


 “Religion” in Chinese consists of two characters: Zong (ᘶ) and Jiao (᭖)
Zong (ፎ): major, important and reverent

Jiao (ۭ): education, teaching, transformation

So when used together, the Chinese definition of “Religion” (Zong Jiao) will be clear: major education, 
important teachings and reverent transformation. The root of religion gives rise to compassion and 
loving-kindness; just like a tree springs from the root. Religious teachings of morality, virtue and the 

Law of Cause and Effect are like the branches and leaves of a tree. Attaining wisdom through practicing 
precepts and meditative concentration is similar to flowers giving rise to fruit. 

Its ultimate goal is to realize the true reality of the universe.  
(Religion encompasses both the highest philosophy and the most advanced science.) 

That is why religion (Zong Jiao) is important education for every human being.

Chin Kung, at the age of 87
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For Heaven and Earth, we vow to cultivate a 
universal love for every thing and every being.

For all people, we vow to dedicate 
RXU�OLYHV�WR�EHQHÀW�WKHP�DOO�

For the past saints and sages, 
we vow to ceaselessly carry on their eternal teachings.

)RU�WKH�FRXQWOHVV�JHQHUDWLRQV�WR�FRPH��
ZH�YRZ�WR�EULQJ�ODVWLQJ�SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�

Chin Kung



[Speeches]
Love permeates 

all the Dharma realms.  

*RRGZLOO�ÀOOV�WKH�
entire universe.



Speaker  Venerable Master Chin Kung AM
Date  May 2015
Venue UNESCO Headquarters, Paris, France

5HVSHFWHG�$PEDVVDGRUV��GHOHJDWHV��
JXHVWV�DQG�IULHQGV�

� ,�DP�JUHDWO\�KRQRXUHG�DQG�JUDWHIXO�IRU�
the invitation to celebrate Vesak with you at 
81(6&2�+HDGTXDUWHUV� IRU� WKH� WKLUG� WLPH��
and to share our thoughts and experiences 
RQ� UHVROYLQJ� FRQÁLFW� DQG� IRVWHULQJ� ZRUOG�
peace.

� ,� UHPHPEHU� WKDW� 81(6&2� ZDV� HVWD�
EOLVKHG� LQ� ������ GUDZLQJ� IURP� OHVVRQV�
learned in World War II. UNESCO’s 

constitution states that “Since wars begin 
LQ� WKH�PLQGV� RI�PHQ�� LW� LV� LQ� WKH�PLQGV� RI�
PHQ� WKDW� WKH� GHIHQFHV� RI� SHDFH� PXVW� EH�
constructed.” This sentence encapsulates 
the root cause of disorder in the world. It 
FRQYH\V�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�PHVVDJH³WKH�ZKROH�
universe is closely related to our thoughts. 
If our thoughts are kind, the world will 
EH�KHDYHQ�DQG� WKH�/DQG�RI�8OWLPDWH�%OLVV��
If our thoughts are unkind, devoid of 
EHQHYROHQFH�� KRQRU�� FLYLOLW\�� ZLVGRP�� DQG�
trust, then society will be chaotic.

� 7KH�%XGGKD�WDXJKW�WKDW��́ DOO�SKHQRPHQD�
DUH� PDQLIHVWHG� E\� WKH� PLQG�µ� $� SHUVRQ·V�
DWWLWXGH� DQG� WKRXJKWV� QRW� RQO\� DͿHFW� WKH�
world but the entire universe. Many state 
OHDGHUV� DQG� DFDGHPLF� H[SHUWV� KDYH� QRZ�
ORVW�FRQÀGHQFH�LQ�UHFRYHULQJ�VRFLDO�VWDELOLW\�
DQG�SHDFH��6XFK�D�FULVLV�RI�FRQÀGHQFH�LV�WKH�
ELJJHVW�SUREOHP�IDFHG�E\�KXPDQNLQG�WRGD\�

� +RZ� GR� ZH� JDLQ� FRQÀGHQFH"� :H�
PXVW�EH�UROH�PRGHOV�E\�WUXO\�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�
practising the traditional teachings of the 
VDJHV� DQG� VKRZ� WKHLU� SRVLWLYH� LPSDFW�� 7R�
WKLV� HQG�� ,� KDYH� FRPH� XS� ZLWK� 6L[� 3ULPH�
Principles as a reference for those dedicated 
WR� UHVROYLQJ� FRQÁLFW� DQG� UHDOLVLQJ� ZRUOG�

6L[�3ULPH�3ULQFLSOHV�IRU�5HVROYLQJ�
&RQÁLFW�DQG�3URPRWLQJ�:RUOG�3HDFH

81(6&2�&HOHEUDWLRQ�RI�9HVDN
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6L[�3ULPH�3ULQFLSOHV�IRU�5HVROYLQJ�
&RQÁLFW�DQG�3URPRWLQJ�:RUOG�3HDFH

81(6&2�&HOHEUDWLRQ�RI�9HVDN

SHDFH��7KH�6L[�3ULPH�3ULQFLSOHV�DUH��IRVWHU�D�
vow of universal love, set great aspirations, 
HVWDEOLVK� WKH�PRUDO� IRXQGDWLRQ�� VWUHQJWKHQ�
the learning foundation, cultivate, and 
DWWDLQ�WKH�XWPRVW�DFKLHYHPHQW�

��� (GXFDWLRQ�LV�)RUHPRVW�LQ��
� 5HVROYLQJ�&RQÁLFW
 After 9/11, the Centre for Peace and 
&RQÁLFWV� 6WXGLHV� DW� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI�
4XHHQVODQG� LQYLWHG�PH� WR�D� FRQIHUHQFH�RQ�
FRQÁLFW� UHVROXWLRQ��:KDW�DUH� WKH�RULJLQV�RI�
WKH�ZRUOG·V�FRQÁLFWV"�7KH�RULJLQV�OLH�ZLWKLQ�

WKH� GLVKDUPRQ\� RI� IDPLO\�� ZKHUH� VSRXVHV�
distrust each other and do not get along. 
$W� WKH� URRW� OHYHO�� FRQÁLFW� RULJLQDWHV� IURP� 
RXU� PLQGV³WKH� FRQIOLFW� EHWZHHQ� RXU� 
innate and our habitual natures. Thus, 
WKH� UHVROXWLRQ� RI� ZRUOG� FRQÁLFW� DQG� WKH�
HUDGLFDWLRQ�RI�ZDU�UHTXLUHV�UHVROYLQJ�FRQÁLFW�
LQ�WKH�IDPLO\�DQG�ZLWKLQ�RXUVHOYHV�

)RVWHU�D�9RZ�RI�8QLYHUVDO�/RYH

� :KHUH�GR�ZH�VWDUW�LQ�UHVROYLQJ�FRQÁLFW"�
We start with a true dedication to universal 
love. What does vow for “universal love” 

81(6&2�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ������LQ�RUGHU�WR�GUDZ�IURP�OHVVRQV�RI�:RUOG�:DU�,,��81(6&2·V�FRQVWLWXWLRQ�VWDWHV�WKDW�
´6LQFH�ZDUV�EHJLQ�LQ�WKH�PLQGV�RI�PHQ��LW�LV�LQ�WKH�PLQGV�RI�PHQ�WKDW�WKH�GHIHQVHV�RI�SHDFH�PXVW�EH�FRQVWUXFWHGµ��
ZKLFK�HQFDSVXODWHV�WKH�URRW�FDXVHV�RI�GLVRUGHU�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��0DQ\�FRXQWULHV�ZHUH�LQ�UXLQV�DIWHU�WKH�:DU���/��7ZHQW\�
VL[�FRXQWULHV�VLJQHG�WKH�'HFODUDWLRQ�E\�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ���5�

:LVH�SHRSOH�ZKR�GHYRWH�LQWR�UHVROYLQJ�FRQÁLFWV�DQG�VHFXULQJ�ODVWLQJ�SHDFH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�VKRXOG�SXW�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
6L[�3ULPH�3ULQFLSOHV�LQWR�DFWLRQ��QDPHO\�IRVWHU�D�YRZ�RI�XQLYHUVDO�ORYH��VHW�JUHDW�DVSLUDWLRQV��HVWDEOLVK�WKH�PRUDO�
IRXQGDWLRQ��VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�OHDUQLQJ�IRXQGDWLRQ��FXOWLYDWH��DQG�DWWDLQ�WKH�XWPRVW�DFKLHYHPHQW�
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PHDQ"� ,W� LV� WKH� GLYLQH� DQG� XQFRQGLWLRQDO�
ORYH³WKH� LPSDUWLDO� DQG� XQLYHUVDO� ORYH�
RI� -HVXV� &KULVW�� WKH�PHUFLIXOQHVV� RI�$OODK��
WKH� FRPSDVVLRQ� RI� WKH� %XGGKDV� DQG�
%RGKLVDWWYDV��*RG� VR� ORYHG� WKH�ZRUOG��$V�
ZH�UHYHUH�*RG��ZH�PXVW�OHDG�RXU�OLYHV�ZLWK�
WKH�ORYH�RI�*RG�LQ�RXU�KHDUWV�DQG�EULQJ�WKLV�
love to those around us. 

 Such divine love is our true nature. 
7KH� YHU\� ÀUVW� VHQWHQFH� WDXJKW� WR� FKLOGUHQ�
E\�WKH�DQFLHQW�&KLQHVH�ZDV�´+XPDQ�EHLQJV�
are born with innate goodness and purity.” 
This is the purity of the true nature, the  
VHOI�QDWXUH� RU� VLQFHULW\� WKDW� LV� LQQDWH� WR�
HYHU\� KXPDQ�� 7KURXJK� VLQFHULW\�� RQH� ZLOO�
ORYH� LPSDUWLDOO\� DQG� XQFRQGLWLRQDOO\��
7KLV� LV� UHÁHFWHG� LQ� WKH� WHDFKLQJV� RI� -HVXV� 
&KULVW�� ´7KRX� VKDOW� ORYH� WK\� QHLJKERU� DV�
WK\VHOI�µ� DQG� WKH� %XGGKD�� ´8QFRQGLWLRQDO�
ORYH�DQG�FRPSDVVLRQ�IRU�DOO�ZKR�FRH[LVW�LQ�
this universe of one living entity.” 

� ,W�LV�DPD]LQJ�KRZ�WKH�&KLQHVH�DQFHVWRUV�
encapsulated the concept of returning to 

our innately pure nature and the teaching 
RI� XQLYHUVDO� ORYH� LQ� D� &KLQHVH� FKDUDFWHU��
ěҨĜ(xiao��� ZKLFK� PHDQV� WR� ORYH� DQG�
honour parents. The Chinese character 
ěҨĜLV� FRPSRVHG� RI� WZR� FKDUDFWHUV��
WKH� XSSHU� SDUW� LV� GHULYHG� IURP� ´ROGµ 
ěЧĜ�and the lower part is “young”ěʪĜ� 
7KH� FRPELQDWLRQ� RI� WKHVH� WZR� FKDUDFWHUV�
V\PEROLVHV�WKH�RQHQHVV�RI�JHQHUDWLRQV�SDVW�
DQG�SUHVHQW��7KHUH�DUH�LQÀQLWH�JHQHUDWLRQV�
SDVW�DQG�LQÀQLWH�JHQHUDWLRQV�WR�FRPH��ZLWK�
LQÀQLWH� VHQWLHQW�EHLQJV� FRQQHFWHG� WR�XV� DV�
RQH�HQWLW\��7KH�XQLYHUVDO�ORYH�DULVLQJ�IURP�
WKLV� LV� WKH� JUHDWHVW� ORYH� DQG� SDUDPRXQW�
in loving and honouring parents. In 
%XGGKLVP�� LW� LV� WKH�ERGKL�PLQG�ZLWK�SXUH�
DQG� LPSDUWLDO� ORYH� IRU� DOO� EHLQJV�� 7KLV� LV�
because the whole universe is one living 
entity, and such oneness is the true nature. 
How closely interconnected indeed! The 
%XGGKD� VDLG� ´2QHVHOI� DQG� RWKHUV� DUH� QRW�
distinct.” As such, how can we attach 
FRQGLWLRQV�WR�RXU�ORYH�RU�QRW�EH�ORYLQJ"�

 Loving and honouring parents is 
the foundation of the Five Cardinal 
Relationships. The loving relationship 
between parent and child is innate to each 
one of us and is observable in infants. If 
\RX�ORRN�DW�DQ�LQIDQW�OHVV�WKDQ�WKUHH�PRQWKV�
ROG�� WKHLU� H[SUHVVLRQV� DQG� VPLOHV� DUH� VR�
innocent! They are just as happy regardless 
RI� ZKR� LQWHUDFWV� ZLWK� WKHP�� 7KH� SDUHQWV�
in turn, care for their child attentively and 
unreservedly. This is the loving kindness of 
being a single integrated entity. 

� 7KXV��WKH�DQFHVWRUV�KDG�WKH�ZLVGRP�WR�
recognise the loving relationship between 
parent and child as the fount of all virtues. 
7KH�FRPSDVVLRQ�RI�%XGGKLVP��WKH�LPSDUWLDO�
and universal love of Jesus Christ, and the 

7KH�DQFLHQW�IRUP�RI�́ Xiaoµ��ÀOLDO�SLHW\��
UHVHPEOHV�D�FKLOG�FDUU\LQJ�KLV�DJHG�
SDUHQW�RQ�KLV�EDFN��$QRWKHU�DQFLHQW�
IRUP� RI� WKH� FKDUDFWHU� VKRZV� WKH�
VDPH³D� FKLOG� VKRXOG� EH� REHGLHQW��
FDUU\�RXW�WKH�SDUHQWV·�WHDFKLQJV�DQG�
KRUQRULQJ� WKHP�� 3HUIHFWO\� IXOÀOOLQJ�
ÀOLDO�GXWLHV�LV�´ÀOLDO�SLHW\µ��
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PHUFLIXOQHVV�RI�$OODK��DUH�DOO�H[SUHVVHG�IURP�
the true nature. The true nature is the origin 
of religion, culture, and civilisation.

 However, the infant learns to 
distinguish his parents as he grows. Such 
GLͿHUHQWLDWLRQ�LV�FRQWDPLQDWLYH�DQG�UHVXOWV�
LQ�WKH�ORVV�RI�D�SXUH�PLQG��7KLV�LV�DQ�H[DPSOH�
RI�ZKDW�&RQIXFLXV�VDLG��´$OWKRXJK�KXPDQ�
QDWXUHV� DUH� ERUQ� ZLWK� WKH� VLPLODU� QDWXUH��
acquired habits set us apart.” Maintaining 
WKH�SXUH�DQG�LPSDUWLDO�ORYH�UHTXLUHV�SURSHU�
education, which is the starting point of all 
the teachings of sages and religions and is 
in line with the Chinese saying “Without 
HGXFDWLRQ�� >KXPDQ@� QDWXUH� GHJHQHUDWHV�µ�
In the Three Character Classic (Sanzi Jing), an 
ancient textbook for Chinese children, the 
ÀUVW�VL[�OLQHV�FOHDUO\�VHW�RXW�WKH�WUXWK�RI�WKH�
XQLYHUVH�DQG�WKH�REMHFWLYH�DQG�LPSRUWDQFH�
RI�HGXFDWLRQ��6XFK�ZLVGRP�LV�WUXO\�WLPHOHVV�
and universally applicable. 

� :KHQ�GRHV�HGXFDWLRQ�EHJLQ"� ,W�EHJLQV�
ZLWKLQ� WKH�ZRPE�� ,I�ZH� ORYH� RXU� FKLOGUHQ�
DQG�ZLVK�WR�HGXFDWH�WKHP�ZHOO��ZH�VKRXOG�
HPSKDVLVH� D� SURSHU� IDPLO\� HGXFDWLRQ� WKDW�
QXUWXUHV� SURSHU� SHUVRQDO� GHYHORSPHQW�
IURP�FKLOGKRRG��7KLV�LV�WKH�NH\�VWUHQJWK�RI�
traditional Chinese education, which has 
sustained it for thousands of years.

 A few years ago, the Vice Chancellor 
of the University of Southern Queensland 
WROG�PH�DERXW�D�VWXG\�FRQGXFWHG�E\�VHYHUDO�
(XURSHDQ� DFDGHPLF� H[SHUWV� EHIRUH� :RUOG�
War II. They researched why Chinese 
FLYLOLVDWLRQ�UHPDLQV�ZKHUHDV�WKH�RWKHU�WKUHH�
ancient civilisations have not. The research 
FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�WKH�PDLQ�UHDVRQ�ZDV�GXH�WR�
WKH�VWURQJ�HPSKDVLV�WKDW�WKH�&KLQHVH�SODFHG�
RQ�IDPLO\�HGXFDWLRQ�

� :KDW� GRHV� &KLQD·V� WUDGLWLRQDO� IDPLO\�
HGXFDWLRQ� WHDFK"� 2YHU� WZR� WKRXVDQG�
years ago, the Book of Rites referred to 
WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� SURSHU� FKLOGKRRG�
HGXFDWLRQ� LQ� LWV� ÀUVW� FKDSWHU�� ZKLFK� LV� 
DERXW�GHYHORSLQJ�D�ÀQH�PRUDO� IRXQGDWLRQ�
IURP�FKLOGKRRG��6XFK�DQ�HGXFDWLRQ�ZRXOG�
KHOS� D� FKLOG� PDLQWDLQ� D� SXUH�� ZLVH�� DQG�
FRPSDVVLRQDWH� PLQG� WKURXJKRXW� OLIH�� EH�
VXSSRUWLYH� RI� YLUWXRXV� PDWWHUV�� DQG� QRW�
EHFRPH� DQJHUHG� RU� UHVHQWIXO� LQ� WLPHV� RI�
adversity. 

� )RHWDO� HGXFDWLRQ� LV� RI� IRUHPRVW�
LPSRUWDQFH� LQ� FKLOGKRRG� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG�
has been the teaching tradition in China 
for thousands of years. Three thousand 
\HDUV�DJR��7DL�5HQ��WKH�PRWKHU�RI�.LQJ�:HQ�
RI� WKH�6WDWH�RI�=KRX�NQHZ�WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� 
of foetal education. Throughout her 
SUHJQDQF\�� VKH� PDLQWDLQHG� WKH� KLJKHVW�
PRUDO� VWDQGDUGV� LQ� WKRXJKW�� ZRUG�� DQG�
conduct to foster the upstanding character 

&KLQHVH� DQFHVWRUV� VDLG�� ´7HDFK� \RXU� FKLOGUHQ� ZHOO�
GXULQJ� LQIDQF\µ�� /LNHZLVH�� WKH�Holy Bible� DOVR� VDLG��
´6WDUW�FKLOGUHQ�RII�RQ�WKH�ZD\�WKH\�VKRXOG�JR��DQG�HYHQ�
ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH�ROG�WKH\�ZLOO�QRW�WXUQ�IURP�LWµ��
�3URYHUEV�������
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of her foetus. With King Wen being  
generally regarded as a sage king in  
&KLQHVH� KLVWRU\�� JHQHUDWLRQV� RI� PRWKHUV�
KDYH� IROORZHG� 7DL� 5HQ·V� H[DPSOH� DQG�
YDOXHG� IRHWDO� HGXFDWLRQ�� 6XFK� FRPSDVVLRQ�
DQG�WUXH�ORYH�IURP�D�PRWKHU�LV�WKH�VWDUWLQJ�
point of China’s traditional education. 

� )URP� WKH� PRPHQW� RI� ELUWK�� DQ� LQIDQW�
can see and listen, and is already learning. 
7KH�SDUHQWV�PXVW�WKHQ�VKRZ�WKH�LQIDQW�KRZ�
to behave in accordance with Guidelines 
for Being a Good Person (Di Zi Gui) by their 
RZQ� H[DPSOHV� DQG� VKLHOG� WKH� LQIDQW� IURP�
LPSURSHU� LQIOXHQFHV�� %\� SURYLGLQJ� WKLV�
teaching over one thousand days, the infant 
will develop a solid foundation that is 
HͿHFWLYH�IRU�OLIH³DV�WKH\�VD\��´7KH�FKLOG�LV�
WKH�IDWKHU�RI�WKH�PDQ�µ�

 Today, such education no longer 

H[LVWV�� %RWK� SDUHQWV� JR� WR� ZRUN� DQG� OHDYH�
WKH� FKLOGUHQ� WR� OHDUQ� IURP� WHOHYLVLRQ� DQG�
the internet. Subjected to such negative 
LQÁXHQFHV� IURP� DQ� HDUO\� DJH�� FKLOGUHQ�
DFTXLUH� EDG� KDELWV� WKDW� DUH� WKHQ� H[WUHPHO\�
GL΀FXOW� WR� FRUUHFW�� 3DUHQWV� DQG� WHDFKHUV�
FRPPRQO\� ÀQG� FKLOGUHQ� GL΀FXOW� WR� WHDFK��
Thus, the Chinese ancestors said “Teach a 
FKLOG�ZKLOH�WKH\�DUH�\RXQJµ��7KH�+RO\�%LEOH�
WHDFKHV� XV� ´6WDUW� FKLOGUHQ� RͿ� RQ� WKH� ZD\�
they should go, and even when they are old 
WKH\�ZLOO�QRW�WXUQ�IURP�LWµ��3URYHUEV��������

 The true practice of universal love 
begins with respecting a person’s innately 
pure nature and caring for the younger 
JHQHUDWLRQ��7KRVH�ZKR�WUXO\�ORYH�WKHPVHOYHV�
ZLOO� NQRZ� KRZ� WR� ORYH� RWKHUV³WKLV� LV� WKH�
core tenet of the traditional teachings of all 
sages. A younger generation with hearts 
ÀOOHG� ZLWK� ORYH� LV� HVVHQWLDO� IRU� WKH� ZRUOG�

7KUHH�WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�DJR��7DL�5HQ��PRWKHU�RI�.LQJ�:HQ�RI�=KRX�'\QDVW\�NQHZ�WKH�SURSHU�ZD\�RI�WHDFKLQJ�KHU�FKLOG�
VKRXOG�VWDUW�IURP�SUHJDQF\��%\�NHHSLQJ�WKH�KLJKHVW�PRUDO�VWDQGDUG�GXULQJ�SUHJQDQF\��7DL�5HQ�IRVWHUHG�KHU�FKLOG��
.LQJ�:HQ��ZLWK�DQ�XSVWDQGLQJ�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�WKH�NLQJ�ÀQDOO\�EHFDPH�D�VDJH�
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to have a future and for the realisation of 
ZRUOG�SHDFH��+HQFH��´LW� LV� LQ� WKH�PLQGV�RI�
PHQ� WKDW� WKH� GHIHQFHV� RI� SHDFH� PXVW� EH�
constructed.”

6HW�*UHDW�$VSLUDWLRQV

 The teachings of the sages provide 
an education that recovers our pure true 
QDWXUH�� 7KXV�� UHOLJLRQV� QHHG� WR� UHVXPH�
teaching and education. The Chinese  
ZRUG� IRU� ´UHOLJLRQµ� FRPSULVHV� WZR�
charactersěׅ૥Ĝ(zongjiao).ěׅĜ(zong) 
PHDQV� YLWDO�� LPSRUWDQW�� DQG� UHYHUHG� 
ě૥Ĝ(jiao�� PHDQV� HGXFDWLRQ�� WHDFKLQJV��
and civilisation. Together, ׅ૥ (zongjiao) 
UHIHUV� WR� YLWDO� HGXFDWLRQ�� LPSRUWDQW�
WHDFKLQJV�� DQG� UHYHUHG� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� RI�
KXPDQLW\�� %DVHG� RQ� P\� H[SHULHQFHV� DQG�
dialogue with various religions of the world 
for over a decade, every religion agrees with 
WKH�&KLQHVH�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�´UHOLJLRQ�µ�ZKLFK�
VLJQLÀHV�WKH�WUXH�PHDQLQJ�RI�UHOLJLRQ�
 

� 7RGD\� LW� LV� LQGHHG�P\�JUHDW�KRQRXU� WR�
EH�KHUH�ZLWK�IDLWK�OHDGHUV�DQG�R΀FLDOV�DQG�
GHOHJDWHV�IURP�YDULRXV�FRXQWULHV��WR�FHOHEUDWH�
9HVDN� LQ� FRPPHPRUDWLRQ� RI� WKH� %XGGKD·V�
JUHDW� OLIH�� 7KH� UROH� RI� 6DN\DPXQL� %XGGKD�
ZRXOG�EH�GHVFULEHG�WRGD\�DV�D�PXOWLFXOWXUDO�
VRFLDO�HGXFDWRU��2Q�FORVHU�H[DPLQDWLRQ�� WKH�
IRXQGHU�RI�HDFK�UHOLJLRQ�ZDV�OLNH�6DN\DPXQL�
%XGGKD�� ZKR� GHYRWHG� KLV� OLIH� WR� ZRUN� DV�
a volunteer social educator. If we wish to 
OHDUQ� IURP� WKH� VDLQWV� DQG� VDJHV�� ZH� PXVW�
not only study in depth the teachings of 
our own religion, but also understand the 
WHDFKLQJV�RI�RWKHU�UHOLJLRQV��%\�UHVSHFWIXOO\�
studying the teachings of every religion, 
we will discover that their teachings are 
about loving and honouring parents, and 
EHLQJ� JRRG�� UHVSHFWIXO�� KXPEOH�� SDWLHQW��
DQG�DFFRPPRGDWLQJ��+HQFH��ZKHQ�UHOLJLRQV�
UHHPSKDVL]H�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ��SHRSOH�
ZLOO� EH�ZHOO�WDXJKW� LQ�PRUDOLW\� DQG� YLUWXH�
DQG� IDPLOLHV� ZLOO� EHFRPH� KDUPRQLRXV�� 
,I� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV� FDQ� WUHDW� HDFK� RWKHU�

To set great aspirations is to learn 
from the goodness of ancient saints 
and sages. A Buddhist should follow 
6DN\DPXQL�%XGGKD·V�H[DPSOH�
A Christian and Muslim should act like 
Jesus and the Prophet Mohammad, 
respectively.
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HTXDOO\� DQG� JHW� DORQJ� KDUPRQLRXVO\�� WKHQ�
VRFLHW\� ZLOO� OLNHZLVH� EH� KDUPRQLRXV�� 7KLV�
will, in turn, lead to lasting world peace. 
+DUPRQ\�OHDGV�WR�SURVSHULW\��
 
 We see that every ethnic group and 
UHOLJLRQ�KDV�ÀQH�WUDGLWLRQV��7KHUH�LV�WKHUHIRUH�
D�QHHG�IRU�SHRSOH�WR�FRQWLQXH�DQG�SURPRWH�
VXFK�LQYDOXDEOH�WUDGLWLRQV�IRU�WKH�EHQHÀW�RI�
IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV��7KLV�LV�ZKDW�LV�PHDQW�E\�
WR�́ FRQWLQXH�WKH�ZLVGRP�RI�JHQHUDWLRQV�SDVW��
>DQG@�UHDOLVH�ZRUOG�SHDFH�IRU�JHQHUDWLRQV�WR�
FRPH�µ�

 Having great aspirations is shown 
by practising the teachings of the ancient 
VDLQWV� DQG� VDJHV�� DQG� IROORZLQJ� WKHLU� ÀQH�
H[DPSOHV�� 7R� OHDUQ� IURP� WKH� %XGGKD�� ZH�
VKRXOG� DFW� DV� 6DN\DPXQL� %XGGKD�� 7R�
OHDUQ� IURP� -HVXV� &KULVW� DQG� WKH� 3URSKHW�
0RKDPPHG��ZH� VKRXOG� DFW� OLNH� -HVXV� DQG�
WKH� 3URSKHW��:H�PXVW� SUDFWLVH� WKH� ORYH� RI�
*RG�� WKH� PHUFLIXOQHVV� RI� $OODK�� DQG� WKH�
FRPSDVVLRQ�RI�WKH�%XGGKD�LQ�RXU�GDLO\�OLYHV�
DQG� SURPRWH� WKHLU� DWWLWXGHV� DQG� FRQGXFW�
WKURXJK� RXU� RZQ� H[DPSOH�� ,Q� GRLQJ� VR��

we will be blessed by the saints and sages 
as well as by our ancestors because our 
DVSLUDWLRQV��ZRUGV��DQG�GHHGV�DUH�WKH�VDPH�
as theirs.  

� 7KH� VXͿHULQJ� DQG� SUREOHPV� QRZ�
IDFHG� E\� KXPDQNLQG� DFWXDOO\� IDU� H[FHHG�
WKRVH� LQ� WKH� WLPHV� RI� 6DN\DPXQL� %XGGKD��
-HVXV�&KULVW��DQG� WKH�3URSKHW�0RKDPPHG��
+XPDQ�FLYLOLVDWLRQ�ERUGHUV�RQ�GHVWUXFWLRQ��
7KH� %ULWLVK� KLVWRULDQ�� 'U�$UQROG� 7R\QEHH��
warned in his later years that without 
WUHPHQGRXV�HͿRUW��WUDGLWLRQDO�FXOWXUH�ZRXOG�
EHFRPH�QRQ�H[LVWHQW�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�JHQHUDWLRQ��
ZKLFK�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�PRVW�FDWDVWURSKLF�ORVV�RI�
KXPDQNLQG��,W�FRXOG�EH�VDLG�WKDW�81(6&2�
LV�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�LQ�VDYLQJ�
WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�KXPDQNLQG�

� &RQIXFLXV� RQFH� VDLG�� ´,W� LV� PDQ� ZKR�
FDQ�WHDFK�DQG�SURPRWH�WKH�:D\�µ�7HDFKLQJ�
DQG�SURPRWLQJ�WKH�QDWXUDO�SDWK��RU�WKH�:D\��
is the duty of each benevolent person. We 
FDQ�VDYH�KXPDQLW\�DQG�PRGHUQ�VRFLHW\�RQO\�
WKURXJK� RXU� MRLQW� HͿRUWV� LQ� SURPXOJDWLQJ�
those teachings of saints and sages. A person 

Moral education explains the relationships 
between human beings. They are: 
There should be love between parents and children
There should be distinct duty between husband and wife
There should be honor between leader and subordinate
There should be seniority between young and old
There should be trustworthiness between friends
Morality teaches about good relationships that are warm, 
loving, and sincere. Such teachings are the foundation of the 
ÀYH�WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�RI�&KLQHVH�WUDGLWLRQ��7KH�)LYH�&DUGLQDO�
5HODWLRQVKLSV�SURYLGH�WKH�JUHDWHVW�SDWK��)ROORZLQJ�WKH�
teachings of morality is following the greatest virtue. The 
teachings of morality and virtue is an education that will help 
a person who has acquired bad habits return 
to his or her original true nature.
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with universal love and great aspirations 
ZLOO� EH� VHOI�PRWLYDWHG� LQ� VWULYLQJ� WRZDUGV�
this objective regardless of having a faith or 
not. In realising this objective, UNESCO has 
QR�JUHDWHU�GXW\�DQG�WKLV�LV�QR�WLPH�WR�UHVW�

(VWDEOLVK�WKH�0RUDO�)RXQGDWLRQ�

 With vow of universal love and great 
DVSLUDWLRQV�� RQH� PXVW� QH[W� HVWDEOLVK� WKH�
PRUDO� IRXQGDWLRQ�� -XVW� OLNH� D� WDOO� WUHH� WKDW�
needs deep roots for strong branches 
DQG� OXVK� GHQVH� IROLDJH�� :LWK� WKH� PRUDO�
foundation, one will truly be able to “learn 
WR�WHDFK�DQG�OLYH�WR�EH�DQ�H[DPSOH�µ�

 The Way is the truth of the universe 
DQG�KXPDQ�OLIH��DQG�WKH�ODZ�RI�QDWXUH��7KH�
ancient Chinese said, “One cannot depart 
IURP� WKH� :D\� HYHQ� IRU� D� PRPHQW�µ� 7KLV�
PHDQV� WKDW� VXFK� WUXWK� LV� RPQLSUHVHQW�� MXVW�
DV�´*RG�LV�ZLWK�XV�µ�,Q�PRGHUQ�VRFLHW\��WKLV�
LV� DSSDUHQW� LQ� WHUPV� RI� WKH� )LYH� &DUGLQDO�
Relationships. Virtue is according with the 
truth and order. With speech and conduct 
that accord with the Way, one will naturally 

be a person of virtue, a person of the Five 
Cardinal Constants. Together, the Way and 
virtue provide the basic principle for being 
D�PRUDO�SHUVRQ�DQG�WKH�VWDQGDUG�IRU�RXU�OLIH�
and work. 

� 7KH� )LYH� &DUGLQDO� 5HODWLRQVKLSV� DUH��
the loving relationship between parent and 
child, loyalty and fairness between leader 
and subordinate, distinct responsibilities 
between husband and wife, order between 
VHQLRU�DQG�MXQLRU��DQG�WUXVW�DPRQJ�IULHQGV��
This is the Way. As parent and child are one 
HQWLW\��SDUHQWV�DUH�ORYLQJ�DQG�FRPSDVVLRQDWH�
towards children, and the children are 
dutiful and respectful to their parents. Many 
GL΀FXOW� LVVXHV� RI� PRGHUQ� VRFLHW\� DULVH�
entirely due to a lack of love. Parents do not 
know how to love their children. Children 
do not know about honouring their parents 
and are unable to love, respect, and support 
WKHP��

 “Loyalty and fairness between leader 
DQG�VXERUGLQDWHµ�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�
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EHWZHHQ� OHDGHU� DQG� VXERUGLQDWH� PXVW�
accord with honor. The thoughts, words, 
and deeds of leaders and subordinates 
PXVW�EH�SURSHU��IDLU��UHDVRQDEOH��DQG�ODZIXO� 
$� FRPSDQ\� EXLOW� RQ� VXFK� D� SURSHU� IRXQ�
GDWLRQ� LV� ERXQG� WR� ODVW� IRU� D� ORQJ� WLPH� 
A society or nation based on honor will  
HQMR\� ORQJ�WHUP� SHDFH� DQG� VWDELOLW\��
Renewing and valuing honor is essential for 
lasting world peace and prosperity.

 “Distinct responsibilities between 
husband and wife.” The husband and 
ZLIH�PDNH�XS�D� IDPLO\�ZLWK�HDFK�KDYLQJ�D�
GLͿHUHQW� UROH�� 0HQ� DUH� WKH� EUHDGZLQQHUV��
DQG�WKH�ZRPHQ�DUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WHDFKLQJ�
WKH�FKLOGUHQ��:KHWKHU�D�FKLOG�ZLOO�EHFRPH�D�
sage or a person of noble character depends 
RQ�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�KLV�PRWKHU��7KXV��WKHUH�LV�
a Chinese saying that “Men go out to work, 
DQG�ZRPHQ�ORRN�DIWHU�WKH�KRPH�µ�7KLV� LV�D�
division of labour. 

 Today, both husband and wife are keen 
to work and overlook the teaching of the 
QH[W� JHQHUDWLRQ�� 7KH� GLVDGYDQWDJHV� IURP�
doing so outweigh any gain. The ancient 
&KLQHVH� VDJHV� XQGHUVWRRG� WKDW�PDUULDJH� LV�
QRW�PHUHO\�D�PDWWHU�EHWZHHQ�WZR�SHRSOH��EXW�
RQH� WKDW� LPSDFWV� VRFLDO� VWDELOLW\� DQG�ZRUOG�
peace, and is not to be treated lightly. No 
one teaches about such truths now. Social 
GLVRUGHU� VWHPV� IURP� KXVEDQGV� DQG� ZLYHV�
EHLQJ�VR�LUUHFRQFLODEOH�WKDW�GLYRUFH�EHFRPHV�
the only solution. Marital discord leads to 
eventual social responsibility and causal 
OLDELOLW\�WR�WKH�GHWULPHQW�RI�VRFLHW\��

 “Proper order between senior and 
MXQLRUµ� PHDQV� WKDW� D� SHUVRQ� LQ� D� MXQLRU�
SRVLWLRQ�PXVW�GHIHU� WR�VRPHRQH� LQ�D�VHQLRU�

SRVLWLRQ�� DQG� WKH� VHQLRU� SHUVRQ� PXVW� EH�
UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� WKH� SURSHU� GHYHORSPHQW�
of juniors. If young siblings are kind 
and loving towards each other, their 
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLOO�UHPDLQ�XQFKDQJHG�DV�WKH\�
grow older and they will continue to help 
each other and work together. How happy 
DQG�EOHVVHG�ZRXOG�VXFK�D� IDPLO\�EH��6XFK�
D� VRFLHW\� ZLOO� QDWXUDOO\� HQMR\� ORQJ�WHUP�
peace and stability. The ancient Chinese 
WKXV�SURKLELWHG�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�ÀJKWLQJ�DQG�
WDXJKW�WKHP�WR�EH�DFFRPPRGDWLQJ��)URP�DQ�
early age, children had to learn to be patient 
DQG� DFFRPPRGDWLQJ�� DQG� VXEVHTXHQWO\�
WR� EH� KXPEOH�� FRQVLGHUDWH�� DQG� VHUYH�
RWKHUV� LQ� VRFLHW\�� 6XFK� SDWLHQFH�� KXPLOLW\��
and consideration are no longer taught. 
,QVWHDG�� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� WDXJKW� WR� FRPSHWH�
ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU�IURP�DQ�HDUO\�DJH��$V�WKH\�
JURZ�ROGHU��WKH\�RQO\�NQRZ�WR�FRPSHWH�IRU�
IDPH�DQG�SURÀW��DQG�HYHQ�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�
will litigate. This leads to social disorder 
DQG�HYHU\RQH�PXVW�OLYH�ZLWKRXW�D�VHQVH�RI�
security. 

� )LQDOO\��´WUXVW�DPRQJ�IULHQGVµ�LV�DERXW�
PXWXDO� WUXVW� EHWZHHQ� IULHQGV�� ZLWKRXW�
any deception. A person who is unable 
to keep his word has no place in society. 
2XU�DQFHVWRUV�HPSKDVLVHG�WUXVWZRUWKLQHVV�� 
)RU� H[DPSOH�� D� GHEWRU·V� VRQV� DQG� JUDQG�
children would strive to repay his debt, 
HYHQ� ZLWKRXW� D� ELQGLQJ� OHJDO� GRFXPHQW��
7KLV�LV�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�WUXVW�
 
 China’s traditional lifestyle enabled 
HYHU\�SHUVRQ�DQG�IDPLO\�WR�EH�KHDOWK\�DQG�
happy, with society enjoying lasting peace 
and stability. This has been recognised by 
ERWK� %ULWLVK� SKLORVRSKHU� %HUWUDQG� 5XVVHOO�
and Dr Toynbee. In his later years, Dr 
Toynbee considered how to ensure that 
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another world war would never happen 
again, and how the whole world could live 
LQ� SHDFH� DQG�KDUPRQ\��ZLWK� LQFOXVLYHQHVV��
PXWXDO�UHVSHFW��DQG�ORYH��+H�GHHSO\�KRSHG�
that China’s traditional culture would 
EHFRPH� PDLQVWUHDP� ZRUOGZLGH� LQ� WKH�
WZHQW\�ÀUVW� FHQWXU\�� 'U� 7R\QEHH� VDLG� WKDW�
China’s traditional culture is a unique 
FXOWXUH� RI� LQFOXVLRQ�� KXPLOLW\�� DQG� EHLQJ�
considerate of others. 

 Throughout its history of thousands 
RI� \HDUV�� &KLQD·V� GRPHVWLF� DQG� IRUHLJQ�
SROLFLHV�KDYH�HPSKDVLVHG�IDLU�DQG�HTXLWDEOH�
WUHDWPHQW��OLYLQJ�LQ�KDUPRQ\��EHLQJ�DOWUXLVWLF��
kind, sincere, and living frugally. Thus,  
'U�7R\QEHH�DVVXUHG�SHRSOH�DW�WKH�WLPH�WKDW�
&KLQD·V� WUDGLWLRQDO� FXOWXUH� LV� DQ� LPSRUWDQW�
cultural heritage that brings lasting world 
SHDFH�� VWDELOLW\�� DQG�KDUPRQ\�� DQG�EHORQJV�
WR�DOO�KXPDQLW\�DQG�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG�

 The Five Cardinal Relationships 
represents the Tao, or natural order. They 
DUH� WLPHOHVV�� XQLYHUVDOO\� DSSOLFDEOH�� DQG�
inviolable. Virtue involves following the Five 
Cardinal Relationships in our interactions 
LQ� GDLO\� OLIH� DQG�ZRUN�� WKDW� LV�� OLYLQJ�ZLWK�
PRUDOLW\� DQG� E\� WKH� QDWXUDO� RUGHU�� 9LUWXH�
HQFRPSDVVHV�� ���� WKH� )LYH� 9LUWXHV�� QDPHO\�
EHQHYROHQFH��KRQRU��FRXUWHV\��ZLVGRP��DQG�
WUXVW������WKH�)RXU�$QFKRUV��QDPHO\�FRXUWHV\��
KRQRU��LQWHJULW\��DQG�VKDPH��DQG�����WKH�(LJKW�
9LUWXHV�� QDPHO\� ÀOLDO� SLHW\�� VLEOLQJ� ORYH��
OR\DOW\�� WUXVW�� EHQHYROHQFH�� ORYH�� KDUPRQ\��
and peace.

� %HQHYROHQFH�LQYROYHV�EHLQJ�FRQVLGHUDWH�
and loving others as oneself. This then 
extends to loving all living beings and 
WKH� PDWHULDO� HQYLURQPHQW�� :LWK� D� KHDUW�
of benevolence, one will live and work  

PRUDOO\�DQG�UHDVRQDEO\��6XFK�D�SHUVRQ�ZLOO�
KDQGOH� PDWWHUV� DSSURSULDWHO\� DQG� ZLWK�
FRXUWHV\��%\�REVHUYLQJ� OLIH� LQ� WKLV�PDQQHU��
LW� LV� PXFK� OLNH� REVHUYLQJ� SUHFHSWV�� ZKLFK�
OHDGV� WR� KHOSLQJ� RQH� DWWDLQV� PHGLWDWLYH�
FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�� ZKLFK� OHDGV� WR� ZLVGRP��
Thus, one who lives with honor and 
FRXUWHV\�LV�ERXQG�WR�EH�ZLVH��:LWK�ZLVGRP��
one will respect the sages and practise their 
WHDFKLQJV�� ZKLFK� LQVSLUH� ÀUP� EHOLHI�� 6XFK�
ÀQH�PRUDO�FKDUDFWHUV�DUH�GHULYHG�IURP�WKH�
LQWLPDWH� ORYH� EHWZHHQ� SDUHQW� DQG� FKLOG��
7KXV��PRUDO� FRQGXFW� LV� FHQWUHG� RQ� VXFK� D�
love for all as one. 

