“Religion” in Chinese consists of two characters: Zong (
Zong (
Jiao (

) and Jiao (

)

): major, important and reverent

): education, teaching, transformation

So when used together, the Chinese definition of “Religion” (Zong Jiao) will be clear: major education,
important teachings and reverent transformation. The root of religion gives rise to compassion and
loving-kindness; just like a tree springs from the root. Religious teachings of morality, virtue and the
Law of Cause and Effect are like the branches and leaves of a tree. Attaining wisdom through practicing
precepts and meditative concentration is similar to flowers giving rise to fruit.
Its ultimate goal is to realize the true reality of the universe.
(Religion encompasses both the highest philosophy and the most advanced science.)
That is why religion (Zong Jiao) is important education for every human being.
Chin Kung, at the age of 87
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For Heaven and Earth, we vow to cultivate a
universal love for every thing and every being.
For all people, we vow to dedicate
For the past saints and sages,
we vow to ceaselessly carry on their eternal teachings.

Chin Kung

[Speeches]
Love permeates
all the Dharma realms.
entire universe.

Speaker Venerable Master Chin Kung AM
Date
May 2015
Venue
UNESCO Headquarters, Paris, France

constitution states that “Since wars begin

the invitation to celebrate Vesak with you at
and to share our thoughts and experiences
peace.

constructed.” This sentence encapsulates
the root cause of disorder in the world. It
universe is closely related to our thoughts.
If our thoughts are kind, the world will
If our thoughts are unkind, devoid of

learned in World War II. UNESCO’s

trust, then society will be chaotic.

world but the entire universe. Many state

practising the traditional teachings of the
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Principles as a reference for those dedicated

vow of universal love, set great aspirations,

distrust each other and do not get along.

the learning foundation, cultivate, and
innate and our habitual natures. Thus,

After 9/11, the Centre for Peace and

We start with a true dedication to universal
love. What does vow for “universal love”

7

our innately pure nature and the teaching
(xiao
honour parents. The Chinese character

and the lower part is “young”

Xiao

in loving and honouring parents. In

because the whole universe is one living
entity, and such oneness is the true nature.
How closely interconnected indeed! The
distinct.” As such, how can we attach

love to those around us.
Such divine love is our true nature.

are born with innate goodness and purity.”
This is the purity of the true nature, the

Loving and honouring parents is
the foundation of the Five Cardinal
Relationships. The loving relationship
between parent and child is innate to each
one of us and is observable in infants. If

innocent! They are just as happy regardless
in turn, care for their child attentively and
unreservedly. This is the loving kindness of
being a single integrated entity.

this universe of one living entity.”

recognise the loving relationship between
parent and child as the fount of all virtues.

8

encapsulated the concept of returning to

and universal love of Jesus Christ, and the

the true nature. The true nature is the origin
of religion, culture, and civilisation.

years ago, the Book of Rites referred to

However, the infant learns to
distinguish his parents as he grows. Such

acquired habits set us apart.” Maintaining
adversity.
education, which is the starting point of all
the teachings of sages and religions and is
in line with the Chinese saying “Without
In the Three Character Classic (Sanzi Jing), an
ancient textbook for Chinese children, the

has been the teaching tradition in China
for thousands of years. Three thousand

of foetal education. Throughout her
and universally applicable.
conduct to foster the upstanding character

traditional Chinese education, which has
sustained it for thousands of years.
A few years ago, the Vice Chancellor
of the University of Southern Queensland

War II. They researched why Chinese
Holy Bible

ancient civilisations have not. The research

of her foetus. With King Wen being
generally regarded as a sage king in
the internet. Subjected to such negative

point of China’s traditional education.
Thus, the Chinese ancestors said “Teach a
can see and listen, and is already learning.
they should go, and even when they are old
to behave in accordance with Guidelines
for Being a Good Person (Di Zi Gui) by their

teaching over one thousand days, the infant
will develop a solid foundation that is

The true practice of universal love
begins with respecting a person’s innately
pure nature and caring for the younger

core tenet of the traditional teachings of all
sages. A younger generation with hearts
Today, such education no longer

to have a future and for the realisation of

constructed.”

The teachings of the sages provide
an education that recovers our pure true
teaching and education. The Chinese
characters

(zongjiao).

(jiao
and civilisation. Together,

(zong)

(zongjiao)

a volunteer social educator. If we wish to
not only study in depth the teachings of
our own religion, but also understand the
studying the teachings of every religion,
we will discover that their teachings are
about loving and honouring parents, and

dialogue with various religions of the world
for over a decade, every religion agrees with

To set great aspirations is to learn
from the goodness of ancient saints
and sages. A Buddhist should follow
A Christian and Muslim should act like
Jesus and the Prophet Mohammad,
respectively.

we will be blessed by the saints and sages
as well as by our ancestors because our
will, in turn, lead to lasting world peace.
as theirs.
We see that every ethnic group and

warned in his later years that without

Having great aspirations is shown
by practising the teachings of the ancient

is the duty of each benevolent person. We

those teachings of saints and sages. A person

Moral education explains the relationships
between human beings. They are:
There should be love between parents and children
There should be distinct duty between husband and wife
There should be honor between leader and subordinate
There should be seniority between young and old
There should be trustworthiness between friends
Morality teaches about good relationships that are warm,
loving, and sincere. Such teachings are the foundation of the

teachings of morality is following the greatest virtue. The
teachings of morality and virtue is an education that will help
a person who has acquired bad habits return
to his or her original true nature.

with universal love and great aspirations
this objective regardless of having a faith or
not. In realising this objective, UNESCO has

be a person of virtue, a person of the Five
Cardinal Constants. Together, the Way and
virtue provide the basic principle for being
and work.

With vow of universal love and great

needs deep roots for strong branches
foundation, one will truly be able to “learn

The Way is the truth of the universe
ancient Chinese said, “One cannot depart

Relationships. Virtue is according with the
truth and order. With speech and conduct
that accord with the Way, one will naturally

the loving relationship between parent and
child, loyalty and fairness between leader
and subordinate, distinct responsibilities
between husband and wife, order between
This is the Way. As parent and child are one
towards children, and the children are
dutiful and respectful to their parents. Many
entirely due to a lack of love. Parents do not
know how to love their children. Children
do not know about honouring their parents
and are unable to love, respect, and support

“Loyalty and fairness between leader

accord with honor. The thoughts, words,
and deeds of leaders and subordinates

of juniors. If young siblings are kind
and loving towards each other, their

A society or nation based on honor will

grow older and they will continue to help
each other and work together. How happy

Renewing and valuing honor is essential for
lasting world peace and prosperity.

peace and stability. The ancient Chinese

“Distinct responsibilities between
husband and wife.” The husband and

early age, children had to learn to be patient

and consideration are no longer taught.
sage or a person of noble character depends
a Chinese saying that “Men go out to work,
division of labour.

will litigate. This leads to social disorder

Today, both husband and wife are keen
to work and overlook the teaching of the

security.

doing so outweigh any gain. The ancient
any deception. A person who is unable
to keep his word has no place in society.
peace, and is not to be treated lightly. No
one teaches about such truths now. Social

children would strive to repay his debt,

the only solution. Marital discord leads to
eventual social responsibility and causal

China’s traditional lifestyle enabled

“Proper order between senior and

happy, with society enjoying lasting peace
and stability. This has been recognised by
and Dr Toynbee. In his later years, Dr
Toynbee considered how to ensure that

another world war would never happen
again, and how the whole world could live

that China’s traditional culture would
Thus, one who lives with honor and
China’s traditional culture is a unique
one will respect the sages and practise their
considerate of others.
Throughout its history of thousands
love for all as one.
kind, sincere, and living frugally. Thus,

cultural heritage that brings lasting world
are the four pillars of a nation.” Leaders

The Five Cardinal Relationships
represents the Tao, or natural order. They

qualities are like four pillars that support

inviolable. Virtue involves following the Five
Cardinal Relationships in our interactions
Anchors, which enabled people to live and
work in peace, and enjoy stable prosperity
over thousands of years. This is what we
hope for today.

and peace.

and loving others as oneself. This then
extends to loving all living beings and
of benevolence, one will live and work

and peace. These principles provide
the essential foundation for learning
the teachings of the saints and sages.

studies.

At the Shaolin Monastery in China,
praise of the Three Doctrines and Nine
Schools of Thought.” It is inscribed with

teachings of the saints and sages. For
Governing Principles of
Ancient China (Qunshu Zhiyao)

throughout generations since the period of
has

long

advocated

and

what

was

and world peace, which involves fair and
When I visited the centenarian Japanese

The world’s diverse ethnic groups, cultures,
ideologies, and lifestyles can work together,

religions are incarnations of Avalokitesvara

teachings of the world’s ethnic groups are

Door Chapter of the Lotus Sutra states,

teachings of the world’s traditional cultures

Studying the Governing Principles of
Ancient China
foundation. The “learning foundation”
refers to the teachings of self cultivation,
the country, and realising world peace.
Such teachings are based on the Chinese
characters and Classical Chinese. Chinese
Chinese language is the only ideographical
language in use today. Classical Chinese
provides a standard way of writing that

Chinese characters and Classical
read Classical Chinese, you will have access

The ancient Chinese were well aware

culture throughout generations and could
be used to convey the traditional cultures of
every ethnic group. Thus, we consider that
Chinese characters and Classical Chinese

the language itself would also evolve over

developing Classical Chinese, which

They hoped that the Chinese characters

age in Chinese history, the success of the
Tang dynasty was brought about through
use of Governing Principles of Ancient China.
Over a thousand years later, this book has

world that would naturally bring about

worthwhile to learn Chinese characters
and Classical Chinese today.

Classical Chinese was highly regarded by

Qunshu Zhiyao

Restoring the teaching of traditional
world’s ethnic groups.
foundation, and for enabling the age old
Chinese characters.
world.
Chinese characters and Classical
(
to read Classical Chinese, and three years to

shan)

and water
( shui
respective shapes. The character for tree
( mu) looks just like a tree.

currently undertaking research on Chinese
history and culture. Why would people
part of

(mu

(

depth study, one will discover each Chinese
(

mo

ben)

How

do

we

achieve

UNESCO’s

The ancient Chinese have already provided
( lin
grove, and three of the tree character
( sen
forest, a wooded area larger than a grove.
4.

( jiang
of the character for water
expressed as
and the character
relates to its sound.

peace, the heaven referred to by various
we properly teach and practise traditional
culture, the whole world will be able to
unite, eradicating war forever and realising
lasting peace and prosperity.
Interfaith unity is the only path to
world peace in today’s society. To achieve

(

shui

(gong), which

as “derived characters” and “borrowed

interesting for all.

the teachings of the saints and sages.
There is no service higher than teaching.
All the religious saints and sages, without
exception, devoted their lives to teaching.
Thus, those who are interested in realising
world peace should aspire to dedicating
saints and sages.

building a country and guiding its people.”

to teaching and education, which requires
providing a thorough understanding of
the sacred teachings. People will then not

proper understanding of the religious
teachings, devout followers will not be

country and guiding its people.
courtesy and honor.

a wrong path.
With a genuine aspiration to follow in
the footsteps of the saints and sages, we
will gain blessings and will have positive

prosperity and security for its people.
prosperity and universal peace.
peace and stability.

sages and the spirit of traditional culture,
principles.

Whether

for

personal

happiness,

aspects.
group or governing a country, education
for oneself and setting goal(s) in life.

Unfortunately in today’s society,
education is neither provided by teachers

and the internet appear to teach us
saying, “Every person can be Yao Shun [one

innate goodness and purity.” With belief,
aspiration and practice, everyone can
achieve.
negative, it just depends on how we use it.

To nurture saints, sages and people of

television channel dedicated to broadcasting
the teachings of the saints and sages to every
the proper education, they will soon change
their ways.
We also hope that the teachings of each
ethnic group passed down throughout
generations can be recorded in Chinese
characters and Classical Chinese for the

the teachings of China’s traditional culture
is to develop saints, sages, and people of
peace and prosperity will be naturally
achieved. Thus, truly learning the teachings

principle that precepts enables one to attain

to success is “to specialise in one subject

characters and Classical Chinese, we can then
specialise in Governing Principles of Ancient
China or religious texts. As the Governing
Principles of Ancient China

Governing Principles of Ancient China 360,

but also society and the world. It will
of the essence of its teachings to facilitate
learning for everyone.

throughout the universe and goodwill on earth. We believe that if

near future.
May you enjoy auspiciousness, happiness and peace.
May UNESCO enjoy success in its directive in realising world peace.

Thank you.

This year is the seventieth anniversary

Over the last ten years, there have been ad
work.

nations through education, science and cul
sion. Ten years ago, I was invited here by
Today, our world is truly in crisis.

peace.

have no idea how to behave as a upstand

detail by UNESCO for decades, with consid
every year. And yet, the world is witnessing

They put their own interests before those
of others, so their thoughts are preoccupied
with taking advantage of others. With such
thinking, how can the world avoid disor

far away.
needs, parents will be easily cast aside. If

sence of proper education. On closer obser
brought about by neglecting the teachings
the East, and religious teachings in the West.

tive. Modern education only teaches about
knowledge, science, and technology, and
virtues, causality, and religion. In Australia,
States who was teaching at the University of
cern and considerable doubt about the pos
he is not the only one with such doubts. At
I asked, “There are no structured teachings

is no religious education given to the stu
all, all countries have to treat one another

work, but they lack teachings on how to con

ethnic groups, and religious groups. If these

treats one another equally and gets along

thorny issues and the conditions are truly

ligions, then peace can be achieved. After

ligions, with people treating one another

and countries.” Dr. Mahathir understood

In today’s society, how do we resolve

Chin Kung
At the age of 74 years old

Many people consider the topic of

CO. Representatives of ten world religions
joined hands to pray for peace together.
Many people were inspired upon seeing

beliefs discuss religion they will end up
arguing and that because of this, religions

son to be fearful of other religions because
The answer is absolutely! Religions can
If we think that religions are the cause of
about religions in order to resolve the

son who upon contracting a fatal disease,
and sages of every religion were virtuous

dred languages, and over ten religions. It is
The core of each religion is love. Christian

All religious teachings are based on love
portantly of all, they are on track towards ac
visit and see for yourself. Cr Paul Antonio,

tic religions, each acknowledges that there is
and everything in it. We can therefore be
societal crises and bring stability and peace
to a disordered world.

ligious cohesiveness is certainly achievable.
In recent years, we have been in touch
worked closely together with positive out

In order to foster friendship, regular
various faith and religious leaders and ad

Integrative Methods in our interactions with
others. This is how we fostered religious co

religions. As a result, we were like brothers
the Four Integrative Methods are as follows.

Malaysia. The Pure Land Learning College

currently has a population of 120,000 with
over eighty ethnic groups, over one hun

First is the practice of giving unsparing
ly. Such giving involves treating friends to
ous, visiting each other, and giving gifts es
tablishes rapport. In our relationships with
others, we need to help others uncondition

Love

es. We should encourage their charity work

Second is kind words. We should praise
bering the good traits and kindness of others

at ease. Never criticise others, boast about

cause of confrontations.
what we would do, so there is no need to
tion. When others undertake a worthwhile
endeavor, we are willing to help. When I

to and study their sacred texts. When vari
ous religions organise activities, we often
and only replaced the cross inside with an

each year and we do too. Like churches, we
also have a nativity scene out front. Thus,
religions should join together as one. Every

other cities and regions.
We have also discovered that the best

tour. Faith leaders are generally busy with

China, and a group of Indonesia’s religious
just see each other once and only for a short
They have at least ten days of living together

portunity and great conditions for fostering
religious unity.
The Four Integrative Methods enable

ings.
sages of each ethnic group and the saints
of each religion in the world, teach us the
towards others without thinking about
There is nothing that can’t be discussed.
truly develop good relations. As every

ery religion as wonderful. All religions are

derstands each other, they will actually be
they do not liaise with us, it is their own
of Singapore’s religious leaders on a visit to

work together.

The word “religion” needs to be ex
the Chinese word for religion

.

the world, no religion objects and they are
all happy about it. Everybody agrees that
this is a good explanation.
Actually, this is the way it originally
was. When each religion was established by

In the past, those with religious beliefs

and prayer. Nowadays, people believe in
science and less people believe in prayer.
founders of every religion were conducting

for three years, and Moses taught for over
forty years. I therefore consider religion to be
education. All religions were founded based

religious education, enabling us to greatly
contribute to society. This would be wel

the founders would be the world’s greatest
social educators.

ous religions. We hope that every religion
can renew its teaching role and focus on

Why are religions in a state of decline

portant! Today, the world is desperately in

the sacred texts and intellectuals stay away.

Religious texts are textbooks. Every
religion teaches people to be good. Thus,
if every religious group could abide by
the teachings of its religious texts, every
one would be a good person. If one has
religious conviction without understand
ing the religious teachings, one would be
easily exploited. Today, few people truly
people do not study or learn their reli
gious texts and so they cannot absorb the
essence and practise the teachings accord
ingly. Thus, we need to renew religious
clearly explain the principles of the reli
gious teachings. Through religious edu
cation, religions can contribute to society
stability and peace. Today, the only way to
resolve social issues is through education.
We cannot think of any way other than
study religious education.

in our world today. They are like parts of
our own body that have gone out of align

sibling love, loyalty, and trustworthiness.
The spirit of a harmonious society is
courtesy, integrity, honor, and

what education is all about. As is said, “if

understanding of shame.
The spirit of a harmonious world is

for peace, peace can be realised. Realising
peace requires developing a consensus,

benevolence, love, peace, and equality.

teachings of morality and virtue.

ternally, we accept our own eye, ear, nose,

religious texts of various religions for

our own internal organs. Once we under
stand this principle, even when we encoun
can be virtuous. We encourage people to
learn religious education but we do not
antagonistic. If headed in the wrong direc
choice and it is a choice that belongs to
everyone. We praise all religions and regard
the world’s various ethnic groups, religions,
care, respect, love and help one another and
work together. Doing so, how could this
world not be peaceful!

second place. Thus, everyone is equal and it

use of advanced technology in education.
Today, there are satellite television stations
and internet. For every network that
exists and for every region in the world
that a separate channel or bandwidth is

Where do we start with religious
Virtue Lecture Series.” We have already

education, I believe it would take just one
year for all people to awaken. Content
re l a t i n g t o v i o l e n c e , t h e f t , s e x u a l

goes against one’s true nature would be
rejected. It would be rejected not by laws,

There will then be world peace. People
the world will have peace and prosperity.

Mutual cooperation and unity of

texts of each other’s religions.
All the founders of the world’s reli

others, extends the scope of our own wis

As transportation used to be inconvenient

try and another identity in another region.
There is no second place. The religious texts

There is frequent contact between people,

is no second place. Thus, I respect the Qur’an
Holy
Bible

increasingly closer interactions. Thus, there

Qur’an and
the Holy Bible
Qur’an

Holy Bible,

a barrier, and we will not understand their
Holy Bible
and the Qur’an, the respective followers

next stage, we plan to have an Institute of
Religion Studies to train and develop
lecturers for the future. When we have

Many faith leaders have approved of this
thinking and approach.

teachers, we will establish a University
of the Religions of the World. The univer
sity will train and develop teaching talent
for every religion and unite the world’s
religions by having religious students

We are currently preparing to establish

another. Each religion will have its own

ba, Australia. Inside the centre, there will be

Faculty. Christianity will have a Christian

thoroughly

understand

all

the

sacred

teach their scriptures on a regular basis.
We will also be holding classes for the fur
ther study of each other’s scriptures and
will look out for teaching talent. For the

learn about our own religion, but also un

other religions. With sincerity, we equally interact with all religions, and we

selves.
In relation to religious texts, we hope that each religion will extract the
widely circulated. The Bible 360 and the Qur’an 360

belong to a particular religion to grasp its teachings. We hope that the general

for one another, support and assist one another, and work together to realise

peace soon be realised. Finally, I wish everybody health and happiness
always. Thank you!

Syed Hassan Al-Attas
Imam Of Ba’alwie Mosque Singapore

In the First World War, about 17

was decorated for his service and bravery in
innocent civilians and children. The Holy
If anyone killed
a person…it would be as if he killed all mankind,
and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he
save the life of all mankind.

his son was only four years old. His suicide
note stated, “My brain is going.” His son

Seven decades after the World War
Two, on Friday May 1st 2015, less than a

In the eighth century, the Abbasid

Most lost their lives in April 1945 in one of
the last, vicious battles of the war.

now. Many are afraid even to have a

any religion. They were fought for the cause
pride.
the middle path

Following
is a virtue. In other

their cause and achieve and their evil
desires.
to go back to history. We have to study the
(pbuh). We have to understand the Qur’an

their thinking and behavior. They are a
Seek knowledge even to China. Why did he say

proven innocent.

upon as trusted friends and as sincere
partners. They were looked upon as good,
honest, pious, and kind people with great
knowledge.

during
Prophet, in the seventh century. In those
days, the journey to certain parts of China
settled in China, learnt the language and died

as a physician to cure
historians describe Saladin
as a chivalrous foe. When
Saladin
re c o n q u e re d
crusaders he guaranteed the
the Jews and Christians.

leaders of the past.
Master Chin Kung, in

the key to a peaceful world
is to have true knowledge.
He stressed that true
knowledge guides towards

pious and knowledgeable scholars.
very popular with the people.

A religion is a set of beliefs that is

During the Abbasid Caliphate, a well

and fought with the Vikings against their
together into an everlasting friendship. It

Fadlan. The role was played by Antonio

During the Crusades, when King
Richard the Lion Heart was ill, Saladin

forgiveness that binds people with unity.
Each of the great religious books speaks

Tr u e re l i g i o u s b e l i e f s d o n o t

The king, Shaikh Abu `Ali, who had 10 sons,
was dying. He called all his sons and gave

of their creed, colour or nationality. They
to break one of the sticks. Everyone broke
the sticks very easily. Then he took the ten
together and asked each and every one of
education. The purpose of religious

and you are strong.
for a life full of sincerity and purity. The

True religion unites the hearts of

Thank you.
spiritual training.

religious

ethics

above

anything

else.

noble character is the basis of religious
education.
ra) said

town, north of the river Nile in Africa.