� 7KH� )RXU� $QFKRUV� ZHUH� ÀUVW� SUR�
PXOJDWHG� GXULQJ� WKH� 6SULQJ� DQG�$XWXPQ�
3HULRG������������%&��E\�*XDQ�=KRQJ��ZKR�
VDLG�´&RXUWHV\��KRQRU��LQWHJULW\��DQG�VKDPH�
are the four pillars of a nation.” Leaders 
PXVW�HGXFDWH�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�DERXW�FLYLOLW\��
KRQRU�� LQWHJULW\�� DQG� VKDPH�� 7KHVH� IRXU�
qualities are like four pillars that support 
WKH� ORQJ�WHUP� SHDFH� DQG� VWDELOLW\� RI� WKH�
FRXQWU\�� ,QWHJULW\� PHDQV� QR� FRUUXSWLRQ��
6KDPH�UHIHUV�WR�D�VHQVH�RI�VKDPH�WKDW�GHWHUV�
XV�IURP�LPPRUDO�FRQGXFW��$QFLHQW�&KLQHVH�
VRFLHW\� KLJKO\� HPSKDVLVHG� WKH� )RXU�
Anchors, which enabled people to live and 
work in peace, and enjoy stable prosperity 
over thousands of years. This is what we 
hope for today. 

� 7KH� DVSHFWV� RI� YLUWXH� DUH� VXPPDULVHG�
DV�� ÀOLDO� SLHW\�� VLEOLQJ� ORYH� �RU� IUDWHUQDO� 
ORYH��� OR\DOW\�� WUXVW�� FRXUWHV\�� KRQRU�� LQ� 
WHJULW\��VKDPH��EHQHYROHQFH��ORYH��KDUPRQ\��
and peace. These principles provide 
the essential foundation for learning 
the teachings of the saints and sages. 
%\� SUDFWLVLQJ� WKRVH� SULQFLSOHV�� RQH� ZLOO�
EHFRPH�D�VDLQW�RU�VDJH�LQ�UHOLJLRXV�VWXGLHV��
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7KH�6WHOH�RI�WKH�8QLW\�RI�)DLWKV�DQG�6FKRROV�RI�7KRXJKWV��,W�ZDV�HUHFWHG�LQ������
E\�D�VFLHQWLVW�DQG�PXVLFLDQ�=KX�=DL\X��PHPEHU�RI� WKH� UR\DO� IDPLO\�� ,W�GHSLFWV�
WKUHH�SHRSOH�LQ�RQH�ERG\��VKRZLQJ�WKDW�DOO�IDLWKV�DUH�PDQLIHVWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�2QH�
(QWLW\��7KH�WKUHH�DUH�6DND\DPXQL�%XGGKD�DW�WKH�FHQWHU��/DR�7]X�LV�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�
DQG�&RQIXFLXV�RQ�WKH�OHIW�



RU�D�SHUVRQ�RI�QREOH�FKDUDFWHU�LQ�DFDGHPLF�
studies.

��� (GXFDWLRQ�LV�)RUHPRVW�LQ��
� 3URPRWLQJ�:RUOG�3HDFH
 At the Shaolin Monastery in China, 
WKHUH� LV� DQ� DQFLHQW� PRQXPHQW� WLWOHG� ´,Q�
praise of the Three Doctrines and Nine 
Schools of Thought.” It is inscribed with 
WKH�ZRUGV�RI�(PSHURU�6X]RQJ�RI� WKH�7DQJ�
G\QDVW\����������$'���́ 7KH�7KUHH�'RFWULQHV�
>WKH� WHDFKLQJV� RI� &RQIXFLDQLVP�� 'DRLVP��
DQG� %XGGKLVP@� DUH� RQH� HQWLW\�� 7KH� 1LQH�
6FKRROV� RI� 7KRXJKW� DULVH� IURP� WKH� VDPH�
RULJLQ�� 7KHUH� DUH� PDQ\� DSSURDFKHV� WR� WKH�
RQH� WUXWK�� DQG� PDQ\� SDWKV� WR� WKH� VDPH�
GRRU�µ� 7KLV� FRQFHSW� RI�PXOWLFXOWXUDOLVP� LV�
WKH� LQWHUFXOWXUDO� KDUPRQ\� WKDW� 81(6&2�
has long advocated and what was 
SURPRWHG�E\�&KLQHVH�3UHVLGHQW�;L�KHUH�ODVW�
\HDU³´&LYLOLVDWLRQV� DUH� HQULFKHG� WKURXJK�
GLDORJXH�DQG�OHDUQLQJ�IURP�HDFK�RWKHU�µ

 When  I  visited  the  centenarian  Japanese 
9HQHUDEOH�0DVWHU�.RU\X�1DNDPXUD��KH�WROG�
PH�WKDW�WKH�IRXQGHUV�RI�HDFK�RI�WKH�ZRUOG·V�
religions are incarnations of Avalokitesvara 
%RGKLVDWWYD��WKH�%RGKLVDWWYD�RI�0HUF\�DQG�
&RPSDVVLRQ��� 7KLV� PHDQV� WKDW� WKH� VDJH�
teachings of the world’s ethnic groups are 
QRW�MXVW�PHPEHUV�RI�RQH�IDPLO\��EXW�SDUWV�RI�
D� VLQJOH� HQWLW\��$YDORNLWHVYDUD�%RGKLVDWWYD�
LV�WKHUHIRUH�SDLQWHG�ZLWK�WKLUW\�WZR�DVSHFWV�
LQ�&KLQHVH�SDLQWLQJV�WR�UHÁHFW�WKH�LGHD�´RQH�
KXPDQLW\�� PDQ\� IDLWKV�µ� 7KH� 8QLYHUVDO�
Door Chapter of the Lotus Sutra states, 
´0DQLIHVWLQJ� WKH� DSSURSULDWH� LPDJH� WR�
KHOS�WKRVH� LQ�QHHG�RI�ZLVGRP�µ�7KH�VDJH�
teachings of the world’s traditional cultures 
DUH� IXQGDPHQWDOO\� RQH� DQG� WKH� VDPH�� 
7KXV�� WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�HͿHFWLYH�SUHFHGHQWV�

RI� LQWHUFXOWXUDO� DQG� LQWHUIDLWK� KDUPRQ\� LQ�
&KLQD�VLQFH�DQFLHQW�WLPHV��6XFK�H[SHULHQFHV�
UHPDLQ�UHOHYDQW�UHIHUHQFHV�IRU�VRFLHW\�WRGD\��
7KH�ZRUOG·V�UHOLJLRQV�DUH�RQH�IDPLO\�DQG�DOO�
RI�KXPDQLW\�LV�RQH�OLYLQJ�HQWLW\��(GXFDWLRQ�
UHPDLQV� WKH� SULRULW\� LQ� WUXO\� UHDOLVLQJ� WKH�
RQHQHVV�RI�KDUPRQLRXV�FRH[LVWHQFH�

� :KDW� LV� WKH� WHDFKLQJ� FRQWHQW"� 7KH�
teachings of the saints and sages. For 
H[DPSOH�� WKH� Governing Principles of 
Ancient China (Qunshu Zhiyao)� FRPSLOHG�
E\� (PSHURU� 7DL]RQJ� RI� WKH� 7DQJ� G\QDVW\�
SURYLGHV� ÀQH� WHDFKLQJ�PDWHULDO� WKDW� KHOSV�
WR� VROYH� WKH� SUREOHPV� RI� VRFLHW\� WRGD\��
7KLV� ERRN� LV� WKH� FROOHFWHG�ZLVGRP�� LGHDOV��
PHWKRGV�� RXWFRPHV�� DQG� H[SHULHQFHV�
throughout generations since the period of 
WKH�7KUHH�6RYHUHLJQV�DQG�)LYH�(PSHURUV�LQ�
DQFLHQW�&KLQD�� ,W� RͿHUV� JXLGDQFH� LQ� WHUPV�
RI� SHUVRQDO� PRUDO� FXOWLYDWLRQ�� PDQDJLQJ�
D� IDPLO\� KRXVHKROG�� JRYHUQLQJ� D� FRXQWU\�
and world peace, which involves fair and 
HTXLWDEOH�WUHDWPHQW�DQG�OLYLQJ�LQ�KDUPRQ\��
The world’s diverse ethnic groups, cultures, 
ideologies, and lifestyles can work together, 
FRH[LVW�KDUPRQLRXVO\�DQG�XQLWH�DV�RQH��

6WUHQJWKHQ�WKH�/HDUQLQJ�)RXQGDWLRQ

 Studying the Governing Principles of 
Ancient China� UHTXLUHV� D� ÀUP� OHDUQLQJ�
foundation. The “learning foundation” 
refers to the teachings of self cultivation, 
PDQDJLQJ�WKH�IDPLO\�KRXVHKROG��JRYHUQLQJ�
the country, and realising world peace. 
Such teachings are based on the Chinese 
characters and Classical Chinese. Chinese 
FKDUDFWHUV�DUH�V\PEROV�RI�ZLVGRP��DQG�WKH�
Chinese language is the only ideographical 
language in use today. Classical Chinese 
provides a standard way of writing that ��



GRHV�QRW�HYROYH�RYHU�WLPH��,I�\RX�DUH�DEOH�WR�
read Classical Chinese, you will have access 
WR�D�WUHDVXUH�WURYH�RI�ZLVGRP��

 The ancient Chinese were well aware 
RI�ODQJXDJH�KDYLQJ�PDQ\�GLDOHFWV�DQG�WKDW�
the language itself would also evolve over 
WLPH��7KXV��WKH\�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
RUDO�DQG�ZULWWHQ�IRUPV�RI�ODQJXDJH��WKHUHE\�
developing Classical Chinese, which 
WUDQVFHQGHG�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH��DQG�LPSDUWHG�
ZLVGRP�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ZRUOG�IRU�DOO�WLPH��
Classical Chinese was highly regarded by 
ERWK� %HUWUDQG� 5XVVHOO� DQG� 'U� 7R\QEHH��
They hoped that the Chinese characters 
DQG� &ODVVLFDO� &KLQHVH� ZRXOG� EHFRPH� RQH�
RI�WKH�ZRUOGZLGH�PHGLXP�IRU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�� D� PHDQV� RI� XQLWLQJ� WKH�
world that would naturally bring about 
SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�

 Chinese characters and Classical  
&KLQHVH�UHPDLQ�WKH�EHVW�PHDQV�RI�LPSDUWLQJ�
culture throughout generations and could 
be used to convey the traditional cultures of 
every ethnic group. Thus, we consider that 
Chinese characters and Classical Chinese 
DUH�WKH�JUHDWHVW�LQYHQWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�KLVWRU\��
HQDEOLQJ�WKH�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�DQG�DFFXPXODWLRQ�
RI�ZLVGRP�DQG�FLYLOLVDWLRQ��

� $V� WKH� PRVW� SURVSHURXV� DQG� JROGHQ�
age in Chinese history, the success of the 
Tang dynasty was brought about through 
use of Governing Principles of Ancient China. 
Over a thousand years later, this book has 
EHFRPH� WKH� IDYRXULWH� RI� &KLQHVH� 3UHVL�
GHQW� ;L�� ZKLFK� VKRZV� WKDW� LW� LV� PRVW� 
worthwhile to learn Chinese characters 
and Classical Chinese today.
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Qunshu Zhiyao�ZDV�D�FRPSLODWLRQ�RI�WKH�HVVHQWLDO�SDVVDJHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�FROOHFWHG�IURP�
WKH�UR\DO�OLEUDU\�RI�PRUH�WKDQ��������VFUROOV�LQ�WKH�6HYHQWK�FHQWXU\��7KH�FRPSLODWLRQ�KDV�
��������FKDUDFWHUV��ZKLFK�JXLGHG�(PSHURU�7DL�=RQJ�RI�7DQJ�G\QDVW\�WR�UHDOL]H�WKH�JROGHQ�
DJH� RI� SHDFH� DQG� SURVSHULW\� LQ�&KLQD��7KH� HPSHURU� VDLG� WKDW�� E\� FDUHIXOO\� UHDGLQJ� WKH�
FRPSLODWLRQ��RQH�ZRXOG�EH�ZLVH�HQRXJK�WR�VROYH�DOO�NLQGV�RI�SUREOHPV�



 Restoring the teaching of traditional 
FXOWXUH� LV� QRZ� LPSHUDWLYH� IRU� WUDLQLQJ�
WHDFKHUV�ZLWK� D� VWURQJ�PRUDO� DQG� OHDUQLQJ�
foundation, and for enabling the age old 
WHDFKLQJV� RI� 6LQRORJ\� WR� WUXO\� EHQHÀW� WKH�
world. 

 Chinese characters and Classical  
&KLQHVH� DUH� QRW� GL΀FXOW� WR� OHDUQ�� ,W� MXVW�
WDNHV�GLOLJHQW�QRQ�QDWLYH�VWXGHQWV�RQH�\HDU�
to read Classical Chinese, and three years to 
ZULWH�&ODVVLFDO�&KLQHVH��7KLV�LV�WKH�FRPPRQ�
H[SHULHQFH� RI� QRQ�&KLQHVH� VWXGHQWV�
currently undertaking research on Chinese 
history and culture. Why would people 
IURP� GLͿHUHQW� FXOWXUDO� EDFNJURXQGV� OHDUQ�
&KLQHVH�FKDUDFWHUV"�(DFK�&KLQHVH�FKDUDFWHU�
LQFOXGHV� SKLORVRSK\� DQG� DUW�� 7KURXJK� LQ�
depth study, one will discover each Chinese 
FKDUDFWHU�HQFRPSDVVHV�JUHDW�ZLVGRP�WKDW�LV�

FRPPRQ�WR�DOO�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�FXOWXUHV�RI�WKH�
world’s ethnic groups. 

� 7KHUH� DUH� VL[� PHWKRGV� RI� IRUPLQJ�
Chinese characters.

���� 3LFWRJUDP�

� )RU� H[DPSOH�� WKH� HDUOLHVW� IRUPV� RI� WKH�
FKDUDFWHUV� IRU� PRXQWDLQěʱĜ(ጢshan) 
and waterě̐Ĝ(ᎁshui�� UHVHPEOH� WKHLU�
respective shapes. The character for tree  
ě̈Ĝ (፹mu) looks just like a tree. 

���� ,GHRJUDP

� ,I�ZH�DGG�D�KRUL]RQWDO�OLQH�WR�WKH�ORZHU�
part of ̈ (mu��� LW�EHFRPHV�ʹ (Ꮵben) 
PHDQLQJ� URRW� RU� IRXQGDWLRQ�� ,I� ZH� DGG� D�
KRUL]RQWDO�OLQH�WR�WKH�XSSHU�SDUW�RI�̈��PX���
LW� EHFRPHVěͶĜ(Ꮷmo��� PHDQLQJ� WKH�
ODWWHU�RU�ÀQDO�SDUW�

7KHUH�DUH�VL[�SULQFLSOHV�E\�ZKLFK�&KLQHVH�FKDUDFWHUV�DUH�IRUPHG��QDPHO\�SLFWRJUDPV��LQGLFDWRUV��DVVRFLDWLYH�
FRPSRXQGV��SLFWRSKRQHWLF�FKDUDFWHUV��GHULYDWLYH�FKDUDFWHUV�DQG�SKRQHWLF�ORDQ�FKDUDFWHUV�

��



��� $VVRFLDWLYH�&RPSRXQG�

� $VVRFLDWLYH� FRPSRXQGV� DUH� IRUPHG�
IURP� D� FRPELQDWLRQ� RI� FKDUDFWHUV�� ZKLFK�
FROOHFWLYHO\�H[SUHVV�D�GLͿHUHQW�PHDQLQJ��)RU�
H[DPSOH��LI�ZH�SXW�WZR�RI�WKH�WUHH�FKDUDFWHU
̈�WRJHWKHU��LW�EHFRPHVظ��(ᚩlin��PHDQLQJ�
grove, and three of the tree character� ̈

WRJHWKHU�� LW� EHFRPH� ಷ (ᴨsen�� PHDQLQJ�
forest, a wooded area larger than a grove.

4. 3LFWR�SKRQHWLF�

� 3LFWR�SKRQHWLF� FKDUDFWHUV� DUH� D�
FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�WZR�FKDUDFWHUV��RQH�UHODWLQJ�
WR� LWV�PHDQLQJ�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�UHODWLQJ�WR� LWV�
SURQXQFLDWLRQ�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� WKH� FKDUDFWHU�
ěЕĜ (ᒆjiang��IRU�ULYHU�LV�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�
of the character for water ě̐Ĝ (ᎁshui 
expressed as晕���ZKLFK� UHODWHV� WR� LWV� IRUP��
and the character ěʳĜ (gong), which 
relates to its sound. 

� 7KHUH�DUH�WZR�IXUWKHU�PHWKRGV�NQRZQ�
as “derived characters” and “borrowed 
FKDUDFWHUV�µ� ZKLFK� DSSHDU� DV� GLͿHUHQW�
FKDUDFWHUV�EXW�DUH�RULJLQDOO\�UHODWHG�LQ�WHUPV�
RI� VRXQG� RU� PHDQLQJ�� /HDUQLQJ� &KLQHVH�
FKDUDFWHUV� LV� WKXV� UHODWDEOH� DQG� LQÀQLWHO\�
interesting for all.

&XOWLYDWLRQ�
� (TXLSSHG� ZLWK� D� PRUDO� OHDUQLQJ�
IRXQGDWLRQ��RQH�WKHQ�FRPPLWV�WR�SURPRWLQJ�
the teachings of the saints and sages. 
There is no service higher than teaching. 
All the religious saints and sages, without 
exception, devoted their lives to teaching. 
Thus, those who are interested in realising 
world peace should aspire to dedicating 
WKHLU�OLYHV�WR�LPSDUWLQJ�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�WKH�
saints and sages.

 How do we achieve UNESCO’s 
VWDWHPHQW� ´LQ� WKH� PLQGV� RI� PHQ� WKDW� WKH�
GHIHQFHV� RI� SHDFH� PXVW� EH� FRQVWUXFWHGµ"�
The ancient Chinese have already provided 
WKH� DQVZHU�� ´(GXFDWLRQ� LV� HVVHQWLDO� LQ�
building a country and guiding its people.” 
7KH� VDPH� SULQFLSOH� DSSOLHV� IRU� ZRUOG�
peace, the heaven referred to by various 
UHOLJLRQV�� DQG� WKH� ODQGV�RI� WKH�%XGGKDV�� ,I�
we properly teach and practise traditional 
culture, the whole world will be able to 
unite, eradicating war forever and realising 
lasting peace and prosperity. 

 Interfaith unity is the only path to 
world peace in today’s society. To achieve 
LQWHUIDLWK� KDUPRQ\�� UHOLJLRQV� PXVW� UHWXUQ�
to teaching and education, which requires 
providing a thorough understanding of 
the sacred teachings. People will then not 

6LQFHULW\��UHVSHFW��HTXDOLW\��WUDQTXLOLW\��SXULW\��PHUF\��
DQG�FRPSDVVLRQ�DUH�WKH�VHHGV�RI�WUXH�QDWXUH�SODQWHG�
E\�%RGKLVDWWYDV��)URP�WKHVH�TXDOLWLHV�WKH\�PDNH�WKH�
XOWLPDWH�YRZV�WR�FXOWLYDWH�DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�UHDFK�WKH�
XOWLPDWH�DWWDLQPHQW��

��



PLVWDNH� UHOLJLRQ� IRU� VXSHUVWLWLRQ�� :LWK�
proper understanding of the religious 
teachings, devout followers will not be 
PLVOHG��EH�RSSRVHG�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��RU�IROORZ�
a wrong path.

 With a genuine aspiration to follow in 
the footsteps of the saints and sages, we  
will gain blessings and will have positive 
RSSRUWXQLWLHV� WR� UHFHLYH� D� ÀQH� HGXFDWLRQ�
HQDEOLQJ�XV� WR�KHOS� RWKHUV��1RW� RQO\�PXVW�
ZH�H[HPSOLI\�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�WKH�VDLQWV�DQG�
sages and the spirit of traditional culture, 
ZH�PXVW�DOVR�EH�DEOH�WR�WHDFK�WKH�SURIRXQG�
principles. 

� %HORZ�� ,� KDYH� VHW� RXW� D� VXPPDU\� RI�
HGXFDWLRQ� EHLQJ� IRUHPRVW� LQ� WHUPV� RI� WHQ�
aspects.

���� (GXFDWLRQ�LV�IRUHPRVW�IRU�SODQQLQJ�D�OLIH 
 for oneself and setting goal(s) in life.
��� (GXFDWLRQ�LV�IRUHPRVW�IRU�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D 
�� FDUHHU�DQG�PDQDJLQJ�D�IDPLO\�

��� (GXFDWLRQ� LV� IRUHPRVW� IRU� EXLOGLQJ� D 
  country and guiding its people.
��� (GXFDWLRQ� LV� IRUHPRVW� IRU� D� ODQG� RI� 
 courtesy and honor.
��� (GXFDWLRQ�LV�IRUHPRVW�IRU�VRFLDO�VWDELOLW\ 
� DQG�KDUPRQ\�
��� (GXFDWLRQ� LV� IRUHPRVW� IRU� QDWLRQDO� 
 prosperity and security for its people.
��� (GXFDWLRQ� LV� IRUHPRVW� IRU� DQ� HUD� RI 
 prosperity and universal peace.
��� (GXFDWLRQ� LV� IRUHPRVW� IRU� ORQJ� WHUP 
  peace and stability. 
��� (GXFDWLRQ�LV�IRUHPRVW�LQ�DOO�WKH�ODQGV�RI 
� WKH�%XGGKDV��
���� (GXFDWLRQ� LV� IRUHPRVW� LQ� WKH� /DQG� RI 
� 8OWLPDWH�%OLVV�

 Whether for personal happiness, 
QDWLRQDO� ORQJ� WHUP� SHDFH� DQG� VWDELOLW\��
UHOLJLRXV�PLVVLRQDU\�ZRUN�� RU�PDQDJLQJ� D�
group or governing a country, education 
PXVW�EH�WKH�IRUHPRVW�SULRULW\��(GXFDWLRQ�LV�
YLWDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�

��



 Unfortunately in today’s society, 
education is neither provided by teachers 
QRU�E\�D�FRXQWU\·V�OHDGHUV�EXW�E\�WKH�PHGLD��
7KH�PHGLD�KDV�EHFRPH�D�GHFLVLYH�LQÁXHQFH�
RQ�WKH�JHQHUDO�VRFLDO�DWPRVSKHUH��7HOHYLVLRQ�
and the internet appear to teach us 
KDUPIXO�EHKDYLRXUV³WR�KDUP��VWHDO�RU�WDNH�
DGYDQWDJH��FRPPLW�VH[XDO�PLVFRQGXFW��DQG�
GHFHLYH��,W�LV�QR�DFFLGHQW�WKDW�SHRSOH�EHFRPH�
PLVJXLGHG�DQG�PRGHUQ�VRFLHW\�LV�GLVRUGHUHG�
ZLWK�FRQVWDQWO\�HVFDODWLQJ�FRQÁLFWV�

� 7KH�PHGLD�LWVHOI�LV�QHLWKHU�SRVLWLYH�QRU�
negative, it just depends on how we use it. 
:H�KRSH�WKDW�HYHU\�FRPPXQLW\�FDQ�KDYH�D�
television channel dedicated to broadcasting 
the teachings of the saints and sages to every 
KRPH��3HRSOH�FDQ�HDVLO\�EH�WDXJKW��DQG�ZLWK�
the proper education, they will soon change 
their ways. 

 We also hope that the teachings of each 
ethnic group passed down throughout 
generations can be recorded in Chinese 
characters and Classical Chinese for the 
EHQHÀW�RI�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV�

$WWDLQLQJ�WKH�8WPRVW�
$FKLHYHPHQW
� 7KH� DLP� RI� UHOLJLRXV� WHDFKLQJV� DQG� 
the teachings of China’s traditional culture  
is to develop saints, sages, and people of 
QREOH� FKDUDFWHU�� :LWK� PRUH� VXFK� SHRSOH��
peace and prosperity will be naturally 
achieved. Thus, truly learning the teachings 
ZLOO�QRW�RQO\�VDYH�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�RXU�IDPLO\��
but also society and the world. It will 
EHQHÀW� FRXQWULHV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� ZRUOG�
DQG� WKH� LQÀQLWH� OLYLQJ� EHLQJV� WKURXJKRXW�
WKH� XQLYHUVH�� +HQFH�� LW� LV� WKH� XWPRVW�
DFKLHYHPHQW�

� 2QH� PXVW� DWWDLQ� WKH� XWPRVW� DFKLHYH�
PHQW�WR�WUXO\�ORYH�RQHVHOI�DQG�RWKHU�OLYLQJ�
EHLQJV�� ,V� LW� GL΀FXOW� WR� GR� VR"� ,W� LV� QRW�
GL΀FXOW�ZLWK�ÀUP�EHOLHI��7KLV�LV�EHFDXVH�WKH�
%XGGKD� RIWHQ� WDXJKW� WKDW� ´$OO� EHLQJV� DUH�
%XGGKDV�LQ�QDWXUH�µ�7KH�&KLQHVH�DOVR�KDYH�D�
saying, “Every person can be Yao Shun [one 
RI� WKH�PRVW� UHVSHFWHG�VDJH�NLQJV@�µ�7KLV� LV�
WKH�VDPH�DV�´+XPDQ�EHLQJV�DUH�ERUQ�ZLWK�
innate goodness and purity.” With belief, 
aspiration and practice, everyone can 
achieve.

 To nurture saints, sages and people of 
QREOH�FKDUDFWHU��ZH�PXVW�IROORZ�WKH�SURSHU�
WHDFKLQJ� PHWKRGV�� QDPHO\� WKH� WUDGLWLRQDO�
PHWKRG� RI� IROORZLQJ� SUHFHSWV�� JDLQLQJ�
PHGLWDWLYH� FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�� DQG� DWWDLQLQJ�
ZLVGRP�� 7KLV� PHWKRG� LV� EDVHG� RQ� WKH�
principle that precepts enables one to attain 
PHGLWDWLYH� FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�� ZKLFK� LQ� WXUQ�
HQDEOHV� WKH� LQLWLDWLRQ�RI�ZLVGRP��7KH�SDWK�
to success is “to specialise in one subject 
RYHU�D�ORQJ�SHULRG�RI�WLPH��DQG�WR�UHDOLVH�WKH�
PHDQLQJ�RI�D�ERRN�E\�UHDGLQJ�LW�D�WKRXVDQG�
WLPHV�µ

� 2QFH� ZH� KDYH� PDVWHUHG� WKH� &KLQHVH�
characters and Classical Chinese, we can then 
specialise in Governing Principles of Ancient 
China or religious texts. As the Governing 
Principles of Ancient China� LV� YROXPLQRXV�
DQG�SHRSOH�WRGD\�KDYH� OLWWOH� WLPH�WR�VWXG\��
0DOD\VLD·V� $FDGHP\� RI� +DQ� 6WXGLHV� KDV�
FRPSLOHG� D� VHOHFWLRQ� RI� ���� H[FHUSWV³WKH�
Governing Principles of Ancient China 360, 
ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�ZLGHO\�ZHOFRPHG��,�VXJJHVW�
WKDW� HDFK� UHOLJLRQ� DOVR� FRPSLOHV� D� ´���µ�
of the essence of its teachings to facilitate 
learning for everyone.
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� $� WUXO\� FRPSUHKHQVLYH� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH� WH[WV� ZLOO� LQVSLUH�
ZLVGRP��´7R� UHDOLVH� WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI� D�ERRN�E\� UHDGLQJ� LW� D� WKRXVDQG�
WLPHVµ� KHOSV� PRGHUQ� VRFLHW\� WR� UHVROYH� DOO� SHUVRQDO�� IDPLO\�� VRFLDO��
HWKQLF��DQG�QDWLRQDO�FRQÁLFWV�

� $W� WKLV� FULWLFDO� MXQFWXUH� LQ� KLVWRU\�� ZH� SURSRVH� WKH� 6L[� 3ULPH�
3ULQFLSOHV��QDPHO\��IRVWHU�D�YRZ�RI�XQLYHUVDO�ORYH��VHW�JUHDW�DVSLUDWLRQV��
HVWDEOLVK� WKH� PRUDO� IRXQGDWLRQ�� VWUHQJWKHQ� WKH� OHDUQLQJ� IRXQGDWLRQ��
FXOWLYDWLRQ�� DQG� DWWDLQ�� WKH� XWPRVW� DFKLHYHPHQW�� 0D\� WKHUH� EH� ORYH�
throughout the universe and goodwill on earth. We believe that if 
PRUH�SHRSOH�SUDFWLVH�WKH�6L[�3ULPH�3ULQFLSOHV��ZH�ZLOO�QRW�RQO\�UHVROYH�
FRQÁLFW�EXW�DOVR�UHDOLVH�D�SDUDGLVH�RI�ZRUOG�SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�LQ�WKH�
near future. 

May you enjoy auspiciousness, happiness and peace.

May UNESCO enjoy success in its directive in realising world peace.

0D\�DOO�WKH�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�HQMR\�SURVSHULW\��SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�

 Thank you.

/RYH�SHUPHDWHV�DOO�WKH�
'KDUPD�UHDOPV�
*RRGZLOO�ÀOOV�WKH�HQWLUH�
XQLYHUVH�

��
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3UHVHQWHU�� 9HQHUDEOH�0DVWHU�&KLQ�.XQJ�$0
'DWH��� ���0D\�����
9HQXH�� 81(6&2�+HDGTXDUWHUV��3DULV��)UDQFH

5HVSHFWHG�$PEDVVDGRUV��GHOHJDWHV��
JXHVWV�DQG�IULHQGV�
 This year is the seventieth anniversary 
RI� WKH� HVWDEOLVKPHQW� RI� 81(6&2� ZLWK� LWV�
PLVVLRQ� ´WR� FRQWULEXWH� WR� SHDFH� DQG� VHFX�
ULW\�E\�SURPRWLQJ�FROODERUDWLRQ�DPRQJ�WKH�
nations through education, science and cul�
WXUH�µ�7KLV�LV�D�VDFUHG�DQG�FKDOOHQJLQJ�PLV�
sion. Ten years ago, I was invited here by 
81(6&2� WR� FRPPHPRUDWH� WKH� �����WK�DQ�
QLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�ELUWK�RI�WKH�%XGGKD��$W�WKDW�
WLPH�� ,� PHW� PDQ\� 81(6&2� DPEDVVDGRUV��

PDQ\� QHZ� IULHQGV�� :LWK� NHHQ� DZDUHQHVV�
DQG� ZLVGRP�� WKH\� KDYH� EHHQ� ZRUNLQJ� WR�
ZDUGV�ÀQGLQJ�D�ZD\�WR�FUHDWH�ODVWLQJ�SHDFH��
Over the last ten years, there have been ad�
PLUDEOH�HͿRUWV�RQ� WKH�SDUW�RI�PDQ\� LQ� WKLV�
work.

7KH�5RRW�&DXVH�RI�'LVRUGHU�
DQG�WKH�6ROXWLRQ
 Today, our world is truly in crisis.  
,QVWDELOLW\� DQG� WXUPRLO� DERXQG�� 3HRSOH�
DURXQG� WKH�ZRUOG� IHHO� LQVHFXUH�� DQG�PDQ\�

5HVROYLQJ�&RQÁLFW�DQG�5HDOL]LQJ
:RUOG�3HDFH�DQG�6WDELOLW\�WKURXJK

,QWHUIDLWK�+DUPRQ\



��

DUH� H[WUHPHO\� FRQFHUQHG� DERXW� KRZ� WR� UH�
VROYH�FRQÁLFW�DQG�UHDOL]H�ZRUOG�VWDELOLW\�DQG�
peace.

� 7KLV� SUREOHP� KDV� EHHQ� FRQVLGHUHG� LQ�
detail by UNESCO for decades, with consid�
HUDEOH�LQSXW�RI�KXPDQ�HͿRUW�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�
every year. And yet, the world is witnessing 
LQFUHDVLQJO\� IUHTXHQW� FRQÁLFWV� DQG� VHYHUH�
GLVDVWHUV�HDFK�\HDU��3HDFH�DQG�VWDELOLW\�VHHP�
far away.

� 0DQ\�SHRSOH�KDYH�DVNHG�PH�DERXW�WKH�
FDXVH�RI�WKH�JOREDO�GLVRUGHU�DQG�GLVDVWHUV³
ZKDW� DUH� WKH� RULJLQV� RI� WKH� SUREOHP"� 0\�
UHVSRQVH�LV�WKDW�WKH�SUREOHP�OLHV�LQ�WKH�DE�
sence of proper education. On closer obser�
YDWLRQ��QDWXUDO�DQG�PDQ�PDGH�GLVDVWHUV�DUH�
brought about by neglecting the teachings 
RI�PRUDO�SULQFLSOHV��YLUWXHV��DQG�FDXVDOLW\�LQ�
the East, and religious teachings in the West.

� +RZ�GR�ZH� UHVROYH� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ"�5H�
FRYHULQJ� WUDGLWLRQDO� HGXFDWLRQ� LV� LPSHUD�
tive. Modern education only teaches about 
knowledge, science, and technology, and 
LJQRUHV� WKH� WHDFKLQJV� RI� PRUDO� SULQFLSOHV��
virtues, causality, and religion. In Australia, 
,�PHW�D�UHQRZQHG�SURIHVVRU�IURP�WKH�8QLWHG�
States who was teaching at the University of 
4XHHQVODQG�� ,�DVNHG�KLP��´'RHV�$PHULFDQ�
HGXFDWLRQ� WHDFK� VWXGHQWV� WR� FRPSHWH� IURP�
NLQGHUJDUWHQ�WR�XQLYHUVLW\"µ�+H�VDLG��´<HV�µ�
I asked, “There are no structured teachings 
DERXW�PRUDO�SULQFLSOHV��YLUWXHV��DQG�FDXVDO�
LW\"µ�+H�UHSOLHG��´&RUUHFW�µ�,�DVNHG��´7KHUH�
is no religious education given to the stu�
GHQWV"µ�+H�VDLG��́ 7KDW�LV�PRVWO\�FRUUHFW�µ�6R�
KHUH�LV�WKH�SUREOHP��3HRSOH�WRGD\�PD\�KDYH�
JDLQHG� NQRZOHGJH� DQG� EH� ZHOO�WUDLQHG� WR�
work, but they lack teachings on how to con�

GXFW�WKHPVHOYHV�SURSHUO\�ZLWK�RWKHUV��6RPH�
DUH� FRPSOHWHO\� LJQRUDQW� RI� PRUDOLW\� DQG�
have no idea how to behave as a upstand�
LQJ�KXPDQ�EHLQJ��$QG� VR��ZH�KHDU� RQ� WKH�
QHZV�DERXW�SDWULFLGH�DQG�PDWULFLGH��:K\"�
%HFDXVH� VXFK�SHRSOH� DUH� H[WUHPHO\� VHOÀVK��
They put their own interests before those 
of others, so their thoughts are preoccupied 
with taking advantage of others. With such 
thinking, how can the world avoid disor�
GHU"�:KHQ�FKLOGUHQ�FRQVLGHU�WKHLU�SHUVRQDO�
LQWHUHVWV�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�WKDQ�WKHLU�SDUHQWV·�
needs, parents will be easily cast aside. If 
SHRSOH�GR�QRW�FDUH�DERXW�WKHLU�SDUHQWV³WKH�
SHRSOH�ZKR� JDYH� WKHP� OLIH�� KRZ� FDQ� WKH\�
WUXO\�ORYH�RWKHUV"

� 2YHU� WKH� SDVW� GHFDGH�� PDQ\� JRYHUQ�
PHQW� DQG� IDLWK� OHDGHUV�KDYH�GLVFXVVHG� WKH�
LVVXH�RI�ZRUOG�SHDFH�ZLWK�PH��,Q�������,�ZDV�
LQ�0DOD\VLD�DQG�PHW�WKH�IRUPHU�3ULPH�0LQ�
LVWHU�'U��0DKDWKLU�ELQ�0RKDPDG�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�
WLPH��+LV�ÀUVW�ZRUGV�ZHUH��´9HQHUDEOH�0DV�
WHU�� ,�KHDU�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�WUDYHOOHG�WR�PDQ\�
SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�NQRZ�PDQ\�JRYHUQ�
PHQW�OHDGHUV��'R�\RX�WKLQN�WKLV�ZRUOG�ZLOO�
HYHU�KDYH�SHDFH"µ�+H� LV�DQ� LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�
UHQRZQHG� ,VODPLF� OHDGHU� DQG� ZDV� 0DOD\�
VLD·V� 3ULPH�0LQLVWHU� IRU� WZHQW\�WZR� \HDUV��
+H�DVNHG�PH�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�ZLWK�JUHDW�FRQ�
cern and considerable doubt about the pos�
VLELOLW\�RI�UHDOL]LQJ�ZRUOG�SHDFH��,�NQRZ�WKDW�
he is not the only one with such doubts. At 
WKH�WLPH��,�DQVZHUHG�WKDW�FRQÁLFWV�FRXOG�EH�
UHVROYHG� DQG� SHDFH� ZRXOG� EH� UHDOL]HG� DV�
ORQJ� DV� ZH� FDQ� IXOÀOO� IRXU� FRQGLWLRQV�� +H�
DVNHG�PH�� ´:KDW� DUH� WKH\"µ� ,� VDLG� ÀUVW� RI�
all, all countries have to treat one another 
HTXDOO\�DQG�JHW�DORQJ�KDUPRQLRXVO\��7KHQ��
WKH� VDPH� DSSOLHG� DPRQJ� SROLWLFDO� SDUWLHV��
ethnic groups, and religious groups. If these 



7XQ�'U��0DKDWKLU��5���ZDV�DZDUGHG�+RQRUDU\�'RFWRU�'HJUHH�LQ�6\DULI�+LGD\DWXOODK�6WDWH�,VODPLF�8QLYHUVLW\�
-DNDUWD�IRU�UHFRPPHQGLQJ�KLV�RXWVWDQGLQJ�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�0DOD\VLD�DQG�ZRUOG�SHDFH�

(YHU\�UHOLJLRQ�RULJLQDWHV�IURP�WKH�KXPDQLW\�RI�FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG�
EHQHYROHQFH��7KH�UHOLJLRXV�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�GLIIHUHQW�IDLWKV�LQ�WKH�
ZRUOG�VKDUH�WKH�VDPH�JRDO�RI�HGLI\LQJ�HYHU\RQH�WR�WUHDW�HDFK�
RWKHU�DV�HTXDOV��WR�OLYH�LQ�KDUPRQ\�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU��WR�VXUYLYH�

DQG�SURVSHU�WRJHWKHU�

Chin Kung
At the age of 74 years old
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IRXU�FRQGLWLRQV�DUH� IXOÀOOHG��DQG�HYHU\RQH�
treats one another equally and gets along 
KDUPRQLRXVO\��WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�ZRUOG�SHDFH�

� 8SRQ�KHDULQJ�P\�ZRUGV��'U��0DKDWKLU�
IHOO�VLOHQW�IRU�D�ZKLOH��,�WKHQ�VDLG��´7KHVH�DUH�
thorny issues and the conditions are truly 
GL΀FXOW� WR� IXOÀOO��%XW� LI�ZH�VWDUW�ZLWK�PX�
WXDO� FRRSHUDWLRQ� DQG� KDUPRQ\� DPRQJ� UH�
ligions, then peace can be achieved. After 
DOO�� WKH�PDMRULW\�RI� WKH�ZRUOG·V�SRSXODWLRQ�
LV�UHOLJLRXV�� ,I� WKHUH� LV�KDUPRQ\�DPRQJ�UH�
ligions, with people treating one another 
HTXDOO\�DQG�JHWWLQJ�DORQJ�DPLFDEO\�� LW�ZLOO�
LQÁXHQFH� HWKQLF� JURXSV�� SROLWLFDO� SDUWLHV��
and countries.” Dr. Mahathir understood 
LPPHGLDWHO\�DQG�DJUHHG�ZLWK�PH�

 In today’s society, how do we resolve 
WKH�YDULRXV�SUREOHPV�RQ�D�SODQHW�SODJXHG�
ZLWK� PDQ\� QDWXUDO� DQG� PDQ�PDGH� GLVDV�
WHUV"�:H�QHHG�WR�FKDQJH�RXU�PLQGVHWV�DQG�
UHVWRUH�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�RI�PRUDOLW\��YLUWXHV�DQG�
FDXVDOLW\��+RZ�GR�ZH�GR�VR"�1R�DSSURDFK�
LV� PRUH� HVVHQWLDO� RU� PRUH� HͿHFWLYH� WKDQ�
HQFRXUDJLQJ� SHRSOH� ZLWK� GLͿHUHQW� IDLWKV�
WR� OHDUQ� IURP� RQH� DQRWKHU� DQG� WR� UHYLYH� 
UHOLJLRXV� HGXFDWLRQ� WR� UHDOL]H� UHOLJLRXV� 

KDUPRQ\�DQG�FRRSHUDWLRQ��2WKHU�DSSURDFK�
HV�PLJKW�DOVR�ZRUN��EXW�WKH\�UHTXLUH�D�ORQJ�
SHULRG�RI�WLPH��ZKLFK�ZH�GR�QRW�KDYH�



7KH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�RI�GLIIHUHQW�IDLWKV�DQG�)UHQFK�JRYHUQPHQW�RIÀFLDOV�SDUWLFLSDWHG�WKH�KLVWRULF�HYHQW�

��

7KH�5DWLRQDOH�DQG�0HWKRG�RI�
,QWHUIDLWK�+DUPRQ\
 Many people consider the topic of  
UHOLJLRQ�RͿ� OLPLWV��:K\�DUH�SHRSOH�XQZLOO�
LQJ�WR�GLVFXVV�UHOLJLRQ"�%HFDXVH�WKH\�EHOLHYH�
WKDW� ZKHQ� SHRSOH� ZLWK� GLͿHUHQW� UHOLJLRXV�
beliefs discuss religion they will end up 
arguing and that because of this, religions 
KDYH� VHUYHG� DV� WKH� FDXVH� RI� PDQ\� FRQ�
ÁLFWV� LQ� WKH�ZRUOG�� ,Q� IDFW�� WKHUH� LV� QR� UHD�
son to be fearful of other religions because 
WKH\� FDQ� UHVROYH� PDQ\� SUREOHPV� IRU� XV��
If we think that religions are the cause of 
SUREOHPV�� WKHQ� LW� LV� ORJLFDO� IRU� XV� WR� OHDUQ� 
about religions in order to resolve the 
SUREOHPV��%HLQJ�IHDUIXO�RI�UHOLJLRQV�DQG�QRW�
VHHNLQJ� WR� OHDUQ� DERXW� WKHP� LV� OLNH� D� SHU�
son who upon contracting a fatal disease, 
FKRRVHV� WR� LJQRUH� LW� DQG� UHIXVHV� WUHDWPHQW��
2QFH�ZH�UHDOL]H�WKH�FDXVH�RI�WKH�GLVHDVH��LW�
ZRXOG�RQO\�EH�ORJLFDO�WR�HOLPLQDWH�LW��

� � ,Q� ������ ZH� ZHUH� LQYLWHG� WR� FR�RUJD�
QL]H�D� WKUHH�GD\�FRQIHUHQFH�KHUH�DW�81(6�
CO. Representatives of ten world religions 
joined hands to pray for peace together. 
Many people were inspired upon seeing 
VXFK�KDUPRQ\�DPRQJ�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�DQG�
VDZ�WKH�SRVVLELOLWLHV�RI�LQWHUIDLWK�KDUPRQ\�

,V�0XWXDO�&RRSHUDWLRQ�DQG
+DUPRQ\�DPRQJ�5HOLJLRQV
3RVVLEOH"
 The answer is absolutely! Religions can 
ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�DV�RQH�IDPLO\��2I�WKH�ZRUOG·V�
PDQ\�UHOLJLRQV��VL[�KDYH�WKH�PRVW�DGKHUHQWV��
:KHQ�ZH�FDUHIXOO\�UHDG�RU�VWXG\�WKH�GLͿHU�
HQW�VDFUHG�WH[WV��ZH�ZLOO�UHDOL]H�WKDW�DOPRVW�
HLJKW\�SHUFHQW�RI�WKHLU�FRQWHQWV�DUH�VLPLODU��
:KLOH� WKH� WHDFKLQJ� PHWKRGV� DUH� GLͿHUHQW��
WKH\� VKDUH� WKH� VDPH� PHVVDJH�� 7KH� VDLQWV�
and sages of every religion were virtuous 

7KH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�RI�GLIIHUHQW�IDLWKV�KROG�WKHLU�KDQGV�WR�SUD\�IRU�ZRUOG�SHDFH��



SHRSOH��*RRG�SHRSOH��WKH\�GLG�QRW�WHDFK�RWK�
HUV�WR�FRPPLW�ZURQJGRLQJV�RU�KDUP�RWKHUV��
The core of each religion is love. Christian�
LW\� WHDFKHV� WKDW�´*RG�VR� ORYHG� WKH�ZRUOG�µ�
,VODP�WHDFKHV�WKDW�´$OODK�LV�PRVW�PHUFLIXO�µ�
%XGGKLVP�WHDFKHV�WKDW�´&RPSDVVLRQ�LV�WKH�
HVVHQFH�� DQG� H[SHGLHQF\� LV� WKH� PHDQV�µ�
All religious teachings are based on love 
DQG�VKDUH�WKH�DVSLUDWLRQ�RI�KHOSLQJ�KXPDQ� 
EHLQJV� HQG� VXͿHULQJ�DQG�DWWDLQ�KDSSLQHVV��
:LWK� WKH� VDPH� EDVLV� DQG� DVSLUDWLRQ�� KRZ�
FDQ�UHOLJLRQV�QRW�EH�KDUPRQLRXV��KRZ�FRXOG�
WKH\�QRW�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU"
 
� )URP�WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RI�WKH�PRQRWKHLV�
tic religions, each acknowledges that there is 
RQO\�RQH�WUXH�*RG�ZKR�FUHDWHG�WKH�XQLYHUVH�
and everything in it. We can therefore be 
FHUWDLQ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�RQO\�RQH�WUXH�*RG��RQH�
ZKR�LV�NQRZQ�E\�GLͿHUHQW�QDPHV��7KH�WUXH�
*RG� KDV� SHUIHFW� ZLVGRP� DQG� YLUWXH�� DQG�
IRXQGHUV�RI� WKH�GLͿHUHQW� IDLWKV�ZHUH�PDQL�
IHVWHG�E\�KLP��$OWKRXJK�WKH�DSSHDUDQFHV�RI�
WKH� IRXQGHUV� GLͿHUHG�� WKHLU� HVVHQFH�� WHDFK�
LQJV��DQG�REMHFWLYHV�ZHUH�WKH�VDPH��7KXV��UH�
ligious cohesiveness is certainly achievable.

 In recent years, we have been in touch 
ZLWK� PDQ\� UHOLJLRXV� OHDGHUV�� :H� KDYH�
worked closely together with positive out�
FRPHV�� ,Q� ������ ZH� IXUWKHUHG� FRRSHUDWLRQ�
DQG�KDUPRQ\�DPRQJ�6LQJDSRUH·V�QLQH�PDMRU�
religions. As a result, we were like brothers 
DQG�VLVWHUV�RI�RQH� IDPLO\��DQG� WKH�RXWFRPH�
JDYH�XV�JUHDW�FRQÀGHQFH��:H� ODWHU�DVVLVWHG�
ZLWK�IDFLOLWDWLQJ�LQWHUDFWLRQV�DPRQJ�YDULRXV�
UHOLJLRXV� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� LQ� ,QGRQHVLD� DQG�
Malaysia. The Pure Land Learning College 
$VVRFLDWLRQ�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�7RRZRRPED��
$XVWUDOLD�IRXUWHHQ�\HDUV�DJR��7KH�VPDOO�FLW\�
currently has a population of 120,000 with 
over eighty ethnic groups, over one hun�

dred languages, and over ten religions. It is 
D� W\SLFDO�PRGHUQ� FLW\� IXOO� RI�PXOWLFXOWXUDO�
HOHPHQWV��DQG�LW�LV�PRVW�GHOLJKWIXO�WR�VHH�WKH�
UHVLGHQWV�DUH�OLNH�RQH�IDPLO\��7KHUH��WKH�IDLWK�
OHDGHUV�DQG�FLW\�FRXQFLO�R΀FLDOV�� LQFOXGLQJ�
WKH�PD\RU��VKDUH�D�FRPPRQ�GUHDP³WR�KHOS�
7RRZRRPED�EHFRPH� WKH�ZRUOG·V�RXWVWDQG�
LQJ�PRGHO�FLW\�RI�SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�� ,W� LV�
D�ZRQGHUIXO��PHDQLQJIXO�LGHD�DQG�PRVW�LP�
portantly of all, they are on track towards ac�
FRPSOLVKLQJ�LW��(YHU\RQH�KHUH�LV�ZHOFRPH�WR�
visit and see for yourself. Cr Paul Antonio, 
WKH�0D\RU�RI�7RRZRPED��OHG�D�GHOHJDWLRQ�WR�
81(6&2� LQ� ������ WR�SUHVHQW� WKH� UHVXOWV� RI�
WKHLU�HͿRUWV�DQG�VKRZ�WKH�KDUPRQ\�DPRQJ�
HWKQLF� FRPPXQLWLHV� DQG� DFFRUG� DPRQJ� UH�
OLJLRQV��)URP�ZKDW�ZH� VHH� LQ�7RRZRRPED� 
,�EHOLHYH�PXWXDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�DQG�FRKHVLYH�
QHVV�DPRQJ�IDLWKV�DQG�UHOLJLRQV�FDQ�DOOHYLDWH�
societal crises and bring stability and peace 
to a disordered world.

+RZ�FDQ�5HOLJLRXV�&RRSHUDWLRQ�
DQG�+DUPRQ\�EH�3URPRWHG"
 In order to foster friendship, regular 
LQWHUDFWLRQ� PXVW� EH� D� ZD\� RI� OLIH� DPRQJ�
various faith and religious leaders and ad�
KHUHQWV�� 7KLV� LV� KRZ� ZH� EHFRPH� IULHQGV� 
7KH�%XGGKD�WDXJKW�XV�WR�UHPHPEHU�WKH�)RXU�
Integrative Methods in our interactions with 
others. This is how we fostered religious co�
RSHUDWLRQ� DQG� KDUPRQ\� LQ� 6LQJDSRUH�� DQG�
DUH�ZRUNLQJ�WR�GR�VR�LQ�7RRZRRPED��%ULHÁ\��
the Four Integrative Methods are as follows.

 First is the practice of giving unsparing�
ly. Such giving involves treating friends to 
PHDOV�DQG�RIWHQ�JLYLQJ�JLIWV��%HLQJ�FRXUWH�
ous, visiting each other, and giving gifts es�
tablishes rapport. In our relationships with 
others, we need to help others uncondition�
DOO\��0DQ\�UHOLJLRXV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�KDYH�HV�

��



0DOD\VLDQ�6WXG\�7RXU�WR�&KLQD�RQ�
0XOWL�IDLWK�DQG�0XOWL�FXOWXUDO�+DUPRQ\�LQ������

7KH�0XOWL�IDLWK�)RUXP�KHOG�LQ�0DOD\VLD�LQ�������VRPH�
��������GHOHJDWHV�KDYH�DWWHQGHG�WKH�IRUXP��)RUPHU�

3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�7XQ�'U��0DKDWKLU��/����

$W�KW�0LOOHQQLXP�1LJKW�LQ�WKH�\HDU�������GHOHJDWLRQV�IURP�
QLQH�PDMRU�IDLWKV�MRLQWHG�WKHLU�KDQGV�WR�SUD\�IRU�WKH�ZRUG�SHDFH��

7KH�´�����0XOWL�)DLWK�6XPPLWµ�KHOG�E\�:RUOG�)HOORZVKLS�RI�%XGGKLVWV

7KH�$PEDVVDGRUV�WR�81(6&2�KHOG�D�
)RUXP�RI�0XOWL�IDLWK�+DUPRQ\�LQ�6UL�/DQND�� $XVWUDOLDQ�,QWHUIDLWK�)RUXP�������

Love

��



 

WDEOLVKHG�UHWLUHPHQW�YLOODJHV�DQG�RUSKDQDJ�
es. We should encourage their charity work 
DQG�GR�RXU�EHVW�WR�VXSSRUW�WKHP�ZLWK�ÀQDQ�
FLDO�PHDQV�DQG�ZLVGRP��RQ�D�UHJXODU�EDVLV�

 Second is kind words. We should praise 
RWKHUV�� QRW� FULWLFL]H� WKHP��$OZD\V� UHPHP�
bering the good traits and kindness of others 
LV�WKH�ZD\�WR�JHWWLQJ�DORQJ�KDUPRQLRXVO\��

� 7KLUG�LV�EHQHÀFLDO�DFWLRQ��:H�VKRXOG�GR�
DOO�ZH�FDQ�WR�EHQHÀW�RWKHUV�HQVXULQJ�WKDW�ZH�
GR�QR�KDUP��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��HYHU\RQH�ZLOO�IHHO�
at ease. Never criticise others, boast about 
WKH� QXPEHU� RI� RQH·V� RZQ� DGKHUHQWV� RU� WU\�
WR�WDNH�DZD\�WKRVH�RI�RWKHUV��7KLV�LV�D�PDMRU�
cause of confrontations.

� )RXUWK� LV� FRPUDGHVKLS� DQG� FROODERUD�
tion. When others undertake a worthwhile 
endeavor, we are willing to help. When I 
YLVLW�GLͿHUHQW�IDLWKV·�SODFHV�RI�ZRUVKLS��,�ZLOO�
SD\�UHVSHFWV�WR�WKHLU�*RG�DQG�DP�UHVSHFWIXO�
to and study their sacred texts. When vari�
ous religions organise activities, we often 
SDUWLFLSDWH�� SDUWLFXODUO\� RQ� WKHLU� LPSRUWDQW�

GDWHV� RU� LQ� PDMRU� HYHQWV�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� LQ�
������ DIWHU� KDYLQJ� EHHQ� LQIRUPHG� E\� WKH�
&DWKROLF�DUFKELVKRS�RI�6LQJDSRUH�RI�D�PDVV�
RQ�&KULVWPDV�(YH��ZH�DUULYHG�ZLWK�ÀIW\�PR�
QDVWLFV� LQ� IRUPDO� UREHV� WR�DWWHQG� WKH�PDVV��
,W�ZDV� D�PRVW� VSHFWDFXODU� VLJKW�� 7KHLU� IRO�
ORZHUV�ZHUH�YHU\�VXUSULVHG�WR�VHH�VR�PDQ\�
PRQDVWLFV�DWWHQGLQJ�PDVV�ZLWK�WKHP��2WKHU�
UHOLJLRQV�DOVR�FDPH�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�RXU�DF�
WLYLWLHV��DQG�JUDGXDOO\�HYHU\ERG\�EHFDPH�D�
IDPLO\��:KHQ�DQ�HSLGHPLF�EURNH�RXW�LQ�$IUL�
FD��WKH�9DWLFDQ�VHQW�VRPH�GRFWRUV�DQG�QXUVHV�
WR�KHOS�WKRVH�DͿHFWHG��7KH�SULHVWV�DQG�QXQV�
KRSHG�WKDW�ZH�PLJKW�FRQWULEXWH�WRZDUGV�WKH�
FRVWV�RI�SURYLGLQJ�PHGLFDO�FDUH�DQG�GRQDWH�
DQ� DPEXODQFH�� ZKLFK� ZH� GLG�� ,Q� WHUPV� RI�
FKDULW\�ZRUN��ZKDW� WKH\�GR� LV� WKH� VDPH�DV�
what we would do, so there is no need to 
GLVWLQJXLVK� RWKHUV� IURP� XV�� ´&RPUDGHVKLS�
DQG�FROODERUDWLRQµ�PHDQV�ZRUNLQJ�WRJHWKHU�
RQ�VRPHWKLQJ�

� :KHQ�ZH� DUULYHG� LQ� 7RRZRRPED�� RXU�
%XGGKLVW� FHQWUH�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\� D�&KULVWLDQ�
FKXUFK��:H�SUHVHUYHG�WKH�IRUP�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�
and only replaced the cross inside with an 
LPDJH� RI� $PLWDEKD� %XGGKD�� (YHU\WKLQJ�
HOVH�UHPDLQHG�WKH�VDPH��$V�ZH�GLGQ·W� WXUQ�
DZD\�IURP�WKHLU�FXOWXUH��WKH�ORFDOV�IHOW�SRVL�
WLYH� DERXW� XV�� 0DQ\� FHOHEUDWH� &KULVWPDV�
each year and we do too. Like churches, we 
also have a nativity scene out front. Thus, 
religions should join together as one. Every�
RQH�ZLOO� EH�PRVW� GHOLJKWHG� DQG� WKHUH�ZLOO�
EH� QR� HVWUDQJHPHQW�� 6WDUWLQJ� IURP� D� VPDOO�
SODFH�� LW�ZLOO� JUDGXDOO\� KDYH� DQ� LPSDFW� RQ�
other cities and regions.  

 We have also discovered that the best 
ZD\� WR� DFKLHYH� PXWXDO� FRRSHUDWLRQ� DQG�
XQLW\�DPRQJ�UHOLJLRQV�LV�WR�RUJDQLVH�D�JURXS�
tour. Faith leaders are generally busy with 

,Q�������DIWHU�KDYLQJ�EHHQ� LQIRUPHG�E\� WKH�&DWKROLF�
DUFKELVKRS� RI� 6LQJDSRUH� RI� D� PDVV� RQ� &KULVWPDV�
(YH��ZH�DUULYHG�ZLWK�ÀIW\�PRQDVWLFV�LQ�IRUPDO�UREHV�WR�
DWWHQG�WKH�PDVV��,W�ZDV�D�PRVW�VSHFWDFXODU�VLJKW���



WKHLU�RZQ�ZRUN�DQG�KDYH�OLWWOH�WLPH�WR�PHHW��
6RPHWLPHV�� HYHQ� LI� WKH\� DUH� WRJHWKHU�� WKH\�
just see each other once and only for a short 
WLPH��2Q�D�UHOLJLRXV�WRXU��LW�LV�YHU\�GLͿHUHQW��
They have at least ten days of living together 
DQG�VHHLQJ�HDFK�RWKHU�HYHU\�GD\�IURP�PRUQ�
LQJ�WR�QLJKW��6R�WKHUH�LV�PRUH�WKDQ�HQRXJK�
WLPH�WR�GLVFXVV�WKH�SULQFLSOHV�RI�WKHLU�WHDFK�
ings.

� )RU�H[DPSOH��SHRSOH�FDQ�GLVFXVV�KRZ�D�
SDUWLFXODU�SUREOHP�LV�UHVROYHG�E\�WKH�WHDFK�
LQJV�RI�%XGGKLVP�� ,VODP��DQG�&KULVWLDQLW\��
There is nothing that can’t be discussed. 
7KHUH� ZLOO� EH� QR� FRQÁLFW�� DQG� VXFK� WULSV�
truly develop good relations. As every�
ERG\� EHFRPHV� EHWWHU� DFTXDLQWHG� DQG� XQ�
derstands each other, they will actually be�
FRPH�IULHQGV��,�KDYH�DFFRPSDQLHG�D�JURXS�
of Singapore’s religious leaders on a visit to 

China, and a group of Indonesia’s religious 
OHDGHUV�RQ�D�YLVLW�WR�5RPH��(J\SW��DQG�&KL�
QD��6XFK�JURXS�WRXUV�WKXV�RͿHU�WKH�EHVW�RS�
portunity and great conditions for fostering 
religious unity.

 The Four Integrative Methods enable 
XV�WR�UHDOLVH�PXWXDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�DQG�XQLW\�
DPRQJ�IDLWKV�DQG�UHOLJLRQV��7KH�VDLQWV�DQG�
sages of each ethnic group and the saints 
of each religion in the world, teach us the 
VDPH�WKLQJ³VLQFHUH�ORYH��%\�EHLQJ�VLQFHUH�
towards others without thinking about 
EHQHÀW� RU� ORVV� WR� RQHVHOI��ZH�ZLOO� EH�ZHO�
FRPHG�DQG�ORYHG�E\�RWKHUV��:H�UHJDUG�HY�
ery religion as wonderful. All religions are 
RQH�IDPLO\�DQG�WKHLU�OHDGHUV�DQG�DGKHUHQWV�
PXVW�EH�DV�RXU�RZQ�EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV��,I�
they do not liaise with us, it is their own 
FKRLFHV��+RZHYHU��ZH�DUH�PRVW�GHOLJKWHG�WR�

,Q�7RRZRRPED��RXU�%XGGKLVW�FHQWUH�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�
D� &KULVWLDQ� FKXUFK��:H� SUHVHUYHG� WKH� IDFDGH� RI�
WKH�FKXUFK�DQG�RQO\�UHSODFHG�WKH�FURVV�LQVLGH�ZLWK�
DQ� LPDJH� RI� $PLWDEKD� %XGGKD�� HYHU\WKLQJ� HOVH�
UHPDLQHG� WKH�VDPH��$V�ZH�GLGQ·W� WXUQ�DZD\� IURP�
WKHLU�FXOWXUH��WKH�ORFDOV�IHOW�SRVLWLYH�DERXW�XV��
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OLDLVH�ZLWK�RWKHUV�DQG�ZRXOG�GHÀQLWHO\�QRW�
PLVV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�GR�VR��6XFK�DQ�RSHQ�
PLQG�LV�UHTXLUHG�IRU�RXU�HͿRUWV�RQ�LQWHUIDLWK�
KDUPRQ\�DQG�XQLW\��WR�KHOS�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�
work together.

7KH�,PSRUWDQFH�RI�5HQHZLQJ�
5HOLJLRXV�(GXFDWLRQ
 The word “religion” needs to be ex�
SODLQHG� XVLQJ� WKH� &KLQHVH� GHÀQLWLRQ� RI�
the Chinese word for religioněׅ૥Ĝ.  
ěׅĜ�PHDQV�YLWDO��LPSRUWDQW��DQG�UHYHUHG��
ě૥Ĝ�PHDQV�HGXFDWLRQ��WHDFKLQJV��DQG�FL�
YLOLVDWLRQ��:KHQ�FRPELQHG��ěׅ૥Ĝ�PHDQV�
WKH�YLWDO�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�LPSRUWDQW�WHDFKLQJV��
DQG� UHYHUHG� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� RI� KXPDQLW\��
:KHQ�ZH�H[SODLQ�WKLV�LQ�PDQ\�SODFHV�DURXQG�
the world, no religion objects and they are 
all happy about it. Everybody agrees that 
this is a good explanation.

 Actually, this is the way it originally 
was. When each religion was established by 
LWV�IRXQGHU��ZK\�ZHUH�WKHUH�PDQ\�IROORZHUV�
ZKR�EHOLHYHG�DQG� IROORZHG� WKHP�WKHQ�DQG�
VXFK� GHGLFDWLRQ� FRQWLQXHV� WR� WKLV� GD\"�2Q�
FDUHIXO� H[DPLQDWLRQ�� ZH� ZLOO� VHH� WKDW� WKH�
founders of every religion were conducting 
WHDFKLQJV��$OO�RI�WKHP�HGXFDWHG�DERXW�WKHLU�
UHVSHFWLYH�WHDFKLQJV��7KH�%XGGKD�WDXJKW�IRU�
IRUW\�QLQH� \HDUV�� WKH� 3URSKHW� 0XKDPPDG�
WDXJKW�IRU�WZHQW\�VHYHQ�\HDUV��-HVXV�WDXJKW�
for three years, and Moses taught for over 
forty years. I therefore consider religion to be 
education. All religions were founded based 
RQ� HGXFDWLRQ�� )URP� WRGD\·V� SHUVSHFWLYH��
the founders would be the world’s greatest 
social educators.

 Why are religions in a state of decline 
WRGD\"�,W� LV�EHFDXVH�ZH�GR�QRW� WHDFK�DERXW�
the sacred texts and intellectuals stay away. 

In the past, those with religious beliefs 
ZHUH�PRVWO\�LQWHOOHFWXDOV��GLVWLQJXLVKHG�LQ�
WHOOHFWXDOV�ZLWK� LQÁXHQFH� LQ� VRFLHW\��0DQ\�
UHOLJLRQV�QRZ� IRFXV�RQ� ULWXDOL]HG�ZRUVKLS�
and prayer. Nowadays, people believe in 
science and less people believe in prayer. 
:KDW�FDQ�ZH�GR�DERXW�WKLV"�:H�PXVW�UHQHZ�
UHOLJLRXV�HGXFDWLRQ��7RGD\·V�IRUPDO�HGXFD�
WLRQ�GRHV�QRW�WHDFK�DERXW�PRUDOLW\��YLUWXHV��
RU� FDXVDOLW\� EXW� WKLV� FDQ� EH� UHFWLÀHG�ZLWK�
religious education, enabling us to greatly 
contribute to society. This would be wel�
FRPHG�DQG�KDSSLO\�DSSURYHG�RI�

� :H�KDYH�EHHQ� LQ� FRQWDFW�ZLWK�QXPHU�
ous religions. We hope that every religion 
can renew its teaching role and focus on 
UHOLJLRXV� HGXFDWLRQ�� 1RWKLQJ� LV� PRUH� LP�
portant! Today, the world is desperately in 
QHHG�RI�UHOLJLRXV�HGXFDWLRQ��:LWK�PRUH�FRQ�
ÁLFWV�EHLQJ�REVHUYHG�HDFK�\HDU��ZH�KDYH�WR�

,QYLWLQJ� UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV� WR� D� YLVLWLQJ� WRXU� ZRXOG� PDNH�
GLIIHUHQFH��3HRSOH�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW� IDLWKV�ZRXOG�KDYH�DW� OHDVW�
WHQ�GD\V�RI�OLYLQJ�WRJHWKHU��IURP�PRUQLQJ�WLOO�QLJKW��6R�WKHUH�
ZRXOG�EH�SOHQW\�RI�FKDQFHV�IRU�WKHP�WR�GLVFXVV�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�
RI�WKHLU�VFULSWXUHV�
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VHHN�RXW�DQG�HOLPLQDWH�WKH�FDXVH�VR�ZH�FDQ�
UHWXUQ�WR�QRUPDOLW\�

 Religious texts are textbooks. Every 
religion teaches people to be good. Thus, 
if every religious group could abide by 
the teachings of its religious texts, every�
one would be a good person. If one has 
religious conviction without understand�
ing the religious teachings, one would be 
easily exploited. Today, few people truly 
XQGHUVWDQG� UHOLJLRQV��:K\"� ,W� LV� EHFDXVH�
people do not study or learn their reli�
gious texts and so they cannot absorb the 
essence and practise the teachings accord�
ingly. Thus, we need to renew religious 
HGXFDWLRQ�� 7R� GR� VR��ZH�PXVW� WHDFK� DQG�
clearly explain the principles of the reli�
gious teachings. Through religious edu�
cation, religions can contribute to society 
DQG�WKH�ZRUOG��UHVROYH�FRQÁLFWV��DQG�IRVWHU�
stability and peace. Today, the only way to 
resolve social issues is through education. 
We cannot think of any way other than 
HGXFDWLRQ�� :H� PXVW� WKHUHIRUH� GLOLJHQWO\�
study religious education.

� 7KHUH�DUH�VRPH�H[WUHPLVWV�DPRQJ�XV�
in our world today. They are like parts of 
our own body that have gone out of align�
PHQW� RU� EHFRPH� XQZHOO�� :KDW� KDSSHQV�
ZKHQ�WKHUH�LV�D�SUREOHP�ZLWK�RXU�KHDOWK"�
:H� QHHG� WR� SURYLGH� FDUH� DQG� WUHDWPHQW�
DQG�HQDEOH� LW� WR�UHWXUQ�WR�QRUPDO��7KLV� LV�
what education is all about. As is said, “if 
LW� LV� WR�EH�� LW� LV�XS� WR�PH�µ� ,I�ZH�DOO�ZLVK�
for peace, peace can be realised. Realising 
peace requires developing a consensus, 
ZKLFK� LV� D� FRPPRQ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� DQG�
SHUVSHFWLYH��7KLV�WKXV�UHPDLQV�DQ�LVVXH�RI�
PXOWLFXOWXUDO�HGXFDWLRQ��

7KH�VSLULW�RI�VHOI�FXOWLYDWLRQ�LV�ÀOLDO�SLHW\��
sibling love, loyalty, and trustworthiness.

The spirit of a harmonious society is 
courtesy, integrity, honor, and 
understanding of shame.

The spirit of a harmonious world is 
benevolence, love, peace, and equality.

$OO�RI�WKHVH�FDQ�EH�IXOÀOOHG�E\�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�
teachings of morality and virtue.
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� :H�QHHG�WR�EH�FRQVWDQWO\�PLQGIXO�DERXW�
DFFHSWLQJ�DQG�HPEUDFLQJ�RXU�RZQ�ERG\��([�
ternally, we accept our own eye, ear, nose, 
WRQJXH� DQG� ERG\�� ,QWHUQDOO\�� ZH� HPEUDFH�
our own internal organs. Once we under�
stand this principle, even when we encoun�
WHU�H[WUHPLVWV��ZH�ZRXOG�IRUJLYH�WKHP��HP�
EUDFH�WKHP��DQG�VORZO\�WUDQVIRUP�WKHP��7R�
UHVROYH�FRQÁLFW��QHYHU�VHHN�UHYHQJH�QRU�EH�
antagonistic. If headed in the wrong direc�
WLRQ�� SUREOHPV�ZLOO� QHYHU� EH� UHVROYHG� DQG�
LW� ZLOO� H[DFHUEDWH� HQPLW\� DQG� SHUSHWXDWH�
KRVWLOLW\�� 7KXV�� ZH� PXVW� OHDUQ� WR� HPEUDFH�
the world’s various ethnic groups, religions, 
FXOWXUHV��DQG�FRXQWULHV��:H�PXVW�PXWXDOO\�
care, respect, love and help one another and 
work together. Doing so, how could this 
world not be peaceful!

� :H�QHHG�WR�EH�FRQVWDQWO\�PLQGIXO�DERXW�
DFFHSWLQJ�DQG�HPEUDFLQJ�RXU�RZQ�ERG\��

 Where do we start with religious 
HGXFDWLRQ"�,W�VWDUWV�IURP�WKH�´0RUDOLW\�DQG�
Virtue Lecture Series.” We have already 
VWDUWHG� WKLV� SURJUDP� LQ� 7RRZRRPED� 

$XVWUDOLD�� 7HDFKLQJV� DERXW� PRUDOLW\��
HWKLFV��DQG�FDXVDOLW\�DUH�H[WUDFWHG�IURP�WKH 
religious texts of various religions for  
WHDFKLQJ� PDWHULDOV�� :H� KRSH� WKDW� DOO 
UHVLGHQWV� RI� WKLV� FLW\� FDQ� EHQHÀW� IURP� WKH�
PRUDO� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� WKDW� HYHU\� SHUVRQ�
can be virtuous. We encourage people to 
learn religious education but we do not 
WDON� DERXW� EHFRPLQJ� DQ� DGKHUHQW� RI� DQ\�
IDLWK�� 5HOLJLRXV� D΀OLDWLRQ� LV� D� SHUVRQDO�
choice and it is a choice that belongs to 
everyone. We praise all religions and regard 
HDFK� DV� EHLQJ� ´QXPEHU� RQH�µ� 7KHUH� LV� QR�
second place. Thus, everyone is equal and it 
PDNHV�HYHU\RQH�KDSS\�

� (VSHFLDOO\�QRZDGD\V��ZH�QHHG�WR�PDNH�
use of advanced technology in education. 
Today, there are satellite television stations 
and internet. For every network that 
exists and for every region in the world 
that a separate channel or bandwidth is 
DOORFDWHG� WR� WKH� SURPRWLRQ� RI� UHOLJLRXV 
education, I believe it would take just one  
year for all people to awaken. Content  
re lat ing to  violence ,  thef t ,  sexual  

:KDW�VKRXOG�EH�WKH�ÀUVW�FRXUVH�LQ�UHOLJLRXV�HGXFDWLRQ"�´0RUDOLW\�DQG�9LUWXH�/HFWXUH�6HULHVµ�LV�WKH�DQVZHU��7KHUH�
KDYH�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�VXFK�VHULHV�LQ�7RRZRRPED��$XVWUDOLD��2XU�DLP�LV�WR�FROOHFW�WKH�YDOXDEOH�WHDFKLQJV�DERXW�PRUDOLW\��
HWKLFV��DQG�FDXVDOLW\�DV�WKH�FRQWHQWV�RI�RXU�WH[WERRN�



PLVFRQGXFW�� DQG� GHFHSWLRQ�� FRQWHQW� WKDW�
goes against one’s true nature would be 
rejected. It would be rejected not by laws, 
EXW�E\�RXU�KXPDQ�FRQVFLHQFH��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�
QDWXUDOO\� FKRRVH� WR� VWRS� ZDWFKLQJ� WKHP��
There will then be world peace. People 
ZLOO� HQMR\� KDSSLQHVV� DQG� IXOÀOOPHQW� DQG�
the world will have peace and prosperity. 
$FKLHYLQJ�ZRUOG�SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�LV�QRW�
GL΀FXOW�

5HOLJLRQV�0XVW�/HDUQ�
IURP�(DFK�2WKHU�
 Mutual cooperation and unity of 
UHOLJLRQV� FDQQRW� EH� MXVW� D� IRUPDOLW\�� 6XFK�
D� IRUPDOLW\� LV� QRW� SDUWLFXODUO\� HͿHFWLYH��
)ULHQGVKLS�PXVW�GHYHORS� IURP� WKH� URRWV³
ZH�PXVW�OHDUQ�DQG�VWXG\�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�DQG�
texts of each other’s religions.

 All the founders of the world’s reli�
JLRQV� DUH� PDQLIHVWDWLRQV� RI� WKH� WUXH� *RG��
As transportation used to be inconvenient 
DQG� WKHUH� ZDV� OLWWOH� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�� *RG�
ZRXOG�PDQLIHVW�DV�RQH�LGHQWLW\�LQ�RQH�FRXQ�
try and another identity in another region. 
$GYDQFHPHQWV� LQ� WHFKQRORJ\�� FRQYHQLHQW�
WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�� DQG� DGYDQFHG� FRPPXQL�
FDWLRQV� PDNHV� WKH� SODQHW� VPDOOHU�� DQG� WKH�
HDUWK� KDV� WUXO\� EHFRPH� D� JOREDO� YLOODJH��
There is frequent contact between people, 
FRXQWULHV��FRPPXQLWLHV��DQG�UHOLJLRQV��ZLWK�
increasingly closer interactions. Thus, there 
VKRXOG�EH�JUHDWHU�PXWXDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WR�
SUHYHQW�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJV�DQG�WR�SURPRWH�
KDUPRQ\��7RGD\��UHOLJLRQV�PXVW� OHDUQ�IURP�
HDFK�RWKHU��:H�PXVW�OLVWHQ�DQG�UHDG�PRUH�WR�
XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�*RG�WHDFKHV�LQ�,VODP��KRZ�
*RG�WHDFKHV�LQ�&KULVWLDQLW\��KRZ�KH�JXLGHV�
VHQWLHQW� EHLQJV� LQ� %XGGKLVP�� WHDFKHV� LQ�
&RQIXFLDQLVP�� DQG� WHDFKHV� LQ� +LQGXLVP��

/HDUQLQJ�RQH·V� UHOLJLRXV� WH[WV� LV�EHLQJ�VHOI�
DZDUH��/HDUQLQJ� IURP�WKH�UHOLJLRXV� WH[WV�RI�
others, extends the scope of our own wis�
GRP�

� )RU�PDQ\�\HDUV��,�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�FRQWDFW�
ZLWK�PDQ\�IDLWKV�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV��DQG�,�
DP�FHUWDLQ�WKDW�HDFK�UHOLJLRQ�LV�QXPEHU�RQH��
There is no second place. The religious texts 
RI�HDFK�UHOLJLRQ�DUH�DOVR�QXPEHU�RQH��7KHUH�
is no second place. Thus, I respect the Qur’an 
DQG�WKH�1HZ�DQG�2OG�7HVWDPHQWV�RI�WKH�Holy 
Bible�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�WKDW�,�UHVSHFW�%XGGKLVW�
VXWUDV�� ,�QRW�RQO\� UHVSHFW� WKHP��EXW� ,� RIWHQ�
UHDG�DQG�VWXG\�WKHP��,�VWXG\�WKH�Qur’an and 
the Holy Bible�LQ�WKH�VDPH�GLOLJHQW�ZD\�WKDW�
,�VWXG\�WKH�%XGGKLVW�VXWUDV��:KHQ�,�UHDG�WKH�
Qur’an��,�DP�D�GHYRXW�0XVOLP�DQG�D�VWXGHQW�
RI� WKH� SURSKHW� 0XKDPPDG�� $V� ,� GR� QRW�
UHJDUG� LW� DV� ´WH[W� IURP� DQRWKHU� UHOLJLRQ�µ� ,�
JDLQ�UHDO�EHQHÀWV��:KHQ�,�UHDG�WKH�Holy Bible, 
,� DP� WKH� VWXGHQW� RI� -HVXV�� ,I� ZH� VHH� RWKHU�
UHOLJLRQV�DV�GLͿHUHQW�IURP�RXU�RZQ��ZH�FUHDWH�

7KHUH� VKRXOG� EH� JUHDWHU� PXWXDO� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� WR�
SUHYHQW�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJV�DQG�WR�SURPRWH�KDUPRQ\�
WKURXJK� IUHTXHQW�FRQWDFW�EHWZHHQ�SHRSOH��FRXQWULHV��
FRPPXQLWLHV��DQG�UHOLJLRQV�
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a barrier, and we will not understand their 
WHDFKLQJV� DQG� PD\� HYHQ� PLVXQGHUVWDQG�
WKHP��7KXV��ZKHQ�,�OHFWXUH�RQ�WKH�Holy Bible 
and the Qur’an, the respective followers  
ÀQG� P\� OHFWXUHV� DJUHHDEOH�� 2QO\� E\�
thoroughly understand all the sacred 
WH[WV�� FDQ� UHOLJLRQV� ÀQDOO\� UHDFK� JHQXLQH�
FRQVHQVXV�DQG�IRUP�PXWXDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��
Many faith leaders have approved of this 
thinking and approach. 

 We are currently preparing to establish 
D�PXOWLFXOWXUDO� HYHQWV� FHQWUH� LQ�7RRZRRP�
ba, Australia. Inside the centre, there will be  
R΀FH� VSDFH� IRU� HYHU\� UHOLJLRQ�� 7KHUH� ZLOO�
DOVR�EH�FODVVURRPV�ZKHUH�HDFK�UHOLJLRQ�FDQ�
teach their scriptures on a regular basis. 
We will also be holding classes for the fur�
ther study of each other’s scriptures and 
will look out for teaching talent. For the 

next stage, we plan to have an Institute of  
Religion Studies to train and develop 
WHDFKHUV� DQG� KRSH� WKDW� WKH\� ZLOO� EHFRPH�
lecturers for the future. When we have  
VX΀FLHQW� WHDFKHUV�� DW� OHDVW� ÀIW\� WR� VL[W\�
teachers, we will establish a University 
of the Religions of the World. The univer�
sity will train and develop teaching talent 
for every religion and unite the world’s  
religions by having religious students  
VWXG\� WRJHWKHU� DQG� OHDUQLQJ� IURP� RQH� 
another. Each religion will have its own 
IDFXOW\�� %XGGKLVP� ZLOO� KDYH� D� %XGGKLVW�
Faculty. Christianity will have a Christian 
)DFXOW\��,VODP�ZLOO�KDYH�DQ�,VODPLF�)DFXOW\��
7KH� DGKHUHQWV� RI� PDQ\� UHOLJLRQV� ZLOO� EH�
FRPH�FODVVPDWHV�DQG�IULHQGV��DQG�JUDGXDWH�
IURP�WKH�VDPH�LQVWLWXWLRQ��:H�ZLOO�QRW�RQO\�
learn about our own religion, but also un�
GHUVWDQG��EH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�DQG�UHVSHFWIXO�RI�

:H�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�SUHSDULQJ�WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�PXOWLFXOWXUDO�FHQWUH�LQ�7RRZRRPED��$XVWUDOLD�IRU�SHRSOH�IURP�GLIIHUHQW�IDLWKV�
WR�VWXG\�WRJHWKHU��:LWK�FODVVURRPV�DQG�DXGLWRULXPV�DYDLODEOH��WHDFKHUV�IURP�YDULRXV�IDLWKV�FDQ�JLYH�SXEOLF�OHFWXUH�
RQ�UHOLJLRXV�VFULSWXUHV�
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other religions. With sincerity, we equally interact with all religions, and we 
OHDUQ�IURP�HDFK�RWKHU�ZLWK�WUXVW��/HDUQLQJ�IURP�WKH�VWUHQJWKV�RI�RWKHUV�ZLOO�
KHOS�XV�UHPHG\�RXU�RZQ�VKRUWFRPLQJV��6HHNLQJ�FRPPRQDOLW\�ZKLOH�GLVUH�
JDUGLQJ� WKH�GLͿHUHQFHV� LV� WKH� EHVW�ZD\� IRU� XV� WR� FRQWLQXRXVO\� EHWWHU� RXU�
selves.
 
 In relation to religious texts, we hope that each religion will extract the 
HVVHQFH�RI�LWV�WHDFKLQJV�LQ�����SDVVDJHV�WR�EH�FRPSLOHG�LQWR�D�ERRNOHW�WR�EH�
widely circulated. The Bible 360 and the Qur’an 360� KDYH�QRZ�EHHQ� FRP�
SOHWHG��:H�KRSH�WKDW�RWKHU�UHOLJLRQV�ZLOO�DOVR�KDYH�D�´����µ�:KHQ�UHOLJLRQV�
OHDUQ�IURP�RQH�DQRWKHU��WKLV�PDNHV�LW�YHU\�DFFHVVLEOH�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�GR�QRW�
belong to a particular religion to grasp its teachings. We hope that the general 
SXEOLF�FDQ�KDYH�D�SURSHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�HDFK�UHOLJLRQ�WR�SUHYHQW�PLVXQ�
GHUVWDQGLQJV�DQG�FRQIURQWDWLRQV��%\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�UHOLJLRQV��\RX�ZLOO�ORYH��
FDUH�DERXW��DQG�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKHP��7KLV�ZLOO�KHOS�WKH�ZRUOG�UHVROYH�DOO�FRQÁLFWV�
DQG�SURPRWH�VRFLDO�VWDELOLW\�DQG�KDUPRQ\�

&RQFOXVLRQ
� 7KURXJK�PXWXDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�DQG�FRKHVLYHQHVV�DPRQJ�UHOLJLRQV��UHQHZ�
LQJ�UHOLJLRXV�HGXFDWLRQ��UHOLJLRQV�OHDUQLQJ�IURP�RQH�DQRWKHU��DOO�UHOLJLRQV�ZLOO�
EHFRPH�DV�RQH� IDPLO\��:KHQ�UHOLJLRQV�EHFRPH�RQH� IDPLO\��GLͿHUHQW�HWKQLF�
JURXSV�ZLOO�EHFRPH�RQH�IDPLO\��DQG�DOO�WKH�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�ZLOO�EHFRPH�
RQH�IDPLO\��$V�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�RQH�IDPLO\��ZH�QDWXUDOO\�ZRXOG�ORYH�DQG�FDUH�
for one another, support and assist one another, and work together to realise 
WKH�FRPPRQ�GUHDP�RI�EXLOGLQJ�D�/DQG�RI�8OWLPDWH�%OLVV�RQ�HDUWK��ZKLFK�LV�
DFKLHYDEOH��7KLV�KDV�EHHQ� WKH�REMHFWLYH�RI�RUJDQLVLQJ� WKLV� IRUXP��7KURXJK�
RXU�FRQWLQXLQJ�HͿRUWV��PD\�ZH�EH�MRLQHG�E\�PRUH�SHRSOH�VKDULQJ�WKH�VDPH�
DVSLUDWLRQ��0D\�DOO�FRQÁLFWV�VRRQ�EH�UHVROYHG�DQG�PD\�ZRUOG�VWDELOLW\�DQG�
peace soon be realised. Finally, I wish everybody health and happiness  
always. Thank you!
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In the First World War, about 17 
PLOOLRQ� SHRSOH� ZHUH� NLOOHG�� LQFOXGLQJ� � ��
PLOOLRQ� LQQRFHQW� FLYLOLDQV� DQG� FKLOGUHQ��
,Q� WKH� 6HFRQG�:RUOG�:DU�� RYHU� ���PLOOLRQ�
SHRSOH� ZHUH� NLOOHG�� LQFOXGLQJ� ��� PLOOLRQ�
innocent civilians and children. The Holy 
4XU·DQ�FOHDUO\�VWDWHV��4�������If anyone killed 
a person…it would be as if he killed all mankind, 
and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he 
save the life of all mankind.

,Q������DIWHU�WKH�ZDU�DW�*DOLSROL��7XUNH\��
$Q]DF�-DFN�IURP�1HZ�=HDODQG��D�PHPEHU�RI�
WKH�DOOLHG�IRUFHV��VXUYLYHG�WKH�FDPSDLJQ�DQG�
was decorated for his service and bravery in 
:RUOG�:DU�2QH���%XW�WKH�WUDXPD�RI�ZDU�ZDV�
WRR� PXFK� DQG� KH� WRRN� KLV� RZQ� OLIH� ZKHQ�
his son was only four years old. His suicide 
note stated, “My brain is going.” His son 
DQG�IDPLO\�VWLOO�OLYH�LQ�1HZ�=HDODQG�

,Q�WKH�QDPH�RI�*RG�0RVW�0HUFLIXO
0RVW�%HQHYROHQW

Q Syed Hassan Al-Attas
Imam Of Ba’alwie Mosque Singapore
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Seven decades after the World War 
Two, on Friday May 1st 2015, less than a 
PRQWK� DJR�� *HUPDQ\� LV� VWLOO� EXU\LQJ� LWV�
GHDG�� ,Q� WKH� PLOLWDU\� JUDYH\DUG� VRXWKHDVW�
RI� %HUOLQ�� ���� PLQLDWXUH� FR΀QV�� UHPQHQWV�
RI�VROGLHUV��VRPH�DV�\RXQJ�DV����\HDUV�ROG��
IRXQG�LQ�IRUHVWV��ÀHOGV��DQG�EXLOGLQJ�VLWHV�LQ�
*HUPDQ\�DQG�DURXQG�(XURSH�ZHUH�EXULHG��
Most lost their lives in April 1945 in one of 
the last, vicious battles of the war.