Kelly Ngo

Be careful of your thoughts, for your thoughts become your words.
Be careful of your words, for your words become your actions.
Be careful of your actions, for your actions become your habits.
Be careful of your habits, for your habits become your character.
Be careful of your character, for your character becomes your destiny.
- Author unknown
Within the character of the citizen, lies the welfare of the nation.
- Cicero
In a world

). Every

Throughout history, the world’s religions and traditional cultures

universal values through the evidence base of traditional culture
and religious education for a culture of peace.

Research on ice crystals over the
last twenty years has shown that water

the latest technology, the Huayan Water Re

their process is as follows (Figures 1 and 2).

and the world around us.

unless otherwise required by the particu

thoughts. His groundbreaking discoveries
were presented at the UN Headquarters

A person blinded to the intervention

several international bestsellers, such as
Messages from Water1, and featured in an
Another person blinded to the intervention

Water Research Laboratory have indepen
further explored how water responds to

The Message from Water
Love Thyself The Message from Water III

Messages from Water Volume 2

ice crystals as shown in Figure 4.

respectively.

“jealousy”, “greed” and “anger”,
respectively.

Written phrases
(above left
to right)
“thank you”,
(below left
to right)
“please
and
“I love you”,
respectively.

“I hate you.”

“It is all your fault.”

and “I hate you” written in various languages, respectively.

English

French

Latin

Persian

Russian

Korean

Chinese

Arabic

French

Figure 12 shows an ice crystal in response to a picture of a natural landscape.

Photos of a
and (below)
infant.

teaching her child.

Sound
of Music

exposed to the words “it is all your fault”.

The Sound of Music

News report of the
2008 Financial Crisis.

The words
“It is all your fault.”

Figure 18 shows an ice crystal produced after water was exposed to the song
What a Wonderful World

The song What a Wonderful World

4. Smells

slaughterhouse.

that had been located

In light of the varying shapes and
levels of brightness in the ice crystals,
water appears to respond to different

in light of water being such an essential

gratitude and kindness) generally produced
higher percentages in infants.

and violence). Such results are consistent
and show the direct
with other studies
are interconnected with the universe. As

thoughts create words and actions, which

originates and exists only by virtue of a

this force the existence of a conscious and
4

there has been increasing research on the

is aware of our every thought.” Like the
With positive kind thoughts, everything

rendering the lake free of foreign algae. As

residents, the Kyoto Newspaper reported on
27 August 1999 about the unusual absence of

Always aim at complete harmony
of thought and word and deed. Always
aim at purifying your thoughts and
everything will be well.
– Mahatma Gandhi

to be inextricably linked to our thoughts.
The relationship between positive thoughts

ing.” In the space of one thought, his anger
reports that research on a range of diseases
parted ways happily that day and the gov
5.

recovery and healing

Indeed, negative
Within our positive thoughts lie the

headaches.
The following story illustrates how

cus on thoughts, words and actions condu
cive to peace.

our positive thoughts. There was once a
young barber known for providing the best
haircuts in town. A governor heard about
Today we have a culture of distraction,
vous. His hands were shaky and while the
governor fell asleep during the haircut, he
When the governor woke up, the barber

it true what they say, that governors have
looked at the young barber, and laughed,

really glad to hear this because governor,

Martin Seligman, Flourish
6

values and the right thoughts. Powered by

ticularly in developed areas, with consider
behaviour. In particular, aspects of popular
violence present direct challenges to a cul

for conditioning the individual, in whatever

. This sec

activity started with increased likelihood
of unplanned teenage pregnancy9. The so
cial issue of early sexual activity is concern
ing due to its direct relationship to sexually
age pregnancy. Renowned Kenyan author

in her speech at the 1999 World Congress of
nationally popular reality television show
involving contestants living in a house to
gether. Studies have found that sexual con
7, 8, and television was asso
ciated with early onset of sexual behaviour

fully suppressed sexual activity outside of

ence of sexuality in popular culture lead
ing to “children being born out of wedlock,
was viewed on television, the earlier sexual

contestants living in a house together.
7
Pediatrics
8
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 317.

Pediatrics

plots contestants against each other in a
cooking contest.

Figure 28

shooting and theft.

dren and the elderly who used to be held

water’s response to the words “I want to
for personal health, societal welfare and the
world.
cluding shooting and theft, resulted in the ice
Institute of Mental Health reported that chil
dren who watch violence on television are
10

. In particular,
violence can lead to increases in aggres
sive attitudes, values, and behaviour, par
ticularly in children.11
cluding assault and robbery14. Indeed, those
12.

A
reality television show that plotted contes
tants against each other in a cooking contest
produced ice crystals as shown in Figure
shape to the crystals produced after water

countries were discovered to be obsessive
sociations are particularly concerning as 97
percent of adolescents aged twelve to seven
15.

4 Psychological Science In The Public Interest

Historian and philosopher Arnold Toynbee

respectfulness. The UN Declaration on
a Culture of Peace states that “progress

behaviour and ways of life conducive to
groups and nations”. The teachings of the
world’s religions and traditional cultures
provided the foundation for peace and
and relationships, and our local and global
education.

The real struggle is not between
East and West, or capitalism and communism, but between education and
propaganda.
– Austrian philosopher,
Martin Buber

Universal values for peace need not be
reinvented as we stand on the shoulders
of giants, our ancestors. Throughout the
values were the cornerstone of learning and
the providers of education were religious

foundation of Chinese culture until the

wrong17
four cardinal virtues in The Republic

and practice of values conducive for peace

university, and in the workplace, to the
and apparel, and religious education. With

ticulated in the teachings of the world’s reli

the world. While technology has enabled
water was exposed to religious teachings in

our need for the spiritual insight and virtue
to use our power for good and not for evil.
Material power that is not counterbalanced
by adequate spiritual power, that is by love
.”
foundation for peace18.
culture. The teachings of the world’s reli

A culture of peace requires learning
as well as living the values for personal

to judge the worth of an idea or action. They
provide the criteria by which we decide

education, as advocated by the UNESCO

Surviving the Future

One Humanity Many Faiths

19

interpersonal relationships. The teachings
20.

There is a need to renew
and teachers
such learning not just in schools but
throughout society and culture. Reader’s
Digest recently conducted a “lost wallet”
21. Wallets were dropped
in cities around the world to gauge which

value of honesty and doing the right thing.
Indeed, the birthplace of peace is within the

pain) which parents undergo on the birth
even in a hundred years .” The Holy Bible
24.”
As the foundation of China’s traditional
culture throughout thousands of years,
such unconditional love between parent
and child experienced and developed in the
love and respectfulness for others through
relationships with siblings and other elders
school, colleagues and superiors in the

of unconditional love in life. Venerable
culture of peace.
Ancient Chinese literature provides

their parents and they are just as happy
regardless of who holds or interacts with
22. Parents unconditionally provide
for the needs of their children through

through the words and actions of their

thousands of years on the education and
practice of universal values throughout
society and culture. As the literature
is recorded in Classical Chinese, a

and

experiences

Principles
Zhiyao)

Celebration of the 2550th Anniversary of the Buddha
Holy Bible

of

distilled

Ancient

throughout
Governing
China (Qunshu

Love

Peace
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Courtesy

Filial Piety

Honor

Sibling Love

Integrity

Loyalty

Trust

and 89,000 scrolls of ancient writing
27

According to the literature, honouring parents
and being respectful towards elders25 were
culture, and guided the conduct of all

water exposed to the sound of a student
reading the Guidelines for Being a Good
Person. The Guidelines for Being a Good
Person

the results of water exposed to the universal
values of China’s traditional culture, which
were integrated throughout all aspects of
to the creative arts, literature, sport and

Confucian text Guidelines for Being a Good
Person (Di Zi Gui), there was evident
48,000 people of Anhui Province in China.

has put the universal values of China’s
traditional culture at the heart of its business

accounting for 10% of worldwide output.
Governing Principles
of Ancient China states,
will love the people as if they were

Guidelines for Being a
Good Person.
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Analects of Confucius
essential in

“It is in the minds of men and women
that the defences of peace and the conditions
for sustainable development must be built.” - UNESCO

world. As such, the universe is interconnected and our thoughts that facilitate

culture of peace. The teachings of the world’s religions and traditional cultures are

record of the education and practice of universal values, the heritage of China’s

68

This Love is the source of Chinese culture.
A natural love between parents and children
Distinct responsibilities for husbands and wives.
Mutual obligations between leaders and their followers.
A natural order between the old and the young.
Trust between friends.

The Eight Virtues are “Filial Piety, sibling respect, loyalty,

Tsai LiXu

w o r l d . A t t h i s r a re a n d w o n d e r f u l
UNESCO Wesak Day Celebration, I

A big thank you to UNESCO for giving

teacher, Master Chin Kung, as well as
Qunshu Zhiyao

appreciated and taken to heart. Thank you.

and persevere in upholding our virtues.

the biggest envoy in the world on voyages

the word he

generates wealth” are all used to describe a

Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties. This lasted
for close to 500 years. In the Forbidden City,

around the world, but during the
expeditions, they did not invade or conquer
any country. Instead, they shared Chinese
culture, Chinese agricultural skills and

out peacefully. Six hundred years later,
these countries and their people still

social disorder
Master Chin Kung to illustrate this point is
The Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM)
(Qunshu Zhiyao, Shang Shu)
Currently, disasters are frequent and
there are endless disputes throughout the

stability, but can this be achieved through
Lun Yu, the Analects
junzi

Shang Shu

an illness before one can cure it.

era. On the contrary, when personal
parents and children and between siblings.
by the sages, such as a quote like this, can

larger issues between countries, as long
as we place righteousness above personal
We also see and experience various types

this, and for all the countries to which he
travelled, he was concerned about the
people’s happiness, so it was possible

coexistence with the locals.
According to an ancient Chinese classic,
Shang Shu
do good deeds will be blessed with luck
and fortune, while those who do bad deeds
quote astutely points out that the origin

Qunshu Zhiyao,
Xun Zi)
In Xun Zi
Qunshu Zhiyao
“When righteousness prevails over personal
(Qunshu Zhiyao, Kong Zi Jia Yu)

kind, and forgiving would we be bestowed
of the elders and the sages. In the classic
Kong Zi Jia Yu

will never bring auspiciousness. The
“Abandoning the old in favor of the young

“I have heard that building an extension
on the east side of a house is inauspicious.
one’s children but abandoning one’s parents
will not enjoy good fortune as a result.
but building an extension on the east side of

Let’s look at the third inauspicious
in favor of the unworthy is inauspicious

is inauspicious for oneself.” A person

righteous people, this will be inauspicious

others and achieves his interests through
good fortune. Only by being considerate,

San Zi Jing

teach and the young refuse to learn, this is
inauspicious for the society.” If the elders

youngsters do not learn good values,
inauspicious for the social practices.
right values, their good nature will regress.”
If education were not properly conducted,
the sages are in hiding and the ignorant
hold power, this is inauspicious for the
world.” When the sages are not given

innate goodness.

learn the sages’ teachings, this shows that
“Culture is the soul of a nation, and

individual to the entire world, has long been
detailed in Kong Zi Jia Yu. Happiness can be
attained if we truly abide by the teachings of
the elders and the sages.

people’s survival through thousands of
years relied on education. Xue Ji
Li Ji)
country and in guiding its people.” Indeed,
a country’s leader should put education as
education

is

well

established,

the

nation can enjoy lasting peace. If we neglect
education, the opposite will happen, as
A Chinese classic for educating children,
San Zi Jing (Three Character Classic), begins
innately good.” This is followed by the phrase
“however, bad habits cause people to lose
touch with their natural goodness”, which is
also a teaching in Lun Yu
Qunshu Zhiyao.
bad habits and practices that were learned
later in life. Hence, we see a constant struggle
between the “good” and the “evil”. When

In contrast, if everybody is considerate there

plunged into chaos.

the Chinese.

(Meng Zi:
Teng Wen Gong)

observed that people needed education.
Without education, they would not know

Our ancestors, Yao and Shun, were
lives without receiving education, they
as well. That is the Chinese tradition, as
described in the Great Learning: “The way of
innate virtue, consists in loving the people,

Dynasty and also the ancestor of Confucius.

oneself, to the extent of perfecting one’s
benevolence of superiors and the loyalty

the sages had attained. When this love
friends. This kind of education helps to
goodness. This describes the worldview of

Qunshu Zhiyao

Qunshu Zhiyao
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Northern, Southern and Sui dynasties, and

The sages’ teachings are truths that

through eradicating desires, seeing the

of trials and tribulations. As long as we
abide by it, we will reap good results.

went back to the usual, low price. Honesty
trust one another. Even between strangers,
instance, travelers did not have to worry
about traveling expenses because others

Wen and Wu, to the Duke of Zhou. The
Zhou Dynasty followed in the footsteps

period in which “Nobody pockets what
open at night.” This was how the historical
records described the three dynasties that

the Tang Dynasty followed in the footsteps

There is a record in Zizhi Tongjian

period called the Zhenguan Era.
Qunshu Zhiyao (Books
and Writings on the Important Governing
Principles

carried out a prison inspection. He heard
the death row prisoners saying how they

Qunshu, devoted his days to reading the
collection not only for its extensive coverage

to succeed in achieving the Zhenguan Era
because he practiced what he had learned
piety is evoked, so is trustworthiness.” All
before the Tang Dynasty were the Wei, Jin,
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of China loves traditional Chinese culture.
the treasured classic, Qunshu Zhiyao, high

hearts of the people of China and received

of public funds per day. The blessings
stated in Xiao Jing

Qunshu that “With

that if a country has a good ruler, its people
will be blessed.

Qunshu Zhiyao

awaited their death sentences. None of

brought great unity to China.
The experience of the Zhenguan Era
Qunshu Zhiyao, Li Ji)

Thus, the reappearance of Qunshu Zhiyao

Qunshu Zhiyao
cultivation, Qu Li

Li Ji) states that “Do

Not only did this treasured classic help
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Era, it also laid the foundation for the

not let arrogance grow” because once

addition, Qunshu can serve as an invaluable
guide for all leaders and benevolent people
in the current society.

foundation of all success. Once bad habits

indulgence in things that give us pleasure
in irrigation works to ensure the proper

According to the discussion on the
subject of benevolence in the book, Fu Zi

restraint.

to that of virtuous people, we would feel
to those who have fewer possessions, we
would feel grateful and contented.” As

whittle down one’s good fortune. When
“all the good fortune is depleted, death is
inescapable.” There was a true story of

the purpose of contributing to society
and serving other people. In this way, we

engenders sorrow. When dealing with

our rationality while indulging in pleasure,
not only would we endanger ourselves,
extravagant spender, and he died in his
knew how to cherish his good fortune, and
he lived healthily to a ripe old age. Zheng
Yao Lun
Qunshu Zhiyao
frugal person restrains his desires while an

In the classic Lun Yu

Qunshu,

Nowadays, there are countless cases of

people
Next, respecting virtuous and capable
With the help of these upright people, those
who aspire to serve the country and the
populace would pledge their allegiance,
because they would be appointed to

wore coarse clothing, but his attire in the

-

-

“Understanding others.” Fan Chi was
perplexed, so Confucius continued to
explain that “understanding others” is “to

King Tang of the Shang Dynasty appointed
Qunshu Zhiyao, Lun Yu)
In Lun Yu
Qunshu Zhiyao, there
was a dialogue between Confucius and
his disciple, Fan Chi. Fan Chi asked
Confucius what constitutes resourcefulness.
Confucius described resourcefulness as

could be a sweet talker who does not
harbor good intentions. In Chinese, there is
honey, but a sword in the belly.” Such crafty
people would hurt the upright and faithful

Once I heard that the divorce rate in a
it is not surprising that virtuous and able
people are not recruited.

deeply understood the power of education

govern by relying on eloquent speech
and subordinates believe in the value

above the crooked.” If this were not done,

society would gradually decline.” What

the people would be great.

Confucius point out that “people who speak

Qunshu Zhiyao, Lun Yu)

person would walk the talk, or perhaps
society is in danger, because honest and
kind people who speak little and dutifully
carry out their responsibilities are neglected

than the upright one, the latter will be

practitioner should really be approved of

and applauded. Only through this can we
revive kindness and honesty in the society.

The key concept of traditional Chinese
education is ethics, and the central idea
the Five Moral Relationships is “the love
between parents and children.” Parental

of love throughout one’s life. There was a
Qunshu Zhiyao, Zhou Yi)
life was when he could call out Niang
in Yi Jing
Mother’s love indeed is great. There was a

will develop the correct attitude. To establish
a child’s virtues and evoke kindness in his
thoughts, speech, and actions, that is the

through good parental education, espe
childhood education before a child turning
four years old. The education that a child
subtle influence on an individual’s

Upon seeing their father’s love and care for
his footsteps and took great care of the

The second purpose of education is
to extend the unconditional love between
parents and children to kindred spirit, to
neighbors, and to the public. Finally, we
extended to all things, be they living or

virtuous and capable people “Deeply rooted
eventually to all living things. When we
junzi
Lun Yu)

kind of education would have succeeded.

character. The Ancestral Shrine is a place

for the private education of the descendants.
The purpose of the Ancestral Shrine is to
Lun Yu
that “A junzi

Qunshu Zhiyao states
us to respect our teachers. Filial piety and
these qualities, one’s knowledge would be
built upon a strong foundation, enabling it

futile. Xiao Jing

Qunshu Zhiyao points

virtues and the source of all teachings.” Filial

piety. Filial piety and kindred spirit are very

to do bad deeds. Knowledge of the law of

toward parents and siblings, but when
they are used in school grounds, teachers
are also addressed as Shi Fu

be called Shi Xiong Di, fellow brothers and
sisters, again, an extension of the sibling
relationship. At work, one would surely
as fellow brothers and sisters. All these

that was the case, how could society not be

Qunshu Zhiled to the construction of three types of

yao, Kong Zi Jia Yu)
Social practices and the happiness of
our descendants are highly dependent on
the society. They also rely on the successful

good. This is a huge responsibility indeed.
Master Chin Kung teaches us that “A

vating oneself, and Attain the great enlight

Two sages in our history had achieved

steer the whole world toward adopting the
and ethics. Ven. Master Chin Kung said
his teaching career. Although this lasted for
a short period around 5 years, his teachings
restored if there are true practitioners of the
provide concrete results for all.
Even

though

our

ancestors

is because these two teachers abided by
the golden rule of “actions speak louder
than words.” They would only speak of

have

prosperity. The key lies in the existence of
virtuous people. In Kong Zi Jia Yu
“The governing principles of King Wen
and King Wu are recorded in the classics.

and truly practice the sages’ teachings in our

to exist.” (Qunshu Zhiyao, Kong Zi Jia Yu).
If we have virtuous rulers like King Wen or

of Justice in China’s Hainan Province, Mr.
Zhang Fa, sought the advice of Ven. Master
Chin Kung regarding ways to educate the

our work or daily lives. Eventually, when

and just as the lay people will follow in their
leaders’ footsteps and practice fairness.
behavior. When Mr. Zhang returned to
Hainan, he truly put this into practice.
sionately pointed out the “Six Essential

piety and repented their sins. One convict

the weather is getting colder recently. Do
levels, enterprises, the education sector,
This is because her son had never shown
any concern toward her. Whenever he
teachings of the sages. Indeed, the power
It was hard for this lady to believe that this

this way, our hope to achieve world peace
are born innately good.” Even prisoners can
be taught well.

Inspiration for World Peace”, that’s all I’d
like to share with you today.

The successful experience of Hainan’s

cultivation to elevate their spirituality, enjoy

Qunshu Zhiyao.

in prosperity, and attain lasting world peace
under the guidance of the sages’ teachings.
Thank you!

Andrew Wielandt

Venerable Master Chin Kung, founder
& President of Pure Land Learning College

has always been rec
cultural Center as part of Pure Land Learn
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One of the 1st steps of part of the plan was to

ness leaders.

It should also be noted the business

Hospital Foundation is supported by busi
as Pure Land Learning College allowing

based), this spreads wealth throughout the
for society.
agriculture, resources and education. It is
has had both its successes & also challenges.
ney and whilst there has been considerable
tion be it on a tertiary level (professional

dation for achieving social and religious
scorn and has undoubtedly brought the
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However, society itself has changed in
The continuing path to achieving har
as running interfaith workshops on a regu

has) as a journalist I know longer spend

ter, Facebook, Snap Chat and a host of other
other and ongoing focus on education as
understand and put into practice social and

Yes, it is a full life, but it is also a reward

has led to challenge a lot of the things that I
took for granted.

of nature versus nurture … but I believe
certain characteristics, but these are further
Belinda Sanders

ences that are solely own.

and I were both raised as Christians, but
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itself.

Hare Krishna beliefs … I on the other hand
had not even settled on what I had believed.

vancing and treasuring the distinct features
of our city diverse faiths and cultures and
indeed, (pause) to celebrate their presence

we are chosen to do.

I believe it is through education, coop

in our city.
I want a city where all faiths and reli
fully … this will allow us all to travel the

When talking of faith I have concen
trated on spirituality even if it is only one
aspect of faith because there are various in
to be independent of any faith tradition.

tradition with its particular body of writ
we were being brought up in a particular
faith tradition we have also been introduced
to its spirituality because faith traditions are
facilitators or bearers of a spirituality. Our
faith, spirituality, attitudes and values were

There are however other understand
ings of spirituality. A traditional Christian
understanding of spirituality would speak

religion.