�7KH�VFDUV�RI�WKHVH�ZRUOG�ZDUV�UHPDLQ�WR�
KDXQW�PDQ\�IDPLOLHV�IRU�GHFDGHV��7KHVH�WZR�
ZRUOG�ZDUV�ZHUH�QRW�IRXJKW�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�
any religion. They were fought for the cause 
RI�QDWLRQDOLVP��UDFLDO�VXSHULRULW\��JUHHG�DQG�
pride.

�7RGD\�� KRZHYHU�� WKLQJV� DUH� GLͿHUHQW��
5HOLJLRQ�LV�FODLPHG�WR�EH�WKH�PDLQ�FDXVH�RI�
ZDUV�� ([WUHPLVWV� XVH� UHOLJLRQ� WR� FKDPSLRQ�
their cause and achieve and their evil 
desires.

�,VODP� LV�QRZ�EHLQJ�DWWDFNHG� LQ� VXFK�D�
PDQQHU�DV�QHYHU�VHHQ�EHIRUH�LQ�KLVWRU\��,VODP�
LV�EHLQJ�DWWDFNHG�E\�WKH�0XVOLPV�WKHPVHOYHV��
7KHVH� VR� FDOOHG� 0XVOLPV� DUH� H[WUHPLVW� LQ�
their thinking and behavior. They are a 
PHQDFH�LQ�DQ\�SHDFH�ORYLQJ�VRFLHW\��7KH\�DUH�
KDWHG�E\�PDQ\��7KH�SUHVHQFH�RI�H[WUHPLVWV��
DOWKRXJK� D� PLQRULW\� LQ� 0XVOLP� VRFLHWLHV��
JLYHV� D� EDG� QDPH� WR� ,VODP�� $V� D� UHVXOW��
PDQ\�JRRG�0XVOLPV�WRGD\�DUH�ORRNHG�XSRQ�
DV�SRWHQWLDO� H[WUHPLVWV� RU� WHUURULVWV�� XQOHVV�
proven innocent.

�,Q� WKH�SDVW�� WUXH�0XVOLPV�ZHUH� ORRNHG�
upon as trusted friends and as sincere 
partners. They were looked upon as good, 
honest, pious, and kind people with great 
knowledge.

In the eighth century, the Abbasid  
FDSLWDO��%DJKGDG� �LQ� ,UDT���ZDV� WKH�ELJJHVW�
FDSLWDO�FLW\�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��1RQ�0XVOLPV�IURP�
5RPH��*UHHFH��,QGLD�DQG�&KLQD�FDPH�WR�OLYH�
LQ�%DJKGDG��0DQ\�VHWWOHG�GRZQ� WKHUH�DQG�
HQMR\HG�SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�

�+RZ� GLͿHUHQW� WKLQJV� KDYH� EHFRPH�
now. Many are afraid even to have a  
0XVOLP�QHLJKERXU��:K\"

�7KHUH� LV� QR� GRXEW� WKDW� 0XVOLP�
H[WUHPLVWV� XVHG� ,VODP� WR� MXVWLI\� ERWK� WKHLU�
HQGV� DQG� PHDQV�� 7KH\� DUH� IDQDWLFDO� DQG�
H[WUHPLVW� LQ� ERWK� WKHLU� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� RI�
,VODP�DV�ZHOO� DV� WKHLU� EHKDYLRXU�� 7KH�KRO\�
3URSKHW�0XKDPPDG��SEXK��VDLG��Following 
the middle path�ˀજ˃ལ�is a virtue. In other 
ZRUGV��SUDFWLFH�PRGHUDWLRQ�DQG�GR�QRW�JR�
WR� H[WUHPHV�� ,VODP� LV� DJDLQVW� H[WUHPLVP� LQ�
DQ\�IRUP������

�,Q�RUGHU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�,VODP��ZH�KDYH�
to go back to history. We have to study the 
FKDUDFWHU�RI�RXU�+RO\�3URSKHW�0XĠDPPDG�
(pbuh). We have to understand the Qur’an 
E\� ORRNLQJ�DW� WKH� H[DPSOHV�RI� WKH�3URSKHW�
DQG�WKH�WUXH�0XVOLP�OHDGHUV�RI�WKH�SDVW�

�3URSKHW�0XKDPPDG��SEXK��RQFH�VDLG��
Seek knowledge even to China. Why did he say 
WKLV"

�7KH� 3URSKHW� PXVW� KDYH� NQRZQ� DERXW�
WKH�&KLQHVH�DQG�ZDQWHG�0XVOLPV� WR�PDNH�
IULHQGV�DQG�OHDUQ�IURP�WKHP��,Q�IDFW��ZH�ÀQG�
,VODP�UHDFKHG�&KLQD�during�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�
Prophet, in the seventh century. In those 
days, the journey to certain parts of China 
WRRN� PRUH� WKDQ� �� \HDUV�� 0DQ\� 0XVOLPV�
settled in China, learnt the language and died 
WKHUH��7KH\�ZHUH�ZHOFRPHG�E\�WKH�&KLQHVH�

��



HPSHURUV� DQG� VRPH�� OLNH� 6D\\LG� 6ZHHQL�� 
EHFDPH� WKH� JRYHUQRU� LQ� <XQDQ� DQG� ZDV�
very popular with the people.

 During the Abbasid Caliphate, a well 
NQRZQ� MXULVW� LQ� WKH� FRXUW� RI� %DJKGDG��
$KPDG� ,EQ� )DGODQ�� ZHQW� WR� 1RUZD\� DQG�
ZDV� ZHOFRPH� E\� WKH� 9LNLQJV�� +H� OLYHG�
and fought with the Vikings against their 
HQHPLHV� DQG� LV� UHPHPEHUHG� WLOO� WRGD\�� $�
+ROO\ZRRG� ÀOP� HQWLWOHG� ´7KH� 7KLUWHHQWK�
:DUULRUµ� WHOOV� WKH� VWRU\� RI� $KPDG� ,EQ�
Fadlan. The role was played by Antonio 
%DQGHUDV�

During the Crusades, when King 
Richard the Lion Heart was ill, Saladin 

KLPVHOI� FDPH� LQ� GLVJXLVH�
as a physician to cure 
KLP��$V� D� UHVXOW � � PDQ\�
historians describe Saladin 
as a chivalrous foe. When 
Saladin reconquered 
- H U X V D O HP � I U RP � W K H�
crusaders he guaranteed the 
IUHHGRP�RI�UHOLJLRQ�IRU�ERWK�
the Jews and Christians. 

7 K H V H � D U H � V RP H�
H[DPSOHV� RI� WUXH� 0XVOLP�
leaders of the past.

Master Chin Kung, in 
PDQ\� RI� KLV� VSHHFKHV� LQ�
WKH� SDVW�� HPSKDVLVHG� WKDW�
the key to a peaceful world 
is to have true knowledge. 
He stressed that true 
knowledge guides towards 
PRUDOLW\� DQG� FDQ� RQO\� EH�
REWDLQHG�IURP�WUXH��VLQFHUH��

pious and knowledgeable scholars.

A religion is a set of beliefs that is 
KHOG�E\�D�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH��7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�
GLͿHUHQW�UHOLJLRQV��HDFK�ZLWK�D�GLͿHUHQW�VHW�
RI�EHOLHIV��(YHU\�UHOLJLRQ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�GLͿHUV��
%XW�DOO�UHOLJLRQV�PDLQWDLQ�WKDW�SHDFHPDNHUV�
DUH� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� RI� WKH� $OPLJKW\�� 3HDFH�
GUDZV� SHRSOH�� FRPPXQLWLHV� DQG� QDWLRQV�
together into an everlasting friendship. It 
LV� WKH� DEVHQFH� RI� SULGH�� DQJHU�� PDOLFH� DQG�
WKH� SUHVHQFH� RI� NLQGQHVV�� FRPSDVVLRQ� DQG�
forgiveness that binds people with unity. 
Each of the great religious books speaks 
YROXPHV��LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�ZD\��WR�JLYH�WKH�VDPH�
PHVVDJH�RI�PRUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�SHDFH�DQG�
WKH�FRQGXFW�RI�QRQ�YLROHQFH���



 True re l ig ious  bel iefs  do not  
GLͿHUHQWLDWH� EHWZHHQ� SHRSOH� RQ� WKH� EDVLV�
of their creed, colour or nationality. They 
SUHDFK� WKDW� HYHU\� VLQJOH� SHUVRQ� LV� *RG·V�
FKLOG�DQG�WKDW�ZH�FRQVWLWXWH�RQH�ELJ�IDPLO\�

�0RUDO�WUDLQLQJ�LV�WKH�HVVHQFH�RI�,VODPLF�
education. The purpose of religious  
HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�,VODP�LV�QRW�WR�VWXͿ�WKH�PLQGV�
RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�IDFWV�EXW�WR�UHÀQH�WKHLU�
PRUDOLW\�� HGXFDWH� WKHLU� VSLULWV�� SURSDJDWH�
YLUWXH�� WHDFK� SURSULHW\� DQG� SUHSDUH� WKHP�
for a life full of sincerity and purity. The 
ÀUVW�DQG�KLJKHVW�JRDO�RI�,VODPLF�HGXFDWLRQ��
DQG�,�VWURQJO\�EHOLHYH�LV�DOVR�WKH�DLP�RI�DOO�
UHOLJLRXV�HGXFDWLRQ��LV�PRUDO�UHÀQHPHQW�DQG�
spiritual training.

�$FFRUGLQJ� WR� 3URI��0XKDPPDG�$WL\D��
LQ� ,VODPLF� HGXFDWLRQ�� HDFK� OHVVRQ�PXVW� EH�
PRUDO� DQG� DOO� WHDFKHUV�PXVW� EH� FRQFHUQHG�
ZLWK� PRUDOV�� (YHU\� WXWRU� PXVW� FRQVLGHU�
religious ethics above anything else. 
5HOLJLRXV�HWKLFV�DUH�WKH�LGHDO��SHUIHFW�HWKLFV��
noble character is the basis of religious 
education.

�,PDP�$O�*KD]]DOL� �࿼̟ቘϯ˃ra) said 
WKDW� WKH� DLP� RI� HGXFDWLRQ� PXVW� QRW� EH� WR�
REWDLQ�SRZHU��PRQH\��JORU\��WR�DFW�LQVROHQWO\�
RU�WR�FRPSHWH�ZLWK�RWKHUV��,VODPLF�HGXFDWLRQ�
FDQ�EH�VXPPDULVHG�LQ�RQH�ZRUG���YLUWXH�

�%HIRUH� ,� HQG�� OHW�PH� VKDUH�ZLWK� \RX� D�
IDPRXV�VWRU\�RI�WKH�NLQJ�RI�%XWDQD��D�VPDOO�
town, north of the river Nile in Africa.  

The king, Shaikh Abu ̀ Ali, who had 10 sons, 
was dying. He called all his sons and gave 
HDFK� RI� WKHP� WZR� VWLFNV� DQG� DVNHG� WKHP�
to break one of the sticks. Everyone broke 
the sticks very easily. Then he took the ten  
UHPDLQLQJ� VWLFNV� DQG� WLHG� WKHP� ÀUPO\� 
together and asked each and every one of 
KLV� VRQV� WR� EUHDN� WKHP�� 1RQH� RI� KLV� VRQV�
FRXOG�GR�LW�QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�PXFK�WKH\�WULHG��
7KHQ�KH�WXUQHG�WR�WKHP�DQG�VDLG��EH�XQLWHG�
and you are strong.

True religion unites the hearts of 
KXPDQLW\��

Thank you.

��



 In a world�ULGGOHG�ZLWK�PXOWLSOH�FULVHV�RI�IRRG�VHFXULW\��IUHVK�
ZDWHU� DQG� FOLPDWH� FKDQJH�� RXU� WKRXJKWV�PDWWHU�PRUH� WKDQ� HYHU��
7KLV�SDSHU�KLJKOLJKWV� WKH� LPSDFW�RI�RXU� WKRXJKWV� WKURXJK� UHFHQW�
ÀQGLQJV� LQ� VWXGLHV� RI� IUR]HQ�ZDWHU� FU\VWDOV� �LFH� FU\VWDOV). Every 
WKRXJKW�FRXQWV��7KH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�SRVLWLYH�WKRXJKWV�VXVWDLQHG�E\�
WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�XQLYHUVDO�KXPDQ�YDOXHV�LV�LPSHUDWLYH�WR�DFKLHY�
LQJ�SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�IRU�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO��VRFLHW\�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG��
+RZHYHU��WKHUH�DUH�VLJQLÀFDQW�FKDOOHQJHV�SRVHG�E\�FXUUHQW�SRSX�
ODU� HQWHUWDLQPHQW� URPDQWLFLVLQJ� YLROHQFH�� FRQÁLFW� DQG� VH[XDOLW\��
Throughout history, the world’s religions and traditional cultures 
KDYH�SURYLGHG�WKH�HWKLFDO�IRXQGDWLRQV�XSRQ�ZKLFK�KXPDQLW\�KDV�
OHDUQW�WR�OLYH�LQ�KDUPRQ\��DQG�WKHLU�WHDFKLQJV�DUH�FHQWUHG�RQ�ORYH�
DQG�FRPSDVVLRQ��7KHUHIRUH�FRQFHUWHG�SROLWLFDO��VRFLDO�DQG�HFRQRP�
LF�HͿRUWV�PXVW� UHQHZ�D�PDLQVWUHDP�IRFXV�RQ� OHDUQLQJ�DQG� OLYLQJ�
universal values through the evidence base of traditional culture 
and religious education for a culture of peace. 

Q Kelly Ngo

��

:DWHU�NQRZV�WKH�SDWK�WR�SHDFH

Be careful of your thoughts, for your thoughts become your words.
Be careful of your words, for your words become your actions.
Be careful of your actions, for your actions become your habits.
Be careful of your habits, for your habits become your character.

Be careful of your character, for your character becomes your destiny. 
- Author unknown

Within the character of the citizen, lies the welfare of the nation. 
- Cicero



7KH�LFH�FU\VWDO�VWXG\
 Research on ice crystals over the 
last twenty years has shown that water 
UHVSRQGV� WR� LQIRUPDWLRQ� LQ� YDULRXV� IRUPV��
LQFOXGLQJ�KXPDQ� WKRXJKW��$V�ZDWHU� LV� WKH�
OLIHEORRG�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�ERG\�DQG�RXU�OLYLQJ�
HQYLURQPHQW��WKHVH�ÀQGLQJV�LPSO\�WKDW�RXU�
WKRXJKWV�KDYH�DQ�HͿHFW�RQ�SHUVRQDO�KHDOWK�
and the world around us. 

� %\�IUHH]LQJ�ZDWHU�DQG�REVHUYLQJ�WKH�LFH�
FU\VWDOV�IRUPHG�LQ�PLOOLRQV�RI�H[SHULPHQWV��
'U� 0DVDUX� (PRWR� GLVFRYHUHG� WKDW� ZDWHU�
SURGXFHG�GLͿHUHQW� LFH�FU\VWDOV� LQ� UHVSRQVH�
WR�ZRUGV��LPDJHV��VRXQGV�DQG�HYHQ�KXPDQ�
thoughts. His groundbreaking discoveries 
were presented at the UN Headquarters 
LQ�1HZ�<RUN� LQ� ������ IRUPHG� WKH� EDVLV� RI� 
several international bestsellers, such as 
Messages from Water1, and featured in an 
DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�LQGHSHQGHQW�ÀOP��
 
� ,QVSLUHG� E\� 'U� (PRWR·V� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
ZDWHU� UHVHDUFK�� WKH� QRW�IRU�SURÀW� +XD\DQ�
Water Research Laboratory have indepen�
GHQWO\� YHULÀHG� 'U� (PRWR·V� ÀQGLQJV� DQG�
further explored how water responds to 

LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQFOXGLQJ�YLVXDO��DXGLWRU\��DX�
GLR�YLVXDO�DQG�ROIDFWRU\�LQIRUPDWLRQ��8VLQJ�
the latest technology, the Huayan Water Re�
VHDUFK�WHDP�KDV�EHHQ�FRQGXFWLQJ�WKH�ZDWHU�
H[SHULPHQWV� VLQFH� ����� DQG� DQ� RXWOLQH� RI�
their process is as follows (Figures 1 and 2). 

� 8QLIRUP�ERWWOHV�RI�VWHULOH�GLVWLOOHG�ZD�
WHU� DUH� H[SRVHG� WR� FHUWDLQ� LQIRUPDWLRQ� IRU�
D�FHUWDLQ�SHULRG�RI�WLPH�ZLWKLQ�DQ�LVRODWHG��
FORVHG� DQG� VRXQGSURRIHG� HQYLURQPHQW�� 
unless otherwise required by the particu�
ODU� WHVW��'HSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�H[SHULPHQW�� WKH� 
ZDWHU� LV� HLWKHU� H[SRVHG� WR� YLVXDO� LQIRUPD�
WLRQ��WH[W�RU�LPDJH��IRU�VHYHQW\�WZR�KRXUV��
RU�H[SRVHG�WR�DQ�DXGLR�RU�YLGHR�ÀOH�SOD\HG�
FRQWLQXRXVO\� RYHU� WZHQW\�IRXU� KRXUV�� 
A person blinded to the intervention 
WKHQ� WUDQVIHUV� ���� FXELF� FHQWLPHWUHV� RI� WKH� 
ZDWHU�VDPSOH�RQWR�3HWULH�GLVKHV��ZKLFK�DUH�
WKHQ� IUR]HQ�DW� ���ǅ� IRU� DW� OHDVW� VL[�KRXUV�� 
Another person blinded to the intervention 
WKHQ�REVHUYHV�WKH�IUR]HQ�GURSOHWV�PDJQLÀHG 
XQGHU� D� KLJK�VSHHG� LPDJLQJ� PLFURVFRSH�
WKDW� KDV� EHHQ� LQVWDOOHG� ZLWKLQ� D� IUHH]HU� 
FDELQHW�DW���ǅ�DQG�UHFRUGV�YLGHR�DQG�SKRWR 
LPDJHV�RI�WKH�FU\VWDOV���
 
:DWHU�NQRZV
� 5HVHDUFK�E\�'U�(PRWR�DQG�WKH�+XD\DQ�
:DWHU�5HVHDUFK�WHDP�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�ZDWHU�LV�
UHVSRQVLYH�WR�LQIRUPDWLRQ��

��

:DWHU�NQRZV�WKH�SDWK�WR�SHDFH

���0DVDUX�(PRWR��The Message from Water���������Messages from Water Volume 2����������
 Love Thyself The Message from Water III��������

'U�0DVDUX�(PRWR�DQG�9HQHUDEOH�0DVWHU�&KLQ�.XQJ



)LJXUHV���DQG����6WHSV�RI�WKH�6WXG\�0HWKRG

��



     

)LJXUH�����:ULWWHQ�ZRUGV�RI�
�WRS�WR�ERWWRP�
´ORYHµ��´SHDFHµDQG�´KDUPRQ\µ�
respectively.

)LJXUH�����:ULWWHQ�ZRUGV�RI
�WRS�WR�ERWWRP��
“jealousy”, “greed” and “anger”, 
respectively.

��

���7H[W�DQG�SLFWXUHV
� )LJXUH���VKRZV�WKH�VKDSH�RI�LFH�FU\VWDOV�DIWHU�WKH�ZDWHU�ZDV�H[SRVHG�WR�
WKH�ZULWWHQ�ZRUGV�RI�́ ORYHµ��́ SHDFHµ�DQG�́ KDUPRQ\µ��UHVSHFWLYHO\��7KH�ZRUGV�
´DQJHUµ��´JUHHGµ�DQG�´MHDORXV\µ�DSSHDU�WR�HYRNH�D�GLͿHUHQW�UHVSRQVH�LQ�WKH�
ice crystals as shown in Figure 4. 



��

)LJXUH����
Written phrases

(above left 
to right)

 “thank you”, 
 ´,�DP�VRUU\µ��

(below left 
to right)
 “please 

IRUJLYH�PHµ
and

“I  love you”,
respectively.

)LJXUHV�����:ULWWHQ�SKUDVH
“It is all your fault.”

)LJXUHV�����:ULWWHQ�SKUDVHV
“I hate you.”

� )LJXUH���VKRZV�WKH�LFH�FU\VWDOV�IURP�ZDWHU�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�H[SRVHG�WR�WKH�
ZULWWHQ�SKUDVHV�´WKDQN�\RXµ��´,�DP�VRUU\µ��´SOHDVH�IRUJLYH�PHµ�DQG�´,�ORYH�
\RXµ�� UHVSHFWLYHO\�� 7KHVH� UHVXOWV� DSSHDUHG� GLVWLQFWO\� GLͿHUHQW� IURP� WKH� LFH�
FU\VWDOV�IRUPHG�DIWHU�H[SRVXUH�WR�WKH�ZULWWHQ�SKUDVHV�´,�KDWH�\RXµ�DQG�´LW�LV�DOO�
\RXU�IDXOWµ�DV�VKRZQ�LQ�)LJXUHV���DQG����UHVSHFWLYHO\��



)LJXUHV�����7KH�ZRUG�´ORYHµ�LQ�GLͿHUHQW�ODQJXDJHV�

)LJXUHV�����7KH�SKUDVH�´,�KDWH�\RXµ�LQ�GLͿHUHQW�ODQJXDJHV�

 English French Latin

 Persian Russian Korean

 Chinese Arabic French

��

� :DWHU�ZDV�DOVR�H[SRVHG� WR� WKH�VDPH�ZRUGV�DQG�SKUDVHV�H[SUHVVHG� LQ�D�
GLͿHUHQW� ODQJXDJH�)LJXUHV��� DQG��� VKRZV� LFH� FU\VWDOV� LQ� UHVSRQVH� WR�´ORYHµ� 
and “I hate you” written in various languages, respectively.



)LJXUHV�������DERYH��
Photos of a
VPLOLQJ�LQIDQW�
and (below)
DQ�HPDFLDWHG�
infant.

)LJXUH������$�SKRWR�RI�D�PRWKHU�
  teaching her child. 

��

� )LJXUH����VKRZV�DQ�LFH�FU\VWDO�IRUPHG�DIWHU�ZDWHU�ZDV�H[SRVHG�WR�D�SKRWR�
RI�D�VPLOLQJ�LQIDQW��EHVLGH�RQH�IRUPHG�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�D�SKRWR�RI�DQ�HPDFLDW�
HG� LQIDQW��)LJXUH����VKRZV�DQ� LFH�FU\VWDO� LQ�UHVSRQVH� WR�D�SKRWR�RI�D�PRWKHU� 
WHDFKLQJ�KHU�FKLOG��EHVLGH�DQRWKHU�IRUPHG�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�D�SKRWR�RI�ZDUIDUH��
Figure 12 shows an ice crystal in response to a picture of a natural landscape.



)LJXUH������$�SKRWR�RI�ZDUIDUH�

)LJXUH������$�SLFWXUH�RI�D�QDWXUDO�ODQGVFDSH�

��



��

)LJXUH������7KH�ZULWWHQ�ZRUGV�´IDPLO\�ORYH�µ

)LJXUH������$�SKRWR�RI�WZR�VLVWHUV�

� 2Q�WKH�WKHPH�RI� ORYH��)LJXUH����VKRZV�DQ� LFH�FU\VWDO� IRUPHG�DIWHU�ZDWHU�ZDV�
H[SRVHG�WR�WKH�ZULWWHQ�ZRUGV�´IDPLO\�ORYHµ�DQG�)LJXUH����VKRZV�DQ�LFH�FU\VWDO�IURP�
ZDWHU�H[SRVHG�WR�D�SKRWR�RI�WZR�VLVWHUV��DQG�)LJXUH����VKRZV�DQ�LFH�FU\VWDO�IRUPHG�
IURP�ZDWHU�H[SRVHG�WR�WKH�SKRWR�RI�D�IDWKHU�DQG�VRQ��ZKLFK�ZDV�LQLWLDOO\�IUDJPHQWHG�
EXW�RYHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�D�IHZ�VHFRQGV�WKH�IUDJPHQWV�VHHPHG�WR�PHUJH�WRJHWKHU�DV�LI�
WKH�IDWKHU�DQG�VRQ�VHSDUDWHG�E\�OLYLQJ�DSDUW�RU�PHQWDO�LPSDLUPHQW��DUH�UHXQLWHG�



��

)LJXUH������$�SKRWR�RI�IDWKHU�DQG�VRQ�
)UDJPHQWV�RI�DQ�LFH�
FU\VWDO�PHUJLQJ�WRJHWKHU



)LJXUH����
The Sound of Music 
PXVLFDO�ÀOP��������

)LJXUH����
News report of the 
2008 Financial Crisis.

The words
“It is all your fault.”

��

���9LGHR
� )LJXUH����VKRZV�DQ�LFH�FU\VWDO�IRUPHG�DIWHU�ZDWHU�ZDV�VKRZQ�WKH������Sound 
of Music�PXVLFDO�ÀOP��ZKLFK�DSSHDUV�TXLWH�GLͿHUHQW�FRPSDUHG�WR�DQ�LFH�FU\VWDO�LQ�
)LJXUH����WKDW�IRUPHG�IURP�ZDWHU�WKDW�ZDV�VKRZQ�QHZV�UHSRUW�RI�WKH������)LQDQFLDO�
&ULVLV��7KH� ODWWHU�DSSHDUV�VRPHZKDW�VLPLODU� WR� WKH� LFH�FU\VWDO� IRUPHG�IURP�ZDWHU�
exposed to the words “it is all your fault”.



��

The song What a Wonderful World�������
E\�/RXLV�$UPVWURQJ�

7HFKQR�PXVLF�

)LJXUH�����

���6RXQG
 Figure 18 shows an ice crystal produced after water was exposed to the song 
What a Wonderful World��������E\�/RXLV�$UPVWURQJ��ZKLFK�GLͿHUV�IURP�WKH�LFH�FU\VWDO�
IRUPHG�IURP�ZDWHU�H[SRVHG�WR�WHFKQR�PXVLF��



)LJXUH�����

7KH�VFHQW�RI�D�URVH�ÁRZHUV�

7KH�RGRXU�RI�GHFRPSRVLQJ�FDEEDJH�

��

4. Smells
� )LJXUH����VKRZV�DQ�LFH�FU\VWDO�IRUPHG�DIWHU�ZDWHU�ZDV�H[SRVHG�WR�WKH�VFHQW�RI�
IUHVK�ÁRZHUV��DORQJVLGH�DQRWKHU�IRUPHG�IURP�ZDWHU�H[SRVHG�WR�WKH�RGRXU�RI�GH�
FRPSRVLQJ�FDEEDJH���



)LJXUH������:DWHU�VDPSOH�ORFDWHG�DW�DQ��
� � DQLPDO�VODXJKWHUKRXVH�

)LJXUH������%XGGKLVW�PHGLWDWLRQ��
�FKDQWLQJ�´$PLWXRIRµ��IURP�D�
UHPRWH�ORFDWLRQ�ZDV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�
D�YLGHR�LPDJH�RI�WKH�ZDWHU�VDPSOH�
WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�ORFDWHG�DW�DQ�DQLPDO�
slaughterhouse.

)LJXUH������,Q�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�
DQ\�LPDJH�RI�WKH�ZDWHU�VDPSOH��
%XGGKLVW�PHGLWDWLRQ��  
�FKDQWLQJ�´$PLWXRIRµ��IURP�
D�UHPRWH�ORFDWLRQ�ZDV�
GHGLFDWHG�WR�WKH�ZDWHU�VDPSOH�
that had been located 
DW�DQ�DQLPDO�VODXJKWHU�KRXVH�

��

���,QWHQWLRQ�DQG�FKDQJHV�LQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ
� $�FKDQJH�LQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DSSHDUV�WR�UHVXOW�LQ�GLͿHUHQW�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�LFH�FU\VWDOV�
IURP�WKH�VDPH�ZDWHU�VDPSOH��)RU�H[DPSOH��)LJXUH����VKRZV�DQ�LFH�FU\VWDO�IRUPHG�
DIWHU� WKH� ZDWHU� VDPSOH� ZDV� SODFHG� LQ� DQ� DQLPDO� VODXJKWHUKRXVH�� 6XEVHTXHQWO\��
%XGGKLVW�PHGLWDWLRQ��FKDQWLQJ�́ $PLWXRIRµ��IURP�D�UHPRWH�ORFDWLRQ�ZDV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�
D�YLGHR�LPDJH�RI�WKH�ZDWHU�VDPSOH�DQG�WKH�UHVXOWLQJ�LFH�FU\VWDOV�DUH�VKRZQ�LQ�)LJXUH�
����(YHQ�ZLWKRXW�DQ\� LPDJH�RI� WKH�ZDWHU� VDPSOH�� WKH� VDPH�%XGGKLVW�PHGLWDWLRQ�
GHGLFDWHG�WR�WKH�ZDWHU�VDPSOH�SURGXFHG�VLPLODU�LFH�FU\VWDOV�DV�VKRZQ�LQ�)LJXUH�����



��

2XU�WKRXJKWV�PDNH�WKH�ZRUOG
 In light of the varying shapes and 
levels of brightness in the ice crystals, 
water appears to respond to different 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�� 5HJDUGOHVV� RI� WKH� IRUPDW� RU�
ODQJXDJH�� SRVLWLYH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� �HJ� ORYH��
gratitude and kindness) generally produced 
UHODWLYHO\�RUGHUHG��JHRPHWULF�� EULJKWHU� DQG�
FRPSOHWH�LFH�FU\VWDOV�FRPSDUHG�WR�QHJDWLYH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ��HJ�EODPH��UHVHQWPHQW��FRQÁLFW�
and violence). Such results are consistent 
with other studies ��� � and show the direct 
HͿHFW�RI�KXPDQ�WKRXJKWV�RQ�ZDWHU�

� ,QIRUPDWLRQ� DULVHV� IURP� WKRXJKWV� DQG�
thoughts create words and actions, which 
LQ� WXUQ� FUHDWH� SLFWXUHV��PXVLF� DQG�PRYLHV��

HWF��7KH�ÀQGLQJV�DUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�VLJQLÀFDQW�
in light of water being such an essential 
DQG� XELTXLWRXV� HOHPHQW�� :DWHU� FRYHUV�
DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ��� SHU� FHQW� RI� WKH� HDUWK·V�
VXUIDFH� VXVWDLQLQJ� OLIH� LQ� DOO� LWV� IRUPV� DQG�
IHDWXULQJ�LQ�DOPRVW�HYHU\WKLQJ�IURP�WKH�DLU�
WR� RXU� IRRG�� 7KH�ZDWHU� FRPSRVLWLRQ� RI� DQ�
DGXOW�KXPDQ�ERG\� LV�DOVR����SHUFHQW��ZLWK�
higher percentages in infants. 

� 7KH� IDFW� WKDW� KXPDQ� WKRXJKW� DͿHFWV�
ZDWHU�LPSOLHV�D�GLUHFW�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�KXPDQ�
ERG\�DQG� LWV�HQYLURQPHQW�� ,Q� WKLV�ZD\��ZH�
are interconnected with the universe. As 
1REHO�3UL]H�ZLQQHU�LQ�SK\VLFV�DQG�IDWKHU�RI�
TXDQWXP�SK\VLFV��WKH�*HUPDQ�VFLHQWLVW�0D[�
3ODQFN�VWDWHG��´$V�D�PDQ�ZKR�KDV�GHYRWHG�
P\� ZKROH� OLIH� WR� WKH� PRVW� FOHDU� KHDGHG� 

���'HDQ�5DGLQ��1DQF\�/XQG��0DVDUX�(PRWR��7DNDVKLJH�.L]X��¶(IIHFWV�RI�'LVWDQW�,QWHQWLRQ�RQ�:DWHU�&U\VWDO�)RUPDWLRQ��$�� �
� 7ULSOH�%OLQG�5HSOLFDWLRQ·�����������-RXUQDO�RI�6FLHQWLÀF�([SORUDWLRQ�����
���'HDQ�5DGLQ��*DLO�+D\VVHQ��0DVDUX�(PRWR��7DNDVKLJH�.L]X��¶'RXEOH�%OLQG�7HVW�2I�7KH�(IIHFWV�2I�'LVWDQW 
� ,QWHQWLRQ�2Q�:DWHU�&U\VWDO�)RUPDWLRQ·����������([SORUH�����
���0D[�3ODQFN��/HFWXUH�¶'DV�:HVHQ�GHU�0DWHULH�7KH�1DWXUH�RI�0DWWHU·��)ORUHQFH�������



��

VFLHQFH��WR�WKH�VWXG\�RI�PDWWHU��,�FDQ�WHOO�\RX�
DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�P\�UHVHDUFK�DERXW�DWRPV�WKLV�
PXFK��7KHUH�LV�QR�PDWWHU�DV�VXFK��$OO�PDWWHU�
originates and exists only by virtue of a 
IRUFH�ZKLFK� EULQJV� WKH� SDUWLFOH� RI� DQ� DWRP�
WR� YLEUDWLRQ� «� :H� PXVW� DVVXPH� EHKLQG�
this force the existence of a conscious and 
LQWHOOLJHQW�PLQG��7KLV�PLQG�LV�WKH�PDWUL[�RI�
DOO�PDWWHU�4 µ�%XLOGLQJ�RQ�TXDQWXP�SK\VLFV��
there has been increasing research on the 
DVVRFLDWLRQ� RI� KXPDQ� FRQVFLRXVQHVV� DQG�
LQWHQWLRQ�ZLWK�PDWWHU��2YHU������\HDUV�DJR��
WKH�%XGGKD�WDXJKW�WKDW��´(YHU\WKLQJ�DULVHV�
IURP� RXU� PLQGV�� :LWK� RXU� WKRXJKWV�� ZH�
PDNH� WKH� ZRUOG�� DQG� WKH� ZKROH� XQLYHUVH�
is aware of our every thought.” Like the 
UHÁHFWLRQ�RI�RXU�WKRXJKWV�LQ�WKH�LFH�FU\VWDOV��
HYHU\�SDUWLFOH�VHQVHV�RXU�WKRXJKWV�IURP�WKH� 
PRPHQW�LW�DULVHV�DQG�FKDQJHV�DFFRUGLQJO\�

 With positive kind thoughts, everything 
DURXQG�XV�EHFRPHV�PRUH�SRVLWLYH��2Q����-XO\�
������ 'U� (PRWR� FRQGXFWHG� DQ� H[SHULPHQW�
LQYROYLQJ�RYHU�����SHRSOH�ZKR�IRU�RYHU�DQ�
KRXU�� PHQWDOO\� GLUHFWHG� D�PHVVDJH� RI� ORYH�
DQG�JUDWLWXGH�WR�WKH�ZDWHU�RI�/DNH�%LZD�LQ�
-DSDQ��7KLV�KDG�D�QRWDEOH�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�ZDWHU�
rendering the lake free of foreign algae. As 
WKH� IRUHLJQ� DOJDH�ZRXOG� HPLW� DQ� RͿHQVLYH�
VPHOO�SURPSWLQJ�QXPHURXV�FRPSODLQWV�IURP�
residents, the Kyoto Newspaper reported on 
27 August 1999 about the unusual absence of 
DOJDH�DQG�ODFN�RI�DQ\�UHVLGHQWLDO�FRPSODLQWV�
WKDW�VXPPHU��

� %XW� ZKHQ� RXU� PLQG� LV� GLVWUDFWHG� E\�
UHVHQWPHQW� DQG� FRQÁLFW�� RXU� HQYLURQPHQW�
LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� SHRSOH� LQ� LW� VXͿHUV� IURP� WKH�
LPSDFW�RI�RXU�WKRXJKWV�

 Always aim at complete harmony 
of thought and word and deed. Always 
aim at purifying your thoughts and 
everything will be well. 

– Mahatma Gandhi



��

� 2XU� SK\VLFDO� ZHOO�EHLQJ� KDV� SURYHQ�
to be inextricably linked to our thoughts. 
The relationship between positive thoughts 
DQG� SK\VLFDO� KHDOWK� LV� ZHOO�UHVHDUFKHG� LQ�
WKH�ÀHOG�RI�SRVLWLYH�SV\FKRORJ\��3LRQHHU�RI�
SRVLWLYH� SV\FKRORJ\�� 'U� 0DUWLQ� 6HOLJPDQ�
reports that research on a range of diseases 
IURP�LQÁXHQ]D�WR�+,9�VKRZV�WKDW�D�SRVLWLYH�
RXWORRN�LQÁXHQFHV�LPPXQLW\�DQG�WKH�UDWH�RI� 
recovery and healing5. Indeed, negative 
HPRWLRQV� VXFK� DV� DQJHU� DQG� GRXEWV�� FRP�
PRQO\� OHDG� WR� WKH� H[SHULHQFH� RI� SK\VL�
FDO� V\PSWRPV� VXFK� DV� IDWLJXH� DQG� WHQVLRQ�
headaches.

 The following story illustrates how 
SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�HVVHQWLDOO\�EHJLQ� IURP�
our positive thoughts. There was once a 
young barber known for providing the best 
haircuts in town. A governor heard about 
KLV� VNLOO� DQG� PDGH� DQ� DSSRLQWPHQW� ZLWK�
KLP�IRU�D�KDLUFXW��0HHWLQJ�WKH�JRYHUQRU�IRU�
WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH��WKH�SRRU�EDUEHU�ZDV�YHU\�QHU�
vous. His hands were shaky and while the 
governor fell asleep during the haircut, he 
DFFLGHQWDOO\�VKDYHG�RͿ�SDUW�RI�DQ�H\HEURZ��
When the governor woke up, the barber 
VWRRG� LQ� IURQW� RI� KLP� DQG� SROLWHO\� DVNHG��
´6LU�� ,·YH� QHYHU� PHW� D� JRYHUQRU� EHIRUH�� ,V�
it true what they say, that governors have 
D�KHDUW�DV�ELJ�DV�WKH�RFHDQ"µ�7KH�JRYHUQRU�
looked at the young barber, and laughed, 
´1R��\RXQJ�PDQ�� WKDW·V� MXVW�D�PHWDSKRU�� LW�
PHDQV�WKDW�D�SHUVRQ�LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�RI�SRZHU�
PXVW�EH�NLQG�DQG�IRUJLYLQJ�µ�0XFK�UHOLHYHG�
WR� KHDU� WKRVH�ZRUGV�� WKH� EDUEHU� VDLG�� ´,·P�
really glad to hear this because governor, 
,�DP�WHUULEO\�VRUU\�²�,·YH�DFFLGHQWDOO\�VKDYHG�

RͿ�D�SDUW�RI�\RXU�H\HEURZ�µ�7KH�JRYHUQRU�
WRRN�RQH�ORRN�LQ�WKH�PLUURU�DQG�QHDUO\�IHOO�
RXW� RI� KLV� FKDLU��+RZHYHU�� KH� LPPHGLDWHO\�
UHPHPEHUHG�KLV�ZRUGV��´D�SHUVRQ� LQ�D�SR�
VLWLRQ� RI� SRZHU� PXVW� EH� NLQG� DQG� IRUJLY�
ing.” In the space of one thought, his anger 
FKDQJHG�WR�IRUJLYHQHVV��7KH�UHVXOW�ZDV�LP�
PHGLDWH�IRU�ERWK��SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\��7KH\�
parted ways happily that day and the gov�
HUQRU�UHPDLQHG�D�ORQJ�WHUP�FXVWRPHU�
 
 Within our positive thoughts lie the 
VHHGV� IRU� LPSURYHG� KHDOWK� DQG� SRVLWLYH�
FKDQJHV� LQ�RXU� ORFDO� DQG�JOREDO� FRPPXQL�
WLHV��$V�HYHU\�WKRXJKW�FRXQWV��ZH�PXVW� IR�
cus on thoughts, words and actions condu�
cive to peace.

(QWHUWDLQPHQW�RU�
LQGLVFULPLQDWH�KDUP
 Today we have a culture of distraction, 
DV�GHVFULEHG� E\�1REHO� 3HDFH� 3UL]H�ZLQQHU�
$O� *RUH��:H� DUH� GLVWUDFWHG� IURP� WKH� ULJKW�
values and the right thoughts. Powered by 
DGYDQFHG� WHFKQRORJ\�DQG� WKH�PDVV�PHGLD��
SRSXODU�FXOWXUH�KDV�EHFRPH�SHUYDVLYH��SDU�
ticularly in developed areas, with consider�
DEOH�LQÁXHQFH�RQ�RXU�WKRXJKWV��YDOXHV�DQG�
behaviour. In particular, aspects of popular 
FXOWXUH� UHODWLQJ� WR� VH[XDOLW\�� FRQÁLFW� DQG�
violence present direct challenges to a cul�
WXUH�RI�SHDFH�DQG�VXVWDLQDEOH�GHYHORSPHQW��
,Q� ������ WKH� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� &RPPLVVLRQ� RQ�
WKH� 'HYHORSPHQW� RI� (GXFDWLRQ� GHVFULEHG�
PDVV�PHGLD� DV� ´H[WUDRUGLQDU\� LQVWUXPHQWV�
for conditioning the individual, in whatever 
FDSDFLW\� ZH� FRQVLGHU� KLP�� DQG� HVSHFLDOO\�

��� Martin Seligman, Flourish��$�9LVLRQDU\�1HZ�8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�+DSSLQHVV�DQG�:HOO�EHLQJ��������
6  (GJDU�)DXUH��)HOLSH�+HUUHUD��$EGXO�5D]]DN�.DGGRXUD��+HQUL�/RSHV��$UWKXU�9�3HWURYVN\��0DMLG�5DKQHPD�� 
� )UHGHULFN�&KDPSLRQ�:DUG��/HDUQLQJ�WR�EH���7KH�ZRUOG�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�WRGD\�DQG�WRPRUURZ���81(6&2�3DULV���������



)LJXUH������$�SRSXODU�UHDOLW\�WHOHYLVLRQ�VKRZ�LQYROYLQJ�
contestants living in a house together.

7� 6WHYHQ�&��0DUWLQR��5HEHFFD�/��&ROOLQV��0DUF�1��(OOLRWW��$P\�6WUDFKPDQ��'DYLG�(��.DQRXVH��6DQGUD�+��%HUU\��([SRVXUH�WR��
� 'HJUDGLQJ�9HUVXV�1RQGHJUDGLQJ�0XVLF�/\ULFV�DQG�6H[XDO�%HKDYLRU�$PRQJ�<RXWK������������Pediatrics�����
8� %ULDQ�$��3ULPDFN��(ULND�/��'RXJODV��0LFKDHO�-��)LQH��0DGHOLQH�$��'DOWRQ��([SRVXUH�WR�6H[XDO�/\ULFV�DQG�6H[XDO�([SHULHQFH��
� $PRQJ�8UEDQ�$GROHVFHQWV������������American Journal of Preventive Medicine 317.
�� $QLWD�&KDQGUD��6WHYHQ�&��0DUWLQR��5HEHFFD�/��&ROOLQV��0DUF�1��(OOLRWW��6DQGUD�+��%HUU\��'DYLG�(��.DQRXVH��$QJHOD�0LX��'RHV��
� ZDWFKLQJ�VH[�RQ�WHOHYLVLRQ�SUHGLFW�WHHQ�SUHJQDQF\"�)LQGLQJV�IURP�D�QDWLRQDO�ORQJLWXGLQDO�VXUYH\�RI�\RXWK�������������
 Pediatrics �����
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DV�D�FRQVXPHU�DQG�DV�D�FLWL]HQµ�. This sec�
WLRQ� FRQVLGHUV� WKH� KDUPIXO� LPSDFW� RI� RXU�
WKRXJKWV�VWHPPLQJ�IURP�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�

� 6H[XDO� FRQWHQW� LQ� HQWHUWDLQPHQW� KDV�
LPSOLFDWLRQV� IRU� WKH� JOREDO� LVVXHV� RI� VH[X�
DOO\� WUDQVPLWWHG� LQIHFWLRQV� DQG� DGROHVFHQW�
SUHJQDQF\�� )LJXUH� ��� VKRZV� DQ� LFH� FU\VWDO�
IRUPHG�DIWHU�ZDWHU�ZDV�H[SRVHG�WR�DQ�LQWHU�
nationally popular reality television show 
involving contestants living in a house to�
gether. Studies have found that sexual con�
WHQW� LQ�PXVLF7, 8,  and television was asso�
ciated with early onset of sexual behaviour 
LQ�WHHQDJHUV�DJHG�IURP�WZHOYH�WR�VHYHQWHHQ�
FRPSDUHG�WR�WHHQDJHUV�ZKR�GR�QRW�WXQH�LQWR�
VXFK�FRQWHQW��7KH�PRUH�VH[XDO�FRQWHQW�WKDW�
was viewed on television, the earlier sexual 

activity started with increased likelihood 
of unplanned teenage pregnancy9. The so�
cial issue of early sexual activity is concern�
ing due to its direct relationship to sexually 
WUDQVPLWWHG� LQIHFWLRQ� DQG�XQSODQQHG� WHHQ�
age pregnancy. Renowned Kenyan author 
DQG�PHGLFDO�GLUHFWRU�RI�&RWWROHQJR�+,9�DQG�
$,'6�+RVSLFH��'U�0DUJDUHW�2JROD�UHÁHFWHG�
in her speech at the 1999 World Congress of 
)DPLOLHV� WKDW� UHOLJLRXV�YDOXHV�KDG� VXFFHVV�
fully suppressed sexual activity outside of 
PDUULDJH��+RZHYHU��´E\�WKH�ODWH�6L[WLHV��WKLV�
LGHDO�RI�VH[�EHWZHHQ�RQO\�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�
FRPPLWWHG�WR�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�WKH�ERQG�RI�PDU�
ULDJH�EHJDQ�WR�FRPH�DSDUWµ�GXH�WR�WKH�LQÁX�
ence of sexuality in popular culture lead�
ing to “children being born out of wedlock, 
PDULWDO� EUHDNGRZQ�� DEDQGRQPHQW� RI� FKLO�



)LJXUH������$�UHDOLW\�WHOHYLVLRQ�VKRZ�WKDW�
plots contestants against each other in a 
cooking contest.

)LJXUH������7KH�ZRUG�´FRQÁLFWµ�

)LJXUH������$�WHOHYLVHG�PL[HG�PDUWLDO�DUWV�
ÀJKWLQJ�FKDPSLRQVKLS�SURJUDP�

$� YLGHR� JDPH� ZLWK� SOD\HUV� WDNLQJ� RQ�
WKH� UROH�RI�D�ÀJKWHU� WU\LQJ� WR�GHVWUR\�DQ� 
HQHP\�

)LJXUH�������7KH�ZRUGV�´,�ZDQW�WR�NLOO�\RX�µ Figure 28� �� � $Q� DFWLRQ�DGYHQWXUH� YLGHR�
JDPH�ZLWK�WKH�SOD\HU�WDNLQJ�RQ�PLVVLRQV�
WR�FDUU\�RXW�D�VHULHV�RI�FULPHV��LQFOXGLQJ�
shooting and theft.

��
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dren and the elderly who used to be held 
LQ�JUHDW�HVWHHP��DQG�RI�FRXUVH�DQ�H[SORVLYH�
LQFUHDVH� LQ� VH[XDOO\� WUDQVPLWWHG�GLVHDVH� RI�
HYHU\�NLQG�µ�2XU�HYHU\�WKRXJKW�IURP�WXQLQJ�
LQWR� VXFK� HQWHUWDLQPHQW� KDV� FRQVHTXHQFHV�
for personal health, societal welfare and the 
world.

� &RQÁLFW�DQG�YLROHQFH� LQ�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�
LV� OLQNHG� WR� DJJUHVVLRQ� DQG� FULPH�� 6L[�
PHGLFDO� DQG�SXEOLF� KHDOWK�SURIHVVLRQDO� RU�
JDQL]DWLRQV10� LVVXHG� D� -RLQW� 6WDWHPHQW� RQ�
WKH� ,PSDFW� RI� (QWHUWDLQPHQW� 9LROHQFH� RQ�
&KLOGUHQ�LQ������QRWLQJ�WKDW�´HQWHUWDLQPHQW�
violence can lead to increases in aggres�
sive attitudes, values, and behaviour, par�
ticularly in children.11µ�7KLV�UHIHUV�WR�PHGLD�
YLROHQFH�LQ�DQ\�IRUP��LQFOXGLQJ�YLROHQW�WHOH�
YLVLRQ�� ÀOPV�� YLGHR� JDPHV� DQG�PXVLF12. A 
reality television show that plotted contes�
tants against each other in a cooking contest 
produced ice crystals as shown in Figure 
���� %RWK� )LJXUHV� ��� DQG� ��� ORRN� VLPLODU� LQ� 
shape to the crystals produced after water 
ZDV� H[SRVHG� WR� WKH� ZRUG� ´FRQÁLFWµ� �)LJ�
XUH������6XFK�VLPLODULW\�LV� OLNHO\�GXH�WR�WKH� 
DWWLWXGH� RI� ¶,� ZLQ�� \RX� ORVH·�� VHOI�FHQ�
WUHGQHVV� DQG� FRQÁLFW� SURPRWHG� E\� VXFK� 
HQWHUWDLQPHQW��:KHQ�ZDWHU�ZDV�H[SRVHG�WR� 
D�WHOHYLVHG�PL[HG�PDUWLDO�DUWV�ÀJKWLQJ�FKDPSL�
RQVKLS�SURJUDP�RU�D�YLGHR�JDPH�ZLWK�SOD\HUV� 
WDNLQJ�RQ�WKH�UROH�RI�D�ÀJKWHU�WU\LQJ�WR�GH�

VWUR\� DQ� HQHP\� �)LJXUH� ����� ERWK� LQWHUQD�
WLRQDOO\� SRSXODU� IRUPV� RI� HQWHUWDLQPHQW�
SURGXFHG�FU\VWDOV� WKDW�DSSHDUHG� VLPLODU� WR�
water’s response to the words “I want to 
NLOO�\RXµ��)LJXUH������$QRWKHU�DFWLRQ�DGYHQ�
WXUH�YLGHR�JDPH�ZLWK�WKH�SOD\HU�WDNLQJ�RQ� 
PLVVLRQV�WR�FDUU\�RXW�D�VHULHV�RI�FULPHV��LQ�
cluding shooting and theft, resulted in the ice 
FU\VWDO�LQ�)LJXUH�����7KH�$PHULFDQ�1DWLRQDO�
Institute of Mental Health reported that chil�
dren who watch violence on television are 
PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�DJJUHVVLYH�RU�KDUP�RWKHUV��
OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�HPSDWKHWLF�DQG�PRUH�IHDUIXO�
RI� WKH�ZRUOG� DURXQG� WKHP��. In particular, 
KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�YLROHQW�YLGHR�JDPH�H[SRVXUH�
KDYH�EHHQ�OLQNHG�WR�GHOLQTXHQF\��ÀJKWLQJ�DW�
VFKRRO�� DQG�YLROHQW� FULPLQDO�EHKDYLRXU�� LQ�
cluding assault and robbery14. Indeed, those 
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�&ROXPELQH�+LJK�6FKRRO��
6DQG\�+RRN� (OHPHQWDU\� 6FKRRO� DQG� RWKHU�
PDVV� LQGLVFULPLQDWH� VKRRWLQJV� LQ� GLͿHUHQW�
countries were discovered to be obsessive 
SOD\HUV� RI� YLROHQW� YLGHR� JDPHV�� 7KHVH� DV�
sociations are particularly concerning as 97 
percent of adolescents aged twelve to seven�
WHHQ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�SOD\�YLGHR�JDPHV15. 

� 'RPLQDWHG� E\� ZKDW� LV� PDUNHWDEOH��
SRSXODU� FXOWXUH� SHUVXDGHV� XV� WR� EH� VHOI�
FHQWUHG�� ZKLFK� LV� D� URRW� FDXVH� RI� FRQÁLFW��
7KH� FRQVWDQW� ÁRZ� RI� VXFK� LQIRUPDWLRQ�
IDFLOLWDWHG� E\�PRGHUQ� WHFKQRORJ\� GLVWUDFWV�

��� 7KH�VL[�VLJQDWRU\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ZHUH�WKH�$PHULFDQ�$FDGHP\�RI�3HGLDWULFV��$PHULFDQ�$FDGHP\�RI�&KLOG�DQG�$GROHVFHQW��
� 3V\FKLDWU\��$PHULFDQ�0HGLFDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ��$PHULFDQ�3V\FKRORJLFDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ��$PHULFDQ�$FDGHP\�RI�)DPLO\�3K\VLFLDQV���
� DQG�$PHULFDQ�3V\FKLDWULF�$VVRFLDWLRQ�
��� $PHULFDQ�$FDGHP\�RI�3HGLDWULFV��-RLQW�6WDWHPHQW�RQ�WKH�,PSDFW�RI�(QWHUWDLQPHQW�9LROHQFH�RQ�&KLOGUHQ��&RQJUHVVLRQDO��
� 3XEOLF�+HDOWK�6XPPLW����KWWS���ZZZ��DDS�RUJ�DGYRFDF\�UHOHDVHV�MVWPWHYF�KWP!�����-XO\�������
��� &UDLJ�$��$QGHUVRQ��/HRQDUG�%HUNRZLW]��(GZDUG�'RQQHUVWHLQ��5RZHOO�+XHVPDQQ��-DPHV�'��-RKQVRQ��'DQLHO�/LQ]��1HLO�0��
� 0DODPXWK��(OOHQ�:DUWHOOD��7KH�LQÁXHQFH�RI�PHGLD�YLROHQFH�RQ�\RXWK���������4 Psychological Science In The Public Interest���
���1DWLRQDO�,QVWLWXWH�RI�0HQWDO�+HDOWK��7HOHYLVLRQ�DQG�%HKDYLRU��7HQ�<HDUV�RI�6FLHQWLÀF�3URJUHVV�DQG�,PSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�(LJKWLHV� 
� 9ROXPH����������86�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK�DQG�+XPDQ�6HUYLFHV��
���&UDLJ�$�$QGHUVRQ��9LROHQW�YLGHR�JDPHV��P\WKV��IDFWV��DQG�XQDQVZHUHG�TXHVWLRQV��$PHULFDQ�3V\FKRORJLFDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ�� 
� 3V\FKRORJLFDO�6FLHQFH�$JHQGD���KWWS���ZZZ�DSD�RUJ�VFLHQFH�DERXW�SVD���������DQGHUVRQ�DVS[!��2FWREHU�������
���$PDQGD�/HQKDUW��-RVHSK�.DKQH��(OOHQ�0LGGDXJK��$OH[DQGUD�0DFJLOO��&KULV�(YDQV��-HVVLFD�9LWDN��7HHQV��9LGHR�*DPHV��DQG� 
� &LYLFV��3HZ�,QWHUQHW�DQG�$PHULFDQ�/LIH�3URMHFW��KWWS���ZZZ�SHZLQWHUQHW�RUJ������������WHHQV�YLGHR�JDPHV�DQG�FLYLFV!
� �����6HSWHPEHU�������



7KHUH�LV�QR�QHHG�IRU�XV�WR�ÀQG�RXW�D�VHW�RI�EUDQG�QHZ�XQLYHUVDO�YDOXHV�IRU�
VHFXULQJ�ZRUOG�SHDFH��,QVWHDG��ZKDW�ZH�VKRXOG�GR�LV�MXVW�´VWDQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�
VKRXOGHUV�RI�JLDQWVµ��%\�´JLDQWVµ��,�UHIHU�WR�RXU�DQFHVWRUV�ZKR�KDG�DOUHDG\�
EXLOW�XS�D�VHW�RI�XQLYHUVDO�YDOXHV�DV�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�VFKRODUVKLS�
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XV� IURP� WKH� ULJKW�YDOXHV�ZLWK� LPSOLFDWLRQV�
UDQJLQJ� IURP� LOOQHVV� WR� FULPH� DQG�
H[SORLWDWLRQ� RI� HQYLURQPHQWDO� UHVRXUFHV��
Historian and philosopher Arnold Toynbee 
REVHUYHG� WKDW� ´2XW� RI� WZHQW\�RQH� QRWDEOH�
FLYLOL]DWLRQV�� QLQHWHHQ� SHULVKHG� QRW� IURP�
FRQTXHVW� ZLWKRXW� EXW� IURP� PRUDO� GHFD\�
ZLWKLQ�µ�$V�FRQVXPHUV��ZH�KDYH�D�FKRLFH�WR�
VRPH�H[WHQW��%\�WDNLQJ�FDUH�RI�RXU�WKRXJKWV�
DQG� DFFHQWXDWLQJ� PRUDOO\� UHVSRQVLEOH�
DWWLWXGHV�� ZH� FDQ� KRSHIXOO\� PLWLJDWH� WKH�
KDUPIXO�HͿHFWV�RQ�RXU�KHDOWK��RXU� IDPLOLHV�
and relationships, and our local and global 
FRPPXQLWLHV��

$�FXOWXUH�RI�SHDFH

 The real struggle is not between 
East and West, or capitalism and com-
munism, but between education and 
propaganda. 

– Austrian philosopher, 
Martin Buber

� $V� FRQÁLFW�RULJLQDWHV� IURP� WKH�KXPDQ�
PLQG��SHDFH�FDQ�EH�DFKLHYHG�RQO\� WKURXJK�
HGXFDWLRQ� RI� YDOXHV�� FRPSDVVLRQ� DQG�
respectfulness. The UN Declaration on 
a Culture of Peace states that “progress 
LQ� WKH� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� D� FXOWXUH� RI� SHDFH�
FRPHV� WKURXJK�YDOXHV�� DWWLWXGHV��PRGHV�RI�
behaviour and ways of life conducive to 
WKH�SURPRWLRQ�RI�SHDFH�DPRQJ�LQGLYLGXDOV��
groups and nations”. The teachings of the 
world’s religions and traditional cultures 
provided the foundation for peace and 
KDUPRQ\� RYHU� WKRXVDQGV� RI� \HDUV�� 7KH�
VROXWLRQ� LV� DV� VLPSOH� DV� UHVWRULQJ� VXFK�
education. 

 Universal values for peace need not be 
reinvented as we stand on the shoulders 
of giants, our ancestors. Throughout the 
KLVWRU\� RI� IRUPDO� HGXFDWLRQ� LQ� (XURSH��
values were the cornerstone of learning and 
the providers of education were religious 
FHQWUHV�� $� FRPELQDWLRQ� RI� &RQIXFLDQLVP��
7DRLVP� DQG� %XGGKLVP� IRUPHG� WKH�



��

foundation of Chinese culture until the 
HDUO\� WZHQWLHWK� FHQWXU\�� 7KH� GHYHORSPHQW�
and practice of values conducive for peace 
ZDV� SDUW� RI� HYHU\� DVSHFW� RI� VRFLHW\�� IURP�
HGXFDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ� WKH� IDPLO\��DW� VFKRRO�DQG�
university, and in the workplace, to the 
FUHDWLYH� DUWV�� UHFUHDWLRQ�� VSRUWV�� FXVWRPV�
and apparel, and religious education. With 
XQSUHFHGHQWHG� VFLHQWLÀF�DQG� WHFKQRORJLFDO�
DGYDQFHPHQW� LQ� UHFHQW� WLPHV�� WKHUH� KDV�
EHHQ� D� GHSDUWXUH� IURP� WUDGLWLRQDO� FXOWXUH�
DQG� UHOLJLRQ� WKURXJKRXW� PDQ\� SDUWV� RI�
the world. While technology has enabled 
KXPDQ� EHLQJV� WR� EH� PRUH� SRZHUIXO� WKDQ�
HYHU��VXFK�PDWHULDO�SRZHU�FDQ�EH�XVHG�WR�RXU�
EHQHÀW�RU�GHWULPHQW��$V�'U�7R\QEHH�QRWHV�
´WKH�JUHDWHU�RXU�PDWHULDO�SRZHU��WKH�JUHDWHU�
our need for the spiritual insight and virtue 
to use our power for good and not for evil. 
Material power that is not counterbalanced 
by adequate spiritual power, that is by love 
DQG�ZLVGRP��LV�D�FXUVH�DQG�QRW�D�EOHVVLQJ��.” 
7KXV�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�WKH�IRUHPRVW�SULRULW\�

� 8QLYHUVDO� YDOXHV� WUDQVFHQG� WLPH� DQG�
culture. The teachings of the world’s reli�
JLRQV� DQG� WKH� DQFLHQW� &KLQHVH� DQG� *UHHN�
SKLORVRSKHUV� KDYH�PXFK� LQ� FRPPRQ�� 7KH�
81(6&2�GHÀQHV�YDOXHV�DV�´JHQHUDOO\�ORQJ�
WHUP�VWDQGDUGV�RU�SULQFLSOHV� WKDW� DUH�XVHG�
to judge the worth of an idea or action. They 
provide the criteria by which we decide 
ZKHWKHU�VRPHWKLQJ�LV�JRRG�RU�EDG��ULJKW�RU�

wrong17µ�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� 3ODWR� IRUPXODWHG�
four cardinal virtues in The Republic %RRN�
,9�� MXVWLFH�� ZLVGRP�� FRXUDJH� DQG� PRGHUD�
WLRQ� �VHOI�GLVFLSOLQH�� WHPSHUDQFH��� ZKLFK�
UHVRQDWHV�ZLWK�WKH�ÀYH�YLUWXHV�HVSRXVHG�E\�
&RQIXFLXV� �� EHQHYROHQFH�� KRQRU�� FRXUWHV\�
ZLVGRP�DQG�WUXVW��7KHVH�YDOXHV�DUH�DOVR�DU�
ticulated in the teachings of the world’s reli�
JLRQV��ZKLFK�JHQHUDOO\�KHOS�XV�WR�RYHUFRPH�
VHOI�FHQWUHGQHVV�� ORYH� XQFRQGLWLRQDOO\� DQG�
EH�PRUH�FRPSDVVLRQDWH��)LJXUH����VKRZ�WKH�
LFH�FU\VWDOV�IRUPHG�DIWHU�ZDWHU�ZDV�H[SRVHG�
WR�ZULWWHQ�H[WUDFWV�IURP�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�WHQ�
UHOLJLRQV�� 7KHUH� ZHUH� VLPLODU� UHVXOWV� DIWHU�
water was exposed to religious teachings in 
DXGLR� IRUP�� WKH� VRXQGV� RI�PHGLWDWLRQ� DQG�
SUD\HU� �HJ� WKH� 5RVDU\� RU� %XGGKLVW� UHFLWD�
WLRQ���DQG�WKH�V\PEROV�RI�WHQ�UHOLJLRQV��6XFK�
EULJKW�DQG�EHDXWLIXOO\�JHRPHWULF�UHVXOWV�UH�
ÁHFW� WKH� FRPPRQ� YDOXHV� DQG� WHDFKLQJV� RI�
ORYH� DPRQJ� WKH� UHOLJLRQV� DQG� WUDGLWLRQDO�
FXOWXUHV�RI�KXPDQLW\��DQG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�
LQWHUFXOWXUDO�DQG�LQWHUIDLWK�KDUPRQ\�DV�WKH�
foundation for peace18.

 A culture of peace requires learning 
as well as living the values for personal 
KDSSLQHVV�� KDUPRQLRXV� UHODWLRQVKLSV� DW�
KRPH� DQG� ZRUN�� DQG� SHDFH� LQ� WKH� ZLGHU�
FRPPXQLW\�� 5HVHDUFK� VKRZV� WKDW� YDOXHV�
education, as advocated by the UNESCO 
/LYLQJ� 9DOXHV� (GXFDWLRQDO� 3URJUDPPH�19 
LV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�EHFRPLQJ�PRUH�

�� 7R\QEHH�$��Surviving the Future���������S���
�� 81(6&2�$VLD�DQG�3DFLÀF�5HJLRQDO�%XUHDX�IRU�(GXFDWLRQ��/HDUQLQJ�WR�EH��$�KROLVWLF�DQG�LQWHJUDWHG�DSSURDFK�WR�YDOXHV��
� HGXFDWLRQ�IRU�KXPDQ�GHYHORSPHQW��&RUH�YDOXHV�DQG�WKH�YDOXLQJ�SURFHVV�IRU�GHYHORSLQJ�LQQRYDWLYH�SUDFWLFHV�IRU�YDOXHV��
� HGXFDWLRQ�WRZDUG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�D�FXOWXUH�RI�SHDFH��������%DQJNRN��
�� 3XUH�/DQG�/HDUQLQJ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�,QF��One Humanity Many Faiths����������$�ERRN�RI�VHOHFWHG�H[FHUSWV�IURP�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI� 
� %DK·DL�)DLWK��%XGGKLVP��&KULVWLDQLW\��&RQIXFLDQLVP��+LQGXLVP��,VODP��-XGDLVP��6LNKLVP�DQG�7DRLVP
�� &KULVWRSKHU�'UDNH��¶/LYLQJ�RXU�9DOXHV�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ��3ULQFLSOH�DQG�3UDFWLFH·�LQ�/HDUQLQJ�7RJHWKHU�IRU�7RPRUURZ��(GXFDWLRQ��
� IRU�6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW��3DSHU�SUHVHQWHG�DW�WKH�7HQWK�81(6&2�$3(,'�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RQIHUHQFH�RQ�(GXFDWLRQ
� ��%DQJNRN���������ZZZ�XQHVFRENN�RUJ�ÀOHDGPLQ�XVHUBXSORDG�DSHLG�&RQIHUHQFH�SDSHUV�GUDNHB�(�SGI!



)LJXUH������ ,FH�FU\VWDOV�IRUPHG�DIWHU�ZDWHU�ZDV�H[SRVHG�WR�ZULWWHQ�� �
� � H[WUDFWV�IURP�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�WHQ�UHOLJLRQV�

$QJOLFDQLVP� %DKD·L�)DLWK

%XGGKLVP� &DWKROLFLVP

+LQGXLVP�� ,VODP� -XGDLVP

6LNKLVP� 7DRLVP� =RURDVWULDQLVP

��



�� 7HUHQFH�/RYDW��5RQ�7RRPH\��.HUU\�'DOO\��1HYLOOH�&OHPHQW��3URMHFW�WR�7HVW�DQG�0HDVXUH�WKH�,PSDFW�RI�9DOXHV�(GXFDWLRQ�RQ��
 6WXGHQW�(IIHFWV�DQG�6FKRRO�$PELHQFH��)LQDO�5HSRUW�IRU�WKH�$XVWUDOLDQ�*RYHUQPHQW�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��(PSOR\PHQW��
� DQG�:RUNSODFH�5HODWLRQV�����������KWWS���ZZZ�YDOXHVHGXFDWLRQ�HGX�DX�YHUYH�BUHVRXUFHV�3URMHFWBWRB7HVWBDQGB0HDVXUHB�
� WKHB,PSDFWBRIB9DOXHVB(GXFDWLRQ�SGI!
�� 7KH�5HDGHUV�'LJHVW�$VVRFLDWLRQ�,QF��¶0RVW�+RQHVW�&LWLHV��7KH�5HDGHU·V�'LJHVW�´/RVW�:DOOHWµ�7HVW·�KWWS���ZZZ�UG�FRP�VOLGH�
� VKRZV�PRVW�KRQHVW�FLWLHV�ORVW�ZDOOHW�WHVW��������
�� 9HQHUDEOH�3URIHVVRU�&KLQ�.XQJ��¶'LVFRYHU�WKH�%XGGKLVW�&RQWULEXWLRQ�WR�+XPDQLW\·��3DSHU�SUHVHQWHG�DW�WKH�81(6&2 

 Celebration of the 2550th Anniversary of the Buddha��3DULV��������DW�������
�� /DZ�RI�0DQX��WUDQVODWHG�E\�*�%XKOHU��6DFUHG�7H[WV�RI�WKH�(DVW��9ROXPH�����������������
�� Holy Bible��1HZ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�9HUVLRQ���0DWWKHZ������

��

DFDGHPLF�� SHDFHIXO� VFKRRO� HQYLURQPHQW�
DQG� LPSURYHG� ZHOO�EHLQJ� RI� VWXGHQWV�
and teachers20.  There is a need to renew 
such learning not just in schools but 
throughout society and culture. Reader’s 
Digest recently conducted a “lost wallet” 
VRFLDO� H[SHULPHQW21. Wallets were dropped 
in cities around the world to gauge which 
FLWLHV�ZHUH�́ PRVW�KRQHVW�µ�5HJDUGOHVV�RI�DJH��
WKRVH�ZKR� UHWXUQHG� WKH�ZDOOHWV� FRPPRQO\�
VDLG�WKDW�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�LQVWLOOHG�LQ�WKHP�WKH�
value of honesty and doing the right thing. 
Indeed, the birthplace of peace is within the 
IDPLO\� XQLW� �� WKH� SDUHQW�FKLOG� UHODWLRQVKLS��
ZKHUH�KXPDQV�ÀUVW�OHDUQ�DERXW�YDOXHV�DQG�
SXW�WKHP�LQWR�SUDFWLFH��

� 3DUHQWV� SURYLGH� WKH� ÀUVW� H[SHULHQFH�
of unconditional love in life. Venerable  
0DVWHU�&KLQ�.XQJ�UHPLQGV�XV�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�
DOO�ORYHG�XQFRQGLWLRQDOO\��IURP�WKH�YHU\�EH�
JLQQLQJ�RI� OLIH�� ,Q� OLQH�ZLWK�GHYHORSPHQWDO�
PLOHVWRQHV�� LQIDQWV� OHVV� WKDQ� WKUHH�PRQWKV�
ROG�KDYH�\HW�WR�GLVFULPLQDWH�DQG�GLVWLQJXLVK�
their parents and they are just as happy  
regardless of who holds or interacts with 
WKHP22. Parents unconditionally provide 
for the needs of their children through�
RXW� GHYHORSPHQWDO� \HDUV�� 3DUWLFXODUO\� LQ� 
QXFOHDU�IDPLOLHV��FKLOGUHQ�OHDUQ�DERXW�YDOXHV� 
through the words and actions of their 
SDUHQWV� DV� WKHLU� ÀUVW� WHDFKHUV�� %\� ORYLQJ�
SDUHQWV� DQG� UHPHPEHULQJ� WKHLU� NLQGQHVV��
FKLOGUHQ�DUH�QDWXUDOO\� LQFOLQHG� WR�PDLQWDLQ�

JRRG� KHDOWK�� PRUDO� FKDUDFWHU� DQG� SRVLWLYH�
interpersonal relationships. The teachings 
RI� +LQGXLVP� VWDWHV�� ´7KDW� WURXEOH� �DQG�
pain) which parents undergo on the birth 
RI� �WKHLU�� FKLOGUHQ� FDQQRW� EH� FRPSHQVDWHG� 
even in a hundred years��.” The Holy Bible 
VWDWHV��´+RQRXU�\RXU�IDWKHU�DQG�PRWKHU24.” 
As the foundation of China’s traditional 
culture throughout thousands of years, 
such unconditional love between parent 
and child experienced and developed in the 
ÀUVW�DQG�OLIHORQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS�WUDQVODWHV�LQWR�
love and respectfulness for others through 
relationships with siblings and other elders 
LQ� WKH� IDPLO\��ZLWK� WHDFKHUV� DQG� IULHQGV� DW�
school, colleagues and superiors in the 
ZRUNSODFH�� DQG� XOWLPDWHO\� GHYHORSLQJ� D�
ORYH� IRU�DOO�RI�KXPDQLW\��:KDW�ZH� OHDUQ�DW�
KRPH� WKXV� HTXLSV� XV� WR� FRQWULEXWH� WR� D� 
culture of peace.

 Ancient Chinese literature provides 
D� FRPSUHKHQVLYH� HYLGHQFH� EDVH� VSDQQLQJ�
thousands of years on the education and 
practice of universal values throughout 
society and culture. As the literature 
is recorded in Classical Chinese, a 
WLPHOHVV� ZULWWHQ� ODQJXDJH�� LW� UHPDLQV� DV�
DFFHVVLEOH� DV� HYHU�� 7KH� OLWHUDWXUH� RͿHUV� WKH�
ZLVGRP�� FRQFHSWV�� PHWKRGV�� RXWFRPHV�
and experiences distilled throughout 
JHQHUDWLRQV�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� WKH� Governing 
Principles of Ancient China (Qunshu  
Zhiyao)� ZDV� H[WUDFWHG� IURP� ������� ERRNV�



)LJXUH������,FH�FU\VWDOV�IRUPHG�ZDWHU�DIWHU�ZDV�H[SRVHG�WR�WKH�XQLYHUVDO
YDOXHV�RI�&KLQD·V�WUDGLWLRQDO�FXOWXUH�
%HQHYROHQFH�ʆ� Courtesy�ᓤ� Filial Piety�ѣ�

Love�ෲ� Honor�ຮ� Sibling Loveࢦ��

%HQHYROHQFH�ʆ� Courtesy�ᓤ� Filial Piety�ѣ�

+DUPRQ\�՗� Integrity�෧� Loyalty�֦�

Peace�̡�� 6KDPH�࢛� Trustڌ��
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�� (OGHUV�UHIHU�WR�WKRVH�PRUH�NQRZOHGJHDEOH��H[SHULHQFHG�RU�VHQLRU�E\�DJH�RU�SRVLWLRQ�
�� )URP�Analects of Confucius��%RRN����&KDSWHU���
�� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�0XOWLFXOWXUDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ��¶7DQJFKL��PRGHO�WRZQ�RI�WUDGLWLRQDO�&KLQHVH�HGXFDWLRQ·��(GXFDWLRQ��essential in 
� EXLOGLQJ�D�VWDWH�DQG�JXLGLQJ�LWV�SHRSOH���-DNDUWD��������DW���������

)LJXUH������$Q�LFH�FU\VWDO�IRUPHG�IURP�ZDWHU�WDKW�ZDV�H[SRVHG�
WR�WKH�VRXQG�RI�D�VWXGHQW�UHDGLQJ�WKH�Guidelines for Being a 
Good Person.
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and 89,000 scrolls of ancient writing  
VSDQQLQJ� D � SHU LRG� RI � � ���� � \HDUV �� 
According to the literature, honouring parents 
and being respectful towards elders25 were 
WKH� IRUHPRVW� YDOXHV� RI� &KLQD·V� WUDGLWLRQDO�
culture, and guided the conduct of all 
LQWHUSHUVRQDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV��)LJXUH����VKRZV�
the results of water exposed to the universal 
values of China’s traditional culture, which 
were integrated throughout all aspects of 
VRFLHW\�� IURP� JRYHUQDQFH� DQG� OHDGHUVKLS��
to the creative arts, literature, sport and 
PHGLFLQH�� 7KH� 7DQJFKL� VWXG\� SUHVHQWHG�
WR� 81(6&2� LQ� ����� VKRZHG� WKDW� ZLWKLQ�
WKUHH�PRQWKV� RI� OHDUQLQJ� WKH� IRXQGDWLRQDO� 
Confucian text Guidelines for Being a Good 
Person (Di Zi Gui),�� there was evident  
VRFLDO� LPSURYHPHQW� LQ� 7DQJFKL�� D� WRZQ� RI�
48,000 people of Anhui Province in China. 

$IWHU� WZHOYH�PRQWKV�� WKH�GLYRUFH� UDWH� KDG�
UHGXFHG�E\�������DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�FULPH�27 

)LJXUH����VKRZV�DQ�LFH�FU\VWDO�IRUPHG�IURP�
water exposed to the sound of a student 
reading the Guidelines for Being a Good  
Person. The Guidelines for Being a Good 
Person� LV� QRZ� SDUW� RI� WKH�1DWLRQDO� &XUUL�
FXOXP�IRU�DOO�VFKRROV�LQ�,QGRQHVLD��

� 6X]KRX� *RRG�$UN� (OHFWURQLFV�
has put the universal values of China’s 
traditional culture at the heart of its business 
PDQDJHPHQW�� *RRG�$UN� (OHFWURQLFV� LV�
SXEOLF�OLVWHG� FRPSDQ\� LQ� &KLQD�� D� OHDGLQJ�
PDQXIDFWXUHU� RI� WKH� VHPL�FRQGXFWRUV��
accounting for 10% of worldwide output. 
)RU� H[DPSOH�� WKH� Governing Principles 
of Ancient China states, ´*RRG� OHDGHUV�
will love the people as if they were 
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WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�� DQG� FDUH� IRU� WKHP�DV� LI� WKH\�ZHUH� WKHLU� RZQ�NLQGUHG�µ� ,WV� ������ 
HPSOR\HHV�DUH�UHVSHFWHG�DQG� WUXVWHG�DV� IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��SXQFK�FDUG�PDFKLQHV�
ZHUH� GLVFDUGHG�� HPSOR\HHV·� SDUHQWV� RYHU� ��� \HDUV� RI� DJH� UHFHLYH� D� PRQWKO\�
DOORZDQFH��DQG�HPSOR\HHV·�FKLOGUHQ�EHORZ����\HDUV�RI�DJH�UHFHLYH�D�FDUH�VXEVLG\��
:RUNLQJ�GD\V�KDYH�EHHQ�UHGXFHG�IURP�VL[�WR�ÀYH�SHU�ZHHN�DOORZLQJ�DQ�H[WUD�GD\�
IRU�OHDUQLQJ�WKH�YDOXHV�IURP�&ODVVLFDO�&KLQHVH�WH[WV��.H\�SHUIRUPDQFH�LQGLFDWRUV�
VKRZHG�WKDW�WKH�VWDͿ�WXUQRYHU�UDWH�GHFOLQHG�GUDPDWLFDOO\�IURP����SHUFHQW�LQ������
WR�OHVV�WKDQ���SHUFHQW�LQ�������WKH�FRPSDQ\·V�PDUNHW�YDOXH�LQ������VRDUHG�E\����
SHUFHQW�RYHU� WKDW�RI�������DQG�DQQXDO�SURÀW�KDG� LQFUHDVHG�E\������IURP�������
7KHVH� YDOXHV� DUH� FOHDUO\� QRW� VSHFLÀF� WR� RQH� FXOWXUH� EXW� H[HPSOLI\� D� XQLYHUVDO� 
DQG�WLPHOHVV�FXOWXUDO�KHULWDJH�IRU�DOO�

&RQFOXVLRQ

 “It is in the minds of men and women 

that the defences of peace and the conditions

 for sustainable development must be built.” - UNESCO
 
� 2XU�WKRXJKWV�PDNH�WKH�ZRUOG�IRU�EHWWHU�RU�ZRUVH��6WXGLHV�RQ�ZDWHU�SURYLGH�
VFLHQWLÀF�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�RXU�HYHU\�WKRXJKW�LV�NQRZQ�WR�DOO�PDWWHU�DQG�DͿHFWV�WKH�
world. As such, the universe is interconnected and our thoughts that facilitate 
OLYLQJ�LQ�KDUPRQ\��FDQ�LPSURYH�RXU�KHDOWK�DQG�DOOHYLDWH�ZRUOG�FULVHV�DQG�GLVDVWHUV��
,Q�OLJKW�RI�WKH�SRZHU�RI�RXU�WKRXJKWV��WKHUH�LV�D�QHHG�WR�SUHYHQW�GLVWUDFWLRQ�IURP�
WKRXJKWV� FRQGXFLYH� WR� SHDFH� DQG� KDUPRQ\�� (YLGHQFH� VKRZV� WKDW� H[SRVXUH� WR�
YLROHQFH��FRQÁLFW�DQG�VH[XDO�FRQWHQW� WKURXJK�PHGLD� LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�GHWULPHQWDO��
0DLQVWUHDP� OHDUQLQJ� DQG� OLYLQJ� XQLYHUVDO� KXPDQ� YDOXHV� LV� LPSHUDWLYH� IRU� D�
culture of peace. The teachings of the world’s religions and traditional cultures are 
FHQWUHG�RQ�ORYH��ZKLFK�PHDQV�WKDW�LQWHUFXOWXUDO�DQG�LQWHUIDLWK�KDUPRQ\�SURYLGHV�
FROOHFWLYH� VWUHQJWK� LQ� EXLOGLQJ� WKH� ¶GHIHQFHV� RI� SHDFH·�� :LWK� D� FRPSUHKHQVLYH�
record of the education and practice of universal values, the heritage of China’s 
WUDGLWLRQDO�FXOWXUH�RͿHUV�WLPHOHVV�LQVSLUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�JOREDO�YLOODJH��



*RG��6DLQW��/RYH
(PEUDFLQJ�EHQHYROHQFH�LV�WKH�ÀUVW�YLUWXH�RI�RXU�WUXH�QDWXUH�

)URP�WKH�QDWXUDO�ORYH�WKDW�H[LVWV�EHWZHHQ�SDUHQWV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ��
WKH�ÀYH�PRUDO�GLVFLSOLQHV�LQ�KXPDQ�UHODWLRQV�GHYHORSHG�

This Love is the source of Chinese culture.
A natural love between parents and children

Distinct responsibilities for husbands and wives.
Mutual obligations between leaders and their followers.

A natural order between the old and the young.
Trust between friends.

7KH�)LYH�&RQVWDQW�9LUWXHV�DUH�́ %HQHYROHQFH��KRQRU��FRXUWHV\��
ZLVGRP��DQG�WUXVWZRUWKLQHVV�µ��

7KH�)RXU�&DUGLQDO�3ULQFLSOHV�DUH�́ 3URSULHW\��KRQRU��LQWHJULW\��DQG�KXPLOLW\�µ
The Eight Virtues are “Filial Piety, sibling respect, loyalty,
WUXVWZRUWKLQHVV��EHQHYROHQFH��ORYH��KDUPRQ\��DQG�SHDFH�µ

7KH�7HQ�9LUWXHV��6L[�3DUDPLWDV��DQG�
6L[�+DUPRQLHV�DUH�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�WKH�%XGGKD� ��



7KH�*RYHUQLQJ�3ULQFLSOHV�RI�
$QFLHQW�&KLQD�³

,QVSLUDWLRQ�IRU�:RUOG�3HDFH 

Q Tsai LiXu

��

5HVSHFWHG� 9HQHUDEOH� 0DVWHU� &KLQ�
.XQJ�� UHVSHFWHG� UHOLJLRXV� OHDGHUV��
YHQHUDEOHV�� HOGHUV�� IHOORZ� EURWKHUV�
DQG�VLVWHUV��D�JRRG�GD\�WR�HYHU\RQH��
$PLWXRIR��

 A big thank you to UNESCO for giving 
PH� WKH� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� UHWXUQ� WR� 3DULV� WR�
EH�KHUH�ZLWK�DOO�RI�\RX� WRGD\�� ,�DP�LQGHHG�
KRQRUHG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKLV�HͿRUW�WR�VHHN�
WKH�ZLVGRP�IURP�DOO�UHOLJLRQV�DQG�QDWLRQV��

WR� ÀQG� HͿHFWLYH�ZD\V� RI� UHVROYLQJ� FRQÁLFW�
DQG� SURPRWLQJ� SHDFH� DQG� KDUPRQ\� LQ� WKH� 
world.  At this  rare and wonderful 
UNESCO Wesak Day Celebration, I 
ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� VKDUH� VRPH� RI� WKH� &KLQHVH�
ZLVGRP� WKDW� ,� KDYH� OHDUQHG� IURP� P\�
teacher, Master Chin Kung, as well as 
IURP� WKH� Qunshu Zhiyao� �7KH� *RYHUQLQJ�
3ULQFLSOHV� RI�$QFLHQW� &KLQD��� .LQGO\� RͿHU�
\RXU� FRPPHQWV�� DV� WKH\� ZLOO� EH� JUHDWO\� 
appreciated and taken to heart. Thank you.



7KH�*RYHUQLQJ�3ULQFLSOHV�RI�
$QFLHQW�&KLQD�³

,QVSLUDWLRQ�IRU�:RUOG�3HDFH 

Q Tsai LiXu

7KH�)RUELGGHQ�&LW\�LQ�%HLMLQJ�VHUYHG�DV�WKH�LPSHULDO�UHVLGHQFH�IRU�����\HDUV��,W�KDV�WKUHH�PDMRU�KDOOV��WKH�+DOO�RI�
6XSUHPH�+DUPRQ\� �L�H��7KH�*UHDW�+DUPRQ\��� WKH�+DOO�RI�&HQWUDO�+DUPRQ\� �L�H��$WWDLQLQJ� WKH�+DUPRQ\� WKURXJK�
0RGHUDWH�$WWLWXGH���DQG�WKH�+DOO�RI�3UHVHUYLQJ�+DUPRQ\��L�H��0DNH�+DUPRQ\�D�6XVWDLQDEOH�6WDWXV���6R�WKH�QDPHV�
RI�WKH�KDOO�DUH�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�OLIH�

��

      
$WWDLQLQJ�3HDFH�DQG�6WDELOLW\�LV�
WKH�0RVW�$QWLFLSDWHG�DQG�
3URIRXQG�:LVK�RI�0DQNLQG
� $�&KLQHVH�SURYHUE�VDLG��́ $�KDUPRQLRXV�
IDPLO\�ZLOO�SURVSHU�LQ�DOO�WKLQJV�µ�6LQFH�DQFLHQW�
WLPHV�� WKH� DQFLHQW� &KLQHVH� UXOHUV� WDXJKW�
DQG� WUDQVIRUPHG� WKH� OD\� SHRSOH� WKURXJK�
the word he ֜��RU�´KDUPRQ\µ��3KUDVHV�OLNH�
´SROLWLFDO�VWDELOLW\�OHDGV�WR�KDUPRQ\�DPRQJ�
WKH�SHRSOHµ��́ SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�EULQJ�IRUWK�
KDSSLQHVV� DQG� D΁XHQFHµ�� DQG� ´KDUPRQ\�
generates wealth” are all used to describe a 
KDUPRQLRXV�VRFLHW\�DQG�D�SHDFHIXO�FRXQWU\��
7KH� )RUELGGHQ�&LW\� LQ� %HLMLQJ��&KLQD��ZDV�
WKH� LPSHULDO� SDODFH� IRU� HPSHURUV� IURP� WKH�
Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties. This lasted 
for close to 500 years. In the Forbidden City, 
WKH�+DOO� RI� 6XSUHPH�+DUPRQ\�� WKH�+DOO� RI�
&HQWUDO�+DUPRQ\��DQG�WKH�+DOO�RI�3UHVHUYLQJ�
+DUPRQ\� ZHUH� WKH� PRVW� VLJQLÀFDQW� 
DUFKLWHFWXUDO�EXLOGLQJV��7KH\�UHPLQG�XV�WKDW�
ZH� PXVW� DOZD\V� PDLQWDLQ� D� KDUPRQLRXV�

DWWLWXGH�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��IROORZ�WKH�PLGGOH�SDWK��
and persevere in upholding our virtues.
   