This understanding of spirituality is fo

ished by nature.
whole person in order to discover ones true
is at the centre of this endeavor because the

ity to engaging in the struggle for social jus
tice. These values can be clustered around
certain broader principles such as the fol

We also need to learn to be lifelong
learners because in our encounters with di
versity and entering into dialogue our own
world views are challenged and alternative

tives needs to be cultivated.

faith traditions and in engaging with the
secular world a concrete set of skills need to
be developed in a person. Workshops and

intensively study and practice our sacred
in the universe. We will know how to show

To conclude it is possible to work to

spirituality which creates the space to listen.

and practice the teachings of our sacred
texts, we will not have a thorough under
standing of the teachings. Our actions and

learning of our own religious texts. When
we reach certain levels, we can naturally di
Venerable Wu Ping
All religions teach people to do good.
No religion teaches people to be evil. Reli

we encounter other religious texts, we will

Ancient people taught us to “focus on
and delve deeply into one subject for a long
period.” When we reach a certain level of
understanding, we will naturally attain pu

attain happiness.
When religions work together, this will
bring great peace to our world. Therefore,
to achieve world peace, we need to have

goal of religious education.
Since 1998, Venerable Master Chin

dialogue, we have a better understanding

understand our sacred texts. We do this by
Without this intensive learning, religious in
will be shallow, not close.
Only when we deeply understand the
teachings of our sacred texts, will we real

and faith leaders in Singapore, Australia,
and other countries. He believes that when
religions work together, they can lead the
nation, and a peaceful world.
Master Chin Kung established the
Pure Land Learning College Association in
a country with diverse faith and cultures.

interfaith cooperation and awareness.

survival and educated their children with this is
mind. Subsequent generations’ conceptualized
education as a means to support the existing society…… both approaches are rooted in the drive
to survive.”

and causality based on their religious teach

purposes. Sulo suggests that today’s world
Under the wise leadership and guid
ance of Venerable Master Chin Kung, and as
part of Pure Land Learning College Associa
tion’s social responsibility, we hope to con
can bring about greater understanding and
happiness in our society.

we go beyond the survival level, individual
to expands its goals.
In his article he proposes the following
additional goals for education in the 21st

individual

talents

and

abilities

potential

ous society where cooperative and diverse
school, Darling Heights State School, has

appreciate the interconnectedness
of all people

new role for education within its school.

article “What’s the Purpose of Education in
the 21st

and therefore to survive.
Sulo writes, “We have entered a new era.
The earliest humans were rightly preoccupied by

these new goals and unleash better
educational practices that support
all students as they strive to
create satisfying, purposeful,

Darling Heights State School (DHSS)
is a school where the new goals are being
explored and developed as the children of
the school experience what it is like to live
in a truly Multi Cultural World and can
live and express in a safe and encouraging

Kim Walmsley
I was once told a story of how Toow

The school has a diverse and culturally

ful, stealthily walking through the lush
born overseas. 297 are students who have
English as a Second Language. Of these stu
dents, 115 have been given refugee status
DHSS because they have a parent studying
at the University of Southern Queensland.
A further 59 students identify as having
an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Island back
ground.

His eyes were wide open searching for sus

heard a noise he quickly glanced only to see

with tolerance and understanding of others
being features. Anyone visiting the school
As they stopped & starred at each other
contact probably pondering on their own
safety and if the other was going to hurt
their childrens’ education

his tone of friendliness and hand gestures,
21st century
pointing at their surrounds…..the Aborigi
face looking a little bewildered ending in a

although faith in itself is diverse there is
& interests. For a Catholic could be Indian,
the land, the wind that passes through sing
songs & whispers of its presence. It’s not

or by choice. Their choice is their busi

sonal experience that it is truly special.

involved in everything. What I share with
ity to work within business to supporting
bills. Over the years I have been involved
ideas and participated as a freelance artist/
ity through awareness and understanding
of other faiths. This in turn encourages in
teraction, kindness, friendships and posi

way of teaching is for everyone.

though it has its issues it is learning as it
beliefs, past struggles and future hopes and
are the lights that support change.
are causing proactive results.

in support of the organisers cause such as

football days, Chinese New Year, Festivals,

that has been happening in our beautiful

education hub, with 47 schools, a Tafe and a
University.
So what does education look like, feel

In order to address the gap with our
youths not given enough opportunities to
interact and dialogue with other religions,
to address this.

this… this is because for young children and
even adults, education takes place all the
and have contact with the outside world,
education is already happening without us

With all this, there is hope that
incorporates studies of a variety of subjects.
to invest in our youths, our future assets,
when we interact with each other, when we
have dialogue with each other and when we
involve ourselves in other cultural activities.
And especially for youths, education needs
to be holistic. For youths or anyone to truly
it has to go beyond the books and TVs.
Reading and watching doesn’t equate to
experiencing.
So how does one achieve religious and
tainly won’t happen just by sitting in class

usually arises when there is a breakdown in
key!

The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin
No one is an island entire of itself; every one
is a piece of the continent, a part of the main;
… any one’s death diminishes me, because I am
involved in humankind. And therefore never
send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls
for thee.

on death and life and as a profound expres
body Christian understanding but they are

th

and 17th century
crises, yet they also speak powerfully to us
all that had been given and taken away, and
person, no religion, no country. What hap
of the world. In response to their own trials,
Je suis Charlie Hebdo. At its best, that is another way of
saying what John Donne said long ago. For

newed our pledge to play our part and to
ask others to join us.

ily infected by the kinds of fear and suspi

ists publish YouTube videos, and news and
This has been a telling last year for

pictures of hate to anyone with internet ac
cess, we know we live in a new era. There

are all bound
and courageously to the deeper realities of
I was born and grew up, we Australians live
on an island, and, like the English, we can

still fortunate that the incessant call to di

of the world. In our case, we live on a very,

little heeded.

every part of the Earth. So every day is a
As the great Russian dissident writer Alex
us too.

on that plane and several others who died

nationality, like religious persuasion, is no

If only it were all so simple! If only there
were evil people somewhere insidiously committing evil deeds, and it were necessary only to
separate them from the rest of us and destroy
them. But the line dividing good and evil cuts
through the heart of every human being.
To be here at UNESCO this year is
therefore particularly helpful as we seek to

cooperation. May what we have to share
bells of hope and joy.

traditions and beliefs, all living together.

rich in culture and diversity. It is noted for
its voluntary spirit and generosity towards
helping others. And this has been our asset.

en social cohesion while acknowledging the

Under the wise guidance of Venerable
In the pursuit of our vision of helping
ba, who has stood by us, and to the faith
and possess a passion for peace and har
this is not always an easy journey. Our jour

their support.
To help us chart our journey, we are
an annual action plan. We have placed great

ties, focus group discussion and exchange

students, have all contributed to helping es

The key strategy to our initiative is

view of how we are working towards this

to one’s need. We all desire peace and har

to bring our hope, and also the hope of eve
better place for us and our children.

Chen Yuexi

Traditional Chinese culture is cen
tred on the giving of love and feeling rev
erence for everyone and everything, and
Chinese philosophy believes that various
revival of ancient Traditional Chinese cul
the concept of “Oneness

This essay will answer those questions
also argues that by putting the teachings of
tually achieve the lasting world peace and
prosperity.

analysing the logic and philosophy behind
those successes. The cultivation of universal
each other equally and live in the global

enrich our own cultural heritage.

In the seventh century, Yan Liben paint
ed a picture of foreign visitors converging
on the newly established Tang dynasty in
China. Many convoys, wearing unique at
east Asia to Chang’an (the capital city then,

Venerable Master Chin Kung often says
Chinese are due to their regular use of the
saying “all under heaven”. In a speech at
a UNESCO conference held here last year,
“all under heaven” to respect cultural diver

the early years in the seventh century also

ing shape then.

distinctive lifestyles and traditions. This

of Confucius who taught the Chinese to be
nice to everyone “under heaven” because

words.

Holy Bible
He explains the profound and subtle truth to
essence and gist of Christianity is explained
in a very concise way, it has successfully

his respect for European culture.
Upon the bishop’s arrival in Chang’an,

Holy Bible
to stay in the palace and translate it into

saying, “The ways to interpret the truth var
grounds can be enlightened in the way that

public. So I can say Christianity
is a very valuable education that
world a better place. Therefore,
I encourage everyone under heav
en to study it.” (Figures 4 and 5)

sponds with Venerable Master
Chin Kung’s teaching, “There are

than his predecessor Tai Zong by

ers to “Seek knowledge even to China”, which
of his contribution of Christian educa

in Southeast Asia today. In fact, by seek

The church failed to survive but another

found a way to thrive in China and gradu
“Hui”.

and 7)
of ancient China. It was the epitaph of Mi

showed great respect for Christianity and
passionately supported its preaching. The

Middle East. The inscription was written
in Classical Chinese, praising the Lady
Mi’s virtues of dutifulness and obedience
her neighbourhood. It reads, “Mi Jiu Niang

treating everyone with respect.

ples of cultural integration that China has
witnessed during the past 2000 years. Now

with respect in business, holding that these
have.

dutiful child by honoring your parents and
-

prosperity will last forever.” The Holy Bible

also reads, “Honor your father and your
this day.
Today, in the bustling streets of Fang
Shang

successfully preserved their religious
heritage and passed it down to young

calls to prayer now and then. Were it not
for the Chinese architectural style of the

centuries.

(Figures 8, 9 and 10).

their origin tracing back to the eighth cen

Fang Shang”.
Fang Shang

and reverence while putting their faith into
practice.

teacher (Fu Zi Miao)” was, he would be taken

As a result, various cultures have been
preserved and passed down to future
generations in ancient China.

even in the “Age of Discovery” in the

China adopted a “closed door policy”.
of western sages. Jesuit Priest Matteo Ricci
the teachings of every religion and treated
the saints and sages of various faiths with

Confucius respectfully as Fu Zi (“The

Dr. Arnold J. Toynbee said, “The existing

lected the best out of the regional cultures
1

In this light, Chinese

since the seventh century proved that

philosopher Alfred N. Whitehead said in
his book Adventures of Ideas
at the height of their prosperity, exhibited
gracious than our own.” Whitehead’s

ety as well.

western philosophers on the universal val
ue of Traditional Chinese culture to explain
the logic and philosophy of the Chinese ap

Surviving the Future

All these virtues lead to the recognition
Therefore, Mr. Whitehead perceived the
world as a web of interrelated processes
and the sense of the oneness gives rise to

the giving of universal love. Philosopher
Plotinus proposed the principle of “The
One” which echoes Chinese philosophy,

universal truth. Just as Professor Fang con

Likewise, Mr. Whitehead also said, “These

intrinsically related that it strikes together

are the Laws of Nature… It presupposes the
essential interdependence of things.”2

life.”

It is very interesting to note that Chinese
Mr. Whitehead’s who refers to the whole
universe as one living entity. Professor
and Western philosophy and pointed out

Moreover, the Chinese have put
Plotinus principle of “The One” and
Whitehead’s “interdependence of things”

pedagogy that can help everyone live up

universal truth between the lines naturally
has been introduced in China since the

household who were wealthy enough to set
up a private school (Si Shu
Concentrating on a single subject was
also an inspiring experience that ancient
European philosophers possessed. Plotinus
external, and turn itself wholly to that
be distracted by anything external…it will
not even know itself.” However Plotinus’s

On the contrary, ancient Chinese had

Adventures of Ideas

the world.
valuable for today’s world.

In addition, the principle of “The One”

“Five Cardinal Relationships” and the “Five

Practice
For centuries, the Chinese have put
traditions into practice with tact, skill and

traditional Chinese culture as the future of

The “Five Cardinal Relationships” have
giving sincere fraternal love to siblings

by the Chinese through civility, respecting

Christians in their daily life, is practiced
by the Chinese through caring for parents
and everyone in the world, being obedient
to teachers and elders with respect and
cultivating the Ten Virtuous Conducts in
life.

juniors and seniors and friends.
The Five Cardinal Relationships serve

1. The natural bonding between parent

be dutiful and respectful to parents.
2. Distinct

proper views. In fact, Chinese borrowed

responsibilities

between

roles. Men are the breadwinners and
their children.

guidelines an inseparable part of Chinese
while the elder should guide the
younger ones.

4. Integrity and fairness between leader
and subordinates, and

Fortunately, traditional Chinese educa
tion provides us the feasible approach to
and practices of the giving of love, the pur

peers.
priety.
The Five Cardinal Relationships can
serve as Toynbee’s “the restructured code of
lationships and the Five Virtues have been
by putting The Five Virtues into practice.
bility.
above proves that by focusing on ethics and
Like Europeans, the Chinese believe
everyone has equal rights to pursue happi
ness. However, people today are upset and

cultural heritage is still valuable to every
one.

and nuclear warfare. In this case, education
A close observation of the Chinese way
held heritage in high regard and found
know that happiness cannot be attained

nity . “The Chinese have discovered, and
life which, if it could be adopted by all the
4

cation of science to technology. In this, our

tween parent and child, a natural bond that
ness, has actually not increased it.” Hence,
he anticipated “the restructured code of liv

tending such unconditional love to others,
one will love and respect everyone else in
able Master Chin Kung concluded, “Filial
piety is the root of Chinese culture and re

The Problem of China

by their role in society and coexist with one

Successful governance (as well as personal

with everyone and everything, including
ensures sustainable prosperity.” In other
standard and to respect and love each other,
spectfulness is its foundation. Culture is the
soul of a people while education serves as
to its cultural inclusiveness, traditional Chi

and it deserves our close attention.

I
Ching,
the world.” As described in the I Ching, the
I Ching

East and the West. Love and benevolence
were proposed by both Jesus Christ and the

world”5

I Ching

none can well be thought higher than the

and ecological balance will be restored. Our
and orderly.

protection since the early days that China

Anybody who has been
work of any kind realizes that
over the entrance to the gates
written the words:
The highest court is in the end

for the world today.
In the subsequent 4,000 years after the
King of Sage, the Five Constant Virtues were

6

conviction…and before any

education on proper behavior has provided
a valuable reference for Westerners to solve

Guidelines for Being
a Good Person (Di Zi Dui),
textbook in ancient China, provides concrete
guidance on how to practice respect and

Newton published his Moral Standard in the
21st Century in 1999 to solve today’s thorny

Newton. This echoes Dr. Toynbee’s foresight
st century,

History has proven that the Traditional
Chinese culture has provided us with con

Di Zi Gui. To this end, he said, a proper and
societies in 21st
appropriate conduct education.” Chinese

perience in China is to teach children at an
early age to be dutiful, respectful, propri
etary and righteous.

In recent years, Venerable Master Chin
Guidelines for Being a Good Person (Di Zi Gui),
The Discourse on Ten Virtuous Conducts and
religions, which in turn, is brought about by
reviving religious education. He proposed to
cultural backgrounds can live in peace and

courses are helpful in practicing “loving thy
neighbor as thyself.”

education of various faiths. In this regard,
Chang’an in 7th and 8th century could be a

piety, fraternal love, loyalty, trustworthi
ness, proprietary, righteousness, incorrupt

a feasible practice of the intangible truth of
Oneness, the holy ideal of loving all equally.

wise teachers who are always ready to
that Traditional Chinese culture surpasses
you in person. What a wonderful learning

The objective of learning Chinese

but also to society and eventually to the
whole world. Therefore, Chinese cultural

Learning

Chinese

culture

ancient classics and cannons, especially
the “Governing Principles of Ancient China”
(Qunshu Zhiyao

starts

cultivation is necessary and essential, which
Last but not least, I hope that everyone
can pay close attention to the valuable
heritage of the traditional Chinese culture.
Chinese characters and the classic way of
writing will be the key to access the heritage
today. This will be the best way to secure

to be known and studied.

Wu Nianbo

neurs even say they don’t understand why

ally, there are a wide range of sociopolitical

negligence in educating and providing for
business in China, including poor quality
workers, high labour turnover, ever increas

ees by 500,000 robots.

call “the Way” in Chinese.

initial intentions. What is the purpose of

and the ancient sages have given us all
the wise answers. It is just that we, their
descendants, are either skeptical of their
unattended children in rural area who have

“to govern the world, half of the book of the
Analects
Venerable Master Chin Kung paraphrased
the saying, “to attain world peace, half a
passage in the Analects
in words and deeds.” If every entrepreneur,
politician, and school principal could rectify
oneself and convince others, such as their
students under the guidance of the sages,

in the workplace over the past four years.

To begin with, I would like to share with
classics,2 is regarded as the key to bringing
of Friendship of Overseas Chinese Associa
1

all sons and daughters of the Chinese na
tion. I do hope that all of us will continue
only do we need to absorb the spiritual es

Chinese people and the peoples around the
world, we have to tell China’s story well,
spread China’s voice well, so as to create a

achieved, the ruler of the country could
stay idle in his governance. This is what is
stated in the Great Learning
cultivation of personal life is the foundation
for all.”

top leader of an enterprise and the chief of a
part virtues such as respect and love, care

of happiness by people all over the world.
Only when the country does well, and the
nation does well, can everyone do well.
Only when the world does well, can China
do well. China will persist in its peaceful de

Fruits

Branches
and leaves

Care

Roots

na, whose core value is “The value of the

That is why

is considered

responsibilities both at work and in their

and out.

education is the cornerstone of a peaceful
world.” In addition, educating a baby dur

leave lasting up to two years. Successful ap
subsidy for their baby during this period.

Happiness and Love after school so their
doctrine of “proper childhood education”

respect and care for their parents by washing

never contacted her parents after she left

who own cars have voluntarily set up a

barber shop to provide free haircuts. For
ark has a special plan for the elderly called

over. As for the children left behind aged

fore the Lunar New Year, which is typically
the peak season. Even then, production line
workers were encouraged to return to their

over, besides receiving a “child support”
dren, the parents are entitled to enjoy a paid
replaced the usual “penalty” policy with

daily. In particular, production line workers
receive wages even during training. The
ployees with the doctrines of the sages one

to leave a full day to study.

to parents and the elders, a good parent at

The ancient Chinese said, “Education
is essential in building a country and
governing the country.” During each annual
ny, we rely on the following criteria to as

well as workers could pick up the habit of

ness into happiness, evilness into benevo

passion.

In 2014, soon after the Lunar New Year,

the whole workforce followed since June,
which is one of the peak production seasons
production lines to continue their learning

roster which allowed the workers to work
in shifts and participate in the learning ses
decided to let go.”

ble behaviour to their parents and even di
vorced couples were reconciled.

on the notice board their “happy agree

phone call at least twice a week, not to play
and because of this, the WHO conferred
and the elderly, to respect their parents’ liv
workplace”. In addition, by the end of 2014,

children would react violently when they
responsibilities and so good habits such as

happily. More than that, inspired by the vol
their long holidays such as the Lunar New

the past, the installation and testing would

plete the process.

protection and charitable activities. For ex

own drinking cup and tooth brush.

have even founded an “Alliance of Love”.

culture because they have witnessed the

who have chosen to run their business using
key to is to turn their enterprise into a school

-

said, “Not only

said, “I have been dealing

to think it is quite true that they are indeed
in the Western world. South Korea and

be taken as well.”

great respect. Since our society has advanced
tainable and that is the will of the people. If

should not just think about ourselves, we

-

, also expressed
his view after a visit. He said, “I was invited
to the report given by you, I feel that I have
nothing special to tell you because you have
been practising [all I intended to share with

also said, “To tell you
the truth, I used to think the Chinese peo

ty to understand Chinese philosophy. I’ve

does is the only
solution to cur
rent social prob
the only direc
tion in the future
that can help us
solve social prob

es’ teachings and are willing to contribute

world. I sincerely hope you could give your

Venerable Master Chin Kung once said,
if there are twenty enterprises in China who

the soundness of the Chinese culture of sag
th

The purpose of this is to select twenty en

2014,

terprises, so that the sages’ teachings can be
th

be shared.

and 2,000 happy children, he has created a

education to the applicants accordingly and
Very surprisingly, once the entrepreneurs

that we should bring together all the best
values of the world in order to create a new
the stories about Confucius, I thought about
to you about your Chinese philosophy, I
philosophy. Actually, we share a lot in

ideal of “happy enterprise”, they are eager

to get rid of their worst habits in their daily

ship with their spouse.
Chongqing Endurance Industry Stock

terprise is changing for the better as well.”

the year is to participate in the training to

with the great entrepreneur Mr. Wu, did I

pursuing a higher goal of being altruistic,

culture and adopting the education of the
corner in the world.”
This unity can also be applicable in the

University (USA) and his colleague visited
they agreed fully with the ideals of Mr. Wu.

long journey ahead in this extensive project

sides, the initial results we have achieved

values.

country. Last but not least, I wish to thank
Venerable Master Chin Kung again for his
earnest teaching.

Shuowen Jiezi
Sun Mingyan, Kelly Ngo and Katherine Ngo

Over one billion people in the
world speak Chinese. Chinese characters
were invented over three thousand years
language with its diversity of dialects. In
deed, literary Chinese was an international
tive languages of countries like Japan, Ko
pendent of the way they are pronounced.
With an eye to preserving the connection
between past and future generations, the

Shuowen Jiezi

The world and life of the people in
China’s ancient civilisation including

how Shuowen

Shuowen Jiezi (Shuowen) connects us to

logic of the Shuowen radicals and link to
earlier scripts is integral to this. The second

Ancient Chinese texts written in Classical
until the early twentieth century, provide

life. The literature serves as a vital reference

and practising the teachings espoused by
China’s traditional culture for world peace

Students of the Chinese language often

2

known as the town of Yan Cheng in Henan
tionary Shuowen Jiezi 1 (Figure 1) provides a

scholar and philologist of the Eastern Han
dynasty during 100 AD, he belonged to the
ancient text school and his scholarly activi

origins and evolution of Chinese characters
Classics. In the history of the Han dynasty,
China’s history and traditional culture.
study of the Five Classics.
Shuowen
atically analyse the structure of the charac
Shuowen
acters”, Jiezi

Shuowen
in 121 AD and has been studied, referenced
second century. The book was circulated as

Shuowen
4

5.

be undecipherable10.”

dictionaries after Shuowen
generations of literature and reference books
such as the Kangxi Dictionary . According to
philologist of the Qing dynasty, “Shuowen
Jiezi

the authority consulted in all doubts by
Chinese philologists. All the dictionaries
published for the last seventeen centuries
boast of their having followed the Shuo
Dao
Wen7.
De Jing
stated that Shuowen “is the fountainhead of
China8

characters are logical. Through the earliest
Shuowen
characters. Learning English starts with the
alphabet and learning Chinese starts with
the radicals. A radical can be considered the
basic building block of a Chinese character.
In contrast to the letters of the alphabet, rad

while

(mù) is the character for ‘tree’, it is

(lín) is the character for ‘forest’. We can see
that (mù
(

that this celebrated work ranks high as
with like works upon European languages
scholars9.” Kenneth Thern wrote, “The value
of the Shuo Wen is incalculable. Without the

6
7
8

the water radical
(

(

)(

)

ers,’ and known as the Shuowen radicals
character for ‘forest’
(lín
the character for ‘rain’
(
word ‘rainforest’
(
). Then words
ries, etc. Therefore “a knowledge of radi

11.

The radicals are arranged according

Words in an English dictionary are ar
ranged alphabetically while characters in a
Chinese dictionary are ordered by the radi
cals (Figure 2). The Kangxi radicals used
the Shuowen

of every character in that group. The radical
eg
in
eg
in
, left eg
in
eg in ,
, right eg in
in
, or the radi
eg
eg
in
.

Shuowen is

sequence such that each radical had a
natural, intuitive relationship with the next.
( )
and ends with the radical
(hài), which
represents the twelfth terrestrial branch
in the Chinese calendar and the period
and Shuowen specialist, Duan Yucai, who
spent forty years on its annotation, notes
that the radicals are arranged by reference

(

Shuowen

th

each radical are arranged by reference to
12
( )
represents genesis, and it is followed by
sky
(
), which represents the highest
(yuán), which

with the tree
(mù) radical, 444 characters
related to the grass
(
characters with the water
(
) radical.
However, other radical groups have just one
or two characters. The larger radical groups
show that the lives of our ancestors were

such detail and precision. The characters
and applications.

540 radicals create all Chinese characters. As

nine highly used radicals constitute approx

characters, one cannot do without learning
Shuowen
the 540 radicals

Shuowen
used radicals constitute about 14 percent of
the Shuowen characters. Therefore, learn

Yin, Yang

enables one to understand, read and write
about 95 percent of the Shuowen characters.
Shuowen as

Shuowen Jiezi (Shuowen) enlightens

well as all Chinese characters in use today. The Shuowen radicals are the key
to all Chinese texts.

Postface to the Shuowen explained six principles by which
14

phonetic loan characters.
15

Earlier script
sun

Modern script
rì
yuè

The ancient character for sun is an illustration of its round shape, the
short stroke inside indicates that the sun is not hollow. In contrast, the ancient

Such characters are signs denoting abstract concepts, or add indicators

ter for ‘above’ has a short arc placed above the long arc, indicating that one
object is located above the other.
Earlier script

Modern script

tree
root
above

shàng

17

word.’

+
halberd + stop
trust

+
person + word

xìn

18

Pictophonetic characters are the largest category and represent over 90
percent of the characters in Shuowen

ters for river

(

river

(hé). The water radical on the left indicates that

+
water +

river

5.

) and

+

Derivative characters 19

(

(
) ‘elderly’ because the elderly have greater ability to assess

20

character for ‘west’ was originally the character for ‘perch’, therefore the an
return to their nests at sunset when the sun is in the west, this character was
adopted to represent the character for ‘west’.

although

beard

west

perch

vered. Chinese characters were originally pictorial in nature. Studying ety

Earlier script

Modern script

turtle
together

gòng

of writing coupled with the need for convenience and speed of writing. The

ings. Shuowen

22
oracle bone inscriptions21
during the Zhou dynasty, the seal script characteristic of the Qin dynasty,
24
25

known as large seal script27 or Zhou script28 that developed since the late

the entries in Shuowen

This was distinct from the ever-changing vernacular language with its diversity of dialects. Indeed, literary Chinese was an international communication
tool. Chinese characters thus transcend time and space.

29.

periods

time

period
(

)

and textual
consistent.
to walk

(

)

continue to be
inconsistent,

Strokes are
characters are

dynasty and

of characters are

(zhuànwén
positioning and

consistent. Many
of the strokes
are lengthened,
curved, and
and all the
characters are
roughly square
in shape.

book

Clerical script
period

Qin dynasty
and the Han

Characters strokes
are less curved,

(
strokes is reduced,

Pictographic
shapes are
Characters have

(

)

Han dynasty
to present

are
straighter than
those in the clerical
script. They are
clear and easy to
read and write.

As characters have evolved throughout history, it is unreliable to
pose of Shuowen was to educate about and restore an understanding of the
and erroneous interpretations of the characters. As Leon Wiegers notes,
.” This was
critical to ensuring lasting connection with and understanding of the ancient

Fundamentals of Chinese Characters

(

, a pictograph depicting a latticed window through which the bright

nous’ or ‘understand’

(míng

Shuowen

Earlier script

Modern script

bright

understand
bird

yú
Shuowen

(
( )

Shuowen

inherent within the Chinese characters. Shuowen is the key to unlocking this
(xiào
(
‘young’

) above and

(

(

(

) (rén) on the left and ‘two’

(rén) is
( ) on the right.

(

( ),

public interest.

loving and
honouring
parents

+
old + young

benevolence

+
person + two

fair, public

+
depart + private

xiào

The characters are replete with the values of China’s traditional culture,
“The written language is the foundation of learning, the origins of wise gov

and experiences, distilled over thousands of

through a continuous evolution .” A sig

Classical Chinese provides a useful en
history, Classical Chinese coexisted with the
native spoken languages of other countries,

Languages based on an alphabeti
analogous to the use of Latin throughout
inevitably change with changes in pronun

Renowned historian and philosopher of
history, Dr Arnold Toynbee explains in
Surviving the Future

that they would be unintelligible to each

.” All nations can uti
lise this convenient tool to record valuable

thousands of years ago. Crucial to Classical
Chinese is the understanding of characters
is provided by Shuowen

instead of talking, the two would write to
understanding of the Record of Rites hinged
day. The Chinese were aware of the evolu
tion of language and distinguished Classi
Literary Chinese refers to a traditional style

resonant character of ( ), based on study
ing textual sources including Shuowen .
Shuowen is the key to being able to un

ing until the twentieth century. This was

Analects of Confucius, the Chinese Buddhist

The China Problem
Surviving the Future
ibid

Canon and the world literary treasure of the
Comprehensive Library of the Four Branches of
Literature, the largest collection of books
receive a care subsidy. Working days were

through to the Qing dynasty. The Three
Character Classic
one progress to studying the classics”. This
is because without proper understanding, it

Philologist of the Qing dynasty Zhu
Junsheng
have an understanding of the characters
before studying the classics. A thorough

42 percent over that of 2012, and annual

and undertake the responsibility to learn,
generations.

possible with a solid foundation of philology.
Through understanding the teachings,
one is then able to live the teachings.” For
Governing Principles of Ancient
China (Qunshu Zhiyao)
books and 89,000 scrolls of ancient writing

Shuowen
od to learning Chinese based on the ety

foundation to understanding China’s histo
ry and traditional culture. Shuowen provides
has put the universal values of China’s
traditional culture at the heart of its business

ters, which is helpful for understanding
literature. This evidence base of universal

accounting for 10% of worldwide output.
The Governing Principles of Ancient China
tool for the preservation of experiences and
concepts for future generations. Therefore,
through Shuowen is key to reviving a culture

Qunshu Zhiyao:
1

Professor Liu Yuli

growth in the past
because they are prevalent in every part of

rent Chinese society. This viewpoint, lacks
the thorough observation or logical analy
counterfeiting and inferior products, as well

achieve the desired results.

Historically speaking, Western civili

rise to the core values of equality and social
justice. In other words, although social ad
cured social equality and justice, the sense

person, is nurtured by religious education.

equality, yet on the other hand it strength
and trustworthiness through religious ed
ucation which is the responsibility of the
Church.

today have neglected to a large extent the
character with the sense of righteousness.
political philosopher Alasdair Maclntyre
perfect they were, would be useless if peo
equality.
In the chapter titles “The Doctrine of
Mean” in the Book of Rites, Confucius said,

those principles. He also expounded in After
Virtue 2, “There is however another crucial
link between virtues and law, for knowing
how to apply the law is itself possible only

the virtue of justice.
Maclntyre’s words were echoed by ancient
Chinese. In the chapter titled “Selected Words of
Qunshu Zhiyao, Master
Sun proposed, “The institution of propriety and the
rule of law cannot stand on their own because they
need wise leaders. Without wise leadership, they

and virtuous people in place, good governance will

Human integrity is the primary
determining factor in the
of the world. Thus it is said:

ous people in leadership will be in disorder despite
Even in a
priori, social order and stability rely on good
education that teaches everyone (especially leaders)
to be wise and virtuous.
In addition, the chapter titled “Selected Passag
Fuzi

“The policy and rationality of
an organization or government
will shift when the person in
charge is changed.”

people to put it into action.” This passage explains
sake of social stability and peace. However, good

to social stability and prosperity. On the other hand,

inevitably trapped by the following three irreconcil

Ancient sages said, “Etiquette and
righteousness are to prevent future
delinquency and transgression, while laws
are to correct the past”. People will refrain

and righteousness and etiquette. However,
penalties and justice are used when the
negative results have already happened. So
it is reasonable to say that the rule of law is

and your two brothers are all doctors. Which
eldest brother is the best because he can de

care of their bodies so that they basically
will not get sick. However, because of this,

brother. He cures a disease in its early stages
his patients never develop severe diseas

of us. My patients are usually severely ill.

cir.

upon noticing that I save dying people, the
able to resuscitate the dead, and your treat

There is a saying in Chinese Medicine,
“A superior physician will ensure his pa
tients to stay in good health, hence, will not

Franklin would say, “An ounce of preven

ing and drinking and living a lifestyle that
no one would ever develop any kind of dis

conduct that does not violate the law, such

bullies in schools, etc. Moreover, it should be
noted that the rise in divorce rates has been
and righteousness can prevent potential
contrary, laws are used to correct the wrong
doing that has been done.

Confucius said, “If the people are led by

but cannot stop violations of the law. With

benevolence, grabs leadership, it will only
in prison. Once they are released, they tend
nurtured by proper education.

ety.

of Yuan Zi” in Qunshu Zhiyao also stated,
with propriety and righteousness. The law
people to get rid of their evil conduct using

public every day would not work.”
This is exactly what is happening in
the West. The desertion of religious edu
cation in recent years serves as the reason.
“If cultivating each individual’s virtues is

ed by Alasdair Maclntyre in his book Whose
Justice? Which Rationality?

cius teachings”. Another essay in Qunshu
4 also stated, “The
Zhiya
law can punish people but cannot teach

and the correctness of their behavior. This
is why the ancient Chinese said, “When the
In Shiji (Records by the Grand Historian)
5

the country.”
the strict laws and regulations and adopted
only practical ones according to the situ

Works of Mencius” in Qunshu Zhiyao, Men
cius said, “Only the benevolent are eligi

Whose justice? Which rationality?
On the Administration of the Trade of the Salt and Metallurgy Industry.

fail to educate their people about the virtues

the law should be regarded as a crushing
regulations. What happened in the Han dy
“The History of the
and regulations, plays an essential role in se
curing good governance.

Han Dynasty”
with propriety and righteousness will give

In the Analects, Confucius also advo

education is cruelty.” In other words, if rulers

in ancient Europe, ancient China was not so
religious. It witnessed the cultural inclusion

cial education, the teachings of the saints

identify talents and train those with poten

to give way to virtuous and capable candi
dates.

Shan Fu unwilling to do anything bad even
able.
Three years later, Wu Maqi, another
student of Confucius, went to Shan Fu
without prior notice in order to judge Zi

turing benevolence, and trustworthiness in
politics was to follow the success of saga

look at it and then put it back into the river.

policies were geared towards teaching eve
ryone to be virtuous and appoint candidates
to positions that best suited to their abili
ties. Under the leadership of sages, people
were unwilling to do anything wrong out
of love and respect for their leaders. This is
obviously a better leadership philosophy

he answered, “Our Prefect Zi Jian has told

went back and reported to Confucius, “Zi
Jian has governed Shan Fu with his virtue
ple have been taught to be strictly honest

just because they are frightened by penal
the law without any supervision, as if they
were already supervised by laws and pun
few loopholes.
Shiji (Records by the Grand Historian) has
was governing the state of Zheng, he in
that no loopholes were available to the out
County of Ye, he instituted very harsh laws

Confucius’ student, Zi Jian was governing
County Shan Fu, he put Confucius teach
ings on benevolence, loyalty and tolerance
into practice. As a result, his people regard
ed Zi Jian as a good leader and looked up

to his governance.” As a governor, Zi Jian
sincerely loved and cared about his people
like a father to his beloved son, a doctor to
his people, his righteousness convinced his
people to follow suit. Thus his leadership
wrong. In all, such sagacious leadership is
the ideal that the Chinese have been pursu
ing for thousands of years.

On the other hand, it will be severely de
structive to deny the principle of sagacious
cation.
In “The Six Strategies” it says, “If the ruler
views those who receive the public’s praise
and popularity as sagacious, and those who
people are restless and feeling insecure. The
lic are bad and unworthy, then those who

cliques and have fewer supporters will get
ousted. Hence, the evil people will gang up

sential for the welfare of people, which had
been provided by religious preaching in the
West and the teachings of saint and sages in
the East. Therefore, paying close attention
to such education will serve as the key to

creation of a false reputation. Consequent
otic and the country will inevitably be in
peril of destruction.” This passage proves
that there would be dire consequences to

A. Reviving religious education. Every re
sence of practicing a religion is to prac

the population lacks the ability of rational
thinking.

the guidance of the saints and sages.
Unfortunately, this had been ignored

under sagacious leaders, good governance
place for the teachings on the truth of
life and the universe. Religious institu
to enlighten the public with the teach
lacking a clear conscience. If this is the case,

Playing videos of lectures on these top
ics using DVDs is feasible since quali

the lectures of good teachers who are
It has been a proven truth that “edu
cation is essential to govern a country and

between husband and wife, integrity
Chinese characters and Chinese clas
ordinates, respect for proper order be
tween the elder and younger siblings,

ety, fraternal love, loyalty, trustworthi
ness, propriety, righteousness, integrity,

Cardinal Relationships and the Eight
Virtues.” The Essentials of Chinese Classics and Qunshu Zhiyao should be the
textbooks for both scholarship and
leadership. Actions speak louder than

In addition to the above subjects,

part of our great traditions, which will
to follow.

in order to avoid terrible retributions.

E.

One of the success factors of China’s

deeds will have abundant blessings that
teachings of the saints and sages can do

including their descendants.” Should
, then I
believe that few people would dare do
anything wrong.

can be broadcast nationwide and even
globally through satellites or the Inter
net. There has already been a successful

C. The criteria for electing a leader should
be based on virtue and ability but pri
ority should be given to virtue. Only
the virtuous candidate who is dutiful
to their parents and has been proven to
be incorruptible can be elected as our
leader.

Province. The project was originally
initiated by Venerable Master Chin
Kung who set up the “Lujiang Educa
tion Center of Traditional Chinese Cul
ture” in Tangchi. The center sponsored
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teachings of saints and sages, which
the teachings of the saints and sages. All
cessfully shaped the town into a liv
righteousness and propriety. Its success
attracted international attention and the
teachers were invited to give a report at

purely good”. All these successful cas
and even a jail, have strengthened our

of Venerable Master Chin Kung have
teachings of the saints and sages. Such

us into a sage. Thanks to such educa

the Chinese traditional values in their

and lasting peace and stability will be
achieved worldwide.

by promoting the teachings of the saints and sages. All of these successful experiments prove the truth
is purely good”.
All these successful cases, from counties, cities, companies, and even a jail, have strengthened our faith
lasting peace and stability will be achieved worldwide.

A statement by the student of Confucius that
described his teacher’s personality:
He taught only what he had learned from
his studies of ancient masters. He never created anything new
of his own. He trusted and believed in
the truth found in the ancient texts.
Chin Kung

[ Discourses ]
The Way to Peace:
Equality and
Harmony Among
Faiths and
Cultures

Buddhism: An Education of
Compassion and Enlightenment
Venerable Sheng Miao

Buddhism is an education that
enables one to realize the truth of human
life and the universe. Through such thorough understanding, one not only attains
personal happiness, but is able to interact
passion and comprehensive wisdom, and
to help all living beings attain happiness.
Buddhism is therefore the Buddha’s most
virtuous and comprehensive education for
all sentient beings.
The founder of Buddhism is Sakyamuni Buddha, who was born 2,500 years
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ago in ancient northern India. He was the
crown prince of the Sakya clan. At a young
of human life, such as aging, sickness and
ing, he left the palace at the age of nineteen,
devoting himself to study and cultivation.
Within twelve years, he had studied every
religion and philosophy in India at the time,
but still had yet to discover how to end the
thirty, he set aside all that he had learned,
including six years of ascetic practice.
Under the bodhi tree, he entered a deeper

level of meditative concentration and was
able to observe his experience of past lifetimes and the circumstances of reincarnabecame enlightened by fully realizing his
innately wise and enlightened nature. He
observed that the true nature of the universe
phenomena arising from the emptiness present an illusion of existence. Simultaneously
aware of both emptiness and existence, he
understood their non-duality or oneness
(the Middle Path). Thus, a “Buddha” is one
who has fully awakened to the reality of
human life and the universe. After becoming a Buddha, Sakyamuni Buddha started
teaching others the truth that he had realized, known as the Dharma (the teachings
of a Buddha). As his students practiced in
accordance with the Buddha’s guidance,
achieving various levels of sagely attainment, they are known as the Sangha. The
Buddha, the Dharma and the Sangha are the
three essential components of Buddhism.
Analogous to rare gems, they are known as
the “Three Jewels.”

Learning Buddhism starts with
returning and relying on (taking refuge in)
teachings and realising innate enlightenment in daily life is taking refuge in the
Buddha. Renouncing the incorrect views of
the false mind for the correct understanding of the true mind, is taking refuge in the
Dharma. Renouncing the impure mind of
habits for the pure mind of the true nature,
is taking refuge in the Sangha. Thus, Buddhism is wholly a learning of the mind and
nature, and emphasizes developing the internal rather than pursuing the external. The
Buddha’s teachings are therefore known as
“inner learning” or “internal realization.”
Sakyamuni Buddha taught that every
sentient being possesses the same perfect
wisdom, virtue, appearance and abilities
as a Buddha. However, our ignorance of
this overshadows our innate wisdom and
generates wandering thoughts, discriminations and attachments. These lead
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ignorance, arrogance, doubt and aberrant

views, which in turn cause actions, words
and thoughts with positive and negative
karma. Such karma causes sentient beings
to be ever reincarnated within the Six
Realms. Positive karma leads to being born
within the heaven, human and asura realms.
Negative karma leads to being born within
the animal, hungry ghost and hell realms.
To transcend the Six Realms of reincarnation, one must be cautious about one’s
thoughts, words and conduct, and must
practice the Three Learnings of precepts,
meditative concentration and wisdom.
Abiding by the precepts means maintainrefraining from harming anyone. Meditative concentration is about abstaining from
aberrant thoughts and enabling the mind to
be calm and focused. Wisdom is not being
deluded by the world’s illusory phenomena, and understanding the truth. By abiding by the precepts, one attains meditative
concentration. Through meditative concentration, one realizes wisdom. Such practice
tachments, attain a pure mind and become
an arhat. An arhat is a sage who has transcended the Six Realms of reincarnation.
By renouncing discriminatory thoughts,
one attains an impartial mind, and becomes
a bodhisattva. A bodhisattva is a sage who
aspires to become a Buddha, to seek enlightenment and help others to do so. By
renouncing wandering thoughts, one attains supreme enlightenment and becomes
a Buddha - a sage of perfect happiness and
wisdom. Consequently, the terms Buddha,
bodhisattva and arhat refer to three levels of Buddhist attainment, and not to any
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particular person. These levels of attainment
are analogous to the three levels of academic
achievement - doctorate, masters and bachelor degrees.
Buddhism involves a teacher-student
relationship. The teacher-student relationship is based on the foundation of being
dutiful to one’s parents. Thus, Buddhism
places great importance on the virtues of
honoring parents and respectfulness to all.
The Three Conditions are a summary of the
highest teachings of Buddhism.
ents, serving teachers and elders, practicing
compassion and not harming any living beings, and practicing the Ten Virtuous Karmas1. This involves practicing compassion
and the Ten Virtuous Conducts based on a
foundation of honoring parents and being
respectful to teachers. In simple terms, it
means maintaining a good heart, speaking
good words, doing good deeds and being a
good person. This is cultivating the karma
to be reborn in the realms of human and
heavenly beings.
Next, one must aspire to transcend the
Six Realms of reincarnation and practice
abiding by precepts, meditative concentration and wisdom. Thus, the Second Condition is: taking the Three Refuges, abiding
and appropriate manner. This is cultivating the karma for personal transcendence of
reincarnation, which is the aim of a school
of Buddhism known as “Theravada Buddhism”.

1 Ten Virtuous Karmas refers to physically refrain from killing, stealing, and sexual misconduct; to verbally refrain from lying, harsh
speech, divisive speech, and enticing speech, and to mentally refrain from greed, anger, and ignorance.

Next, one must cultivate the karma
of Mahayana Buddhism. Mahay a n a
Buddhism is a school of Buddhism that emphasizes teaching sentient beings to attain
comprehensive Buddhahood. The Third
Condition is: generate the bodhi mind,
deeply believe in causality, study and recite
the Mahayana sutras, and encourage others along the path to enlightenment. The
“bodhi mind” means aspiring to become a
Buddha, also known as the aspiration to become a buddha and to teach sentient beings.
Those who generate the bodhi mind are referred to as “bodhisattvas”. Here, “deeply
believe in causality” not only involves a

enlightenment” means teaching and promoting the Buddha’s teachings for the benbility of bodhisattvas and the main reason
for the continued existence of Buddhism in
the world.
The Three Conditions encompass the
of Theravada Buddhism) and bodhisattvas.
This was due to the Buddha providing different teachings according to the aptitude
thereby conveying them to their appropriate realm (and thus the term “vehicle”).