� 6L[�KXQGUHG�\HDUV�DJR��$GPLUDO�&KHQJ�
+R��=KHQJ�+H��IURP�WKH�0LQJ�'\QDVW\��OHG�
the biggest envoy in the world on voyages  
WR� WKH�:HVWHUQ� 6HDV��+LV� ÁHHW� FRQVLVWHG� RI�
RYHU� ���� VKLSV� DQG� FORVH� WR� ������� SHRSOH��
$GPLUDO� &KHQJ� +R� DQG� KLV� PHQ� VDLOHG� 
around the world, but during the 
expeditions, they did not invade or conquer 
any country. Instead, they shared Chinese 
culture, Chinese agricultural skills and 
RWKHU� OLYLQJ� VNLOOV� ZLWK� WKH� SHRSOH� ZKRP�
WKH\� PHW�� $OO� KLV� YR\DJHV� ZHUH� FDUULHG�
out peacefully. Six hundred years later, 
these countries and their people still 
UHPHPEHU� $GPLUDO� &KHQJ� +R�� 'XULQJ�
DOO� KLV� VHYHQ� H[SHGLWLRQV�� $GPLUDO� &KHQJ�
+R� DQG� KLV� ÁHHW� VWRSSHG� E\� 0HODND� LQ� 
0DOD\VLD��7R�FRPPHPRUDWH�KLP��WKH�SHRSOH�
RI� 0HODND� KDYH� EXLOW� &KHQJ� +R� WHPSOHV�
RQ�PDQ\� VWUHHWV�� 7KLV� LV� HYLGHQFH� WKDW� WKH� 
&KLQHVH�SHRSOH�DUH�D�SHDFH�ORYLQJ�QDWLRQ�����



Shang Shu��%RRN�RI�+LVWRU\��LV�RQH�RI�WKH�ROGHVW�FODVVLFV�LQ�&KLQD��,W�UHDGV��´7KRVH�ZKR�GR�JRRG�GHHGV�ZLOO�EH�
EOHVVHG�LQ�YDULRXV�ZD\V��ZKLOH�WKRVH�ZKR�GR�EDG�GHHGV�ZLOO�EH�SODJXHG�ZLWK�ORWV�RI�PLVIRUWXQHV�µ�7KH�OLQH�SURYHV�
WKDW�SHRSOH·V�PLQGV�DUH�GHFLVLYH�WR�VROYH�DOO�NLQGV�RI�SUREOHPV�

��

8QNLQGQHVV�LV�WKH�VRXUFH�RI�
social disorder

7KRVH� ZKR� GR� JRRG� GHHGV� ZLOO�
EH�EOHVVHG�ZLWK�OXFN�DQG�IRUWXQH��
ZKLOH� WKRVH� ZKR� GR� EDG� GHHGV�
ZLOO�EH�SODJXHG�ZLWK�PLVIRUWXQH��
(Qunshu Zhiyao, Shang Shu) 

 Currently, disasters are frequent and 
there are endless disputes throughout the 
ZRUOG��0DQNLQG� KRSHV� WR� UHVROYH� FRQÁLFWV�
DQG� GLVDVWHUV� WR� DWWDLQ� KDUPRQ\� DQG�
stability, but can this be achieved through 
SHDFHIXO� PHDQV"� ,Q� Lun Yu, the Analects 
RI� &RQIXFLXV�� LW� LV� VDLG�� ´$� junzi� �PDQ� RI�
QREOH� FKDUDFWHU�� FRQFHUQV�KLPVHOI�ZLWK� WKH�

IXQGDPHQWDOV�� 2QFH� WKH� IXQGDPHQWDOV� DUH�
HVWDEOLVKHG�� DOO� YLUWXHV� ZLOO� HPHUJH�µ� 7KH�
VXUH�ZD\�WR�UHVROYH�LVVXHV�PXVW�JR�EDFN�WR�
WKHLU�URRW�FDXVHV��$�PHWDSKRU�RIWHQ�XVHG�E\� 
Master Chin Kung to illustrate this point is 
The Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) 
PHWKRGV�WKDW�VHHN�WR�ÀQG�WKH�URRW�FDXVH�RI�
an illness before one can cure it. 
       
� /HW�XV�QRZ�UHÁHFW�XSRQ�YDULRXV�IDPLO\�
DQG�VRFLDO�SUREOHPV��)URP�WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�
RI� KXPDQ� KHDOWK�� ZH� QRZ� VHH� HVFDODWLQJ�
FDQFHU� FDVHV� DQG� PRGHUQ�GD\� GLVHDVHV��
)URP� WKH� SV\FKRORJLFDO� DVSHFW�� FDVHV� RI�
PHQWDO� LOOQHVVHV�DQG�VXLFLGH� UDWHV�DUH�YHU\�
KLJK�� :LWK� UHJDUG� WR� IDPLO\� UHODWLRQVKLS��



��

ZH�VHH�IUHTXHQW�FRQÁLFWV�EHWZHHQ�VSRXVHV��
parents and children and between siblings. 
)XUWKHU�� VRPH� SHRSOH� DUH� XQÀOLDO� WRZDUG�
WKHLU� SDUHQWV� DQG� VRPH� GR� QRW� HGXFDWH�
WKHLU� QH[W� JHQHUDWLRQ�� ,Q� WKH� VRFLHW\�� FULPH�
UDWHV�DUH�ULVLQJ��DQG�MXYHQLOH�FULPH�UDWHV�DUH� 
YHU\� KLJK��$ERUWLRQV� DUH� UDPSDQW�ZLWK� ���
PLOOLRQ� SHRSOH� DERUWLQJ� WKHLU� EDELHV� HYHU\�
\HDU�� 7KHVH� DUH� VHULRXV� VRFLDO� SUREOHPV��
We also see and experience various types 
RI� QDWXUDO� GLVDVWHUV�� :KLOH� DOO� WKHVH� PD\�
DSSHDU�WR�EH�FRPSOH[�SKHQRPHQD��DOO�WKLQJV�
EHFRPH�FOHDUHU�LI�ZH�WDNH�D�JRRG�ORRN�DW�WKH�
KXPDQ�PLQG�����
    
 According to an ancient Chinese classic, 
Shang Shu� �%RRN� RI� +LVWRU\��� ´7KRVH� ZKR�
do good deeds will be blessed with luck 
and fortune, while those who do bad deeds 
ZLOO� EH� SODJXHG� ZLWK� PLVIRUWXQH�µ� 7KLV�
quote astutely points out that the origin 
RI� DOO� SUREOHPV� OLH� LQ� WKH� KXPDQ� PLQG��
$OO� SUREOHPV� DULVH� EHFDXVH� KXPDQ� EHLQJV�
VHOÀVKO\�SXUVXH�SHUVRQDO�EHQHÀWV�DQG�ÀQG�
DOO� PHDQV� WR� VDWLVI\� WKHLU� RZQ� GHVLUHV��$V�
ORQJ�DV�WKHUH�LV�D�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�PLQGVHW�
IURP� WKH� SXUVXLW� RI� SHUVRQDO� JDLQV� DQG 
HQMR\PHQW� WR� PRUDOLW\� DQG� IUXJDOLW\�� DOO�
WKHVH�SUREOHPDWLF�LVVXHV�FRXOG�EH�UHVROYHG���

:KHQ�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�SUHYDLOV�RYHU�
SHUVRQDO�EHQHÀWV�� LW� LV� D�SHDFHIXO�
DQG� SURVSHURXV� HUD�� 2Q� WKH�
FRQWUDU\�� ZKHQ� SHUVRQDO� EHQHÀWV�
SUHYDLO�RYHU�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�� LW� LV�D�
WXPXOWXRXV� HUD�� �Qunshu Zhiyao, 
Xun Zi)

 
 In Xun Zi�IURP�Qunshu Zhiyao��LW�LV�VDLG��
“When righteousness prevails over personal 
EHQHÀWV�� LW� LV� D� SHDFHIXO� DQG� SURVSHURXV�

era. On the contrary, when personal 
EHQHÀWV� SUHYDLO� RYHU� ULJKWHRXVQHVV�� LW� LV� D�
WXPXOWXRXV�HUD�µ�,Q�IDFW��ZRUGV�RI�ZLVGRP�
by the sages, such as a quote like this, can 
KHOS� XV� VROYH� DOO� RXU� SUREOHPV�� EH� WKH\�
PLQRU�IDPLO\�LVVXHV��VRFLDO�SUREOHPV�RU�WKH�
larger issues between countries, as long 
as we place righteousness above personal 
EHQHÀWV��$GPLUDO�&KHQJ�+R�WUXO\�SUDFWLFHG�
this, and for all the countries to which he 
travelled, he was concerned about the 
people’s happiness, so it was possible 
IRU� KLP� DQG� WKH� &KLQHVH� ÁHHW� WR� DFKLHYH�
PXWXDO� ORYH� DQG�KDUPRQ\� DQG� D� SHDFHIXO�
coexistence with the locals. 

'XNH� $L� DVNHG� &RQIXFLXV�� ´,�
KDYH� KHDUG� WKDW� EXLOGLQJ� DQ�
H[WHQVLRQ� RQ� WKH� HDVW� VLGH� RI� D�
KRXVH� LV� LQDXVSLFLRXV�� ,V� WKLV�
WUXH"µ� &RQIXFLXV� VDLG�� ´7KHUH�
DUH�ÀYH� LQDXVSLFLRXV�PDWWHUV�EXW�
EXLOGLQJ� DQ� H[WHQVLRQ� RQ� WKH�
HDVW�VLGH�RI�D�KRXVH�LV�QRW�RQH�RI�
WKHP��'DPDJLQJ�RWKHUV�WR�EHQHÀW�
RQHVHOI�LV�LQDXVSLFLRXV�IRU�RQHVHOI��
$EDQGRQLQJ� WKH� ROG� LQ� IDYRU� RI�
WKH�\RXQJ�LV�LQDXVSLFLRXV�IRU�WKH�
IDPLO\�� 'LVPLVVLQJ� WKH� DEOH� DQG�
YLUWXRXV�LQ�IDYRU�RI�WKH�XQZRUWK\�
LV� LQDXVSLFLRXV� IRU� WKH� FRXQWU\��
:KHQ� HOGHUV� UHIXVH� WR� WHDFK� DQG�
WKH� \RXQJ� UHIXVH� WR� OHDUQ�� WKLV�
LV� LQDXVSLFLRXV� IRU� WKH� VRFLHW\��
:KHQ�WKH�VDJHV�DUH�LQ�KLGLQJ�DQG�
WKH� LJQRUDQW� KROG� SRZHU�� WKLV� LV�
LQDXVSLFLRXV�IRU�WKH�ZRUOG��$OO�LQ�
DOO��WKHVH�DUH�WKH�ÀYH�LQDXVSLFLRXV�
PDWWHUV�EXW�EXLOGLQJ�DQ�H[WHQVLRQ�
RQ�WKH�HDVW�VLGH�RI�WKH�KRXVH�LV�QRW�
RQH�RI�WKHP�µ�

 (Qunshu Zhiyao, Kong Zi Jia Yu) 



San Zi Jing� LV� D� WUDGLWLRQDO� WH[WERRN� IRU� UXGLPHQWDU\�
HGXFDWLRQ��,W�FRQWDLQV�YDULRXV�WRSLFV�LQFOXGLQJ�OLWHUDWXUH��
KLVWRU\�� SKLORVRSK\�� VFLHQFH�� HWKLFV� DQG� PRUDOLW\��
HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�PRUDO�WHDFKLQJ�RI�ÀOLDO�GXWLHV��
OR\DOW\��SURSULHW\�DQG�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��7KLV� LV�RQH�RI� WKH�
PRVW�SRSXODU��FRPSUHKHQGLEOH�FODVVLFV�LQ�&KLQD�

��

� 7KH� GLVDVWHUV� RI� PDQNLQG� RULJLQDWH�
IURP� WKH� UHIXVDO� WR� HPEUDFH� WKH� WHDFKLQJV�
of the elders and the sages. In the classic 
Kong Zi Jia Yu�IURP�������\HDUV�DJR��LW�ZDV�
UHFRUGHG� WKDW� WKH� NLQJ� DVNHG� &RQIXFLXV�� 
“I have heard that building an extension 
on the east side of a house is inauspicious.  
, V � WK L V � W UXH"µ � &RQIXF LXV � WRRN � WKH�
RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� WHOO� KLP� WKH� RQH� PRVW�
LPSRUWDQW� JRYHUQLQJ� SULQFLSOH�� &RQIXFLXV�
VDLG�� ´7KHUH� DUH� ÀYH� LQDXVSLFLRXV�PDWWHUV�
but building an extension on the east side of 
D�KRXVH�LV�QRW�RQH�RI�WKHP�µ��

� /HW·V� ORRN� DW� WKH� ÀUVW� LQDXVSLFLRXV�
PDWWHU��´'DPDJLQJ�RWKHUV�WR�EHQHÀW�RQHVHOI�
is inauspicious for oneself.” A person 
ZKR� EHQHÀWV� KLPVHOI� E\� FRPSHWLQJ� ZLWK�
others and achieves his interests through 
PDOLFLRXV�PHDQV�ZLOO� QRW� EH� EOHVVHG�ZLWK�
good fortune. Only by being considerate, 

kind, and forgiving would we be bestowed 
ZLWK� EOHVVLQJV�� 7KH� ZURQJ� PHQWDOLW\�
will never bring auspiciousness. The 
VHFRQG� LQDXVSLFLRXV� PDWWHU� LV� DV� IROORZV��
“Abandoning the old in favor of the young 
LV�LQDXVSLFLRXV�IRU�WKH�IDPLO\�µ�)LOLDO�SLHW\�LV�
WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�D�IDPLO\��0HUHO\�FDULQJ�IRU�
one’s children but abandoning one’s parents 
VKRZV�WKH�ODFN�RI�ÀOLDO�SLHW\��DQG�WKLV�IDPLO\�
will not enjoy good fortune as a result.   

 Let’s look at the third inauspicious 
PDWWHU�� ´'LVPLVVLQJ� WKH� DEOH� DQG� YLUWXRXV�
in favor of the unworthy is inauspicious 
IRU� WKH� FRXQWU\�µ�:KHQ�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RU�
D� FRXQWU\� HPSOR\V� JOLE� WDONHUV� LQVWHDG� RI�
righteous people, this will be inauspicious 
IRU� WKH� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� RU� WKH� FRXQWU\�� 7KH�
IRXUWK� PDWWHU� LV�� ´:KHQ� HOGHUV� UHIXVH� WR�
teach and the young refuse to learn, this is 
inauspicious for the society.” If the elders 



��

GR� QRW� WHDFK� HWKLFV� DQG� PRUDOLW\�� DQG� WKH�
youngsters do not learn good values, 
VRFLDO� FXVWRPV�ZLOO� GHFOLQH� UDSLGO\�� 7KLV� LV�
inauspicious for the social practices. 

� $QG� ÀQDOO\�� WKH� ÀIWK� PDWWHU�� ´:KHQ�
the sages are in hiding and the ignorant 
hold power, this is inauspicious for the 
world.” When the sages are not given 
LPSRUWDQW� SRVLWLRQV�� DQG� QRERG\�ZDQWV� WR�
learn the sages’ teachings, this shows that 
SURÀWHHULQJ�KDYH�WDNHQ�WKH�XSSHU�KDQG�DQG�
KXPDQ� PLQGV� DUH� VKURXGHG� E\� SHUVRQDO�
JDLQV�DQG�GHVLUHV��7KH�VRXUFH�RI�DOO�FRQÁLFWV�
DQG� LQDXVSLFLRXVQHVV�� VSUHDGLQJ� IURP� DQ�
individual to the entire world, has long been 
detailed in Kong Zi Jia Yu. Happiness can be 
attained if we truly abide by the teachings of 
the elders and the sages. 

$�+DUPRQLRXV�:RUOG�%HJLQV�IURP�
D�+DUPRQLRXV�0LQG

���� $OO�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�DUH�ERUQ�
� LQQDWHO\�JRRG�

 A Chinese classic for educating children, 
San Zi Jing (Three Character Classic), begins 
ZLWK�WKH�SKUDVH�´$OO�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�DUH�ERUQ�
innately good.” This is followed by the phrase 
“however, bad habits cause people to lose 
touch with their natural goodness”, which is 
also a teaching in Lun Yu IURP�Qunshu Zhiyao. 
6XFK� LQQDWH� JRRGQHVV� LV� FRQWDPLQDWHG� E\�
bad habits and practices that were learned 
later in life. Hence, we see a constant struggle 
between the “good” and the “evil”. When 
FRQIURQWHG�ZLWK�PDWWHU�RI�VHOI�LQWHUHVW��ZKDW�
LV�RQH·V�ÀUVW�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ³VKRXOG�,�EHQHÀW�
P\VHOI�RU�EHQHÀW�RWKHUV"�,I�HYHU\RQH�SXUVXHV�
SHUVRQDO�JDLQV��FRQÁLFWV�DUH�ERXQG�WR�DULVH��
In contrast, if everybody is considerate there 
ZLOO� EH� QR� FRQÁLFWV�� 7KLV� LV� WKH� XQGHUO\LQJ�

EDVLV�RI�KDUPRQ\�� WKHUHIRUH��D�KDUPRQLRXV�
ZRUOG�PXVW�EHJLQ�IURP�D�KDUPRQLRXV�PLQG��
,Q� WKLV� UHVSHFW�� HGXFDWLRQ� LV� H[WUHPHO\�
LPSRUWDQW�� ´,I� SHRSOH� DUH� QRW� WDXJKW� WKH�
right values, their good nature will regress.” 
If education were not properly conducted, 
WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�ZRXOG�HDVLO\�FRUUXSW�RQH·V�
innate goodness.
    
��� (GXFDWLRQ�LV�HVVHQWLDO�LQ�EXLOGLQJ�
� D�FRXQWU\�DQG�LQ�JXLGLQJ�LWV�SHRSOH

 “Culture is the soul of a nation, and 
HGXFDWLRQ� RͿHUV� WKH� KRSH� RI� UHYLYLQJ�
FXOWXUH�µ³0DVWHU�&KLQ�.XQJ��7KH�&KLQHVH�
people’s survival through thousands of 
years relied on education. Xue Ji��IURP�Li Ji) 
VDLG�� ´(GXFDWLRQ� LV� HVVHQWLDO� LQ� EXLOGLQJ� D�
country and in guiding its people.” Indeed, 
a country’s leader should put education as 
D� WRS� SULRULW\� IRU� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW�� :KHQ� 
education is well established, the 
JRYHUQPHQW�ZLOO� EH� VWDEOH�� DQG� WKH�ZKROH�
nation can enjoy lasting peace. If we neglect  
education, the opposite will happen, as 
JRYHUQPHQW� ZLOO� IDOWHU� DQG� VRFLHW\� HDVLO\�
plunged into chaos. 
 

+XPDQ�EHLQJV�PXVW�DELGH�E\�WKH�
'DR��:D\�RI�+HDYHQ���,I�WKH\�DUH�
ZHOO�IHG�� ZHOO�FORWKHG� DQG� OLYH�
FRPIRUWDEOH� OLYHV� ZLWKRXW� EHLQJ�
HGXFDWHG�� WKHQ� WKH\� DUH� OLWWOH�
GL;HUHQW� IURP� DQLPDOV�� :RUULHG�
RYHU�WKLV��WKH�VDJH�NLQJ�DSSRLQWHG�
;LH� WR� EHFRPH� WKH� (GXFDWLRQ�
0LQLVWHU�VR�WKDW�;LH�FRXOG�WHDFK�WKH�
)LYH� 0RUDO� 5HODWLRQVKLSV� WR� WKH�
SHRSOH��7KHVH�)LYH�5HODWLRQVKLSV�
LQFOXGH�WKH�ORYH�EHWZHHQ�SDUHQWV�
DQG� FKLOGUHQ�� WKH� EHQHYROHQFH�
RI� VXSHULRUV� DQG� WKH� OR\DOW\� RI�



7KH� VXFFHVV� RI� (PSHURU� 7DL]RQJ·V� 5HLJQ� RI� =KHQJXDQ�
��������� $'�� SURYHV� WKDW� WKH� VDJHV·� HGXFDWLRQ� WKDW� LV�
UHFRUGHG� LQ� Qunshu Zhiyao� LV� H[WUHPHO\� LPSRUWDQW� QRW�
RQO\�WR�D�SHUVRQ·V�LQGLYLGXDO�IRUWXQH�EXW�DOVR�WR�WKH�HIÀFDF\�
RI�D�JRYHUQPHQW·V�DQG�WKH�ODVWLQJ�SURVSHULW\�RI�D�VRFLHW\��
7KXV�� WKH� UHDSSHDUDQFH� RI� Qunshu Zhiyao� LQ� PRGHUQ�
ZRUOG�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�VHUYH�DV�DQ�LQYDOXDEOH�JXLGH�IRU�
HYHU\�OHDGHU��HYHU\�UHVSRQVLEOH�SHUVRQ�RI�RXU�WLPHV�
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VXERUGLQDWHV��WKH�GLYLVLRQ�RI�ODERU�
EHWZHHQ� KXVEDQG� DQG� ZLIH�� WKH�
\RXQJ·V�UHVSHFW�IRU�WKH�ROG��DQG�WKH�
WUXVW� EHWZHHQ� IULHQGV�� (Meng Zi: 
Teng Wen Gong)

 
 Our ancestors, Yao and Shun, were 
VDJH�HPSHURUV�� 7KHLU� ZLVK� ZDV� QRW� RQO\�
WR� EHFRPH� VDJHV� WKHPVHOYHV�� EXW� WKH\� KDG�
KRSHG� WKDW� DOO�SHRSOH�ZRXOG�EHFRPH� VDJHV�
as well. That is the Chinese tradition, as 
described in the Great Learning: “The way of 
JUHDW� OHDUQLQJ�FRQVLVWV� LQ�PDQLIHVWLQJ�RQH·V�
innate virtue, consists in loving the people, 
FRQVLVWV� LQ� VWRSSLQJ� LQ� XWPRVW� JRRGQHVV�µ�
,Q�PDQLIHVWLQJ�RQH·V�LQQDWH�YLUWXH�LV�WR�ORYH�
oneself, to the extent of perfecting one’s 
FRQGXFW� DQG�ZLVGRP�� ,Q� ORYLQJ� WKH�SHRSOH�
LV� WR� KHOS� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV� DQG� ZKRHYHU�
KDV� D΀QLW\� ZLWK� XV� WR� DFFRPSOLVK� ZKDW�
the sages had attained. When this love 
UHDFKHV�SHUIHFWLRQ��LW�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�XWPRVW�
goodness. This describes the worldview of 

the Chinese. 
 
� 'XULQJ� (PSHURU� <DR·V� UHLJQ�� KH�
observed that people needed education. 
Without education, they would not know 
ZKDW�PRUDOLW\�LV��(PSHURU�<DR�XQGHUVWRRG�
KXPDQ�QDWXUH��DQG�KH�NQHZ�WKDW�LI�PHQ�ZHUH�
RQO\� JLYHQ� IRRG�� FORWKLQJ� DQG� FRPIRUWDEOH�
lives without receiving education, they 
ZRXOG� EH� OLWWOH� GLͿHUHQW� IURP� DQLPDOV��
+H� EHFDPH� ZRUULHG� VR� KH� LPPHGLDWHO\�
DSSRLQWHG� ;LH� DV� WKH� (GXFDWLRQ� 0LQLVWHU��
;LH�ZDV� RQH� RI� WKH� IRXQGHUV� RI� WKH� 6KDQJ�
Dynasty and also the ancestor of Confucius. 
;LH�WDXJKW�WKH�)LYH�&RQVWDQW�9DOXHV�DQG�WKH�
)LYH� 0RUDO� 5HODWLRQVKLSV�� QDPHO\� ��� 7KH�
ORYH� EHWZHHQ� SDUHQWV� DQG� FKLOGUHQ�� ��� 7KH�
benevolence of superiors and the loyalty 
RI� VXERUGLQDWHV�� ��� 7KH� GLYLVLRQ� RI� ODERU�
EHWZHHQ�KXVEDQG�DQG�ZLIH�����7KH�\RXQJ·V�
UHVSHFW�IRU�WKH�ROG��DQG����7KH�WUXVW�EHWZHHQ�
friends. This kind of education helps to 
UHVROYH�WKH�FRQÁLFWV�LQ�KXPDQ�UHODWLRQVKLSV����
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=KHQJXDQ�(UD�RI�WKH�
7DQJ�'\QDVW\�DQG�LWV�
,QVSLUDWLRQ�IRU�:RUOG�3HDFH
 The sages’ teachings are truths that 
WUDQVFHQG�VSDFH��WLPH�DQG�UDFH��2XU�DQFHVWRUV�
KDYH�SDVVHG�GRZQ�WR�XV�WKH�ZLVGRP��LGHDV��
PHWKRGV�� H[SHULHQFH� DQG� UHVXOWV� DFTXLUHG�
through eradicating desires, seeing the 
WUXWK�� VHOI�FXOWLYDWLRQ�� IDPLO\�PDQDJHPHQW��
DQG�JRRG�JRYHUQPHQW��7KLV�NQRZOHGJH�ZDV�
FU\VWDOOL]HG�WKURXJK�VHYHUDO�WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�
of trials and tribulations. As long as we 
abide by it, we will reap good results.
   
� 7KH�VDJHV·�WHDFKLQJV�ZHUH�LPSOHPHQWHG�
DQG� SURYHQ� WKURXJK� WKH� G\QDVWLHV�� IURP�
HPSHURUV� <DR�� 6KXQ�� <X�� DQG� NLQJV� 7DQJ��
Wen and Wu, to the Duke of Zhou. The 
Zhou Dynasty followed in the footsteps 
RI�(PSHURUV�<DR� DQG� 6KXQ�� DQG� WKHUH�ZDV�
QR� FULPH� IRU� DV� ORQJ� DV� ��� \HDUV�� (YHQ� WKH�
LQVWUXPHQWV� RI� SXQLVKPHQW� LQ� WKH� SULVRQ�
EHFDPH� UXVW\� DQG� QHHGHG� WR� EH� UHSDLUHG��
$IWHU������\HDUV�RU�VR��(PSHURU�7DL]RQJ�RI�
the Tang Dynasty followed in the footsteps 
RI�WKH�DQFHVWRUV�DQG�DFKLHYHG�D�ÁRXULVKLQJ�
period called the Zhenguan Era. 

� 7KH�FRPSLODWLRQ�RI�Qunshu Zhiyao (Books 
and Writings on the Important Governing 
Principles�� ZDV� FRPPLVVLRQHG� E\� (PSHURU�
7DL]RQJ��$V�WKH�&KDQFHOORU�:HL�=KHQJ�ZURWH�
LQ�WKH�SUHIDFH�VDLG��(PSHURU�7DL]RQJ�ORYHG�
Qunshu, devoted his days to reading the 
collection not only for its extensive coverage 
RQ� DQFLHQW� JRYHUQLQJ� SULQFLSOHV�� EXW� PRVW�
LPSRUWDQWO\�� (PSHURU� 7DL]RQJ� PDQDJHG�
to succeed in achieving the Zhenguan Era 
because he practiced what he had learned 
DQG� PDQDJHG� WR� WRXFK� WKH� KHDUW� RI� KLV�
SHRSOH�� 7KH� G\QDVWLHV� WKDW� FDPH� ULJKW�
before the Tang Dynasty were the Wei, Jin, 

Northern, Southern and Sui dynasties, and 
WKH\�ZHUH�PDUNHG�E\�FKDRV� IRU�D�KXQGUHG�
WR�WZR�KXQGUHG�\HDUV��$W�WKH�WLPH�(PSHURU�
7DL]RQJ� EHJDQ� WR� UHLJQ�� WKH� FRXQWU\� ZDV�
LPSRYHULVKHG��<HDUV�RI�GURXJKW�FDXVHG�WKH�
WUHDVXU\�WR�EH�HPSW\��WKH�SULFH�RI�ULFH�VRDUHG��
DQG�WKH�SHRSOH�VXͿHUHG������

� +RZHYHU��LQ�PHUHO\�WZR�WR�WKUHH�\HDUV�
XQGHU� (PSHURU� 7DL]RQJ·V� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��
WKH�FRXQWU\�ÁRXULVKHG��DQG�WKH�SULFH�RI�ULFH�
went back to the usual, low price. Honesty 
EHFDPH� WKH� QRUP�� DQG� SHRSOH� EHJDQ� WR�
trust one another. Even between strangers, 
WKH� DWPRVSKHUH� ZDV� DQ� DPLDEOH� RQH�� )RU�
instance, travelers did not have to worry 
about traveling expenses because others 
ZRXOG� KHOS� WKHP� DORQJ� WKH�ZD\�� ,W� ZDV� D�
period in which “Nobody pockets what 
WKH\�ÀQG�RQ�WKH�VWUHHWV��DQG�GRRUV�FDQ�EH�OHIW�
open at night.” This was how the historical 
records described the three dynasties that 
DFKLHYHG�WKH�FRPPRQZHDOWK�VWDWH����

 There is a record in Zizhi Tongjian 
�&RPSUHKHQVLYH� 0LUURU� LQ� $LG� RI�
*RYHUQDQFH���2QH�VXPPHU�GD\��LQ�WKH�VL[WK�
\HDU�RI�WKH�=KHQJXDQ�(UD��(PSHURU�7DL]RQJ�
carried out a prison inspection. He heard 
the death row prisoners saying how they 
PLVVHG�WKHLU�HOGHUO\�SDUHQWV��7DL]RQJ�SODFHG�
JUHDW� LPSRUWDQFH� LQ� ÀOLDO� SLHW\� DQG� PRVW�
DGPLUHG� WKH� VWRU\� RI� (PSHURU�:HQ� RI� WKH�
+DQ�'\QDVW\�WDVWLQJ�KLV�PRWKHU·V�PHGLFLQH�
WR� PDNH� VXUH� LW� ZDV� ULJKW� IRU� KHU�� 7KH�
SULVRQHUV·� ÀOLDO� WKRXJKWV� HYRNHG� KLV� JUHDW�
HPSDWK\��VR�KH�DOORZHG�WKHP�WR�JR�KRPH�WR�
ZDLW�XSRQ�WKHLU�SDUHQWV��7KH�LQPDWHV�DJUHHG�
WR�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�SULVRQ�LQ�WKH�DXWXPQ�VHDVRQ�
RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�\HDU��,W�LV�VDLG��´:KHQ�ÀOLDO�
piety is evoked, so is trustworthiness.” All 
WKH� ���� SULVRQHUV� UHWXUQHG� WR� WKH� SULVRQ�



6LQFH� WKH� 5HLJQ� RI� (PSHURU� :X� �������� %&��� WKH�
QRPLQDWLRQ�RI� DQ�RIÀFLDO� KDG� WZR�FULWHULD³ÀOLDO� SLHW\�
DQG�KRQHVW\��:LWK�ÀOLDO�SLHW\��RQH�FDQ�EH�UHVSRQVLEOH��
ZLWK�KRQHVW\��DQ�RIÀFLDO�FDQ�EH�LQFRUUXSWLEOH��6R��WKH�
WZR� FULWHULD� DUH� WKH� IRXQGDWLRQV� RI� PRUDOLW\�� ZKLOH�
HORTXHQFH� WKDW� LV� DGRSWHG� DV� WKH� PDMRU� VWDQGDUG�
RI� QRPLQDWLRQ� QRZ� GHYLDWHV� IURP� WKH� PRUDOLW\�� 7KLV�
H[SODLQV�ZK\�IHZ�YLUWXRXV�FDQGLGDWHV�RI�KLJK�FDOLEHU�
KDYH�EHHQ�UHFUXLWHG�LQ�PRGHUQ�VRFLHW\�����
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LQ� WKH� IROORZLQJ� \HDU�� DV� SURPLVHG�� DQG�
awaited their death sentences. None of 
WKHP� WULHG� WR� HVFDSH�� )LQDOO\�� (PSHURU�
7DL]RQJ�SDUGRQHG�DOO�RI�WKHP��7KDQNV�WR�KLV�
UHDGLQHVV�WR�OHDUQ��7DL]RQJ·V�YLUWXHV�OHG�KLP�
WRZDUG� DFFRPSOLVKLQJ� WKH� JROGHQ� HUD� WKDW�
brought great unity to China. 

 The experience of the Zhenguan Era 
WHOOV�XV�WKDW�WKH�VDJHV·�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�H[WUHPHO\�
LPSRUWDQW�QRW�RQO\�WR�D�SHUVRQ·V�LQGLYLGXDO�
IRUWXQH�EXW�DOVR�WR�D�JRYHUQPHQW·V�VWDELOLW\�
DQG� WKH� ÁRXULVKLQJ� RI� PRUDO� DQG� HWKLFV��
Thus, the reappearance of Qunshu Zhiyao 
VHHPV� WR� SRLQW� WR� LWV� VDFUHG� PLVVLRQ��
Not only did this treasured classic help  
(PSHURU� 7DL]RQJ� HVWDEOLVK� WKH� =KHQJXDQ�
Era, it also laid the foundation for the 
7DQJ�'\QDVW\� WR�SURVSHU� IRU� ���� \HDUV�� ,Q� 
addition, Qunshu can serve as an invaluable 
guide for all leaders and benevolent people 
in the current society.

� (YHU\ERG\� NQRZV� WKDW� 3UHVLGHQW� ;L�
of China loves traditional Chinese culture. 
+LV� IDWKHU�� 0U� ;L� =KRQJ[XQ�� KDG� JLYHQ�
the treasured classic, Qunshu Zhiyao, high 
DFFODLP�� ,Q� WKH� UHFHQW� WZR� \HDUV� RI� KLV�
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�� 3UHVLGHQW� ;L� KDG� ZRQ� WKH�
hearts of the people of China and received 
SUDLVHV� IURP�PDQ\�FRXQWULHV� LQ� WKH�ZRUOG��
-XVW� E\� SURPRWLQJ� KRQHVW\� DQG� IUXJDOLW\�
DORQH�� WKH� FRXQWU\� FRXOG� VDYH� D� ODUJH� VXP�
of public funds per day. The blessings 
DFFXPXODWHG�DUH�LPPHDVXUDEOH��+HQFH��LW�LV�
stated in Xiao Jing�IURP�Qunshu that “With 
WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�D�YLUWXRXV�OHDGHU��WKH�OLYHV�
RI� WKH� SRSXODFH� DUH� DVVXUHG�µ� 7KLV� PHDQV�
that if a country has a good ruler, its people 
will be blessed. 
  
Qunshu Zhiyao³
7KH�:LVGRP�IRU�6HOI�
&XOWLYDWLRQ��)DPLO\�
0DQDJHPHQW��*RRG�
*RYHUQPHQW��DQG�%ULQJLQJ�3HDFH�
WR�WKH�:RUOG

���� 6HOI�FXOWLYDWLRQ

� 'R� QRW� OHW� DUURJDQFH� JURZ�� GR� QRW�
OHW� GHVLUH� Á\� ORRVH�� GR� QRW� OHW� DPELWLRQ�
EHFRPH�H[FHVVLYH��GR�QRW�OHW�SOHDVXUH�ÁRZ�
XQFKHFNHG���Qunshu Zhiyao, Li Ji) 

� :H�ZLOO�QRZ�VKDUH�VHYHUDO�TXRWHV�IURP�
Qunshu Zhiyao�� )LUVWO\�� LQ� WHUPV� RI� VHOI�
cultivation, Qu Li��IURP�Li Ji) states that “Do 
QRW�OHW�DUURJDQFH�JURZ��GR�QRW�OHW�GHVLUH�Á\�
ORRVH��GR�QRW�OHW�DPELWLRQ�EHFRPH�H[FHVVLYH��
GR�QRW�OHW�SOHDVXUH�ÁRZ�XQFKHFNHGµ³´'R�
not let arrogance grow” because once 
LW� DULVHV�� KXPDQ� EHLQJV� ZRXOG� UHIXVH� WR�
UHFHLYH� WHDFKLQJV� KXPEO\�� WKXV� DͿHFWLQJ�
WKHLU�SHUVRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW��+XPLOLW\�LV�WKH�
foundation of all success. Once bad habits 



��

DUH� IRUPHG�� LW� LV� WHUULEO\�GL΀FXOW� WR�JHW�ULG�
RI�WKHP��7KHUH·V�D�VD\LQJ�WKDW�JRHV��´2YHU�
indulgence in things that give us pleasure 
ZLOO� UXLQ� RXU� DPELWLRQV�µ� 2QH� EHFRPHV�
GURZQHG� LQ� WKH� VHD� RI� HQMR\PHQW��+XPDQ�
EHLQJV�PXVW�SUDFWLFH�VHOI�FRQWURO�DQG�UHIUDLQ�
IURP�OHWWLQJ�WKHLU�GHVLUHV�Á\�ORRVH���

 According to the discussion on the  
subject of benevolence in the book, Fu Zi��
´:KHQ� ZH� FRPSDUH� RXU� PRUDO� FKDUDFWHU�
to that of virtuous people, we would feel 
VKDPHIXO�� :KHQ� ZH� FRPSDUH� RXUVHOYHV�
to those who have fewer possessions, we 
would feel grateful and contented.” As 
ORQJ�DV�ZH�HDUQ�HQRXJK� WR�PHHW�RXU�EDVLF�
QHHGV�� WKDW� ZRXOG� VX΀FH�� 2WKHUZLVH�� WKH�
FRQVWDQW� FRPSDULVRQ� ZLWK� RWKHUV� ZRXOG�
whittle down one’s good fortune. When 
“all the good fortune is depleted, death is 
inescapable.” There was a true story of 
WZR� IULHQGV� ZKR� VKDUHG� H[DFWO\� WKH� VDPH�
ELUWKGD\�� VR� ZH� ZRXOG� H[SHFW� WKHP� WR�
H[SHULHQFH� VLPLODU� IRUWXQH�� 2QH� RI� WKHP�
EHFDPH� D� VHOI�LQGXOJHQW� SHUVRQ� DQG� DQ�
extravagant spender, and he died in his 
SULPH� \HDUV�� 7KH� RWKHU� ZDV� WKULIW\� DQG�
knew how to cherish his good fortune, and 
he lived healthily to a ripe old age. Zheng 
Yao Lun�IURP�Qunshu Zhiyao�PHQWLRQHG��´$�
frugal person restrains his desires while an 
H[WUDYDJDQW�SHUVRQ�VXFFXPEV�WR�KLV�GHVLUHV��
7KH�ODWWHU�SXWV�KLPVHOI�LQ�GDQJHU�ZKLOVW�WKH�
IRUPHU�LV�VDIH�µ
        
 In the classic Lun Yu� IURP� Qunshu, 
&RQIXFLXV� SUDLVHV� (PSHURU� <X� RI� WKH�
;LD� '\QDVW\�� (PSHURU� <X·V� PHDOV� ZHUH�
DOZD\V�PHDJHU��EXW�KH�ZDV�JHQHURXV�LQ�KLV�
RͿHULQJV� WR� KLV� DQFHVWRUV�� GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�
ÀOLDO�SLHW\�RI�WKH�KLJKHVW�OHYHO��+H�QRUPDOO\�
wore coarse clothing, but his attire in the 
LPSHULDO� FRXUW� ZDV� DOZD\V� VROHPQ� DQG�

GLJQLÀHG��GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�UHVSHFW�WRZDUG�KLV�
PLQLVWHUV��(PSHURU�<X·V�SDODFH�ZDV�VLPSOH�
DQG�PRGHVW��EXW�KH�FRQWULEXWHG�JUHDW�HͿRUW�
in irrigation works to ensure the proper 
VXSSO\�RI�ZDWHU�WR�WKH�IDUPHUV·�ÀHOGV��7KLV�
ZDV�KRZ�(PSHURU�<X�VKRZHG�ORYH�DQG�FDUH�
IRU� KLV� SHRSOH�� 7KH� DQFLHQW� VDJH�HPSHURUV�
ZHUH�SHUIHFW�H[DPSOHV�RI�IUXJDOLW\�DQG�VHOI�
restraint. 

� )XUWKHUPRUH�� ´GR� QRW� OHW� DPELWLRQ�
EHFRPH� H[FHVVLYH�µ� :H� PXVW� QHYHU� EH�
VHOI�FRPSODFHQW�� LQVWHDG�� ZH� VKRXOG� OHDUQ�
WR� EH� KXPEOH��:H� RQO\� VHW� KLJK� JRDOV� IRU�
the purpose of contributing to society 
and serving other people. In this way, we 
FDQ� OHDG� D�PRUH� IXOÀOOLQJ� OLIH�� ´'R� QRW� OHW�
SOHDVXUH� ÁRZ� XQFKHFNHGµ�� DV� H[WUHPH� MR\�
engenders sorrow. When dealing with 
RXU� HPRWLRQV��ZH�PXVW� DOZD\V� IROORZ� WKH�
PLGGOH�SDWK��0RGHUDWLRQ� LV� WKH�EHVW�� ,I�ZH�
GR�QRW�NQRZ�WKH�OLPLWV�RI�SURSULHW\�DQG�ORVH�
our rationality while indulging in pleasure, 
not only would we endanger ourselves, 
EXW�ZH�ZRXOG�DOVR�HQG�XS�KDUPLQJ�RWKHUV��
Nowadays, there are countless cases of 
H[WUHPH�MR\�SUHFLSLWDWLQJ�VRUURZ��������

����� 5HVSHFWLQJ�YLUWXRXV�DQG�FDSDEOH�
 people

 Next, respecting virtuous and capable 
SHRSOH� LV� WKH� NH\� WR� JRRG� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��
With the help of these upright people, those 
who aspire to serve the country and the 
populace would pledge their allegiance, 
because they would be appointed to 
XQGHUWDNH�LPSRUWDQW�GXWLHV���

)DQ�&KL� DVNHG�ZKDW� UHVRXUFHIXO-
QHVV� LV�� &RQIXFLXV� VDLG�� ´8Q-
GHUVWDQGLQJ� RWKHUV�µ� )DQ� &KL�
FRXOG�QRW� FRPSUHKHQG� WKLV��&RQ-



:LVGRP�RI�DQFLHQW�VDJHV�LQ�&KLQD�VXFFHVVIXOO\�FDUULHG�RXW�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�
HGXFDWLRQ� RI� HWKLFV� PRUDOLW\� WKURXJK� VHWWLQJ� XS� WKUHH� IXQGDPHQWDO�
LQIUDVWUXFWXUHV�DOO�RYHU�WKH�FRXQWU\��QDPHO\��WKH�DQFHVWRU�KDOO��&RQIXFLXV�
7HPSOH�� WKH�&LW\�*RG�7HPSOH��$QFHVWRU� WHPSOHV� IRU� HDFK�KRXVHKROG�
WDXJKW�IXOÀOOLQJ�ÀOLDO�SHLW\��&RQIXFLXV�7HPSOH�WDXJKW�UHVSHFWLQJ�WHDFKHUV�
DQG�&LW\�*RG�7HPSOH�WDXJKW�WKH�ODZ�RI�FDXVH�DQG�HIIHFW���
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IXFLXV� VDLG� IXUWKHU�� ´3URPRWH� WKH�
XSULJKW�PHQ�DQG�SXW� WKHP�DERYH�
WKH�FURRNHG��LQ�WKLV�ZD\�WKH�FURRN-
HG�FDQ�EH�PDGH�XSULJKW�µ��)DQ�&KL�
UHWLUHG��DQG�XSRQ�VHHLQJ�=L�;LD��KH�
DVNHG�KLP�ZKDW�&RQIXFLXV�PHDQW��
=L�;LD�VDLG��´:KHQ�(PSHURU�6KXQ�
ZDV�LQ�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�NLQJGRP��
KH�VHOHFWHG�*DR�<DR�DPRQJ�DOO�WKH�
SHRSOH��$V�D�UHVXOW��WKH�XQYLUWXRXV�
OHIW� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW�� :KHQ� .LQJ�
7DQJ� ZDV� LQ� SRVVHVVLRQ� RI� WKH�
NLQJGRP�� KH� FKRVH�<L�<LQ� DPRQJ�
DOO�WKH�SHRSOH��DQG�WKH�XQYLUWXRXV�
OHIW�µ��Qunshu Zhiyao, Lun Yu) 

 In Lun Yu� IURP� Qunshu Zhiyao, there 
was a dialogue between Confucius and 
his disciple, Fan Chi. Fan Chi asked 
Confucius what constitutes resourcefulness. 
Confucius described resourcefulness as 

“Understanding others.” Fan Chi was 
perplexed, so Confucius continued to 
explain that “understanding others” is “to 
HPSOR\�XSULJKW�PHQ�VR�WKDW�WKH�FURRNHG�FDQ�
EH�JUDGXDOO\�WUDQVIRUPHG�µ�)DQ�&KL�VWLOO�GLG�
QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�� VR�KH� DVNHG�KLV� FODVVPDWH�
=L� ;LD�� =L� ;LD� JDYH� H[DPSOHV� RI� 6KXQ·V�
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��:KHQ� 6KXQ� HPSOR\HG� WKH�
YLUWXRXV�*DR�<DR�DV�WKH�0LQLVWHU�IRU�-XVWLFH��
WKH�XQULJKWHRXV�RQHV�OHIW�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�������

� 7KH� VDPH� VLWXDWLRQ� KDSSHQHG� ZKHQ�
King Tang of the Shang Dynasty appointed 
<L� <LQ� DV� WKH� SULPH� PLQLVWHU�� +HQFH��
DSSRLQWLQJ�YLUWXRXV�PHQ�WR�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�
LV�H[WUHPHO\�LPSRUWDQW��EHFDXVH�WKH\�FRXOG�
VHUYH� DV� UROH� PRGHOV� DQG� HGXFDWH� WKHLU�
VXERUGLQDWHV��*UDGXDOO\��WKH�VRFLDO�SUDFWLFHV�
FRXOG� EH� WUDQVIRUPHG�� 7KRVH� ZKR� DUH� QRW�
PRUDOO\� XSULJKW� FRXOG� VORZO\� FRUUHFW� WKHLU�
IDXOWV� DQG� HPXODWH� JRRGQHVV�� EHFDXVH� ´DOO�



:LWK� WKH� OHDGHUVKLS� RI� D� VDJH� NLQJ� OLNH� .LQJV�
:HQ�DQG�:X��WKH�EHQHYROHQW�JRYHUQDQFH�ZRXOG�
EHFRPH�D�UHDOLW\�
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KXPDQ� EHLQJV� DUH� ERUQ� LQQDWHO\� JRRG�µ�
Once I heard that the divorce rate in a 
SDUWLFXODU� R΀FH� ZDV� YHU\� KLJK�� +RZHYHU��
WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�PRUH�GLYRUFHV�ZKHQ�D�EHWWHU 
OHDGHU�WRRN�RQ�WKH�SRVLWLRQ��)XUWKHUPRUH��DOO�
WKH� HPSOR\HHV� UHPDLQHG� OR\DO�� &RQIXFLXV�
deeply understood the power of education 
LQ�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�SHRSOH��VR�KH�WDONHG�DERXW�
´SURPRWLQJ� WKH� XSULJKW� DQG� SXWWLQJ� WKHP�
above the crooked.” If this were not done, 
WKH� GLVDVWHUV� WKDW� EHIDOO� WKH� PLQLVWHUV� DQG�
the people would be great. 
    

&RQIXFLXV� VDLG�� ´3HRSOH� ZKR�
VSHDN� SHUVXDVLYHO\� DQG� PDNH�
WKHPVHOYHV� DSSHDU� DPLDEOH� DUH�
UDUHO\�EHQHYROHQW�µ� �Qunshu Zhi-
yao, Lun Yu) 

� &RQIXFLXV� VDLG�� ´3URPRWH� WKH� FURRNHG�
PHQ� DQG� VHW� WKHP� DERYH� WKH� XSULJKW�� DQG�
WKH�SHRSOH�ZLOO�QRW�VXEPLW�µ�,I�D�FUDIW\�DQG�
VHOÀVK� SHUVRQ� LV� SXW� LQ� D� KLJKHU� DXWKRULW\�
than the upright one, the latter will be 
KDUPHG�� 7KLV� LV� EHFDXVH� WKH� FUDIW\� SHUVRQ�

could be a sweet talker who does not 
harbor good intentions. In Chinese, there is 
DQ� LGLRP�XVHG� WR� GHVFULEH� WKLV�� ´:RUGV� RI�
honey, but a sword in the belly.” Such crafty 
people would hurt the upright and faithful 
RQHV��7KH�KLJKHU�DQ�R΀FLDO·V�SRVW��WKH�ELJJHU�
KLV�LQÁXHQFH�LV��7KXV�D�OHDGHU�KDV�WR�EH�PRUH�
SUXGHQW�LQ�FKRRVLQJ�KLV�R΀FLDOV�
     
� 'XULQJ�WKH�UHLJQ�RI�(PSHURU�:X�RI�WKH�
+DQ�'\QDVW\� LQ�&KLQD�� D�ZLVH�QRPLQDWLRQ�
V\VWHP� ZDV� LPSOHPHQWHG�� 7KLV� V\VWHP�
LQYROYHG�WKH�QRPLQDWLRQ�RI�ÀOLDO�DQG�KRQHVW�
SHRSOH� WR� WKH�JRYHUQPHQW��%RWK�ÀOLDO�SLHW\�
DQG�KRQHVW\�IRUP�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�PRUDOLW\��
:H�FDQQRW�PHUHO\�XVH�RQH·V�UKHWRULFDO�VNLOO�
DV� D�PHDVXUH� RI� KLV� FDSDELOLW\��1RZDGD\V��
DGPLVVLRQ� VWDQGDUGV� KDYH� GHYLDWHG� IURP�
WKLV�DQG�PRYHG�LQ�WKH�ZURQJ�GLUHFWLRQ��WKXV�
it is not surprising that virtuous and able 
people are not recruited.     

� 7KHUH�LV�D�VD\LQJ�WKDW�JRHV��´,I� OHDGHUV�
govern by relying on eloquent speech 
and subordinates believe in the value 
RI� SHUVXDVLYH� VSHHFK�� PRUDOLW\� LQ� WKH�
society would gradually decline.” What 
LV� WKH� UHDVRQ� IRU� WKLV"� ,W� LV� EHFDXVH� HPSW\�
WDON� LV� HPSKDVL]HG� RYHU� DFWLRQV�� WKXV� WKH�
HVWUDQJHPHQW� RI� NQRZOHGJH� IURP� SUDFWLFH�
ZRXOG� UHVXOW� LQ� PRUDO� GHFOLQH�� :K\� GLG�
Confucius point out that “people who speak 
SHUVXDVLYHO\� DQG�PDNH� WKHPVHOYHV� DSSHDU�
DPLDEOH�DUH�UDUHO\�EHQHYROHQW"µ�$�YLUWXRXV�
person would walk the talk, or perhaps 
WDON� OHVV� DQG� GR� PRUH�� 7KH� FRQWHPSRUDU\�
society is in danger, because honest and 
kind people who speak little and dutifully 
carry out their responsibilities are neglected 
DQG�HYHQ�ULGLFXOHG��,V�WKLV�QRW�EL]DUUH"�,Q�D�
IDPLO\�RU�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��WKH�WUXH��GLOLJHQW�
practitioner should really be approved of 
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and applauded. Only through this can we 
revive kindness and honesty in the society.            
  
�� 7UDQVIRUPDWLYH�HGXFDWLRQ

1XUWXULQJ� FKLOGUHQ� DW� DQ� HDUO\�
DJH� WR� OHW� WKHP� OHDUQ� WR� EHFRPH�
ULJKWHRXV�SHRSOH�LV�WKH�PRVW�VDFUHG�
IRUP�RI�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�PDQNLQG��
�Qunshu Zhiyao, Zhou Yi) 

� )URP�WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RI�WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�
HGXFDWLRQ��DQ�LPSRUWDQW�WHDFKLQJ�LV�UHFRUGHG�
in Yi Jing� �%RRN� RI� &KDQJHV��� ´1XUWXULQJ�
FKLOGUHQ� DW� DQ� HDUO\� DJH� WR� OHW� WKHP� OHDUQ�
WR� EHFRPH� ULJKWHRXV� SHRSOH� LV� WKH� PRVW�
VDFUHG�IRUP�RI�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�PDQNLQG�µ�$�
QHZERUQ�EDE\�LV�LQQRFHQW��KHQFH��KH�QHHGV�
WR�EH�JXLGHG�SURSHUO\�IURP�\RXQJ�VR�WKDW�KH�
will develop the correct attitude. To establish 
a child’s virtues and evoke kindness in his 
thoughts, speech, and actions, that is the 
JUHDWHVW�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�PDQNLQG���

� %\� SURGXFLQJ� D� VDJH�� RQH·V� FRQWULEX�
WLRQV� WR� WKH� IDPLO\�� VRFLHW\�� DQG� FRXQWU\�
DUH� LPPHQVH��$OO� WKH� VDJHV�ZHUH�SURGXFHG�
through good parental education, espe�
FLDOO\� IURP� SUH�QDWDO� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� HDUO\�
childhood education before a child turning 
four years old. The education that a child  
UHFHLYHV� DW� WKLV� WLPH� SHULRG� ZLOO� H[HUW� D� 
subtle influence on an individual’s  
FKDUDFWHU�� VR� YLUWXRXV�ZRPHQ�ZRXOG� UDLVH�
virtuous and capable people “Deeply rooted 
KDELWV�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�QDWXUDO�µ����

$� junzi� �PDQ� RI� QREOH� FKDUDFWHU��
FRQFHUQV� KLPVHOI� ZLWK� WKH� IXQ-
GDPHQWDOV�� 2QFH� WKH� IXQGDPHQ-
WDOV� DUH� HVWDEOLVKHG�� YLUWXHV� ZLOO�
HPHUJH���Lun Yu) 

 The key concept of traditional Chinese 
education is ethics, and the central idea 
LQ� HWKLFDO� HGXFDWLRQ� LV� ORYH�� 7KH� ÀUVW� RI�
the Five Moral Relationships is “the love 
between parents and children.” Parental 
ORYH� LV� QDWXUDO�� 7KH� SULPDU\� SXUSRVH� RI�
&KLQHVH�HGXFDWLRQ� LV� WR�PDLQWDLQ� WKLV�NLQG�
of love throughout one’s life. There was a 
���\HDU�ROG�ÀOP�GLUHFWRU�QDPHG�=KDL�-XQMLH�
ZKR� VDLG� WKDW� WKH� KDSSLHVW�PRPHQW� LQ� KLV�
life was when he could call out Niang ࢱ

�PHDQLQJ� ´PRWKHUµ�� ZKHQ� KH� UHWXUQHG�
KRPH�� $OWKRXJK� 0U�� =KDL� ZDV� DOUHDG\�
LQ� KLV� ��V�� KH� ZDV� VWLOO� KLV� PRWKHU·V� ER\��
Mother’s love indeed is great. There was a 
79�SURJUDP� WKDW�ÀOPHG�0U��=KDL�ZHDULQJ�
KLV�UHDGLQJ�JODVVHV�DQG�VNLOOIXOO\�WULPPLQJ�
KLV�PRWKHU·V�WRHQDLOV��+LV�LQWHQVH�IRFXV�DQG�
FDUHIXO� DFWLRQV� H[XGHG� JUHDW� ÀOLDO� SLHW\��
Upon seeing their father’s love and care for 
WKHLU� JUDQGPRWKHU�� KLV� FKLOGUHQ� IROORZHG�
his footsteps and took great care of the 
JUDQGPRWKHU�DV�ZHOO��7KLV�VKRZV�WKH�SRZHU�
RI�UROH�PRGHOLQJ�IRU�FKLOGUHQ��

 The second purpose of education is 
to extend the unconditional love between 
parents and children to kindred spirit, to 
ORYH� RXU� EURWKHUV� DQG� VLVWHUV�� RXU� IDPLO\��
neighbors, and to the public. Finally, we 
VKRXOG� ´ORYH� DOO� EHLQJVµ³ORYH� VKRXOG� EH�
extended to all things, be they living or 
QRQ�OLYLQJ�WKLQJV��0HQFLXV�VDLG��OHW�WKH�ORYH�
IRU�RXU�SDUHQWV�EH�H[WHQGHG�WR�FRPSDVVLRQ�
WRZDUG�DOO�KXPDQV��WKHQ�WR�DOO�DQLPDOV��DQG�
eventually to all living things. When we 
VHH� D� ODPE�� ZH� VKRXOG� WKLQN� WKDW� LW� KDV� D�
PRWKHU�WRR��7KH�OLWWOH�ODPE�ORYHV�LWV�PRWKHU��
KHQFH� ZH� VKRXOG� QRW� KDUP� ERWK� RI� WKHP��
7KLV� LV� WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI� ´ORYLQJ�DOO� WKLQJVµ��
&RPSDVVLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�H[WHQGHG�WR�DOO�OLYHV�
DQG�LI�ZH�GR�QRW�LQWHQG�WR�KDUP�WKHP��WKLV�



��

kind of education would have succeeded. 
7KH�VDJHV·� WHDFKLQJV�GHÀQLWHO\�EHJLQ� IURP�
ÀOLDO�SLHW\��ZKLOH�EHQHYROHQFH�LV�WKH�PHDQV�
WR�LPSOHPHQW�ÀOLDO�SLHW\���

 Lun Yu� IURP� Qunshu Zhiyao states 
that “A junzi� FRQFHUQV� KLPVHOI� ZLWK� WKH�
IXQGDPHQWDOV�� 2QFH� WKH� IXQGDPHQWDOV� DUH�
HVWDEOLVKHG��YLUWXHV�ZLOO�HPHUJH��,V�QRW�EHLQJ�
ÀOLDO�WR�SDUHQWV��DQG�ORYLQJ�WRZDUG�EURWKHUV�
DQG� VLVWHUV� IXQGDPHQWDO� WR� WKH� HQDFWPHQW�
RI� EHQHYROHQFH"µ� (GXFDWLRQ� WKDW� GRHV� QRW�
HPSOR\� ÀOLDO� SLHW\� DV� LWV� EDVLV� ZRXOG� EH�
futile. Xiao Jing�IURP�Qunshu Zhiyao points 
RXW�WKDW�´ÀOLDO�SLHW\�LV�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�DOO�
virtues and the source of all teachings.” Filial 
SLHW\�LV�LQGHHG�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�DOO�YLUWXHV��
KHQFH��DOO�HGXFDWLRQ�PXVW�EHJLQ�IURP�ÀOLDO�
piety. Filial piety and kindred spirit are very 
YHUVDWLOH�WHUPV��$W�KRPH��WKH\�DUH�GLUHFWHG�
toward parents and siblings, but when 
they are used in school grounds, teachers 
are also addressed as Shi Fu�RU�´PDVWHUVµ��
7KLV�LV�DQ�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�SDUHQW²FKLOGUHQ�
UHODWLRQVKLS�� 6LPLODUO\�� FODVVPDWHV� FRXOG�
be called Shi Xiong Di, fellow brothers and 
sisters, again, an extension of the sibling 
relationship. At work, one would surely 
PHHW� D�PDVWHU� LQ� RQH·V� SURIHVVLRQ� DV�ZHOO�
as fellow brothers and sisters. All these 
UHODWLRQV�KDYH�WKHLU�URRWV�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\��7KH\�
DUH� DQ� H[WHQVLRQ� RI� WKH� IDPLO\� YDOXHV� DQG�
DQ� H[HPSOLÀFDWLRQ� RI� IDPLOLDO� DͿHFWLRQ�� ,I�
that was the case, how could society not be 
SHDFHIXO�DQG�KDUPRQLRXV"�������
 
� +HQFH�� WKH� ZLVGRP� RI� WKH� VDJHV� KDV�
led to the construction of three types of 
EXLOGLQJV� LQ� &KLQD�� QDPHO\� WKH� $QFHVWUDO�
6KULQH�� WKH� &RQIXFLDQ� 7HPSOH�� DQG� WKH�
&LW\� *RG� 7HPSOH�� 6XFK� EXLOGLQJV� KHOS� WR�
HVWDEOLVK� JRRG� DWWLWXGHV� DQG� JRRG� PRUDO�

character. The Ancestral Shrine is a place 
WR� ZRUVKLS� DQFHVWRUV� GXULQJ� LPSRUWDQW�
IHVWLYDOV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��LW�VHUYHV�DV�D�FODVVURRP�
for the private education of the descendants. 
The purpose of the Ancestral Shrine is to 
SDVV� RQ� ÀOLDO� SLHW\�� 7KH� VHFRQG� EXLOGLQJ�
LV� WKH� &RQIXFLDQ� 7HPSOH�� ZKLFK� WHDFKHV�
us to respect our teachers. Filial piety and 
UHVSHFW� IRUP� WKH� EDVLV� RI� DOO� YLUWXHV��:LWK�
these qualities, one’s knowledge would be 
built upon a strong foundation, enabling it 
WR�ÁRXULVK��7KH�&LW\�*RG�7HPSOH�WHDFKHV�XV�
WKH� ODZ�RI� FDXVH� DQG� HͿHFW��7KH�$QFHVWUDO�
6KULQH� WHDFKHV� HWKLFV� DQG� ÀOLDO� SLHW\�� WKH�
&RQIXFLDQ� 7HPSOH� WHDFKHV� PRUDO� YDOXHV��
ZKLOH�WKH�&LW\�*RG�7HPSOH�HGXFDWHV�XV�RQ�
WKH�ODZ�RI�FDXVH�DQG�HͿHFW��%\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
PRUDO� DQG� HWKLFV�� RQH� ZLOO� IHHO� VKDPHIXO�
to do bad deeds. Knowledge of the law of 
FDXVH�DQG�HͿHFW�ZLOO�HYRNH�RQH·V�UHYHUHQFH�
DQG�GHWHU�KLP�IURP�GRLQJ�HYLO�GHHGV��7KHVH�
WKUHH� W\SHV�RI� WHPSOHV� LOOXVWUDWH� WKH� VDJHV·�
JUHDW�ZLVGRP� LQ� VKDSLQJ� D� KHDOWK\�PRUDO�
FKDUDFWHU�� ,W� ZRXOG� EH� PDUYHORXV� LI� VXFK�
ZLVGRP�FRXOG�EH�VSUHDG�WR�WKH�ZRUOG�
   
:KLOH�D�0DQ�&RXOG�(QKDQFH�WKH�
*UHDW�:D\��WKH�*UHDW�:D\�&RXOG�
1RW�(QKDQFH�KLP��

7KH�JRYHUQLQJ�SULQFLSOHV�RI�.LQJ�
:HQ�DQG�.LQJ�:X�DUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�
WKH� FODVVLFV��5XOHUV� VXFK� DV� WKHP�
HQDEOH� D� EHQHYROHQW� JRYHUQPHQW�
WR�EH�IRUPHG��:LWKRXW�UXOHUV�OLNH�
WKHP�� EHQHYROHQW� JRYHUQPHQWV�
ZLOO� FHDVH� WR� H[LVW�� �Qunshu Zhi-
yao, Kong Zi Jia Yu) 

 Social practices and the happiness of 
our descendants are highly dependent on 
WKH� H[LVWHQFH� RI� YLUWXRXV� UROH� PRGHOV� LQ�
the society. They also rely on the successful 
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SURPRWLRQ� RI� WKH� VDJHV·� WHDFKLQJV� WR�
WUDQVIRUP� WKH� KXPDQ� PLQG� IURP� EDG� WR�
good. This is a huge responsibility indeed. 
Master Chin Kung teaches us that “A 
KDUPRQLRXV�VRFLHW\�EHJLQV�IURP�P\VHOI�DQG�
P\�IDPLO\�µ�7KH�SRVLWLYH�HQHUJ\�ZH�JHQHUDWH�
ZRXOG� JUDGXDOO\� EH� DVVLPLODWHG� LQ� RXU�
FRPPXQLW\��RXU�FLW\��DQG�RXU�FRXQW\��2Q�D�
PRUH�KRSHIXO�QRWH��SHUKDSV�RXU�FRXQWU\�FDQ�
steer the whole world toward adopting the 
FRUUHFW� YDOXHV� DQG� WRZDUG� UHYLYLQJ� PRUDO�
and ethics. Ven. Master Chin Kung said 
WKDW�FRQÀGHQFH�FULVLV�LV�WKH�ELJJHVW�SUREOHP�
IDFHG� E\� PDQNLQG� LQ� WKH� FXUUHQW� VRFLHW\��
+HQFH�� WKH� SXEOLF·V� FRQÀGHQFH� FRXOG� EH�
restored if there are true practitioners of the 
VDJHV·� WHDFKLQJV��VHUYH�DV�UROH�PRGHOV��DQG�
provide concrete results for all.

 Even though our ancestors have 
EHTXHDWKHG� WR� XV�PDQ\� WUHDVXUHG� FODVVLFV��
ZH�VHOGRP�FRPH�DFURVV�WLPHV�RI�SHDFH�DQG�
prosperity. The key lies in the existence of 
virtuous people. In Kong Zi Jia Yu��LW�LV�VDLG��
“The governing principles of King Wen 
and King Wu are recorded in the classics. 
5XOHUV� VXFK� DV� WKHP� HQDEOH� D� EHQHYROHQW�
JRYHUQPHQW�WR�EH�IRUPHG��:LWKRXW�UXOHUV�OLNH�
WKHP�� EHQHYROHQW� JRYHUQPHQWV� ZLOO� FHDVH�
to exist.” (Qunshu Zhiyao, Kong Zi Jia Yu).  
If we have virtuous rulers like King Wen or 
.LQJ�:X�� D� EHQHYROHQW� JRYHUQPHQW� FRXOG�
EH� FDUULHG�RXW��*RYHUQPHQW� VKRXOG�EH� IDLU�
and just as the lay people will follow in their 
leaders’ footsteps and practice fairness. 
$� VD\LQJ� JRHV�� ´7KRVH� LQ� ORZHU� SRVLWLRQV�
ZLOO�IROORZ�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�WKHLU�VXSHULRUV�µ�����

� 9HQ�� 0DVWHU� &KLQ� .XQJ� KDV� FRPSDV�
sionately pointed out the “Six Essential 
$VSHFWV� LQ� 6HOI�&XOWLYDWLRQµ�� +DYH� JUHDW�
FRPSDVVLRQ�� *HQHUDWH� D� JUHDW� VHOÁHVV� 

YRZ�� (VWDEOLVK� D� ILUP� IRXQGDWLRQ�� 
6WUHQJWKHQ�LPSRUWDQW�EDVLFV��)RFXV�RQ�FXOWL�
vating oneself, and Attain the great enlight�
HQPHQW�

 Two sages in our history had achieved 
JUHDW� VXFFHVV� LQ� HGXFDWLRQ�� 7KH� ÀUVW� ZDV�
6KDN\DPXQL�%XGGKD��,Q�KLV�OLIHWLPH��%XGGKD�
WDXJKW� IRU����\HDUV�DQG�PDGH�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�
LPSDFW�� 7KH� VHFRQG� ZDV� &RQIXFLXV�� $IWHU�
WUDYHOOLQJ� WR� YDULRXV� NLQJGRPV��&RQIXFLXV�
UHWXUQHG�WR�KLV�FRXQWU\�DQG�R΀FLDOO\�EHJDQ�
his teaching career. Although this lasted for 
a short period around 5 years, his teachings 
EHFDPH� H[WUHPHO\� LQÁXHQWLDO�� :K\"� ,W�
is because these two teachers abided by 
the golden rule of “actions speak louder 
than words.” They would only speak of 
VRPHWKLQJ�DIWHU�WKH\�FRXOG�FDUU\�LW�RXW��7KDW�
ZDV�KRZ�ERWK�%XGGKD�DQG�&RQIXFLXV�EXLOW�
FRQÀGHQFH� LQ� WKHLU� GLVFLSOHV�� +HQFH�� ZH�
RXJKW�WR�OHDUQ�IURP�&RQIXFLXV�DQG�%XGGKD�
and truly practice the sages’ teachings in our 
OLYHV��EH�LW�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�SHRSOH�RU�PDWWHUV�LQ�
our work or daily lives. Eventually, when 
ZH� VXFFHHG��ZH�ZRXOG�SURGXFH�QXPHURXV�
SRVLWLYH�HͿHFWV��������

� ,Q�ODWH�$SULO�������WKH�$VVLVWDQW�'LUHFWRU�
of Justice in China’s Hainan Province, Mr. 
Zhang Fa, sought the advice of Ven. Master 
Chin Kung regarding ways to educate the 
LQPDWHV��9HQ��0DVWHU�&KLQ�.XQJ�VXJJHVWHG�
WKDW� KH� LPSDUW� HWKLFDO� HGXFDWLRQ�� PRUDO�
HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� WKH� ODZ� RI� FDXVH� DQG� HͿHFW�
WR� DOO� WKH� SULVRQHUV� WR� WUDQVIRUP� WKHLU�
behavior. When Mr. Zhang returned to 
Hainan, he truly put this into practice. 
0DQ\�SULVRQHUV� EHJDQ� WR� XQGHUVWDQG�ÀOLDO�
piety and repented their sins. One convict 
FDOOHG�KRPH�� DQG�ZKHQ�KLV�PRWKHU�SLFNHG�
XS�WKH�SKRQH��KH�VDLG�WR�KHU��´'HDU�PRWKHU��
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the weather is getting colder recently. Do 
ZHDU�PRUH�FORWKHV�WR�NHHS�\RXUVHOI�ZDUP�µ�
+LV� PRWKHU� VDLG�� ´6RUU\�� ZURQJ� QXPEHU�µ�
This is because her son had never shown 
any concern toward her. Whenever he 
ZHQW�KRPH��KH�DVNHG� IRU�PRQH\� IURP�KHU��
It was hard for this lady to believe that this 
ZDV�KHU�VRQ��7KH�SROLFH�R΀FHU�SKRQHG�KHU�
LPPHGLDWHO\� WR�FRQÀUP�WKDW�KHU�VRQ�UHDOO\�
GLG�FDOO�KHU��7KH�HGXFDWLRQ�SURJUDP�LQ� WKH�
SULVRQ�V\VWHP�SURYHV�WKDW�́ DOO�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�
are born innately good.” Even prisoners can 
be taught well.      

 The successful experience of Hainan’s 
SULVRQ� V\VWHP� LQÁXHQFHG� WKH� HQWLUH�
SULVRQ� V\VWHP� RI� &KLQD�� 7KH� HGXFDWLRQDO�
PDWHULDO�WKH\�KDYH�FRPSLOHG�LV�XVHG�DV�WKH�
HGXFDWLRQDO�PDWHULDO� LQ� WKH�&KLQHVH�SULVRQ�
V\VWHP�� &KLQD�� XQGHU� WKH� OHDGHUVKLS� RI�
3UHVLGHQW� ;L�� KDV� H[FHOOHQW� H[DPSOHV� RI�
SHRSOH� ZKR� LPSOHPHQWHG� Qunshu Zhiyao. 

5ROH�PRGHOV� OLNH�0U��=KDQJ� FRPH� IURP�DOO�
ZDONV� RI� OLIH�� LQFOXGLQJ� R΀FLDOV� RI� YDULRXV�
levels, enterprises, the education sector, 
DQG�PDQ\�RWKHUV��6XFK�JRRG�H[DPSOHV�KHOS�
UHVWRUH� RXU� FRQÀGHQFH� LQ� FDUU\LQJ� RXW� WKH�
teachings of the sages. Indeed, the power 
RI�UROH�PRGHOLQJ� LV�ERXQGOHVV��7KHUHIRUH��D�
KDUPRQLRXV�ZRUOG�EHJLQV�IURP�HYHU\�VLQJOH�
SHUVRQ·V� UHVROYH� WR� VHW� D� JRRG� H[DPSOH�� ,Q�
this way, our hope to achieve world peace 
FDQ� GHÀQLWHO\� EH� UHDOL]HG�� :LWK� UHJDUG�
WR� ´7KH� *RYHUQLQJ� 3ULQFLSOHV� RI� &KLQD��
Inspiration for World Peace”, that’s all I’d 
like to share with you today.      

� )LQDOO\��PD\�DOO�WKH�QDWLRQV�DQG�SHRSOH�
ÀQG� VWDELOLW\� LQ� WKHLU� OLYHV�� HQJDJH� LQ� VHOI�
cultivation to elevate their spirituality, enjoy 
KDUPRQLRXV�IDPLO\�OLIH��WKULYLQJ�FDUHHUV��OLYH�
in prosperity, and attain lasting world peace 
under the guidance of the sages’ teachings. 
Thank you!  
    

0DQ\�SULVRQHUV�EHJDQ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�ÀOLDO�SLHW\�DQG�
UHSHQWHG�WKHLU�VLQV�DIWHU�WKH\�KDG�OHDUQW�'L�=L�*XL�
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%XLOGLQJ�D�0RGHO�&LW\�RI�
3HDFH�DQG�+DUPRQ\

$FKLHYLQJ�5HOLJLRXV�DQG�
6RFLDO�+DUPRQ\�WKURXJK�(GXFDWLRQ

$FKLHYLQJ�5HOLJLRXV�DQG�6RFLDO�
+DUPRQ\�WKURXJK�(GXFDWLRQ���
$�%XVLQHVV�3HUVSHFWLYH
Q  Andrew Wielandt

 7RRZRRPED has always been rec�
RJQL]HG� DV� D� KXE� RU� PHHWLQJ� SODFH� VLQFH�
WKH� WLPH� RI� WKH� $ERULJLQDO� HOGHUV�� 7RGD\�
7RRZRRPED� VHUYHV� DV� KXE� IRU� HGXFDWLRQ��
KHDOWK�� DJULFXOWXUH�	� UHVRXUFHV�� ,Q�'HFHP�
EHU������VDZ�WKH�7RRZRRPED�&RPPXQLW\��

LQFOXGLQJ� IDLWK� 	� FRPPXQLW\� OHDGHUV� RI�
WKHLU� ZLVK� WR� PDNH� 7RRZRRPED� D� 0RGHO�
&LW\�RI�3HDFH�	�+DUPRQ\�

 Venerable Master Chin Kung, founder 
& President of Pure Land Learning College 
GHFLGHG�WR�HVWDEOLVK�WKH�0XOWL�)DLWK�0XOWL�
cultural Center as part of Pure Land Learn�
LQJ�&ROOHJH·V�SUHVHQFH�LQ�7RRZRRPED��7KH�
SULPDU\�*RDO� RI� WKH� FHQWHU� LV� WR�ZRUN� WKH�
FRPPXQLW\� RQ� WKH� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� 	� LPSOH�
PHQWDWLRQ�RI� WKH����\HDU�FRPPXQLW\�SODQ��



3XUH�/DQG�/HDUQLQJ�&ROOHJH�KHOG�´3HDFH�(GXFDWLRQ�)RUXPµ�DQG�VRPH�����SHRSOH�DWWHQG�LW� 87

One of the 1st steps of part of the plan was to 
HVWDEOLVK�D�*RRGZLOO�&RPPLWWHH�PDGH�XS�RI�
IDLWK�	�FRPPXQLW\�OHDGHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�EXVL�
ness leaders. 
 
� 7KH� EXVLQHVV� FRPPXQLW\�SOD\V� D� YHU\�
LPSRUWDQW� SDUW� LQ� DFKLHYLQJ� KDUPRQ\�� LQ�
SDUWLFXODU� WKURXJK� HGXFDWLRQ�� 7RRZRRPED�
LV�WKH�HFRQRPLF�HQY\�RI�$XVWUDOLD�ZLWK�ORZ�
XQHPSOR\PHQW��DURXQG�����DQG�FRQVLVWHQW�
ORQJ�WHUP�JURZWK��7KH�7RRZRRPED�HFRQR�
P\�LV�XQGHUSLQQHG�E\���PDLQ�DUHDV�KHDOWK��
agriculture, resources and education. It is 
WKH� ��� HGXFDWLRQ� LQVWLWXWLRQV� LQ�RXU� UHJLRQ 
�SULPDU\�� VHFRQGDU\� DQG� WHUWLDU\�� ZKLFK�
KHOSV� FUHDWHV� HFRQRPLF� ZHDOWK� IRU� RXU� UH�
JLRQ��%\�KDYLQJ� D� VROLG� HGXFDWLRQ� IRXQGD�
tion be it on a tertiary level (professional 
RU�VNLOOV�EDVHG��� WKLV�DOORZV�DQ�HFRQRP\�WR�
SURVSHU�DQG�PRUH�LPSRUWDQWO\�D�VROLG�IRXQ�
dation for achieving social and religious 
KDUPRQ\��
 

 It should also be noted the business 
FRPPXQLW\�LV�YHU\�EHQHYROHQW��$V�DQ�H[DP�
SOH�� ORFDO�FKDULWLHV�VXFK�DV�WKH�7RRZRRPED�
Hospital Foundation is supported by busi�
QHVVHV�� WKH� PHGLD� DQG� RUJDQLVDWLRQV� VXFK�
as Pure Land Learning College allowing 
WKHP�WR�EX\�HTXLSPHQW��WUDLQ�KHDOWK�SURIHV�
VLRQDOV�DQG�XQGHUWDNH�UHVHDUFK��%\�VKDULQJ�
WKHLU�ZHDOWK��EH� LW�PRQHWDU\�RU�NQRZOHGJH�
based), this spreads wealth throughout the 
FRPPXQLW\�� VWUHQJWKHQLQJ� WKH� IRXQGDWLRQ�
for society. 
 
� $FKLHYLQJ�+DUPRQ\�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�
has had both its successes & also challenges. 
7RRZRRPED� LV� QRZ� �� \HDUV� LQWR� RXU� MRXU�
ney and whilst there has been considerable 
VXFFHVVHV� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� ZRUN�
LQJ� FORVHU� WRJHWKHU�� DOVR� VRPH� FKDOOHQJHV�
HVSHFLDOO\�RYHU�ODVW����PRQWKV��,Q�SDUWLFXODU�
WKH�ÀUHERPELQJ�RI�D�ORFDO�PRVTXH�LQ�$SULO�
����� KDV� GUDZQ� FRQVLGHUDEOH� FRPPXQLW\�
scorn and has undoubtedly brought the  
FRPPXQLW\� FORVHU� WRJHWKHU�� %XVLQHVVHV� 	�
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HGXFDWLRQDO� LQVWLWXWLRQV� SURYLGHG� DVVL� 
VWDQFH�WR�WKH�ORFDO�0XVOLP�FRPPXQLW\�DIWHU�
WKLV� HYHQW�� DJDLQ� GHPRQVWUDWLQJ� WKH� FRP�
PXQLW\�PLQGHG�QDWXUH�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�
 
 The continuing path to achieving har�
PRQ\�WKURXJK�HGXFDWLRQ��LQFOXGH�VWHSV�VXFK�
as running interfaith workshops on a regu�
ODU� EDVLV� WR� EXLOG� DQ� DWPRVSKHUH� RI� WUXVW��
FRQWLQXH�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�*RRGZLOO�&RPPLW�
WHH�VR�DV�HDFK�UHOLJLRQ�FDQ�OHDUQ�IURP�HDFK�
other and ongoing focus on education as 
WKLV� LV� WKH� EDVHOLQH� IRU� DQ\� FRPPXQLW\� WR�
understand and put into practice social and 
UHOLJLRXV�KDUPRQ\�

 

$FKLHYLQJ�5HOLJLRXV�DQG�6RFLDO�
+DUPRQ\�WKURXJK�(GXFDWLRQ���
$�0HGLD�3HUVSHFWLYH
Q  Belinda Sanders

�� :KHQ�,�VWDUWHG�LQ�P\�FKRVHQ�SURIHVVLRQ�
���\HDUV�DJR�WKH�UXOHV�RI�HQJDJHPHQW�ZHUH�
TXLWH�VLPSOH��

� 0\�PHQWRUV�WROG�PH��*R�RXW�DQG�UHSRUW�
WKH�IDFWV��7KH�WUXWK�PDWWHUV��/HW�WKH�VWRU\�WHOO�
itself.

� 6R� LQ� WKDW� UHJDUG� P\� UROH� KDV� QRW�
FKDQJHG��7UXWK�GRHV�LQGHHG�PDWWHU��6WRULHV�
VWLOO�WHOO�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�WKH�IDFWV�PDWWHU�

 However, society itself has changed in 
WKRVH����\HDUV��/LIH�KDV�EHFRPH�PRUH�FRP�
SOLFDWHG� �ZHOO� DW� OHDVW� P\� ÀUVW�ZRUOG� OLIH�
has) as a journalist I know longer spend 
P\�GD\�ORRNLQJ�IRU�VWRULHV�DQG�UHSRUWLQJ�RQ�
WKHP�«�WRGD\�,�PXVW�HQJDJH�WKURXJK�7ZLW�
ter, Facebook, Snap Chat and a host of other 
VRFLDO�PHGLD�FKDQQHOV�

� 7KLV� LV� WLPH� FRQVXPLQJ�� ,� VRPHWLPHV�
IHHO� VWUHVV�RXW�� XQDEOH� WR� FRSH�� DQG� TXLWH�
VLPSO\�WLUHG�

 Yes, it is a full life, but it is also a reward�
LQJ�OLIH��7KHVH�VDPH�FKDQQHOV�KDYH�JLYHQ�PH�
DFFHVV�WR�PRUH�VWRULHV��PRUH�SRLQWV�RI�YLHZ��
PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��PRUH�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�«��
ZHOO��TXLWH�VLPSO\�PRUH�

� %HLQJ�H[SRVHG� WR�PRUH�SRLQWV�RI�YLHZ�
has led to challenge a lot of the things that I 
took for granted. 

� ,�PHDQ�DUHQ·W�ZH�DOO�WKH�VXP�RI�RXU�H[�
SHULHQFHV"�7KHUH�LV�WKH�SKLORVRSKLFDO�GHEDWH�
of nature versus nurture … but I believe 
ZH�DUH�WKH�SURGXFW�RI�ERWK��,�DP�ERUQ�ZLWK�
certain characteristics, but these are further 
VKDSHG�E\�P\�XQLTXH�H[SHULHQFHV�«�H[SHUL�
ences that are solely own.

� :KHQ�P\�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�ERUQ�,�EHJDQ�WR�
VHHN�PRUH�RI�P\�VSLULWXDO�VLGH��0\�KXVEDQG�
and I were both raised as Christians, but 
ZH�KDYH�YHU\�GLͿHUHQW�EHOLHIV��+H�KDG�UHDG�
ZLGHO\��H[SORUHG�%XGGKLVP��,VODP��HYHQ�WKH�
Hare Krishna beliefs … I on the other hand 
had not even settled on what I had believed.
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6LQFH� UHOLJLRXV� OHDGHUV� DUH� YHU\� EXV\�� LQYLWLQJ� WKHP� WR�
YLVLWLQJ�WRXUV�SURYLGH�WKHP�JRRG�FKDQFHV�WR�LPSURYH�WKHLU�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��,Q�0D\�������WKH�WHDP�RI�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�
LQ� 7RRZRRPED� YLVLWHG� 7KDLODQG�� DQG� LW� YLVLWHG� 6UL� /DQND�
LQ�1RYHPEHU� IRU� DWWHQGLQJ� WKH�0XOWL�IDLWK� )RUXP�KHOG� E\�
81(6&2
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� $V�DQ�HGXFDWRU�LQ�P\�FRPPXQLW\�,�VHH�
LW�DV�P\�UROH�WR�EH�OHDGLQJ�WKH�FKDUJH�LQ�DG�
vancing and treasuring the distinct features 
of our city diverse faiths and cultures and 
indeed, (pause) to celebrate their presence 
LQ�RXU�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\��

 I believe it is through education, coop�
HUDWLRQ� DQG� WKH� UHLQIRUFHPHQW� RI� SRVLWLYH�
PHVVDJHV� WKURXJK� WKH�PHGLD� WKDW� ZH� ZLOO�
FUHDWH�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�UHOLJLRXV�KDUPRQ\�
in our city.

 I want a city where all faiths and reli�
JLRQV�FDQ�VWDQG�WRJHWKHU�DQG�FR�H[LVW�SHDFH�
fully … this will allow us all to travel the 
URDG� WR� SHDFH� DQG� KDUPRQ\� ZLWKLQ� RXU�
VHOYHV�DQG�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�

� 7R�QRW�IRFXV�RQ�RXU�GLͿHUHQFHV��EXW�WR�
FHOHEUDWH� RXU� XQLTXHQHVV�� 5HPHPEHU� WKDW�
ZH�DOO�FKDQJH��EXW�ZH�VWLOO�UHPDLQ�WKH�VDPH�
«�ZH�ORYH��ZH�OHDUQ��ZH�PXVW�GR�WKH�ZRUN�
we are chosen to do.

$FKLHYLQJ�5HOLJLRXV�DQG�6RFLDO�
+DUPRQ\�WKURXJK�(GXFDWLRQ�²�
$�)DLWK�3HUVSHFWLYH
Q  )DWKHU�)UDQFR

)DLWK�DQG�6SLULWXDOLW\
 When talking of faith I have concen�
trated on spirituality even if it is only one 
aspect of faith because there are various in�
WHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI�VSLULWXDOLW\�DQG�VRPH�FODLP�
to be independent of any faith tradition.