Buddha results in becoming a Buddha. As
the Visualisation Sutra states, “When one
is mindful of the Buddha, one becomes a
Buddha.” Thus, mindfully chanting Amitabha Buddha is the cause, and becoming
a Buddha by rebirth in the Land of Ultiare the guiding principles for becoming a
Buddha and must therefore be regularly recited. “Encourage others along the path to

Buddhism may be encapsulated by the
Six Prime Principles as follows:

generate great love for all sentient beings,
known as the “mind of great compassion.”
This is synonymous with benevolence, compassion and universal love.
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(2) Set Great Aspirations: to aspire to
improve one’s ability and help all sentient
beings realize enlightenment and attain
happiness, regardless of the labor and time
involved. This is the “bodhi mind.”

starting with honoring parents and being
foundations to enable one to become a morally virtuous person.
tion: study in-depth the Buddhist teachings and become fully knowledgeable about
teaching oneself and others.
(5) Cultivation: practice the Six Perfections (Six Paramitas), namely giving, patience, diligence, meditative concentration,
ods are encapsulated in the Six Perfections,
which are prerequisites for a bodhisattva to
become a Buddha.
(6) Attain the Utmost Achievement: to
realize the mind’s true nature and achieve
supreme enlightenment. This enables one
others.
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Since its establishment by Sakyamuni Buddha, Buddhism has interacted
with other religions based on treating each
other equally and getting along harmoniously. With mutual support, Buddhism
developed together with other religions.
After Buddhism was introduced to China,
it integrated seamlessly with Chinese traditional culture with both becoming enriched
humanity. In today’s world of low morale,
social disorder, Buddhism is needed more
than ever to uplift our minds, and resolve
ny. This is particularly due to Buddhism
essentially being an education of loving
all between Buddhism and other religions.
Harnessing the strengths of Buddhism to
promote interfaith harmony with religions
learning from one another and renewing
religious education, will help the whole
peace and harmony. This is Buddhism’s
greatest contribution to humanity today.

Achieving Great Harmony Globally through Buddhism
Wherever the Buddha goes, whether to a country, a city, or a village, people will be moved and will benefit.
All the lands will be enveloped in peace and harmony. The sun and moon will shine clear and bright.
Wind and rain will come when needed. Disasters and epidemics will not occur.
The country will flourish and the people will enjoy peace. There will be no need for soldiers or weapons.
Virtue will be revered and benevolence will be promoted. People will practice courtesy and humility.
There will be no thieves or robbers in the country. There will be neither injustice nor resentment.
The strong will not dominate the weak. Everyone will naturally get their fair reward.
Chin Kung, at the age of 87
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The Search for Truth,
Goodness, Beauty and Holiness:
Catholic Life Education
Fr. Chau King Fun

(1) Preamble: Seeking the Core of Life Education
I am seeking
Put aside everything
Hoping for …… a life contented and leisurely
A naked contented heart
Under any circumstances
Never mind who I am … or … who you are
Life originally is precious
Must treat it with respect
Life originally is true
Must not let ourselves become hypocritical
Life originally is good
Must not let ourselves go into the pit of ugly evilness
Life originally is holy
Must not let sin contaminate ourselves

168

And make life vulgar
So ……
People must endeavour to expel from our hearts the devil
Learn to -- -Abandon ourselves
Put aside everything
With no obstinacy
Empty ourselves
Void has no hypocrisy
Observe spirituality in quietude
Shed ourselves
Of egoism and materialism Embrace the One with simplicity

changes. All the myriads of issues and creations, in the midst of all the changes,
reveal their own limitations. Yet, in whatever way the world changes, how
limited life is, the reality that appears before our eyes is all “Truth”. Yes, all that
reality before our eyes is “Truth”, but, what is “Truth”? We can talk about it from
heartedness”. Everyone has a heart of genuineness and lives in Truth which
means that everything can come alive in the reality of life without guile. Secondly,
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in the aftermath of an earthquake and tsunami, an elderly man looked for his
with the siren blaring. The scene clearly tells us that at this very moment, calamity
has struck and we, hearing it, can silently pray in our hearts and ask for safety.
Searching for truth is to uncover the true countenance of man’s egoism.
It also uncovers the true countenance of things and issues so as to display the “true
nature” of the human beings and issues.

and Promise (the Covenant of Love) and to put into practice Love’s mission. To
compassionate mutual help and love. We must also pluck up courage, gather
our spirit and strength, and with a serene heart hopefully wait for the Lord’s
descent on earth. When dealing with issues and Life, we must not feel shame

power and rights.

God’s salvation for the human beings that He created ---- all races and nations.
Catholic life education, in humanistic spirit1, demonstrates God’s plan of Love
that brings humankind life’s salvation and restore in people the “Truth, Goodness,
Beauty, Holiness” that they have lost to sinning.
The core of the Church’s humanistic education comes from the “Bible”. It is
the “good news” of Christ’s redemption, love, righteousness and peace which
can give stimulation to people’s hearts. Not only are people led to the love union
with God, but they are also led to giving mutual concern and service to one
another because of love. People’s hearts are liberated. People’s souls are cleansed.
1

Life’s communion among people is elevated. Society is motivated to go towards
harmony and concord.
The Catholic doctrine is to help the faithful to cultivate virtue to reach
sainthood and to enable Christians to live in the spirit of the gospel and adhere
to the Church’s ethical and moral norms. People must practice and realize “Love”
to grow the fruit of joy, peace, compassion, friendship, and harmony which bind
all virtues together. “And above all these virtues put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony” (Colossians 3:14) “The binding of all virtues”
transcendental perfection of God’s Love.
“The Culture of Love” brings out the point that only “Love” can transform
people. “Love” is the basic quality of humanistic education and social discipline
which possesses the instructions of a theological nature. The aim is to instruct
people how to live life in Love, that is, to instruct people to conduct themselves
in line with the demands of morality and ethics. The instructions have their
fundamental criterion which is the dimension of “Moral Theology” that includes
individual motives, ethical norms and the right conscience. The foundation of
Moral Theology is based on the Biblical revelations and Church traditions that
God and the Holy Trinity.
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The Church of today, in the action of “Love”, clearly stipulates the contents
that must be realized are: “give the good news to the poor; announce the release
of the prisoners-of-wars and the restoration of sight to the blind; and help the
oppressed to gain freedom”. All these have been neglected by modern society
and government. Yet, they are the core contents of Catholic life education and
“Benevolent Service” which are the concerns of Catholic life education and social
discipline can soon be realized and promoted in all countries in the world, in
particular, China. We, Chinese must take out our courage from the bottom of our
hearts so as to be able to integrate natural value, social value and spiritual value in
the new era of today into the grand harmony of “moral education” and “religious
training” to enable China to go towards the grand unity of “the benevolence of
oneness”.

(2) Self-Consciousness and Clear Headedness:
On Catholic Humanism in the Transformation of the
World’s Core Value. 2
Life’s sense of self-consciousness awakens Love’s mission
Motivates among people-and-people mutual services
In honesty and respect live out benevolence
With no suspicions
With no grudges or complaints
Only a share of Catholic love that transcends materialism and self
Put together with the daily necessities
Transformed into Life’s daily bread
------- Nourish the body and the heart
To stop people from falling into the pit of temptation
To leave the shackle of sin
It’s better to say: It is Christ’s encouragement ----With clarity of mind live out life
For Love’s service
Jesus’s Holy Eucharist
In the refuge of the Holy Blood
People procure the refuge of Love

2
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importantly, the morality and concord among inter-personal relationships. Self-cultivation of ethics and virtues is strongly stressed.

with the norms of ethics and morality, one can become a person of high ethical
and moral standards; secondly, with the whole society and country following the
norms of law and order, governance will become harmonious and people will live
in happiness and respect for their work.3 Hence, Catholicism in life education uses
the strength of faith to arouse people’s self-consciousness and Life’s awakening.
People are urged to actively study and revise what has been learned and learn
what is new so as to acquire the correct knowledge to distinguish the good from
the evil, right from wrong and black from white and put the correct knowledge
into practice. Hence, people are urged to have the sharing in their hearts and souls,
“Love”. Let materialistic society get back on its original track, that is, return to
the track of living the life of love, to the track of people’s mutual help and to the
track of realizing righteousness and peace. People’s sense of self-consciousness
of value orientation can help people to elevate the self-liberation of their heart
and soul. People’s life awakening has the enlightenment of the heart and soul.
It emphasizes that people should be able to see their own faults and perceive
benevolence, to understand goodness and be an honest self, to discipline the heart
and correct it, to attend to virtue cultivation and moreover, to have the ideal of
propagating goodness and getting rid of badness to reach sainthood and the realm
of sublime goodness where “the benevolent have no worries; the wise have no
delusions; the brave have no fear” and to accomplish the transcendence of the
heart and soul in accordance with people’s benevolence that inter-connects heaven
and earth. The union of the virtue of heaven and humankind and the union of
peace and harmony in the liberty of the heart and soul display the supreme preeminence and depths of religious spirit.4
Hence, Catholicism, in the face of the changing society and era, the confusion
foremost defend the core value of faith and education to establish the correct
educate the younger generation to bravely abide by the core value of the principle
of faith:
1. Truth:
Truth helps people to distinguish goodness from evil, truth from falsity.
2. Righteousness:
Righteousness asks people to respect other people’s rights, build a
3
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harmonious, equal and welfare society.
3. Benevolence:
Benevolence is the absolute principle of all virtues.
In the love of benevolence, everyone helps and takes care of one another.
4. Life:
Life is the priceless gift that God bestows upon people. Everyone possesses
the preciousness, truth, goodness and holiness of life’s uniqueness.
Unconditionally, Life should be given respect and dignity.

concordant life is built. Hence, the holiness of marriage must not be
destroyed. Giving birth is a holy mission and duty of faith and love. 5

(3) Goodness is to be Shared and Learned:
The Pre-eminence of Life Education
In the search for Life’s direction
Only loving truly … … deeply realize
In a luminous heart is true nature
Goodness is to be shared and learned
Lofty aspiration hugs the sky
Almsgiving is for all the needy
---- Abasing Himself, Jesus bent down to wash His disciples’ feet
Jesus said: In the same way, do this!
---- This is my body … … This is my blood
Jesus also said: Do this in remembrance of me
---- This is the Covenant of Love
Until the end of time.
Christ’s Love is the basic quality of human life
That enables people to live out Life’s beauty
In service paint the colourful rainbow
Jesus Christ has deeply loved Man
Without grudge or complaint
He has loved those who nailed “Him” to death

5
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All for Love -- -Love that is deep and profound has no grudge or complaint
People and God encounter in telepathy
People stay close and love one another
Education of Love enables people to sense and realize the existence of their
own self. To live out the “self” of Life, people must unceasingly pursue “an
idealistic self” and go towards eternal Life to realize “the accomplishment of self’.
While in pursuit of “an idealistic self” and going toward eternal life, people enter
into Life’s transcendence. Education of Love can create new Life. The capability
of “creating newness” brings out Life’s transcendence.6 At this moment, people
know clearly that they have to put Life’s development into practice to enable the
are transformed. Nature and soul are being polished in the pursuit of “Holiness,
Beauty, Goodness, Truth”. Then, the “True Self” can be accomplished to reach
only at sublime goodness”, “union of heaven and man”, “the ways become interconnected into one”, “the merging into oneness” and “union with God”. 7
Education of Love in Life transcendence enables Life to secure elevation.

clearly the value and meaning of the existence of Life and know how to choose
goodness with steadfastness.

Life itself is the existence of Love and the creation of Love as well. This Love is not

all the myriads of things in Life.

experience the mystery of all creations in heaven and earth as well as the mystery
of the human heart and soul, and can also comprehend, behind human limitations

6
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human Life, the mystery of living Love which, though cannot be expressed in
words, has the attraction to people who thirst for being converted to Him, because
in Him are Truth, Goodness, Beauty, Holiness, everlasting Love and eternal Life.
Hence, people, “in the journey of Life, must, at all times, make decisions
and choices for themselves, unceasingly transcend their own selves, continually
leap upwards and incessantly struggle and take risks. Unless people enter into
the main portal of Death, they have no way of entering into eternal Life and no
way of being fully converted to Christ. Before fully getting to grip with eternity,

peace. When looking back on Life, on the myriads of things, on personal failures,
their hearts and souls and lead them to doubts and bewilderment. In the bosom
of eternity, we ourselves can take heaven’s heart as our own heart and heaven’s
will as our own will. Heaven’s heart is absolutely and sublimely good; heaven’s
will is absolutely whole. When we entirely give ourselves to returning to heaven’s
heart and heaven’s will, we will no more feel doubts and bewilderment amidst all
the strife in human world. The existence of dejection, worries and fear will then
to transcendence and run towards eternity.”8

(4) Conclusion: The Aim of Life Education ---Harmony of Love
In a changing society
Human heart is getting into the fetters of materialism
At this moment … … What actually do people want to do?
---- Sharing ---In the inner heart is Love
Work in accordance with Faith
Dwell in benevolence and comply with righteousness
The great’s good deeds are obvious
Dwell in benevolence and comply with Faith
The saint’s cultivation of virtue is complete
Christians must use the Faith of Love at work
To enrich their own Life of Faith
Let Christ’s redemption transform human heart
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Everyone in Love builds the deep rooted foundation
In everything always is joy
In every place there is no obstinacy
In all things
keep a thankful heart
Surging up are ripples in Life
Knowing that our own heart is clear and clean
----- An awoken soul’s luminous virtue
Has a share of peaceful perceptive understanding
In the state of empty quietude in the heart
Comes the experience of that forever and ever freshness
In penance return to the depths of the heart and soul
Open up in the heart the new spring of sincerity and Love
And pour out the fully charged thriving vitality of the Virtue of Truth

The aim of life education ---- Harmony of Love ---- is in people’s life processes,
when they, after discovering eternity, experience true peace and security. The heart
and soul can unite the internal and external way and withstand disturbances of
treat the heart of Heaven as one’s own heart; treat the will of Heaven as one’s
own will; when completely return to Heaven’s heart and Heaven’s will and with
people can understand: from birth, they have to learn; learning leads to knowing;
knowing leads to the ability to perform and to the state of putting everything aside
and reaching the realm where all heart’s desires within the norms can be attained.

interpreted as “to start learning”, that would be too late. In Confucius’s time,
as: “Confucius had already realized his own direction. His aim was to be able to
establish his own school of philosophy and create his own theories to show people
the direction of forging ahead”.

“At thirty, one has established oneself”. This means at thirty, he had
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he learned I Ching, the Book of Changes and learned the Mandate of Heaven.
“At sixty, follow your ear”. The word “Ear” should be an auxiliary
word with no particular meaning, so this means at sixty, he followed the Mandate
of Heaven.
Since he followed the Mandate of Heaven, “at seventy, he followed
his heart’s desires within the norms” and reached the oblivious ultimate. 9
About the concept of the ultimate, in the “Great Learning”, it says, “The way
of great learning is to manifest the luminous virtue, love your people and only
stop at supreme goodness.” In general, this is being explained as three guiding
principles, but actually, it should be two guiding principles only and one ultimate.
Manifesting luminous virtue and love the people, in theory and in practice, are
two guiding principles. Stopping at supreme goodness is the ultimate goal.
Manifesting luminous virtue in ruling the country reaches supreme goodness
and loving the people of the country also reaches supreme goodness. The two are
inter-connected to reach supreme goodness. In Confucius’ school of thoughts, the
ultimate goal is to stop at supreme goodness which is actually the ultimate goal
of “Harmony of Love”. Establishing the new heaven and new earth means the
realization of the heavenly world in human world. Today’s life education must
have this share of ultimate spirit of “Harmony of Love”. Together with “learning”,
the spirit of “Love” must be stressed with “Do not do unto others what you do
not want others do unto you”. With “Love”, any religion, culture and race can
“merge into oneness” and build family harmony as well as social concord and
world peace.

Being found is a similar cultivation of the liberation of the heart and soul
All ask the faithful to learn: “Let go”
This is: “Do not be obstinate”
----- Put aside the thought of “exclusiveness”
Use the spirit of “Love’s” “Do not do unto others what you do not want others do
unto you” for dialogue
With “respect” and “appreciation” bring about the “merging” of spiritual
cultivation
We believe: “Love” has no boundary
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Whatever religion, culture and race
Because of “Love” get “the union of oneness”
“Love” is rooted in the human heart
From the Creator

the living great Virtue “Love” is bestowed on people

Like seeds being germinated in people’s hearts
People use “virtue cultivation’ to cultivate them
Enabling them to grow and branch
Religious cultivation and practice
Help people to nourish the heart and personality
Nourishing the heart, one must get rid of desires, vanities and avarice
Nourishing the personality, one must get rid of violence, wrath and grudge

So as to stop only at supreme goodness
Attain the union of heaven and man into oneness; ways inter-connected to
become the one; harmoniously joined and merged into oneness
To reach the eternity of everlasting Life
Study of Philosophy should avoid “exclusiveness”, pursue “harmonious
union”----Do not exclude others. With the spirit of “Love”, respect and merge
harmoniously. This harmonious union into oneness, love in the heart is like seeds
being cultivated in people’s hearts10.
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THE CONTRIBUTION OF
ISLAM TO PEACE
(Delivered by HIS EMINENCE MAULANA MOHAMED
ABDUL ALEEM SIDDIQUI)

I am
expected to submit before you the contribution of the religion preached by the Great
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)to
Peace. It is said and believed about Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) that he did not speak
anything of his own accord. As the Holy
Qur’an says:“He does not speak of his own
desire. It is but a revelation revealed to him
by his Creator” (Qur’an, 53:4). These revelations and messages of ALLAH were compiled in a book called the QUR’AN, which
is still preserved in its origina1 form. I shall

Qur’an and thus submit to you the contribution of the Qur’an towards peace.
The name given to this religion is
“ISLAM” which literally means peace
because the whole message of the Qur’an is
nothing but a message of peace. It teaches
us how to establish peace with the Almighty
by submitting ourselves to His Commands
and through submitting ourselves to His
Commands to achieve peace with the World.
This message from the beginning to the end
preaches peace and describes the means
to achieve peace. In the limited time at my
disposal I shall not be able to do justice to

the vast subject but in order to be authentic in my speech I shall just give quotations

A. The Course, which one should
adopt for his life, which leads
to Peace.
(a) The religion before Allah is Peace
(Islam) (Qur’an, 3:19).
way of peace wholeheartedly and follow not
you an avowed enemy (Qur’an, 2:208).
(c) This day I have perfected your religion (code of life) for you and completed my
favours upon you and have chosen for you
Islam the religion of Peace as your religion
(Qur’an, 5:4).

B. People are warned not to
create mischief and disturb
peace.
(a) Do not make mischief on the earth
when order has been established therein
(Qur’an, 7:56).
have received) from Allah and refrain from
evil and mischief on the earth (Qur’an, 7:74).
(c) Those who break Allah’s covenant
lah has ordered to be joined and do mischief
on earth: These cause loss only to themselves (Qur’an, 2:27).
(d)Tumult and oppression are worse
than slaughter (Qur’an, 2:191).
(e) The blame is only against those who
oppress men with wrongdoing and rebel in

there will be a grievous penalty (Qur’an,
42:42).
(f) And withhold not things justly due
to men nor do evil in the land working mischief (Qur’an, 26:183).

C. Slaughtering of the
Individual is considered to
be slaughtering of the
whole nation.
(a) If anyone slew a person - unless it
be for murder or for spreading mischief in
the land - it would be as if he slew the whole
people; and if anyone saved a life, it would
be as if he saved the life of the whole people
(Qur’an, 5:35).

D. Although recompense for
injuries is provided for,
forgiveness is recommended.
(a) The good deed and the evil deed
are not alike. Repel the evil deed with one
which is better; then will he between whom
and you there was enmity become as though
he was a bosom friend (Qur’an, 41:34).
(b) The recompense, for an injury is an
injury equal thereto(in degree); but if a person forgives and makes reconciliation his
reward is due from Allah; for Allah loves
not those who do wrong (Qur’an, 42:40).
(c) But indeed if any show patience and
forgive that would truly be an exercise of
courageous will and resolution in the con(d) But if the enemies incline towards
peace, you also should incline towards
who hears and knows all things (Qur’an,
8:61).
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E. Means to Establish Peace
1) Realisation of the existence of an
Almighty All-Knowing having power to
punish and pardon.
the Living, the Self-Subsisting, Eternal. No
slumber can seize Him nor Sleep. His are all
things in the Heavens and on earth. Who is
there can intercede in His presence except as
He permits? He knows what (appear to his
Creatures as) before or after or behind. Nor
shall they compass aught of His knowledge
except as He wills. His throne extends over
the heavens and the earth and He feels no
fatigue in guarding and preserving them.
Glory (Qur’an, 2:255).
Allah: there is no God but He. All things He
comprehends in His Knowledge (Qur’an,
20:98).
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(c) It was We (Allah) who created man
and We Know what dark suggestions his
soul makes to him; for we are nearer to him
than his jugular vein. Behold, two (guardian
angels) appointed to learn his doings learn
(and note them) one sitting on the right and
one on the left. Not a word does he utter but
there is a sentinel by him ready to note it
(Qur’an, 50:16-18).
sion. Therefore the unity of God is emphasized.
(a) Take not for worship two Gods: for
He is just one God (Qur’an, 16:51).
(b) Had there been any other Gods but
Allah in the Heavens and the earth surely
there would have been disturbance in both
(Qur’an, 21:22).

3) All messengers of God a r e
damental
(a) The same religion has He established for you as that which He enjoined on
Noah- that which we have sent by inspiration to you- And that which We enjoined
on Abraham, Moses and Jesus; namely that
you should remain steadfast in religion and
make no divisions therein (Qur’an, 42:13).
(b) Verily we sent messengers before
you; of them there are some whose story we
have related to you and some whose story
we have not related to you (Qur’an, 40:78).
(c) Say: We believe in Allah and what
has been revealed to us and to Abraham,
Ismail, Isaac, Jacob and the Tribes and in
the (Books) given to Moses, Jesus and the
Prophets from their Lord; we make no distinction between one and another among
them and to Allah do we submit (Qur’an,
3:84).
(d) And this is in the Books of the earliest revelations - the Books of Abraham and
Moses (Qur’an, 87:18-19).
4) Teachers of other religions, even
be insulted.
(a) Do not revile those whom they call
upon besides God, lest they out of spite revile God in their ignorance (Qur’an, 6:108).
5) Attitudes towards the followers of
(a) I worship not that which you worship. Nor will you worship that which I
worship. And I will not worship that which

you have been wont to worship. Nor will
you worship that which I worship. To you
be your religion (way of life) and to me my
religion (Qur’an, 109:2-6).
6) Everyone is made responsible for
his own actions.
(a) Say: Shall I seek for (my) Cherisher
other than Allah when He is the Cherisher
of all things (that exist)? Every soul draws
the reward of its acts on none but itself; no
bearer of burdens can bear the burdens of
another. Your goal in the end is towards Allah: He will tell you the truth of the things
wherein you disputed (Qur’an, 6:164).

7) Universal Brotherhood is established - All are children of a pair.
(a) (Allah) created you from a single
person, created of like nature, his mate, and
from them twain scattered countless men
and women (Qur’an, 4:1).
a single (pair) of a male and a female and
made you into nations and tribes, that you
may know each other (not that you may
despise one another). Verily the most honoured of you in the sight of Allah is (he who
is) the most religious of you: And Allah has
full knowledge and is well acquainted (with
all things) (Qur’an, 49:13).
(c) The Believers are but a single brotherhood. So make peace and reconciliation
between your two contending brothers;
and fear Allah that you may receive mercy
(Qur’an, 49:10).
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8) Humility is recommended; arrogance is condemned.
(a) And swell not your cheek (for pride
at men) nor walk in insolence through the
earth; for Allah loves not any arrogant
boaster (Qur’an, 31:18).
(b) Let not some men among you laugh
at others; it may be that the(latter) are better than the (former); nor let some women
laugh at others; it may be that the (latter) are
better than the former; nor defame nor be
sarcastic to each other, nor call each other by
connoting wickedness (to be used of one) after he has believed; and those who do not
desist are (indeed) doing wrong (Qur’an,
49:11).
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9) To envy others is forbidden.
(a) And do not covet those things in
which Allah has bestowed His gifts more
freely on some of you than on others: to men
is allotted what they earn and to women
what they earn; But ask Allah of His bounty.
(Qur’an, 4:32).

10) Problem of Wealth is sorted.
(a) Eat not up your property among
yourselves in vanities; but let there be
goodwill (Qur’an, 4:29).
(b) Allah has permitted trade and
forbidden usury (Qur’an, 2:275).

11) Principle of Distribution of Wealth
(a) In order that it may not merely make
a circuit between the wealthy among you
(Qur’an, 59:7).
(b) There are indeed among the priests
and anchorites who in falsehood devour the
substance of men and hinder them from the
way of Allah. And there are those who bury
gold and silver and spend it not in the way
of Allah; announce to them a most grievous
-

and rebellion: He instructs you that you
may receive admonition (Qur’an, 16:90).
nesses to fair dealing and let not the hatred
of others to you make you swerve to wrong
and depart from justice. Be just; that is next
quainted with all that you do (Qur’an, 5:9).
13) Sovereignty of Allah to be observed: Law and Order to be kept.

and with it will be branded their foreheads,

(a) No authority can there be for men
but Allah (Qur’an 12:67).

treasure which you buried for yourselves”
taste you (then) the treasures you buried
(Qur’an, 9:34-35).

senger and those charged with authority
among yourselves (Qur’an, 4:59).

12) Justice to be observed in every

14) Everyone is expected to preach the

action.

Message of Peace.

(a) Allah commands justice, the doing
of good and liberality to kith and kin, and
He forbids all shameful deeds and injustice

(a) You are the best of peoples, evolved
for mankind, enjoining what is right
forbidding what is wrong and believing in
Allah (Qur’an, 3:110).
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A Historian’s Wisdom:
A Synopsis on Dr. Toynbee’s
Revelation about Today’s Society
History is a vast early warning system.
Norman Cousins
Chen Yuexi

Dr. Arnold Toynbee, a British
scholars of the twentieth century, was a
very compassionate person who was deeply
concerned for the future of mankind. He had
conducted comprehensive research on the
history and civilizations of various human
races and had very insightful knowledge
on the causes of the rise and fall of each
civilization. Drawing on experiences from
history, he repeatedly pointed out in his
writings and speeches an imminent need
for mankind to deal with the “morality
world peace through education. This article
attempts to provide a brief introduction
on how to solve these two major problems
facing mankind today based on the advice
of Dr. Toynbee’s “Gem of Wisdom”.

Dr. Arnold Toynbee, a British historian and one
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Prelude
Impending Crises:
The Potential Crisis behind
Materialistic Prosperity.
D r. To y n b e e s a i d t h a t “ We c o u l d
justly accuse the whole human race…of a
‘morality gap’… Technology gives us

material power, and this is morally neutral;
it can be used, at will, for either good or evil.
The greater our material power, the greater
our need for the spiritual insight and virtue
to use our power for good and not for evil.
Material power that is not counterbalanced
by adequate spiritual power, that is, by love
and wisdom, is a curse and not a blessing.
The less we have of it the better. The ‘mohuman, we have never been adequate spiritually for handling our material power; and
today the morality gap is, I suppose, greater
than it has ever been in any previous age.”

have placed people under tremendous
pressure, for we seem to constantly
be bustling and restless. At the end of the
last century, academic research found that
people in developed countries spent
on average two to four hours watching
television every day but stay tuned to each
channel for only less than three minutes.
Last year, another research study found
that some youngsters had a habit of
checking their cell phones every ten to
twenty seconds. The negative impact of
ever-changing technology on our daily
lives cannot be neglected.

The rapid development of advanced
technology has brought unprecedented
materialistic prosperity and creation of
massive wealth to mankind. Travelling has
been immensely expedited by airplanes
and high-speed trains. Smart phones and
computers have made information from
all over the world instantly available at our

Amidst the rapid advancement of
technology in today’s society, very few
people would place importance on the
education of ethics, morality and causality,
which is widely regarded as superstition
and outdated. This prevailing phenomenon
increases the danger of disintegration of
morality every day and leads to people

pace of life and explosion of information

traditional culture and religion; the

spent on average two to four hours watching television every day but stay tuned to each
channel for only less than three minutes. Last year, another research study found that some
youngsters had a habit of checking their cell phones every ten to twenty seconds.
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In light of this, many wise people today
essential, which coincides with the views
of Dr. Arnold Toynbee and Dr. Joseph
Needham during the previous century. Dr.
Toynbee went so far as to pin his entire
hope of achieving this goal on traditional
Chinese culture. He said in his book
Change and Habit, “These unwelcome steps

published in 1966.

possibility of restoring world peace; the
survival of future generations and even the

severe problem confronting today’s society
and the root cause of which is the crisis of
education: it is indeed the biggest threat to
mankind and civilization.
Due to the collapse of education,
people have lost trust among themselves.
Thus, Dr. Toynbee’s gravest concern was
that due to the morality gap, mankind
has become irrational and a World War III
could break out during this nuclear age that
would annihilate the earth. Despite the fact
that “man is considered the wisest creature
on earth,” he will also lose his rationality,
owing to improper education and delusion
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Change and Habit,

world are being forced upon us by the technological revolution that we ourselves have
engineered. Technology cannot, of course,
dictate human choices. It can, however,
produce a situation in which there are two,
and only two, alternatives, one of which
is death; and this is the situation that our
technology has produced for us now.”1

I. Integration of Cultures:
The Hope for the Future
In this age of globalization, unity
among nations to find solutions for
common problems confronting mankind is
essential for its very survival. The proven
successful model in Chinese history where
multi-ethnicity and multi-culture co-existed
in peace and harmony serves as a good
example for the world to follow today. Dr.
Toynbee said, “The Chinese world-state
its establishment in the year 221 B.C. It had
occasionally disintegrated, but, each time,
it had reconstituted itself. It had occasionally been overrun by foreign invaders,
Thus the Chinese world-state was still a
growing concern at a date when the younger

Roman Empire had, long ago, faded away
into ‘ancient history’.”2

not imposed by force but through cohesion
of people brought about by education
Toynbee said, “In the Roman and Chinese
world-states the reconciliation between the
subjects and their rulers, and the eventual
blending of the two parties into a united
world-community, were facilitated by the

common culture”: it was neither imposed
by force nor through “brain washing.”
But rather, it was as what Confucius had
advocated, “To lead with virtues.” That is to

say a politician should lead by example of
morality and virtue. A leader characterized
by such qualities would naturally win
the support of people from all quarters,
rendering him like the North Star which
never changes its position, with a great
number of planets revolving around it in
their respective orbits.
Confucius promulgated 2500 years ago
“to govern with virtues,” which was the
ethical way that every human being should
follow, the same as “a common moral
standard” described by Dr. Toynbee. After
a thorough examination on the evolution
of over twenty civilizations, Dr. Toynbee
concluded, “A common moral standard,
at least on fundamental moral questions,
seems to be an indispensable basis for social
and political stability.”3

II. For the Sake of the Future:
The Value of the Chinese
Civilization Perceived by
Dr. Toynbee
The main reason why Dr. Toynbee
placed so much emphasis on the Chinese
civilization was that a common moral
standard had been established since its
beginning, even before the invention of
Chinese characters. Such a common moral
standard extended throughout Chinese
history with the invention of Chinese
explains why China has remained a united

2
3
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country ever since its establishment in the
Qin dynasty (221 B.C.), whereas Europe has
been divided despite the size and latitude
of China and Europe being quite similar.
This can be attributed mainly to the fact
that in spite of occasional disintegration of
the country due to civil wars, the Chinese
reverence as a common moral standard. To
since the collapse of the Holy Roman Empire
due to the lack of a common moral standard

To d a y ’ s s o c i e t y c o m m o n l y m i sinterprets morality as a restraint to
freedom. In Chinese, morality is composed
)
o f t w o c h a r a c t e r s : “ Wa y ” ( D a o
). “Way” is the truth
and “Virtue” (De
of the universe, life, and the law of nature.
“Virtue” is to act in accordance with the
truth and the law of nature to enable us to
continuously enhance our spiritual life and
put our materialistic life in balance. In other
words, abiding by morality, rather than
hampering our freedom, will help us lead
a stable and satisfying life materialistically
and spiritually free from attachment and
suffering. The traditional Chinese moral
standard can be summarized as follows:

Five Cardinal Relationships, Five Constants,

True cultivation begins with practicing these teachings

the rest of the world will share the great virtue.
Chin Kung

include all human relationships and the
reciprocal obligations among them. They
are:
1. Natural bonding between parent
and child which makes the parent and
the child love and care about each other
unconditionally.

4. The Eight Virtues

2. Distinct responsibilities between
husband and wife. The husband should be
bread owner and the wife should take care
of the family and educate children well.

3. Proper order between elder and
younger siblings. If one can respect for the
proper order among siblings at home, he
will get along with others at work and in
the community by respecting the senior and
supporting the junior properly.
4. Integrity and righteousness
between leader and subordinate. With
integrity and righteousness, a corporation,
organization and government will
have stable performance and secure a
sustainable growth for the long run. It is
also been recorded as “loyalty and fairness”
in historic narrations.
5. Trustworthiness among friends and
peers. To trust others, especially friends, is
to acknowledge the truth that the goodness
belongs to everyone, a truism that both
ancient Chinese and Socrates took for
granted.

are the foundation of Chinese traditional
academic study and applicable to all
people at all times. Society will naturally
be harmonious and peaceful with these
relationships properly in place. Professor
Chu Hung Lam, a historian, pointed out that
a political model that places emphasis on
teaching people to be good and to maintain
their good innate nature is the most
economical model of governance, which
corresponds with Confucian philosophy.

loyalty, trustworthiness, propriety, righteousness, incorruptibility, sense of shame,
benevolence, love, harmony and peace” are
pursued by all human civilizations and collectively are a summary of the education of
all saints and sages at all times.

came to China in 1839 to preach
the gospel, translated over thir-

I Ching

Legge, having been impressed by the
rich and profound Chinese culture,
in particular, The Complete Library

thoroughly digested; and on the whole
it is trustworthy. The publication of so
extensive a work shows a public spirit
and zeal for literature among the high
foreigners from thinking meanly of
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Thus, Dr. Toynbee pointed out, “This
was a moral code which concentrated on
the reciprocal obligations of the members
of a family and which envisaged the state
as being a family on the grand scale. Prowith the literature in which the philosophy
was embodied, was the avenue to entry
into the Chinese world-state’s civil service.
The key to admission was success in a
competitive examination in which the
subject-matter was the Confucian classics.
Here was a common way of life that
was uniquely close-grained. Its solidarity
accounts for the durability of the worldstate that it has held together.” This was the
foresight of Dr. Toynbee as a historian.
Dr. Toynbee was not the only one with
such foresight. Back in the late nineteenth
century, Mr. James Legge, a missionary
who came to China in 1839 to preach the
gospel, translated over thirteen Chinese
Classics into English including The Analects,
The Works of Mencius, I Ching and The Book
of Rites. Like many Western missionaries
who came to China, Mr. James Legge,
having been impressed by the rich and
profound Chinese culture, in particular,
The Complete Library of the Four Branches of
Literature, eventually became a Sinologist.
He said that “No nation has a history so
thoroughly digested; and on the whole it is
trustworthy. The publication of so extensive
a work shows a public spirit and zeal for
which should keep foreigners from thinking
meanly of them.4”
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The Spirit of Chinese People

The British historian Dr. Arnold Toynbee said,
“In order to resolve the social problems of
the twenty-first century, we must rely on the
teachings of Confucius and Mencius, and on
Mahayana Buddhism”. Confucius and Mencius
taught us to be mindful of benevolence and
righteousness, so that we can always be
honest to what we are in nature, and being
considerate for others. Mahayana Buddhism
cultivates the virtue of sincerity so that we can
be compassionate to others.

The “zeal for literature” described by
Mr. James Legge arose from the Chinese
intellects’ sense of social responsibility to
put into practice the education of ethics,
morality and causality. This sense of social
responsibility, “to foresee and be concerned
about the potential problems of society
before the public becomes aware of them”
has attracted many foreigners to accept
and propagate Chinese traditional culture
similar to the cases of ancient Roman and
Greek civilizations. All wise men admire
the “Way”. The Book of Rites said “When the
Great Way is pursued, the world community

is equally shared by all.” Therefore, Dr.
Toynbee said, “The missionaries of the
expanding culture had won converts, and,
of the two roles, the converts’ role had
proved the more important in the end. In the
greater part of the expanded Hellenic World
and the expanded Chinese World, the local
bearers of common culture were descended
from ancestors who had not inherited this
culture but had adopted it in place of some
the time the Chinese and Roman worldempires were four centuries old, the
descendants of the converts were doing
more than the descendants of the creators
of the culture to keep their common culture
alive and to maintain the world-state that
was being held together by it.”5
Dr. Toynbee’s perspectives of history in
the 1960’s were vindicated by a great British
scholar, Mr. Joseph Needham in the 1990’s.
He was a well-known chemist by training
and once thought that there was no science
and technology in ancient China. By chance,
he conducted research on the history of
Chinese science and technology and was
amazed to discover that ancient China had
Since then, he has devoted his energy to
the history of Chinese science until his
retirement. He described his realizing the
was similar to St. Paul’s dramatic conversion
from being the Christians worst enemy into
a disciple of Christianity. Transforming from
a scientist into a sinologist, he has changed
the Western perception of traditional
Chinese culture and its viability.

Mr. Joseph Needham told the world
in 1955, “The whole world as well as
China needs Confucius, Modi and Laozi
more desperately than ever.” Likewise,
Dr. Toynbee advocated in the 1970’s that
“In the coming 21st century, the only human
the pit of global chaos or a crisis is the
Theosophy or Wisdom of Confucianism
and Mahayana Buddhism.”

III. Nurture Saints
and Sages: Adopting
Traditional Pedagogy is
Necessary
A. Education Should Focus on Wisdom
The reasons why applying the teachings of Confucius and Mahayana Buddhism are capable of solving today’s social
problems is not because of their profoundness but rather their success in nurturing
saints and sages. This is in line with the
Chinese saying that a good philosophy bencivilization is able to turn an ordinary person into a sage because its education aims
at enlightening wisdom. The world would
naturally become an ideal place to live if
people are taught to be saints and sages.
Dr. Toynbee recognized the power of
traditional pedagogy because of his personal experiences. In 1902, at the age of thirteen, he went to St. Mary’s College to study
classical languages. He described how he
focused on diligently studying Greek and
Latin classical literature, the main theme of
which, like in Confucian classics, cantered
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on the ancient sages’ teachings on the truth
of the universe and the “Great Way.” Thus,
the foundation of Dr. Toynbee’s academic
knowledge was quite similar to that based
on the model of Confucianism, “a solid
foundation on the philosophy facilitates
one’s ability to analyze history.” In retrospect, Dr. Toynbee concluded, “It is true that
in the past, both in China and in the West,
a ‘human’ education did involve specialization because it concentrated on the study
of a set of works of literature that had been
canonized as being ‘classical’. I myself had
as thorough a grounding in the Greek and
Latin Classics as my Chinese contemporaries had in the Confucian ‘Classics’.”6
In 1912, Dr. Toynbee became a member
very soon he realized that he had to teach
various subjects simultaneously to satisfy
the university’s requirements. As he could
no longer focus his energy on research, he
quit his job and opted to engage in more
intellectually challenging research work on
human civilization, even though it meant
until his death in 1975 tirelessly researching
the history of human civilization and
has become one of the greatest historians
in recent times. His achievements were
brought about by his devotion and focus
on a single subject single-mindedly for a
prolonged period. His experience proves
stipulated in the Three Characters Classic
(a fundamental textbook for ancient
Chinese childhood education) “the right
way of teaching is to concentrate on a
single subject.”
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concentration generates powerful waves
of energy from the brain. Scientists found

of which alpha waves (7.5–12.5 Hz) are
considered the most powerful. When
neural oscillations are reduced and the
mind is in a state of deep concentration
where our learning capability, creativity
and intuition are at their peak. Scientists
have discovered that in today’s society, the
average learning capability of students is
severely deteriorating due to their failure

Toynbee’s great contribution to mankind
resulted from his whole-hearted devotion
to the study of history corresponding with
the Buddhist saying, “By concentrating
your mind exclusively on a single subject,
you can then achieve everything.” Dr.
Toynbee resigned from his faculty position
make more contributions to mankind, this
education of modern times. If knowledge,
rather than wisdom, serves as the object
of education, the excessive pursuit of
knowledge ironically harms students’
learning ability because they have to
study various subjects simultaneously. The
distracted students inevitably have poor
academic performance, and almost every
school is witnessing academic deterioration.
In this light, the case of Dr. Toynbee
should alarm the world about the crisis of
the “gap of scholarship.”

In conclusion, the pedagogy practiced
in ancient China appears increasingly
de-sirable for those who want to teach
is to concentrate on a single subject. Unfortunately, this pedagogy has long been
dormant because it has been mistakenly
labelled as a “dysfunctional and outdated
way of teaching.” What a great loss for both
success proves the necessity of reviving
traditional pedagogy for the sake of human
civilization.
B.

Although he could not understand Classical
Chinese, his thoughts echoed with those of
the renowned Chinese poets Chen Zi Ang
and Li Bai from the Tang dynasty 1,500 years
ago and the renowned Confucian scholar
Zhang Zai from the Sung dynasty 1,000
years ago. This sense of social responsibility
is common and true at all times and
in all places for every intellect. What
concerns them most is not the materialistic
development for sensual pleasure but the
passing on of traditional culture to preserve civilizations. Advanced materialistic
development cannot guarantee happiness

What can Traditional Pedagogy
Achieve?

Dr. Toynbee was a great man because
he cared about the future of mankind. He
derived such compassion and sincere love
for mankind from his study of ancient
Greek and Roman classical literature during
childhood and successfully putting into
practice the teaching “to be human is to be
divine.” With love and sincerity, his voices

companions and followers.”
A man with a pure compassionate
heart loves others as himself and truly
realizes every being in the universe belongs
to a single entity. Dr. Toynbee said, “My
sensitiveness to the historic environment
is part of living in the time dimension: It is
a feeling for our ancestors and through
our descendants, a feeling that we are trustees for the whole of human history. We
have to hand down what has been handed
down to us and see that it is preserved.”

can we enhance spirituality to realize the
real purpose of life and experience inner
happiness.
Dr. Toynbee pointed out in his book
A Study of History, “Cultural element
in a civilization is its soul and lifeblood
and marrow and pith and essence and
epitome, while the political and, a fortiori,
the economic element are, by comparison,
manifestations of a civilization’s nature and
vehicles of its activity.”7
Education has already been included
in the word “civilization” as described by
Dr. Toynbee. Venerable Master Chin Kung’s
conclusion on traditional Chinese culture is
the soul of a people while education serves
as the lifeblood of the civilization,” despite
ethnicities, and having never met. Hence,
“great minds think alike” is true at all times
and in all places.
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A Study of History

are pure-minded and love everyone equally.
-

Excessive reliance on advanced
technological development and
commercialization by society has led people
to discard traditional cultural and religious
education. As a result, degeneration of
morality and disorder in society is becoming
increasingly severe everyday due to lack
of proper education on integrity. As stated
in the Spring and Autumn Annals, “the lack
of humanity education dehumanizes a
person.” If we disown the sages’ education,
civilization and humanity will perish. Now
our civilization is at stake because education
deviates from the giving of universal love
and people become the victim of desires.
Whilst Dr. Toynbee did not understand
any Chinese, his insightful knowledge of
traditional Chinese culture stemmed from
his altruistic love of the entire mankind
because he understood the whole universe
is one entity. As we know, at birth, we are
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Surviving the Future

pure-minded and love everyone equally.
But we need education to maintain our
pure-mindedness throughout our life-time.
Hence, despite being an atheist, Dr.
Toynbee acknowledged the Universal Truth
in his twilight years. He said, “It is the voice
of a historian who believes that, through the
frame of history, God reveals himself, dimly
and partially, to people who are sincerely
seeking him.”
Dr. Toynbee’s “God” is divine love, “it
is an outward-going spiritual movement
from the self towards the universe and
towards the ultimate spiritual reality behind
the universe… The only way in which self
the spiritual reality behind the universe,
so this outgoing love, which is a form of
reunion, a union with other people and with
ultimate spiritual reality, is the true form of

8

This has the same meaning
as the Chinese tradition to treat men as an
integral part of nature. “The universe and
I came into being together; I and everything
therein are one. It is extraordinary that
Dr. Toynbee truly understood traditional
Chinese culture despite his lack of knowing
the Chinese language. He attained a
profound understanding of the truth of the
universe through meditative concentration
by devoting himself wholeheartedly to the
history of civilization for six decades. This
coincided with the traditional Chinese
delving into a single research topic) leads to
the achievement of meditative concentration
and from meditative concentration, wisdom
arises.” His achievements inspire us that
the real purpose of education is to pursue
wisdom, to reveal our innate pure nature
and keep it unchanged throughout our
life. Traditional education is still a highly
valuable asset to mankind today; it deserves
our practicing it and passing down to future
generations.

Conclusion
Surviving the Future
A Chinese idiom says, “If you do not
follow the advice of elders, you will soon
Wisdom of the Elders,” enables us to stay
away from trouble and keep us on the right
path.
Dr. Toynbee’s words are the “Gem of

9

How can we ensure the future survival
and betterment of life for mankind? To this
end, Dr. Toynbee advocated unifying the
world through the unity of religions, for
only then can religions assume their crucial
responsibility of properly educating people.
In A Study of History, Dr. Toynbee
pointed out that there was a most important
element for transformation of the old society
into a new society, “a church developed in
the old society (as an important education
institution), and in turn, it is the education,
the church, that give rise to the new society.”9
After examining twenty-one ancient
civilizations including Greek, Chinese
and Islamic, Dr. Toynbee concluded that
through integration and learning from one
another among civilizations, eventually,
a new broader, inclusive and more
harmonious society would be born. This
Peace in the Minds of Men and Women.” In
his twilight years, he further pointed out,
“How, then, can we arrive at a true, and
therefore lasting, peace? I do not believe that
this goal can be reached without a worldwide spiritual revolution.”10 “Culture is a
complementary power that enables society

A Study of History
Surviving the Future

11

times could match his understanding of the
Chinese civilization. His altruistic love for
mankind, combined with his erudition in
civilizations of the world, is evidence that
he possessed the same virtues as Confucius;
namely, wisdom, benevolence and courage.
Therefore, his words deserve our following.

Toynbee on Toynbee

197

(including religions) to restore harmony.”11
The complimentary power of culture is
education. The teachings of saints and sages
foster a consensus on the values of life,
this consensus then leads to harmony and
harmony to unity.
This lays a common foundation for the
pursuit of benevolence and love by every
civilization, from which it is extended and
summarized as the “twelve virtues” in traditional Chinese education as previously
described. He further pointed out,
“Uniformity of ethical standards and ideals
is certainly a necessary enabling condition
for unity of any kind. Is ethical uniformity
compatible with variety in ideology and religion? I believe that it is compatible, and I
believe that religious and ideological variety
are good things in themselves, because they
correspond to the variety of human nature
and meet its needs.” The centenarian Japanese Venerable Master Koryu said, “The
founders of all religions in the world were
Bodhisattva (‘The Bodhisattva of Mercy’).”
“The Universal Door” in the Lotus Sutra
also says that “Bodhisattvas would exemplify in the most appropriate forms of life
and identities to help every being in need.”
While all great ways converge at the same
for learning that would lead to the same
results. “All roads lead to Rome.” The ultimate objective of all religious education is
to promote universal love, guide people to
their innate goodness. This conforms to the
ent cultures and societies.
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Nowadays, advanced technology has
brought people all over the world closer

together. In anticipation of increasing
Dr. Toynbee said, “I hope that ideologies
and religion will cease to be part of the local
cultural heritage. I should like all of them
to be included in every child’s heritage all
over the world.”
Hence, he hoped that a new phenomenon in religious education would arise,
“So I should like children all over the world
to learn about all of the world’s historic
gies, so that individual choices in the matter of religion and ideology can be made by
everyone in due course, at an age when the
individual is mature enough to know his or
her own mind as an adult person.”
If we are able to let every child learn
from the teachings of various religions and
sages when they are young, it will give rise
to a new form of multi-religious education.
An institution that provides multi-religious
education would become the decisive
factor that gives rise to the new society.
Dr. Toynbee described it as “ a multi-cultural organization for education that promotes
mutual respect and learning from one another’s religious scriptures.” Such organization will nurture genuine world citizens
with universal love and equality to others.
Although Venerable Master Chin
Kung and Dr. Toynbee never had the opportunity to meet and there is no Chinese
translation of many of Dr. Toynbee’s writings or speeches, nonetheless, their views
are identical in many respects. In particular,
they both emphasized that religions should
return to education. To this end, Venerable
Master Chin Kung has devoted his entire
life to the teaching of Buddhism tirelessly.

In 1999, Master Chin Kung initiated the
unity of the nine major religions in Singapore and promoted returning religions to
education; and encouraged each religion
to select 360 of its most essential passages
to facilitate learning by everyone. If Dr.
Toynbee were to read such books today, we
believe he would have said “every world
citizen must read the books of 360 essential
passages of major religions.”
Today, in Toowoomba, a garden city
in Australia comprising more than eighty

has already been achieved by their
own initiative. The unity of religions
has made Toowoomba “a model city
of peace and harmony.” The city has a
Goodwill Committee (with multi-faith

in unity again in all its aspects and activisectarianism is going to be subordinated to
nationalism is going to be subordinated to

going to be subordinated to a comprehensive view.” 12
fering is a gift, in it is hidden mercy.” In this
have been experienced in recent centuries
is a “hidden mercy” that will eventually
lead the world to a bright future—to knit
the world into a family. Among those who
can be respected as the harbinger of the reToynbee is the most prestigious, erudite and

Multicultural Centre used as a common
venue for the celebration of activities
of various religions and the learning
and exchange of ideas on the teachings
enhancement. The multi-religious education anticipated by Dr. Toynbee has been
realized in Toowoomba. The multi-faith
unity in Toowoomba is a modern model
of Dr. Toynbee’s conception of a “united
world-religion.” We envisage this will
become a beacon for the promotion of
world peace and unity.

prosperity on our Mother Earth, Dr. Toynbee drew a board blue print for the future, a
great vision of three-in-one: Augusto’s City
of God; Plato’s Utopia and Chinese World
of Great Harmony.

Dr. Toynbee pointed out in his book
“Experiences,” written at the age of eighty,
“I therefore believe in the imminence of
one world, and I believe that, in the twen199
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Experience

On Family Education
in Ancient China:
The Top Priority Should Be Teaching
Our Children Well
Venerable Kai Ji

China has a long history. The continuity of Chinese culture and the lasting
social stability and prosperity result from
ancient Chinese attaching great importance
to family education, school education and
social education. By putting ethics, moral
education, teachings of the sages, and of
parents, who have already started to teach
their children in early childhood, played
life-time role models for their children,
so that the children were able to maintain
throughout their lives. There have been
many acknowledged outlines on family
education passed down throughout the
cultivated numerous sages, gentlemen, and
capable leaders for thousands of years.

Jinping gave an important speech at the
New Year Party of the State Council. He said,
school of one’s life”. Hence, there is a need to
place importance on family life. According to
family education successfully and to sustain
the great traditions in every family so as to

time to value family life, to carry out family education successfully and to sustain the great traditions in
every family so as to promote and carry forward the

Benevolence and love found in the teachings
of Confucius and Mencius can be seen in the
true practice of Guidelines for Beings a Good Person.

promote and carry forward the traditional
virtues of managing a family well. Like the
gentle spring breeze and rain moisturizing
warmed the heart of every Chinese.
To carry forward Chinese traditional
virtues, we must draw on the quintessence
from volumes that outline family education
in ancient Chinese clans and put it into
practice. By building a solid foundation of
will be able to realize social stability and
attain the vision of the “Great Harmony”
as recorded in “The Book of Rites”– “the
elderly being properly looked after till
their lives’ end, people in their prime
being properly deployed, the young being
brought up properly, the orphaned, the
widowed, the widowers, the lonely singles,
and the handicapped, all being cared for”.

A. Guidelines for Being a
Good Person (Di Zi Gui) :
The Most Important
Summary on Family
Education
Di Zi Gui contains concise outlines for
cultivating an moral personality from early
childhood. Being regarded as the “most
important guidelines for a good personality
for everyone in the world”, it enhances the
primary foundation of Confucian moral
education. Its content was the elaboration
of a passage from the Analects, “The Learner
should be dutiful to parents at home. When
they are away from home, they should be
fraternal, cautious and trustworthy; they
should give equal love to all in the world,
and approach the ones of virtue and
compassion and learn from them. After
accomplishing this, they should further
improve themselves by learning literature
and art if they are gifted enough”.
The author of Guidelines for Being a Good
Person (Di Zi Gui) is Li Yuxiu, alias Ziqian, a

who passed the county test during
dynasty. He studied from a famous
scholar, Dang Cheng, alias Binghe for
almost 20 years, specializing in the
study of The Book of Great Learning
(Da Xue), and The Golden Mean (Zhong
Yong). He founded a lecture center named
Many followers came from various places
to study from him who was addressed as
“Master Li” respectably. Based on the gist
and essence of the textbooks in history
on character building in early childhood,

Guidelines for Being a Good Person (Di Zi Gui)

The Most Important Summary on Family Education

good character by teaching Guidelines for Being a Good Person (Di
Zi Gui) in primary and secondary schools.

Guidelines
for Being a Good Person (Di Zi
Gui) has touched the hearts of
many families.

Master Li wrote a book called Xun Meng
Wen (Training Manual for Children), which
later on was edited by Jia Youren into the
current version.
Guidelines for Being a Good Person (Di
Zi Gui) is a precious set of family teachings
leading to a blessed and happy life, which
shines with the glory of the pinnacles of
virtues and kindness in humanity. Teacher
Tsai Li Hsu’s expounding of the guidelines
has touched the hearts of many families.
In 2006, the teachers in the Lujiang Center
of Cultural Education reported the results
of an experimental project they conducted
in transforming Tangchi, a town in Anhui
Province of China, into a model town of
peace and harmony by promoting the
teachings of the Guidelines for Being a Good
Person (Di Zi Gui)
quarters in Paris. The report deeply moved
hundreds of ambassadors and experts

B. Liao Fan’s Four Lessons:
Changing one’s destiny and
Liao Fan’s Four Lessons is a book of
family education written by “Teacher Liao
Kun Yi, in the Ming dynasty (AD 1368-1644).
He encountered many bad fortunes and
was forecast to have a short life, however,
under the teaching of the Venerable Yun Gu,
he started changing himself by practicing
his destiny successfully. Based on his life
experiences, he summarized his teachings
as “Changing Destiny: Liao-fan’s Four Lessons”

a compulsory course to build students’
good character by teaching Guidelines for
Being a Good Person (Di Zi Gui) in primary
and secondary schools. The wisdom and
practices of ancient Chinese are indeed the
heritage for all mankind.

also highly recommended
sons

-

and prime minister.

regards

as the classic

and the ways of changing his destiny since he had
set up Kyocera Corporation.

All merits and good fortune come from the few inches where our mind is located.
Everything can be sought from within and no request is beyond our mind’s reach.
When I seek to gain not for myself but for all others, then morality,
virtues, benevolence, and honor as well as wealth and
When we ignore our mind and seek everything outside us, even when we follow
all the honorable paths and have gained what we sought and were destined to
receive, we will lose our way both within and without.

(Extrapolated from Liaofan’s Four Lessons)
Chin Kung learned at August 12th

Destiny; Ways to Reform; Ways to Cultivate

Towards the end of the Qing dynasty
and the beginning of the new China,
Patriarch Yin Guang highly recommended
this book; hence it became quite widely read
and was passed down to future generations.
It has become the classic reading on
changing one’s destiny through practicing
kindness and charity. Patriarch Yin Guang
says in his preface for the book, “The four
were very well written and highly readable.
Being replete with wise words, readers
the book, one would be encouraged to take
immediate action to follow his example, to
move towards good fortune and prosperity.
to a better life by creating a good destiny
both for each individual and for our
society”.
Mr. Masahiro Yasuoka, a Japanese
sinologist, also highly recommended Liao
Fan’s Four Lessons, and said that it is “the
greatest learning about the drive behind
life”. According to Mr. Masahiro, the
book should serve as “the motto of good
governance” for the Japanese emperor and
prime minister, and it deserves everyone
to it read carefully and repeatedly. In
addition, the modern business guru Mr.
Kazuo Inamori also regards it as the classic
that shaped his values and goals of life.
He recalled that only after having come
across Liao Fan’s Four Lessons did he really
understand his life’s purpose and the ways
of changing his destiny since he had set up
Kyocera Corporation.

Liao Fan’s Four Lessons
book that Venerable Master Chin Kung
read after learning about Buddhism, and
During previous decades, he gave many
talks on it, and explained in detail the
principles and logic of changing one’s
destiny. As a result, the book has been
widely read both in China and overseas.

C. “The Outlines of Family
Education” listed in Xu’s
Genealogy – Cultivating
Great Virtues at Home.
The population bearing the surname

found in many places such as Shandong,
of the ancient genealogy that survives today is the Genealogy of Xu’s Clan in Qian
Chuan, a region in Anhui Province of China.
It comprises thirty-three bound volumes,
and up to the present, has been revised seven
genealogy recorded that the family history could be traced
back 4500 years ago, and up to now, there

carry out the code of conduct and teachings of morality for children to emulate, and children later develop such

have been 136 generations of descendants
from Huangdi, a legendary sagacious king
in ancient China who was regarded as one
of the greatest forefathers of China. It was
recorded that Huangdi
Huangdi and
Queen Luo Zhu. The genealogical records
traceable. Tracing the family tree back to its
origin shows that Chinese, though bearing
the same forefather. Therefore, all Chinese
belong to the same family. He who loves his
family will love his country; he who loves
his country will also love mankind.
The outlines of regulations and
teachings listed in genealogy are the
principles of being a good person, the

wisdom of leading a successful family
life, and the practices of these guidelines,
which are very valuable and inspiring
for everyone. In Xu’s Genealogy, it was inscribed with “Twenty-two Family Regulations
and Teachings (with Four Additions)”, “The
Imperial Teachings of Emperor Taizu of the
Ming Dynasty” and so on, some of which I
respectfully quote as follows:
I.

The relationship between leaders
and subordinates is akin to that
of heaven and earth; hence
subordinates should do their best
between parents and children
require us to be dutiful children
who love and honor our parents.

II. A family starts with a husband and
wife who bring children into this
world and shape their personalities.

Therefore, the interaction between
husband and wife has far-reaching
consequences on our society. Husdistinctive family duties and cultivate the virtue of righteousness.
They should establish a good
rapport at home and treat each
other with sincere respect.
III. All prosperous clans, without
exception, spring from couples who
have good rapport and where
families’ members are harmonious
and supportive of each other.
IV. Teach children to behave in a
gentle and deliberate manner, make
them obedient and let them live in
harmony. Do not allow them to
tease, mock, or pester. At the age of
should be taught to be humble,

respectful, modest and always
willing to accept, so that they will
become diligent students who can
concentrate on what they are
learning. Children should have an
air of gentility and calmness so that
they can avoid being disrespect and
disobedient. Be strict to those who
fail to respect elders and seniors,
make sure that they can correct
themselves immediately.
in the world (i.e. the natural bonds
between parents and children, the
righteousness between leaders and
subordinates, the distinctive
family duties between husbands
and wives, the proper order
among siblings and the trustwor
thiness among friends and peers).
to be a wise person. So how can
one disrespect their teachers and
friends? Since everyone learns
from teachers and friends, you
should respect them and hold
them in high regards throughout
your life.
VI. There are distinctive family duties
between husbands and wives,
which is crucial in social ethics and
morality, fundamental in the
prosperity of a clan. A couple’s
duty lies in inheriting the great
tradition of worshiping ancestors and practicing their forefathers’ teachings so that the
children can be taught properly,
which is essential in a society of
rites and propriety. Therefore, to
and foremost, one should look for

a spouse with virtues. The next
consideration is good family
person from honest, kind and
courteous families should be considered.
VII. Be careful with our family business for it is the source of our livelihood; being diligent and frugal
with our daily expenses, for this
ensures that our family business
is sustainable.
old, who are poor, and with no
family in the clan, the head of the
clan shall provide a subsistence
allowance of $1000 each.
It was inscribed in Xu’s Genealogy the

respectful to people who are older than you
and who are above you in station; maintain
a harmonious relationship with your

times. “Such strict ordinances kept everyone

D. Family Teachings of the
Qians: Paragon of family
teachings that cultivated
many talents
In the history of the Qian clan of Wu
cultivated many outstanding talents and
leaders.Some of the most acknowledged are:
Lord Qian Liu (AD 852-932) of the Kingdom
Wuyue, a famous scholar on phonology
and annotation of classics in the Qing
gifted scholar Qian Zhongshu (AD 19101998), who is acclaimed to be the last of the
intelligentsia in China, a scholar of Chinese
classics Qian Mu (1895-1990); and the list
can go on. Why have they cultivated so
many outstanding talents of their times for
so many generations? What is their secret
of success? It will have to be attributed to
the tradition of good family education in the
Qian clan.

be contented with what one is endowed
with; and do not do anything unjust”. This
is further elaborated in the Annotation of the
Six Rules: Being human, nothing is more
your parents. The Law of the Qing Dynasty
stipulates that “he who disobeys the teaching
of his parents or grandparents or fails to
support them is to be caned one-hundred
parents or the parents-in-law, grandparentsin-law, or found beating them, or killing
them should be sentenced to capital
punishment”. “Children found deliberately
going against the teaching of their parents or
grandparents are to be caned one-hundred

its origin which showed that Chinese, though bearing
different surnames, were originally from the same
forefather. Therefore, all Chinese belong to the same
family.

be observed that the “The Teachings of
Lord Wusu” and “The Outline of Family
Education Principles in Qian’s Clan” have
played an important role in character
building and achievement of brilliant
virtues for over a thousand years in the
clan. They have formed a family tradition
of respecting knowledge and promoting
learning, cultivating talents as well as
family duties and being responsible to our
country”; “Agreeable among siblings, in
harmony with all members of the family”;
“Those who read the classics will have
an in-depth grounding; those who read
history will develop wise analysis; those
publications, and those who build on virtues
and charity will have great blessings”, etc.,
which have become paragons of family
education.
Members of Qian’s clan tended to
place great importance on education. There
are many lines of wisdom such as, “Even
if ancestors are far removed from us, we

These wise words have made it possible
for the clan to realize lasting posterity for
more than one thousand years. Like many
big families in ancient China, Qians have
shouldered the responsibility of supporting
the underprivileged including widows,
orphans, and single seniors both in the
clan and in the community. In all, for more
than one thousand years, the Qians in Wuxi
County in southern China have fully realized
the valuable traditions of loving each other,
helping each other, living in peace and
harmony in traditional big families.
In the Qian’s family teachings, there
are many maxims, sayings of the sages, and
memorable quotations that are still valid,
worth learning, touching and edifying in
today’s world:
“Your private intentions should not be
your words or behavior should put you to
shame before ancient sages”.
“Do not pursue any interests that

Even if your children are slow-witted, you
should still instruct them in the Confucian
that is for many generations to come”.
should shoulder more social responsibilities
by providing free-education for children,
donating farm lands for funding charity
of supporting the poor members in the
clan and destitute neighbors”; “Rich members in our clan should relieve famine by
providing food or congee free to anyone in

“In selecting a daughter-in-law, you
should look for a virtuous lady, and should
not take a dowry into account; in selecting a
son-in-law, you should look for a good man,
and not take wealth into account”.
The family teachings have considerable

that certain portions of the family income
generated from land and agricultural
products should be used on education.

and posterity. They are invaluable treasures
and lessons our ancestors have passed
onto us.

children’s development, and hence are of
utmost importance.
In “The Teachings of Wen’s Mother”,
Lady Lu was quoted as very patiently and
repetitively teaching her son as follows:
I.

Your great grandmother once
warned your grandfather saying,
poverty, hunger and coldness,
remember that you should never
abandon the assets and foundation
that your ancestors passed onto
you.

E. The Teachings of Wen’s
Mother to her Children:

The “Teachings of Wen’s Mother” was
written and compiled by the sagacious
scholar Wen Huang towards the end of
the Ming dynasty; it documented his
mother’s teachings to him. The book
includes maintaining inheritance and
family, teachings about the virtuous roles of
a female, and the education of children and
so on. It passed on the wisdom and deep
philosophy of equipping oneself to realize
one’s potential and maintaining a good
family based on her personal experience. It
still rings true as indicated in the preface,”
The ancestors’ teachings I recounted in
this book are what my mother (Lady Lu)
taught me both in words and by example.
Indeed, these are good family teachings

II. If you do not wish to attend
ancestral worship ceremonies, or
weddings, or funeral services
then you are so lost in poverty that
you do not know how to get back.
If you stop attending ancestral
worship ceremonies, you have cut
If you stop attending weddings or
your social ties with relatives. Such
a person is called a “Lonely Single”;
even Heaven will not give them
their blessings.
III. When you head and run the family,
considered important by your
ancestors, even though they were

which are considered important to
the community but yet not achieved.
This is what is considered a feat

that a mother’s teachings by words and by
enjoying high rank and substantial
income.
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In the books of “Comprehensive
from Heritage”, “Teachings for Daughters
from Heritage”, the “Teachings of Wen’s
Mother” was included. In the remarks
made in “Abstracts of the Comprehensive
of Wen’s Mother” was given high acclaim.
genuinely unfailing support and counsel
for each other in the family. The fact that
they were able to maintain composure in
face of catastrophe shows that the teachings
were not empty claims; they were so
deeply ingrained that they lived up to
them. Mr. Chen Hongmou (1696-1771) in
his remarks on the “Ancestor’s Teachings
for Daughters”, “Although ‘Teachings of
Wen’s Mother’ were couched in everyday
IV. Do not pursue wealth and prosperity. As the saying goes, one
should take life easy. There is no
limit in your quest for wealth. Even
if you are a millionaire, if you are
an extravagant spendthrift, there
will be a day when you become
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The teachings and admonishment in
“Teachings of Wen’s Mother
Lady Lu’s great virtues and kind-hearted
guidance. Its author Wen Huang, alias Yu
Shi, who was born in Wu Cheng, was a
scholar that passed the county examination
during the last Ming Emperor Chong Zhen’s
reign. He was posted in Hui Zhou. When
the city was besieged by the Qing army, he
refused to surrender and his whole family
faced certain death. He was remembered
for his integrity and unswerving loyalty
which sprang from his mother’s excellent
teachings.

and comprehensive advice and counsel
on building one’s character and treating
others, and ways in running a family and
word is drawn from a wealth of experience,
which makes the book highly readable and
worth re-reading”.

was given

others, and ways in running a family and responding to

F. Maxims from Courtyard
Teachings— Education for
the princes displaying
kingly love
A famous minster in the late Qing
dynasty, Zeng Guofan, was also known for
having provided good family teachings to
his sons. The two books on family teachings
that he highly recommended were “Maxims
from Courtyard Teachings” by Qing Emperor
Teachings of
Wisdom and Maxims from the Study” by the
high scholar Zhang Ying, who was the
reign. Zhang Ying was the father of Zhang
Tingyu. Both father and son became prime

minister. Zhang Ying wrote in the “Teachings
of Wisdom and Maxims from the Study,”
they wish for them is health and peace, the
second is fame, and the third is for them to
be able to keep their family”. He has indeed
expressed the common wishes of all parents
on earth.
The “Teachings of Wisdom and Maxims
from the Study” is the family teaching of
a prime minister, whereas “Maxims from
Courtyard Teachings” is the family teaching
of loyal families. The book was composed
Emperor Yong Zheng. It has far reaching
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of three consecutive emperors in the Qing
Zheng and Qian Long). Emperor Kang
responsibility bestowed upon him by his
ancestors, hence he placed great importance
on education of the princes. He realized
the importance of proper education for
the princes which would begin from the
early stages of life, and his strict family
education allowed no negligence or lax
attitude. He often personally supervised

Joachim Bouvet saw how Emperor Kang

once said in the “Maxims from Courtyard
Teachings” that there is nothing that one
cannot tide over in life, “Hold it down for
a while and it will come to past”. He also
said one must study the I Ching (The Book
of Change) “because it contains the ways of
understanding the common people and setting up teachings for them, and it is useful
for cultivating virtues and empathizing sencountry.
Parents, in their love for their children,
tend to think far ahead for them. The
words and by example, have cultivated two

Emperor educated his princes by showing
them a good example, which is the best
model of fatherly love that is well worth
respecting”.
In the “Maxims from Courtyard Teach-
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ings
patiently in detail a comprehensive range of
tiation”. Hence his heart is always permeating with compassion, and he is able to treat
everyone and everything around him with
a joyful attitude, which will bring blessings to replete his life with bliss and auspices. He quoted from the “Treatise of Cause
”: “In life, when one harbors just
one kind thought, even though it has not
yet been transformed into action, the god
of good fortune has already followed him.
In life, when one harbors one evil thought,
even though no evil has been done, the god
of misfortune has already followed him”.

Courtyard Teachings.

great successors -- Emperors Yong Zheng and
Qian Long, creating the prosperous reigns of

can see that Chinese people place great
importance on family education. The fact that
these descendants of China have been able to
stand strong after surviving several thousand
years of history can be attributed to the family
education that they have been keeping in mind
and have passed down from generation to
generation. These ancestral teachings are all
based on the teachings of the sages including
and Eight Virtues.

the need to “carry forward good traditional
Chinese family virtues”. It is an excellent advice
for promoting ancestral virtues. As Chinese
descendants, we should revive our great
tradition, assume the teachings of our ancestors, promote them, and pass
on the invaluable heritage to our future generations. It’s only then can
that bestowed upon us the teachings of wisdom with great patience in
order to open a bright future for us.
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Being a Leader with Love and Wisdom:
Applying Chinese Ancient
Philosophy to Corporate
Management
The Promoting Happiness Department,
Good-Ark Electronics Co., Ltd

Preface
Peter Drucker, a renowned leader
his life and revealed that he was interested
in studying companies and their management styles as he was conscious of the fact
that business organizations are replacing
conventional villages and tribal groups as
the organic communities in an industrialized society. So it is business organizations
communities and the societies.
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What is the key to becoming an “organic
community” in an industrialised society?
And how can such a community serve as a
backbone in the development of long-term
social stability? There is no better solution
than that of building a “family-based
management system” that puts traditional
culture into practice.
lies, or clans, have played as the backbone
of China’s social stability and unity as they
ment philosophy of ancient
Chinese culture. There has
been a wealth of research carried out by modern historians
and anthropologists on the patriarchal clans (or lineages) that
have proliferated in traditional
Chinese society, especially dur-

upon his life and revealed that he was interested in studying companies
and their management styles because he had noticed that, since modern
should be business organizations, rather than villages and tribal groups
in the past. Therefore, it is business organizations that effectively unite
individuals with communities and societies.

proves that the values embodied in the
porate management and sustainable social
development.
Through blood relations, a big
traditional Chinese family was able to unite
hundreds or even thousands of family
members. A patriarchal clan is likened to
a small society which shoulders the responsibilities of that include nurturing the
young and caring for the old (elderly care
and child care), infrastructure construction,
social security as well as providing school
educations. The British scholar Maurice

rate group”; in other words, modern business enterprises essentially share many
similarities with China’s traditional patriarchal clan.

monarchy, business enterprises became
the nation’s mainstay due to the rise of
commercial society. In the past, traditional
extended families shouldered two main
social responsibilities, that of nurturing the
young and caring for the elderly; it was
nuclear families rely on business enterprises
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traditional Chinese values and wisdom.

to restore the structure of a traditional family
in a commercial society, it can be achieved
through benevolence and morality.
A business enterprise can inherit the spirit,
purpose, ethics and even the scholarly
teachings of a traditional family by engaging
family values to transform, educate, and
happiness of the individual are reoriented to
an altruistic goal of pursuing the happiness
for the public, laying a foundation for world
harmony and social stability.
Comparable to a traditional family, an
enterprise that puts “family culture” at the
heart of its business management will focus
on putting sages’ teachings into practice
through the education of values and virtues,
so as to better serve others, save natural
resources and establish a good role model
for society. When ethical concerns take
come naturally to the enterprise without
deliberate pursuit, like a tree bearing an
abundance of fruit. As the Great Learning
states, “With virtue, one wins subordinates;
with subordinates, a territory will take
shape; with a territory, revenue will be
generated; with the revenue, one will have
the resources for the welfare of the public.
Thus moral qualities are the foundation
of a nation. Wealth is but the means”. An

from all aspects of society in return (i.e.
“subordinates”), thereby winning market
share (i.e. “the territory”) and moneymaking
is just a natural result (i.e. “the revenue”).
An enterprise that implements the concept
of “family culture” will give priority to
its employees’ happiness and clients’
satisfaction (i.e. “the virtue of operating
an enterprise”) through the teaching of
traditional Chinese values and wisdom (i.e.
moral qualities).
Suzhou Good-Ark Electronics Co., Ltd.
advocates traditional Chinese “family culture” as the ideal approach to manage its
company. Good-Ark attaches great imporwould often take turns attending classes
on the sages’ teachings concerning moralClasses run all year round even if it means
prise truly demonstrates the act of giving
wealth, enlightening others of the truth of
life and universe and showing benevolence
as taught in Buddhism. Moreover, every day
at lunch, videos are broadcast via CCTV on
stories and methods to practice the core values of traditional Chinese culture, such as
1
3 and the Eight
Virtues2
Virtues4. Thus, learning and teaching at
Good-Ark is never-ending.

to society (i.e. “virtue”) will receive support

1

2 The Five Virtues are benevolence, honor, courtesy, wisdom, and trust.
3
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4

Good-Ark places moral education as
its foremost priority. This education of
traditional culture includes the twelve virtues of honouring one’s parents, fraternity, loyalty, trustworthiness, propriety,
righteousness, integrity, sense of shame,
benevolence, love, peace and harmony.
Good-Ark has successfully implemented
and pra-cticed these values. Having gained
considerable experience and achieved good
results that it wishes to share, its management
style has become a role model for enterprises
in China and abroad. Suzhou Good-Ark has
proven to the world that a management
system based on traditional culture leads to
mance. Such a system is clearly not only apand prosperous world, as well as harmony
among people, could be achieved if more and
more enterprises around the globe would
practice the concept of “family culture” in
their respective organizations.

I. Incorporating Traditional
“Family Culture” in
Corporate Management
System
Suzhou Good-Ark Electronics Co., Ltd.
is a publically-listed company in China
that manufactures semiconductor components. Good-Ark prioritizes the happiness
of its employees as their number one goal.
The company motto states that “the value
of a business enterprise is measured by the
shown by its customers”.
In 2009, it proposed “the building of a
happy enterprise” based on traditional fam-

its foundation—Humanistic Care, Humanistic
Education, Green Enterprise, Health Maintenance, Philanthropy, Volunteer Programs, Humanistic Documentation and Moral Responsibilities. By 2013, Good-Ark had created a
Chinese management system based on the
notion of family culture.
Within the eight modules, humanistic
toward building a family culture embodied
in a happy enterprise. In today’s society
where trust is visibly lacking, it is essential
that we build trust among employees, treat
them even better than our own children, and
live up to our aspirations as their “parents”.
Mr. Wu Nianbo, founder and chairman
of Good-Ark, believes that every employee
should be given full trust in the manner in which
parents trust their children and think about their
children in a positive way. So for that reason,
Wu abolished the regulations that punishing
wrongdoers because it goes against the concept
of family culture that upholds “every family
member should be respected and trusted”.
Therefore, after family culture was set
into motion, the 2,300 employees of GoodArk no longer needed to record their arrival
and departure time, and the punch card
machines became “relics of history”. As the
that he/she is well respected and trusted.
In the book The Governing Principles
of Ancient China, under the section titled
“Caring for the People”, it states, “Good
leaders will love the people as if they were
their children, and care for them as if they
were their own kindred. They grieve for
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people who are starving and mourn for
people who are toiling in hardship”. In
Good-Ark, those in leadership positions
have three roles to play; namely, that of a
leader, parent and teacher. Their attentiveness
to the roles they play motivate employees to
become responsible above and beyond their
normal duties.
ity gave rise to a healthy company culture,
Good-Ark began to encourage middle-level
managers to learn traditional virtues and
team leaders. The hope is that by receiving
continuous teachings of the sages, each one
ence both in their private life and in the public sphere. To have such wise and virtuous
leaders will undoubtedly help the company
achieve great success. Leaders are like the
elders of a family who respect, love, help,
and take care of their subordinates, providing them with a sense of belonging and
harmony, and enabling them to treat one another like family members. This supportive
ease so they can wholeheartedly dedicate
themselves to their job.

II. “Family-Based Management
System” Proved to Be
Mr. Wu Nianbo, chairman of GoodArk, once immersed himself in the thinking
of western management theory. After
graduating with an MBA from the United
States, he then engaged in the study of an DBA
in the U.K. Wu is considered very familiar
with the concept, method and experience of

modern business management of the West.
However, upon establishing Suzhou
Good-Ark Electronics, Wu decided to put
family culture at the heart of its business
management, a significant element in
Chinese philosophy. This transformation
illustrates not only that the concept of
family culture based business model is still
a feasible method in today’s society, but it is

Aquinas University’s invitation, Mr. Wu
participated in the Enterprise Management
Seminar in New York. He introduced his
business management system to the university professors and partners that is based on
the notion of traditional family culture and
shared the successful results this system has
brought to Suzhou Good-Ark Electronics.
Every one present at the seminar was deeply moved and showed exceptional recognition and respect towards Mr. Wu’s proposal
of “Incorporating Traditional Culture in
Management System to Increase Enterprise
Vitality”.
Dr. Michael Magee, President of Positive Medicine Inc., noticed that Mr. Wu’s
tireless promotion of traditional beliefs of
a “family code of conduct” and family vallife at home. They were able to serve their
parents dutifully, respect their husband or
wife and take good care of their children.
Through the practice of traditional values
sense of security. This method was highly
admired by Dr. Michael Magee because it
was only with such a mind can employees rise to their strengths, and hence bring

“Family-based management system” (“Happy Enterprise”)
is composed of eight modules, including Humanistic Care,
Humanistic Education, Green Enterprise,
Health Maintenance, Philanthropy, Volunteer Programs,
Humanistic Documentation and Moral Responsibilities.

Care

-

Teachings of Saints and Sages, Lectures

words, pictures and videos, we have recorded the history of our happy enterprise,
which will serve as valuable references for
-

-

able Suggestion, Sign Your Signatures on
the Spot.
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wider community. The peace of mind will in
turn help the enterprise sustain stable and
lasting development.
According to Mr. Wu, “The value of
an enterprise is measured by the happiby its customers. Business enterprise is an
important driving force for the development of modern society and has become
the backbone of the community. Before we
reach for the ideal of a harmonious society,
we should endeavor to shoulder the social
responsibilities to build more role models
of happy enterprise as well as establishing
environment-friendly enterprises. If this
can be achieved, then we will realize the
dream of a harmonious world that serves
the common interests of all people”.
Employees’ happiness and sense
of security comes from the teachings of
morality and virtue, such teaching can
rectify one’s false thoughts so that correct
values are followed. Within the correct
words and actions, lies one’s happiness and
welfare. Classical Chinese text reads, “The
moral law is the law of nature from which
we cannot for one instant deviate”. It is also
said that “those who follow the correct path
(the law of nature) will be awakened to the
virtues within”. Therefore ethics and morals
are not used to restrain people, but to help
us return to a natural and healthy state; both
of course. Growth of the spiritual mind will
enable us to become men of virtue thereby
making greater contributions to our family
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gain indicates an increase in wealth and
positive growth in assets.

Many entrepreneurs, who have already
visited Good-Ark, unanimously felt that
it is more of a school than a public listed
company. Mr. Wu stated, “ The key to
operating a business based on traditional
family culture is to transform the company into a so-called school that puts family
values and family principles into practice.
Therefore the teaching of sages is the founthat can generate positive growth.
The sages’ teachings concern consists of
three main areas; namely morality, ethics and
Relationships tells us that, “the loving
relationship between parents and children
is natural; there are distinct responsibilities
for husband and wife in a family; leaders
shall be benevolent, subordinates shall be
loyal; there exists a natural order between
seniors and the young; and there should
be trust between friends”. Honoring one’s
parents, fraternity, loyalty, trustworthiness,
propriety, righteousness, integrity, a sense
of shame, benevolence, love, peace and
harmony are the main elements of moral
education.
If a person is dutiful to their parents and
respects their brothers and sisters, then they
workplace, let alone commit wrongdoings.
Thus, one who knows their fundamental
genuinely consider the needs of others and
accomplish all tasks given. As stated in the
Great Learning
down to the common man, the cultivation
of personal life is the foundation for all”.

devoted himself to his enterprise, endeavoring to integrate the traditional culture of
allegiance, being dutiful to parents, kindness and fraternity into the practice of family culture in the enterprise. He perseveres
in the principle of treating every executive
employees through the classics of Chinese
sages, he encourages everyone to undertake moral responsibilities and be willing
to make contributions to society. So a happy
who become capable of shouldering social
responsibilities and this eventually brings
about a prosperous world where people
can live in harmony and countries can
thrive. This is the common vision of Eastern
and Western advocates of corporate social
responsibility.
Correcting one’s faults and cultivating
innate goodness is the principle and
objective of traditional cultural education.
In this way, every person can cultivate to
become sages or people of moral integrity.
All people can be taught to become better
persons and hence have the ability to make
due contributions in every position they
might undertake. They do not need rules
or restrictive mechanisms to keep them in
check.
Mr. Wu claimed, “There is a saying,
stand the traditional value system and puts
it into practice, it is possible for the company to combine a number of departments
into one since the members of the various
departments will cooperate very well with
others, thereby fewer executives will be
needed in middle-level management”. Dr.
George Kell, the Executive Director of Unit-

ed Nations Global Compact, believes that
this type of management is the so-called
which is highly regarded by Westerners of
today. By elevating the level of authorization
to employees with abilities and a sense of
responsibility, the company’s management
hierarchical and centralized management.
In this case, the cost of management is greatture, a company will obviously response to

In terms of the management ideology of
traditional family culture, Mr. Wu concluded, “The goal of management is to develop
levels of management and intricate policies
to ensure a company’s sustainable development”. This resonates with Confucius’
ideology of “Guide people by virtue, keep
them in line with the rites, and they will,
besides having a sense of shame, reform
themselves”.

III. Family culture brings about
equality harmony
cultures and religions like a family that
accepts and educates children with a diversity of faiths. Last year, Margaret Mary
Aquinas University, and Keith Darcy, chair
of “The National Centre for Ethics and Social Responsibility” of St. Thomas Aquinas
University, visited Suzhou for six days. After seeing Mr. Wu and the company in action, they gained insights into Good-Ark’s
establishment of family culture. President
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universal values; not only does it embrace
with Mr. Wu’s business philosophy as well
as the traditional teachings of the sages.
They stated that they originally thought

however, what was least expected was that
they not only found no contradiction between the two cultures but also felt deeply
that everyone could relate to the concepts of
family culture, especially the love and care
that family brings. Adopting family culture
in managing an enterprise is to put the universal values into practices.

embraces all rivers, but is also able to
make them possible for local and modern
societies. The practice of family culture
is ultimately for the purpose of bringing

within yourself” without forcing others to
conform and follow. This is the Chinese
way of leadership, a philosophy that Lau
Tzu summarized as, “A leader is best when
people barely know he exists, when his
say: we did it ourselves”. The universality
of China’s traditional culture, as well as its

that is based on the notion of traditional family culture and shared the successful results this system has brought
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philosophy and logics, explains why the
teachings of the sages can be implemented
in business enterprises.
It is only when individuals have a
happy life and groups coexist in peace
and harmony that the management of
family culture can truly bring about order
management. Many people hope, that for
sake of humanity, the notion of a happy
enterprise will play its role in promoting
the teachings of the saints and sages around
the world.

Conclusion
The Chinese civilization has a rich history that features continuity which is unique
among ancient civilizations in the world.
Having successfully maintained its vitalyears, Chinese civilization is still vibrant today. The continuity of this ancient civilization is not only extraordinary, but also has
accumulated a wealth of cultural heritages
such as wisdom, thoughts, methods and
a pool of past experiences that can serve
as valuable references for modern people.
It is an asset that belongs not only to the
Chinese but to everyone in the world.
Adopting traditional family culture
through promoting the teachings of saints
and sages can create true leaders and
responsible, self-motivated and self-disciplined subordinates, who will eventually bring stability and harmony to their
families, to the organizations they are
serving, to their communities and even to
the world. Chinese family culture involves
myriads of aspects and it can be adopted

in every organization, company or institutions. What has happened in Good Ark’s
proves that “ true wisdom generates real

those in the West, the concept of family, as
well as the culture of maintaining it, can act
as a bridge that facilitates cultural communication and integration of the two.
Now, we are expecting Good Ark’s
pioneering experiment become a valuable reference that encourage followers to
their business. Since everyone has a family, a good healthy family culture will be
supportive to managing various kinds of
grounds. We hope this type of management, as well as moral education of saints
the world so that every cultural tradition
can be fully respected and their valuable
heritages can be carefully adopted to create
happiness and boundless fortunes for all
human beings. We are expecting a colorful
world of cultural diversity where every ethnicity and race can enjoy their lives just as
a thriving garden looks charmingly beautiblossom freely in their way, and the soil that
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He should be
content
with little, and be
free from
allinordinate
desire.
-Gleanings From
the Writings of
Bahá’ulláh CXXV
(US Bahá’í.
Publishing Trust
1990 pocket-size
edition)

Make wisdom
by mother,
contentment
thy father, and
thruthfulness
thy brother.
These are thine good
relations.
-Sri Guru Granth Sahib, Page 151
(Gems of Thoughts from Guru
Nanak, by Harbhajan Singh,
Principal of the Shahid Sikh
Missionary College, Amritsar;
cited by Sardar V. Harcharan
Singh, Deputy President Khalsa
Diwan Malaysia)

Helping the
enemies regain
friendship for
this is better
than saying a
faithful pray.
Islam

Love is always patient;
love is always kind;
love is never envious
or arrogant with pride….
or ever get annoyed…
She bears up under
everything….there is no limit
to her hope.
-1 Corinthians 13:4~7,
The Bible
(International Standard
Version, 2008)

Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all
thy strength, and with
all thy mind; A new
commandment I give
unto you, That ye love
one another; as I have
loved you, that ye also
love one another.
Christianity

Therefore, desiring to
rule over the people.
humble oneself before
them; And, desiring to
in one’s person, follow
behind them.
-Tao Te Ching, Chapter 66
(Transl. by D.C.Lau,
Penguin, 1963)

A person who
loves all beings,
practices virtuous
conducts, and
is the happiest
person.
Buddhism

The most
wonderful thing
that one can do
is to forgive
others for
their faults.

Wisdom is better
than wealth of
every kind
which is in
the world.

Judaism

47:6 (Transl. by
E.W.West,
from Sacred Books
of the East, volume
24, Oxford University Press, 1880)

With a noble
soul, one
devotes himself
to bringing
happiness and
peace to others,
including those
who once
hurt him.
Hinduism