� 0DQ\� RI� XV� FRPH� IURP� D� FHUWDLQ� IDLWK�
tradition with its particular body of writ�
LQJV�DQG�WHDFKLQJV��ULWXDOV�DQG�PRUDOLW\��$V�
we were being brought up in a particular 
faith tradition we have also been introduced 
to its spirituality because faith traditions are 
facilitators or bearers of a spirituality. Our 
faith, spirituality, attitudes and values were 
DQG�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�IRUPHG�DQG�PRXOGHG�E\�
WKH�SURFHVV�RI�VRFLDOL]DWLRQ�

 There are however other understand�
ings of spirituality. A traditional Christian 
understanding of spirituality would speak 
RI�LW�LQ�WHUPV�RI�D�SHUVRQDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�
*RG�� ,Q� FRQWUDVW��PRVWO\� LQ�ZHVWHUQ� VRFLH�
WLHV��LW�LV�FRPPRQ�WR�VSHDN�RI�D�VSLULWXDOLW\�
ZKLFK�LV�QRW�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�DQ\�RUJDQL]HG�
UHOLJLRQ�RU�LQGHHG�ZLWK�D�EHOLHI�LQ�D�*RG�RU�
D�VXSUHPH�EHLQJ��7KLV�KDV�RFFXUUHG�PDLQO\�
EHFDXVH� RI� GLVLOOXVLRQPHQW�ZLWK� RUJDQL]HG�
religion.
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 This understanding of spirituality is fo�
FXVHG�RQ�FHUWDLQ�KXPDQ�YDOXHV�VXFK�DV�MXV�
WLFH�RU�KXPDQ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�RU�EHLQJ�QRXU�
ished by nature.

6SLULWXDOLW\�)RFXVHG�RQ�9DOXHV
� 7KHUH�DUH�D�YDULHW\�RI�GLͿHUHQW�HPSKD�
VHV� ZKHQ� GHWHUPLQLQJ� ZKDW� FRQVWLWXWHV� D�
VSLULWXDOLW\�UDQJLQJ�IURP�SHUVRQDO�WUDQTXLO�
ity to engaging in the struggle for social jus�
tice. These values can be clustered around 
certain broader principles such as the fol�
ORZLQJ�

� ��+XPDQ�GLJQLW\
� ��6ROLGDULW\
� ��&RPPRQ�JRRG

7KH�UROH�RI�HGXFDWLRQ
� (GXFDWLRQ�KDV�D�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�WR�
SOD\�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�YHU\�PXFK�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�
WKH� SHUVRQ·V� ZHOO�EHLQJ� DQG� JURZWK� DV� D�
whole person in order to discover ones true 
GHVWLQ\��(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�IRUPDWLRQ�LQ�YDOXHV�
is at the centre of this endeavor because the 
YDOXHV�PHQWLRQHG�DERYH�DQG�RWKHUV� OHDG�D�
SHUVRQ�WR�OLYH�D�GHHSO\�KXPDQ�OLIH�

 We also need to learn to be lifelong 
learners because in our encounters with di�
versity and entering into dialogue our own 
world views are challenged and alternative 
SHUVSHFWLYHV� HPHUJH�� $Q� DZDUHQHVV� DQG�
FRQVFLRXVQHVV� WR� UHFRJQL]H� RWKHU� SHUVSHF�
tives needs to be cultivated.

,Q������DQG�������0D\RU�RI�7RRZRRPED�DQG�KLV�WHDP�JDYH�WKHLU�SUHVHQWDWLRQV�LQ�81(6&2�RQ�WKHLU�
DFKLHYHPHQW�LQ�WXUQLQJ�WKH�FLW\�LQWR�D�PRGHO�RI�PXOWL�IDLWK�DQG�PXOWL�FXOWXUH�KDUPRQ\�
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� ,Q� FRPPXQLFDWLQJ� DFURVV� FXOWXUHV� DQG�
faith traditions and in engaging with the 
secular world a concrete set of skills need to 
be developed in a person. Workshops and 
VHPLQDUV� DUH� DOUHDG\� UXQ� LQ� FURVV�FXOWXUDO�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�

 To conclude it is possible to work to�
ZDUGV�D� MXVW�SHDFHIXO�DQG�KDUPRQLRXV�FLW\�
DQG�ZRUOG� EXW� LW� UHTXLUHV� D� FRQWHPSODWLYH�
spirituality which creates the space to listen.

$FKLHYLQJ�5HOLJLRXV�DQG�6RFLDO�
+DUPRQ\�WKURXJK�(GXFDWLRQ
��$�)DLWK�3HUVSHFWLYH
Q  Venerable Wu Ping

 All religions teach people to do good. 
No religion teaches people to be evil. Reli�
JLRQV�DUH�YHU\�EURDG�PLQGHG��7KHLU�HVVHQFH�
LV� FRPSDVVLRQ� DQG� ORYLQJ�NLQGQHVV�� 7KHLU�
JRDO�LV�WR�KHOS�DOO�EHLQJV�HQG�VXͿHULQJ�DQG�
attain happiness.

 When religions work together, this will 
bring great peace to our world. Therefore, 
to achieve world peace, we need to have 
UHOLJLRXV� KDUPRQ\�� )RU� WKLV� WR� KDSSHQ��ZH�
VWDUW�IURP�LQWHUUHOLJLRXV�GLDORJXHV��7KURXJK�
dialogue, we have a better understanding 
RI�HDFK�RWKHU��:H�EHFRPH�IULHQGO\��7KH�PRVW�
LPSRUWDQW�GLDORJXH�LV�WR�OHDUQ�IURP�HDFK�RWK�
HU��7KH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�OHDUQLQJ�LV�WR�EHWWHU�
understand our sacred texts. We do this by 
IRFXVLQJ�RQ�DQG�GHHSO\�GHOYLQJ� LQWR� WKHP��
Without this intensive learning, religious in�
WHUDFWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�VXSHUÀFLDO��2XU�IULHQGVKLSV�
will be shallow, not close.
 
 Only when we deeply understand the 
teachings of our sacred texts, will we real�

L]H� WKH� UHDOLW\� RI� OLIH� DQG� WKH� XQLYHUVH�� ,Q�
GHHG�� ZH� DUH� EURWKHUV� DQG� VLVWHUV�� ZH� DUH�
IDPLO\��ZH�DUH�RQH�HQWLW\��,W� LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�
intensively study and practice our sacred 
WH[WV��'RLQJ�WKLV��ZH�ZLOO�ÀQG�RXU�SXUSRVH�
in the universe. We will know how to show 
WKH�ORYH�RI�*RG�RU�WKH�FRPSDVVLRQ�RI�%XG�
GKDV�� ,I�ZH�GR�QRW�PDNH�DQ�HͿRUW� WR� OHDUQ�
and practice the teachings of our sacred 
texts, we will not have a thorough under�
standing of the teachings. Our actions and 
WKLQNLQJ�PLJKW�YLRODWH�RXU� IDLWK� WUDGLWLRQV��
7KHUHIRUH��ZH�PXVW�FRQVLVWHQWO\�GHHSHQ�RXU�
learning of our own religious texts. When 
we reach certain levels, we can naturally di�
JHVW� DQG� FRPSUHKHQG� DOO� WHDFKLQJV��:KHQ�
we encounter other religious texts, we will 
DOVR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHP�FOHDUO\�

 Ancient people taught us to “focus on 
and delve deeply into one subject for a long 
period.” When we reach a certain level of 
understanding, we will naturally attain pu�
ULW\� RI� PLQG� DQG� XQGHUVWDQG� HYHU\WKLQJ��
7KHQ�ZH�ZLOO� EHFRPH�RQH�ZLWK�*RG�RU� EH�
RQH�ZLWK�WKH�%XGGKDV��:H�ZLOO�PHUJH�ZLWK�
DOO�EHLQJV�IRU�ZH�DUH�RQH��7KLV�LV�WKH�XOWLPDWH�
goal of religious education.  

 Since 1998, Venerable Master Chin 
.XQJ�KDV�EHHQ�LQ�GLDORJXH�ZLWK�FRPPXQLW\�
and faith leaders in Singapore, Australia, 
and other countries. He believes that when 
religions work together, they can lead the 
SHRSOH�WRZDUGV�D�SURVSHURXV��D�KDUPRQLRXV�
nation, and a peaceful world. 

 Master Chin Kung established the 
Pure Land Learning College Association in 
7RRZRRPED��$XVWUDOLD�LQ�������$XVWUDOLD�LV�
a country with diverse faith and cultures. 
7KH�PDLQ�REMHFWLYHV�RI�RXU�DVVRFLDWLRQ�DUH�WR�
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QXUWXUH�%XGGKLVW� WHDFKHUV� DQG� WR�SURPRWH�
interfaith cooperation and awareness.

� :H� KRSH� WKDW�PRUH� RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ZLOO�
UXQ� WKHLU� RZQ�SURJUDPV� RI�PRUDOV�� YLUWXH��
and causality based on their religious teach�
LQJV��:H�EHOLHYH�WKURXJK�WKHVH�SURJUDP�FDQ�
EULQJ�VRFLDO�KDUPRQ\������

 Under the wise leadership and guid�
ance of Venerable Master Chin Kung, and as 
part of Pure Land Learning College Associa�
tion’s social responsibility, we hope to con�
WLQXH�SURPRWLQJ�SURJUDPV�DQG�HYHQWV� WKDW�
can bring about greater understanding and 
happiness in our society.

$FKLHYLQJ�5HOLJLRXV�DQG�6RFLDO�
+DUPRQ\�WKURXJK�(GXFDWLRQ���
$Q�(GXFDWLRQ�3HUVSHFWLYH
Q  0DUN�&UHHGRQ

� (GXFDWLRQ� LV� D�SDWKZD\� WR� D�KDUPRQL�
ous society where cooperative and diverse 
JURXSV� FDQ� H[LVW� LQ� SHDFH�� $� 7RRZRRPED�
school, Darling Heights State School, has 
EHHQ� DEOH� WR� DFKLHYH� WKLV� GUHDP� DQG� KDV�
GRQH� VR� DFFHSWLQJ� WKDW� LW� PXVW� FRQVLGHU� D�
new role for education within its school.

� (GXFDWLRQ�&RQVXOWDQW�%RE�6XOR�� LQ�KLV�
article “What’s the Purpose of Education in 
the 21st�&HQWXU\"µ�GLVFXVVHG�WKH�HDUO\�(GX�
FDWLRQ�V\VWHPV�DV�D�SURFHVV�RI� WHDFKLQJ�IRU�
VXUYLYDO��/LIH�ZDV��DQG�VWLOO�LV�LQ�VRPH�VRFL�
HWLHV��DERXW� OHDUQLQJ� WR�ÀJKW�� IDUP�RU�KXQW�
and therefore to survive.

 Sulo writes, “We have entered a new era. 
The earliest humans were rightly preoccupied by 

survival and educated their children with this is 
mind. Subsequent generations’ conceptualized 
education as a means to support the existing so-
ciety…… both approaches are rooted in the drive 
to survive.”

� (GXFDWLRQ� LV� DJDLQ� PRYLQJ� DQG� H[SH�
ULHQFLQJ� D� QHHG� WR� UHFRQVLGHU� LWV� SULPDU\�
purposes.  Sulo suggests that today’s world 
FDOOV�IRU�DQ�H[SDQGHG�PRGHO�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�DV�
we go beyond the survival level, individual 
RU�VRFLHWDO�VXUYLYDO�� WR�D�V\VWHP�WKDW�QHHGV�
to expands its goals. 

 In his article he proposes the following 
additional goals for education in the 21st 

FHQWXU\�

� �� 7R� KHOS� VWXGHQWV� GHYHORS� WKHLU� 
 individual talents and abilities 
�� 7R� KHOS� VWXGHQWV� UHDFK� WKHLU 
 potential

� �� 7R� KHOS� VWXGHQWV� GHYHORS� LQWR� 
� KDSS\�� UHVSRQVLEOH� PHPEHUV� RI� 
� WKHLU�FRPPXQLW\

� �� 7R� KHOS� VWXGHQWV� XQGHUVWDQG� DQG� 
 appreciate the interconnectedness  
 of all people

� �� 7R�KHOS�VWXGHQWV�UHVSHFW�WKH�
� � HQYLURQPHQW
� �� 7R� KHOS� VWXGHQWV� FUHDWH� DQG� OLYH� 

� D�PHDQLQJIXO�OLIH
� �� +XPDQV� KDYH� PRYHG� EH\RQG� D� 

� VLPSOH�TXHVW�IRU�VXUYLYDO�²�ERWK�RQ�D 
� SHUVRQDO�OHYHO�DQG�VRFLHWDO�OHYHO�²��WR 
� D� TXHVW� IRU� IXOÀOOPHQW�� 6FKRROV� LQ� 
� WKH�QHZ�V\VWHP�PXVW�QRZ�HPEUDFH 
 these new goals and unleash better 
 educational practices that support 
  all students as they strive to 
  create satisfying, purposeful, 

� � IXOÀOOLQJ�OLYHV�
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 Darling Heights State School (DHSS) 
is a school where the new goals are being 
explored and developed as the children of 
the school experience what it is like to live 
in a truly Multi Cultural World and can 
live and express in a safe and encouraging 
HQYLURQPHQW�

 The school has a diverse and culturally 
ULFK� SRSXODWLRQ� FXUUHQWO\� FDWHULQJ� IRU� ����
VWXGHQWV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV������RI�WKHLU�VWX�
GHQWV�KDYH�LGHQWLÀHG�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�IURP�RWK�
HU�FXOWXUHV������FKLOGUHQ�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKH\�DUH�
born overseas. 297 are students who have 
English as a Second Language. Of these stu�
dents, 115 have been given refugee status 
LQ�$XVWUDOLD������RI�WKH�(6/�VWXGHQWV�DUH�DW�
DHSS because they have a parent studying 
at the University of Southern Queensland. 
A further 59 students identify as having 
an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Island back�
ground.

� 7KH\�DUH� WUXO\� D�PXOWL²FXOWXUDO� VFKRRO�
with tolerance and understanding of others 
being features. Anyone visiting the school 
ZLOO�VHH�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�WR��

� �� SURYLGH�D�KDSS\��HQMR\DEOH�DQG�VDIH��
�� HQYLURQPHQW�IRU�WKHLU�VWXGHQWV

� �� HQFRXUDJH�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�SDUHQWDO�
� �� LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�WKHLU�VFKRRO�DQG�
   their childrens’ education  
� ��� FRPPXQLFDWH�DQG�HQJDJH�ZLWK�WKHLU
�� �� ZKROH�FRPPXQLW\
� �� GHOLYHU�WKH�JRDOV�IRU�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH
    21st century

$FKLHYLQJ�5HOLJLRXV�DQG�6RFLDO�
+DUPRQ\�WKURXJK�(GXFDWLRQ���
$�&RPPXQLW\�3HUVSHFWLYH
Q  Kim Walmsley

 I was once told a story of how Toow�
RRPED�JRW�LWV�QDPH��,�JXHVV�\RX�FRXOG�VD\�
LW�ZDV�PRUH�OLNH�D�PRGHUQ�GD\�VWRU\�ZKHUH�
WUXWK�EHFDPH�D�OLWWOH�PL[HG�ZLWK�D�WDOH�

� 7KHUH� ZDV� DQ� $ERULJLQDO� PDQ� JUDFH�
ful, stealthily walking through the lush 
JUHHQ�IRUHVW��NHHQ�WR�ÀQG�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�HDW��
His eyes were wide open searching for sus�
WHQDQFH�IRU�LW�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�PHDO�RI�WKH�GD\�
DQG�PD\EH�WKH�RQO\�PHDO�IRU�WKH�GD\���$V�KH�
heard a noise he quickly glanced only to see 
D�PDQ�DSSHDU� IURP�EHKLQG�VRPH�WDOO�JUDVV�
UHHGV���+H�ZDV�QRW�IURP�WKLV�SODFH��+H�NQHZ�
KH�ZDV�GLͿHUHQW�DQG�KDG�KHDUG�WDON�RI�WKHVH�
QHZ�KXPDQV�VKRZLQJ�XS�DOO�RYHU�WKH�DUHD��
$OWKRXJK��WKH\�ZHUH�GLͿHUHQW�WKH\�ZHUH�WKH�
VDPH���$�ZKLWH�PDQ�ZDLVW�GHHS�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU�
VHHPHG�WR�EH�ORRNLQJ�OLNH�KH�ZDV�WU\LQJ�WR�
GR�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ«EUHDNIDVW�

 As they stopped & starred at each other 
IURP� D� GLVWDQFH� VKDULQJ� D� PRPHQW� RI� H\H�
contact probably pondering on their own 
safety and if the other was going to hurt 
WKHP���,Q�WKDW�EULHI�PRPHQW�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�
WKH�VOXGJH«7KH�ZKLWH�PDQ�\HOOHG�RXW�KRS�
LQJ� WKH� $ERULJLQDO� PDQ� PD\� XQGHUVWDQG�
his tone of friendliness and hand gestures, 
DQG�DVNHG«:KDW·V�WKLV�SODFH"�²�WKH�QDPH��
ZKHUH� LV� LW�� ZKHUH� DUH� ZH�� KHUH"�����ZKLOVW�
pointing at their surrounds…..the Aborigi�
QDO�PDQ�UROOHG�KLV�H\HV�DQG�ZLWK�D�IURZQLQJ��
face looking a little bewildered ending in a 
JUDQG�VPLOH«�KH�VDLG�:220%$�����6R�IURP�
WKHQ�RQ�LW�ZDV�FDOOHG�7RRZRRPED��$�:DNND�
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:DNND� ZRUG� PHDQLQJ� 6:$03� DV� ZKHUH�
WKH\�KDG�PHW�ZDV�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�
D�VZDPS�	�LV�QRZ�WKH�&LW\�&HQWHU�

� 7KH�VSLULWV�RI�P\�DQFHVWRUV�OLYH�DPRQJVW�
the land, the wind that passes through sing 
songs & whispers of its presence. It’s not 
MXVW�D�EORFN�RI�ODQG�DQG�,�FDQ�VD\�IURP�SHU�
sonal experience that it is truly special.

� 7RGD\�,�DP�YHU\�SULYLOHJHG�WR�VSHDN�WR�
\RX�DERXW�WKH�ZLGHU�&RPPXQLW\�RI�7RRZ�
RRPED��2I�FRXUVH�� ,�DP�QRW�DQG�FDQQRW�EH�
involved in everything. What I share with 
\RX� LV�D�PDWWHU�RI�P\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�IURP�
OLYLQJ�LQ�7RRZRRPED�IRU����\HDUV�

� 7RRZRRPED�RQFH�KDG�D�ODUJH�SUHVHQFH�
RI� $QJOR�6D[RQV�� $� SUHVHQFH� QRZ� GLOXWHG�
SRVLWLYHO\� E\� WKH� SURPRWLRQ� RI� SURJUDPV�
DQG� HYHQWV� WKDW� EXLOG� &RPPXQLW\� &DSDF�
ity through awareness and understanding 
of other faiths. This in turn encourages in�
teraction, kindness, friendships and posi�
WLYH� UHODWLRQVKLSV� WKDW� DUH� HPSDWKHWLF� DQG�
V\PSDWKHWLF�ZLWK�RWKHU�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�VRFLDO�
beliefs, past struggles and future hopes and 
GUHDPV��7KHUH� LV� VWLOO� D�ZD\� WR� JR� DQG� WKH�
SRVLWLYH�D΀UPDWLRQV�RI�SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�
are causing proactive results.

� 7KH� FRQQHFWLRQ� LV� RIWHQ� PDGH� RYHU� D�
JRRG�OXQFK�RU�GLQQHU�DW�VLJQLÀFDQW�FRPPX�
QLW\�HYHQWV��,W�KDV�EHFRPH�FRPPRQ�SUDFWLFH�
IRU� UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV� IURP� D� PDMRULW\� RI� GL�
YHUVH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ·V�WR�DWWHQG�PDMRU�HYHQWV�
in support of the organisers cause such as 
:RPHQ·V�*URXSV��6WRS�'RPHVWLF�9LROHQFH��
UDLVLQJ� PRQLHV� IRU� WKH� KRPHOHVV�� ,VODPLF�
football days, Chinese New Year, Festivals, 
0DUNHWV�� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�GD\V�RI� VLJQLÀFDQFH�
WR� ORFDO� HYHQWV�� (YHU\RQH� PDWWHUV�� 7KLV� LQ�

WXUQ�FUHDWHV�D�UHVSHFWIXO�HQYLURQPHQW�ZKHUH�
although faith in itself is diverse there is 
PXWXDO� UHVSHFW� IRU� RQH� DQRWKHU·V� LGHQWLW\�
& interests. For a Catholic could be Indian, 
$Q�$XVWUDOLDQ�D�0XVOLP��$Q�$ERULJLQDO�DQ�
$WKHLVW��:H�FDQQRW�MXGJH�RWKHUV�IURP�ELUWK�
or by choice. Their choice is their busi�
QHVV�DQG�ZLWK� WKHVH�FKRLFHV�FRPHV�UHVSHFW�
IRU� RWKHUV� FKRLFHV�� 7KLV� LV�ZKDW� KXPDQLW\�
VKRXOG�EH��$�SULGH�RI�SODFH�DQG�FRPPRQDO�
LW\�LV�EHLQJ�GHYHORSHG��DV�7RRZRRPED�&LW\�
EHFRPHV�D�&LW\�RI�PDQ\�&XOWXUHV�

� (GXFDWLRQ�JLYHV�RXU�PLQGV� WKH�SRWHQ�
WLDO�SRZHU�RI�NQRZOHGJH��JDLQLQJ�WKH�FDSDF�
ity to work within business to supporting 
RXU�HFRQRP\��IHHG�RXU�IDPLOLHV�	�SD\LQJ�WKH�
bills.  Over the years I have been involved 
ZLWK� VHYHUDO� JURXSV�� *LYLQJ� VXSSRUW� DQG�
ideas and participated as a freelance artist/
FRQVXOWDQW�	�YROXQWHHU��,�DP�LQGLJHQRXV�P\�
way of teaching is for everyone.

� ,� EHOLHYH� LQ�7RRZRRPED� LWV�JURZWK�DV�
D� FLW\� RI� GLYHUVLÀFDWLRQ� DQG� SDWLHQFH�� $O�
though it has its issues it is learning as it 
JRHV�DORQJ��7KH�FRPPXQLWLHV�ZLWKLQ� LW�DUH�
ZKDW�PDNHV� LW� VSHFLDO� DQG� WKH� LQGLYLGXDOV�
are the lights that support change. 

$FKLHYLQJ�5HOLJLRXV�DQG�6RFLDO�
+DUPRQ\�WKURXJK�(GXFDWLRQ����
$�<RXWK�3HUVSHFWLYH
Q  0HLOLQJ�&KRZ

� 7RGD\� ,� DP� YHU\� KRQRUHG� WR� EH� DEOH�
WR� VKDUH�ZLWK� \RX� VRPH� RI� RXU�ZRQGHUIXO�
SURJUDPV� DQG� FROODERUDWLRQV� ZLWK� \RXWKV�
that has been happening in our beautiful 
FLW\�RI�7RRZRRPED��7RRZRRPED�KDV�PDQ\�
GLYHUVH�PXOWL�IDLWK�DQG�PXOWLFXOWXUDO�FRP�
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PXQLWLHV� OLYLQJ� VLGH�E\�VLGH�� ,W� LV� DOVR� DQ�
education hub, with 47 schools, a Tafe and a 
University.

 So what does education look like, feel 
OLNH��WDVWH�OLNH��VPHOO�OLNH��VRXQG�OLNH�WR�\RX"�
<RX� PXVW� EH� ZRQGHULQJ� ZK\� ,·P� VD\LQJ�
this… this is because for young children and 
even adults, education takes place all the 
WLPH�� )URP� WKH�PRPHQW�ZH� RSHQ� RXU� H\HV�
and have contact with the outside world, 
education is already happening without us 
UHDOL]LQJ�LW��

� 7KH�PRVW� FRPPRQ� IRUPV�RI� HGXFDWLRQ�
UHVXOW� IURP� \HDUV� RI� VFKRROLQJ� WKDW�
incorporates studies of a variety of subjects. 
+RZHYHU�HGXFDWLRQ�DERXW�KDUPRQ\�GRHVQ·W�
VLPSO\�KDSSHQV�LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP��,W�KDSSHQV�
when we interact with each other, when we 
have dialogue with each other and when we 
involve ourselves in other cultural activities. 
And especially for youths, education needs 
to be holistic. For youths or anyone to truly 
HPEUDFH� UHOLJLRXV� DQG� VRFLDO� KDUPRQ\��
it has to go beyond the books and TVs. 
Reading and watching doesn’t equate to 
experiencing. 

 So how does one achieve religious and 
VRFLDO� KDUPRQ\� WKURXJK� HGXFDWLRQ"� ,W� FHU�
tainly won’t happen just by sitting in class�
URRPV�� UHDGLQJ� ERRNV� RU� ZDWFKLQJ� GRFX�
PHQWDULHV�� (GXFDWLRQ� FDQQRW� KDSSHQ� LQ�
LVRODWLRQ�� $Q� LPSRUWDQW� UHTXLVLWH� LQ� OLYLQJ�
WRJHWKHU�LQ�KDUPRQ\�LV�PXWXDO�OHDUQLQJ��:H�
QHHG� WR� FRPPXQLFDWH� UHJXODUO\� VR� WKDW�ZH�
FDQ� OHDUQ� IURP� HDFK� RWKHU� DQG� DSSUHFLDWH�
DQG�HQMR\�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�DURXQG�XV��&RQÁLFW�
usually arises when there is a breakdown in 
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�� 3RVLWLYH� LQWHUDFWLRQ� LV� WKH�
key! 

 In order to address the gap with our 
youths not given enough opportunities to 
interact and dialogue with other religions, 
ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�VHYHUDO�SURJUDPV�
to address this.

� �� +DUPRQ\�WRXUV�WR�SODFHV�RI�ZRUVKLS��
�� LQ�%ULVEDQH

� ��� <RXWK�&RQIHUHQFHV�
� �� 3HDFH�3RVWHU�&RPSHWLWLRQ�
� �� <RXWK�*DWKHULQJV�
� �� 6RFFHU�0DWFK
� �� 5DGLR�3URJUDP

 With all this, there is hope that 
KXPDQV�� GHVSLWH� GLͿHUHQFHV� FDQ� FRH[LVW�
KDUPRQLRXVO\��7KHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�EHWWHU�WKDQ�
to invest in our youths, our future assets, 
ZKRP�ZLOO�WDNH�XV�WR�WKH�QH[W�ODS�RI�SHDFH�
DQG�KDUPRQ\��

$FKLHYLQJ�5HOLJLRXV�DQG�6RFLDO�
+DUPRQ\�WKURXJK�(GXFDWLRQ���
$�)DLWK�3HUVSHFWLYH
Q  The Revd Dr Jonathan Inkpin

 No one is an island entire of itself; every one 
is a piece of the continent, a part of the main; 
… any one’s death diminishes me, because I am 
involved in humankind.  And therefore never 
send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls  
for thee. 

� 7KHVH� WUDQVSRVHG� ZRUGV� FRPH� IURP�
-RKQ�'RQQH��RQH�RI�WKH�JUHDWHVW�(QJOLVK�SR�
HWV�DQG�D�IDPRXV�SULHVW�LQ�P\�$QJOLFDQ�WUD�
GLWLRQ�� �7KH\�ZHUH�ZULWWHQ�DV�D�PHGLWDWLRQ�
on death and life and as a profound expres�
VLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�GLYLQH�VROLGDULW\�� �7KH\�HP�
body Christian understanding but they are 
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DOVR� UHÁHFWHG� LQ� RWKHU� ZLVGRP� WUDGLWLRQV��
QRW�OHDVW�%XGGKLVP���7KH\�DUH�ZRUGV�RI�VSLU�
LWXDO�DZDUHQHVV�RXW�RI���th and 17th century 
crises, yet they also speak powerfully to us 
WRGD\���)RU�QR�RQH�FDQ�EH�DQ�LVODQG�WRGD\��QR�
person, no religion, no country.  What hap�
SHQV�� IRU�H[DPSOH�� LQ�3DULV��DͿHFWV� WKH� UHVW�
of the world.  In response to their own trials, 
PDQ\�)UHQFK�SHRSOH�KDYH�VDLG�Je suis Char-
lie Hebdo.  At its best, that is another way of 
saying what John Donne said long ago.  For 
ZKDWHYHU�EHOO�WROOV���LQ�6UL�/DQND��86$��,VUD�
HO�3DOHVWLQH��6\ULD��,UDT��<HPHQ��WKH�&RQJR��
7RRZRRPED��RU�ZKHUHYHU�²�LW�WROOV�IRU�XV�DOO����
6R�LV�LW�WR�EH�D�PRXUQIXO�EHOO�RI�GHDWK��RU�D�
MR\RXV�EHOO�RI�OLIH"��

 This has been a telling last year for 
7RRZRRPED�� DV� ZH� KDYH� EHHQ� SDLQIXOO\�
UHPLQGHG� RI� KRZ� PXFK� ZH� are all bound 
WRJHWKHU���)RU��OLNH�WKH�(QJOLVK�DPRQJ�ZKRP�
I was born and grew up, we Australians live 
on an island, and, like the English, we can 
VRPHWLPHV� IRUJHW�ZH�DUH�ERXQG� WR� WKH� UHVW�
of the world.   In our case, we live on a very, 
YHU\�� ELJ� LVODQG� DQG� LW� LV� D� ORQJ�ZD\� IURP�
RWKHUV���<HW�ZH�DUH�PDGH�XS�RI�SHRSOHV�IURP�
every part of the Earth.  So every day is a 
UHPLQGHU�WKDW�HYHU\�EHOO�WKDW�WROOV�� WROOV�IRU�
us too.   

� 7RRZRRPED�VKDUHG�GLUHFWO\�LQ�WKH�JULHI�
RI�WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�0DOD\VLD�$LUOLQHV�ÁLJKW�
0+��� ODVW� 6HSWHPEHU�� � 7ZR� OHDGLQJ� DQG�
GHHSO\� ORYHG� 7RRZRRPED� GRFWRUV� ZHUH�
on that plane and several others who died 
IURP�RWKHU�QDWLRQDOLWLHV�ZHUH�DOVR�PRXUQHG�
E\�UHODWLYHV�DQG�IULHQGV�LQ�7RRZRRPED���)RU��
nationality, like religious persuasion, is no 
SURWHFWLRQ�IURP�RXU� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ZDYHV�RI�
HYLO���:H�DUH�QRW�LVODQGV���7RJHWKHU�ZH�PXVW�

IRUP�D�QHZ�FRQWLQHQW�RI�FRPSDVVLRQ��D�QHZ�
ZRUOG�DQG�ZHE�RI�ZLVGRP�� � ,Q�7RRZRRP�
ED�ODVW�\HDU�ZH�WKHUHIRUH�FDPH�WRJHWKHU�LQ�
SUD\HU�DQG�PRXUQLQJ�� LQ� WKDQNVJLYLQJ� IRU�
all that had been given and taken away, and 
LQ�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�WKH�ERQGV�
RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� FRPSDVVLRQ�� �:H�KDYH� UH�
newed our pledge to play our part and to 
ask others to join us.  

� 7RRZRRPED�� OLNH� RWKHUV�� ZH� KDYH� WR�
ÀQG�ZD\V�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�HDV�
ily infected by the kinds of fear and suspi�
FLRQ�ZKLFK�ÁRZ�VR�IUHHO\�DFURVV�RXU�ZRUOG�
WRGD\���:KHQ�,VODPLF�6WDWH�RU�RWKHU�H[WUHP�
ists publish YouTube videos, and news and 
VRFLDO�PHGLD�FRQYH\�LQVWDQW�PHVVDJHV�DQG�
pictures of hate to anyone with internet ac�
cess, we know we live in a new era.  There�
IRUH�ZH�QHHG� WR� UHVSRQG�PRUH� DWWHQWLYHO\�
and courageously to the deeper realities of 
ORYH�DQG�VROLGDULW\���,Q�7RRZRRPED�ZH�DUH�
still fortunate that the incessant call to di�
YLGH�DQG�GHVWUR\�RXU�FRPPRQ�KXPDQLW\�LV�
little heeded.  

� 7KH�MRXUQH\�WR�SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�LV�D�
EXPS\�RQH��ZKRHYHU�DQG�ZKHUHYHU�ZH�DUH���
As the great Russian dissident writer Alex�
DQGHU�6RO]KHQLWV\Q�ZURWH�

 If only it were all so simple! If only there 
were evil people somewhere insidiously commit-
ting evil deeds, and it were necessary only to 
separate them from the rest of us and destroy 
them. But the line dividing good and evil cuts 
through the heart of every human being. 

 To be here at UNESCO this year is 
therefore particularly helpful as we seek to 
VWUHQJWKHQ�DOO�RXU�ERQGV�RI�FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG�
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cooperation.  May what we have to share 
WKHUHIRUH� HPSRZHU� XV� DOO� DQG� ULQJ� RXW� WKH�
bells of hope and joy. 

&ORVLQJ�5HPDUN��3UHVHQWDWLRQ�DW�
81(6&2�3DULV����0D\������
Q  +DQLͿ�$EGXO�5D]DN

� 7RRZRRPED� LV� D� VPDOO� FRXQWU\� WRZQ�
rich in culture and diversity. It is noted for 
its voluntary spirit and generosity towards 
helping others. And this has been our asset.  

 In the pursuit of our vision of helping 
WR�HVWDEOLVK�7RRZRRPED�DV�D�PRGHO� FLW\�RI�
SHDFH� DQG� KDUPRQ\��ZH� HQGHDYRU� WR�ZRUN�
ZLWK�HYHU\�VHJPHQW�RI� WKH�FRPPXQLW\��EXW�
this is not always an easy journey. Our jour�

QH\� KDV�� DW� WLPHV�� EHHQ� WHGLRXV�� XQVHWWOHG�
DQG�RFFDVLRQDOO\�FRPSOH[��HYHQ�VRPHWLPHV�
DUJXPHQWDWLYH��7RRZRRPED�LV�D�FRPPXQL�
W\�WKDW�FRQVLVW�RI�QR�OHVV�WKDQ�ÀIW\�HWKQLFLWLHV�
UHSUHVHQWLQJ� GLͿHUHQW� FXOWXUHV�� FXVWRPV��
traditions and beliefs, all living together. 
6XFK�D�GLYHUVLW\�RI�SHRSOH�ZLOO�PRVW�FHUWDLQ�
O\�HPSKDVL]H�WKH�PDQ\�GLͿHUHQFHV�DV�ZHOO�
DV�WKH�PDQ\�VLPLODULWLHV��:H�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�
WR�ZRUN�DURXQG�WKH�GLͿHUHQFHV�WR�VWUHQJWK�
en social cohesion while acknowledging the 
VLPLODULWLHV�WR�SURPRWH�VRFLDO�KDUPRQ\�

 Under the wise guidance of Venerable 
0DVWHU�&KLQ�.XQJ��WKH�0D\RU�RI�7RRZRRP�
ba, who has stood by us, and to the faith 
DQG� FRPPXQLW\� OHDGHUV� ZKR� DUH� VLQFHUH�
and possess a passion for peace and har�
PRQ\��KDYH�JLYHQ�XV�WKH�LQVSLUDWLRQ�WR�FRQ�

3XUH�/DQG�/HDUQLQJ�&ROOHJH�KHOG�D�VHYHQ�GD\�´0RUDOLW\�DQG�9LUWXH�/HFWXUH�6HULHVµ�HYHU\�PRQWK�LQ�&KLQHVH��ZKLOH�
WKH�ÀYH�GD\�VHULHV�RQ�WKH�VDPH�WRSLFV�LQ�(QJOLVK�KDYH�EHHQ�DYDLODEOH�VLQFH�0DUFK�������7KH\�KDYH�EHHQ�SURYHQ�
HIIHFWLYH�LQ�FRUUHFWLQJ�DWWHQGDQWV·�PLQGV�DQG�FRQGXFWV�
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WLQXH�RXU�ZRUN��DQG�ZH�UHPDLQ�KXPEOHG�E\�
their support.

 To help us chart our journey, we are 
JXLGHG�E\�D�VWUDWHJLF�SODQ�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�
an annual action plan. We have placed great 
HPSKDVLV�RQ�GLDORJXH�DW� DOO� OHYHOV� WKDW� LQ�
FOXGH�UHOLJLRXV�HGXFDWLRQ��WUDLQLQJ��IRUXPV��
ZRUNVKRSV�� FRPPXQLW\� LQWHJUDWLRQ� DFWLYL�
ties, focus group discussion and exchange 
SURJUDPV�� � )URP� 9HQHUDEOH� 0DVWHU� &KLQ�
.XQJ�WR�WKH�0D\RU�RI�7RRZRRPED��WKH�IDLWK�
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�� WHDFKHUV��FRPPXQLW\�OHDG�
HUV� DQG� WKH� ODUJHU� FRPPXQLW\� LQFOXGLQJ�
students, have all contributed to helping es�
WDEOLVK�7RRZRRPED�DV�D�PRGHO�FLW\�RI�SHDFH�
DQG�KDUPRQ\�

 The key strategy to our initiative is 
HGXFDWLRQ�� %\� DQG� ODUJH�� 7RRZRRPED� LV� D�
ORYLQJ�DQG�FDULQJ�FRPPXQLW\��+HQFH��DV�D�

JXLGH��ZH� KDYH� DGRSWHG� WKH� )RXU�$OO� (P�
EUDFLQJ�0HWKRGV� DV� RXU� GRFWULQDO� SUHPLVH�
IRU�D�PRGHO�FLW\�

� �� 7KH�3UDFWLFH�RI�*LYLQJ
� �� :RUGV�RI�.LQGQHVV
� �� %HQHÀFLDO�$FWV
� �� &RRSHUDWLRQ

� (DUOLHU��P\�IULHQGV�KDYH�JLYHQ�DQ�RYHU�
view of how we are working towards this 
YLVLRQ�RI�D�PRGHO�FLW\�RI�SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\��
:H� VWURQJO\� EHOLHYH� WKDW�ZH� KDYH� D�PRGHO�
WKDW� FDQ� KHOS� XV� UHDOL]H� RXU� GUHDPV�� 7KLV�
PRGHO� FDQ� EH� HDVLO\� DGRSWHG� DQG� DGDSWHG�
to one’s need. We all desire peace and har�
PRQ\�DQG�WKLV�LV�DOVR�81(6&2·V�ZLVK��:H�
KDYH� WUDYHOHG� HOHYHQ� WKRXVDQG� NLORPHWHUV�
to bring our hope, and also the hope of eve�
U\RQH�KHUH�LQ�WKLV�KDOO��WR�PDNH�WKH�ZRUOG�D�
better place for us and our children. 



Q Chen Yuexi

$�&XOWXUDO�+HULWDJH�IRU�$OO�
$�%ULHI�,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�

7UDGLWLRQDO�&KLQHVH�&XOWXUH

Traditional Chinese culture is cen�
tred on the giving of love and feeling rev�
erence for everyone and everything, and 
Chinese philosophy believes that various 
VFKRROV� RI� WKRXJKW� LQ� WKH� ZRUOG� PDQLIHVW�
the concept of “Onenessµ�LQ�GLͿHUHQW�ZD\V��
7KHUHIRUH�WKLV�HVVD\�DLPV�WR�VKRZ�WKDW�&KL�
QHVH�FXOWXUH� LV�D�FRPPRQ�FXOWXUDO�KHULWDJH�
WKDW� EHORQJV� WR� HYHU\RQH� LQ� WKH� ZRUOG�� LW�
also argues that by putting the teachings of 
DQFLHQW�VDJHV� LQWR�SUDFWLFH��PHQ�ZLOO�HYHQ�
tually achieve the lasting world peace and 
prosperity. 

� 2QH�PD\�ZRQGHU��LQ�DQ�HUD�RI�JOREDOL]D�
WLRQ�DQG�GLYHUVLÀFDWLRQ��KRZ�FDQ�ZH�DFKLHYH�
81(6&2·V� QREOH�PLVVLRQ�� ´%XLOG�SHDFH� LQ�
WKH�PLQGV�RI�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQµ�WKURXJK�WKH�
revival of ancient Traditional Chinese cul�
WXUH"�:KDW�DUH�WKH�YDOXHV�RI�WUDGLWLRQV�LQ�DQ�
DJH�RI�UDSLG�WHFKQRORJLFDO�LQQRYDWLRQV"�

 This essay will answer those questions 
E\�KLJKOLJKW�QRWDEOH�VXFFHVV�IURP�&KLQD�DQG�
analysing the logic and philosophy behind 
those successes. The cultivation of universal 
YLUWXHV�ZLOO�HQDEOH�GLͿHUHQW�SHRSOH�WR�WUHDW�
each other equally and live in the global 
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YLOODJH� KDUPRQLRXVO\� MXVW� OLNH�PHPEHUV� RI�
WKH�VDPH�IDPLO\�� ,W� LV�RXU�KXPDQ�QDWXUH� WR�
UHVSHFW�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�OHDUQ�IURP�RWKHUV�WR�
enrich our own cultural heritage.

��� 2QH�+XPDQLW\��
� 0DQ\�&XOWXUDO�%DFNJURXQGV
 Venerable Master Chin Kung often says 
WKDW� LW� LV� HYLGHQW� KRZ� EURDGPLQGHG� WKH�
Chinese are due to their regular use of the 
saying “all under heaven”. In a speech at 
a UNESCO conference held here last year, 
&KLQHVH� 3UHVLGHQW� ;L� -LQSLQJ� HQFRXUDJHG�
“all under heaven” to respect cultural diver�
VLW\�DQG�WR�OHDUQ�IURP�RQH�DQRWKHU��+H�VDLG�
´&LYLOL]DWLRQV�KDYH�FRPH�LQ�GLͿHUHQW�FRORUV��
DQG�VXFK�GLYHUVLW\�KDV�PDGH�H[FKDQJHV�DQG�
PXWXDO� OHDUQLQJ� DPRQJ� FLYLOL]DWLRQV� UHO�
HYDQW�DQG�YDOXDEOH��FLYLOL]DWLRQV�DUH�HTXDO��
DQG�VXFK�HTXDOLW\�KDV�PDGH�H[FKDQJHV�DQG�
PXWXDO� OHDUQLQJ� DPRQJ� FLYLOL]DWLRQV� SRV�
VLEOH�� FLYLOL]DWLRQV� DUH� LQFOXVLYH�� DQG� VXFK�
LQFOXVLYHQHVV�KDV�JLYHQ�H[FKDQJHV�DQG�PX�
WXDO�OHDUQLQJ�DPRQJ�FLYLOL]DWLRQV�WKH�GHWHU�
PLQDWLRQ�WR�PRYH�IRUZDUG�µ�7KHVH�UHPDUNV�
UHÁHFW�&KLQHVH�URDG�PLQGHGQHVV�GXULQJ�WKH�
SDVW�ÀYH�WKRXVDQG�\HDUV��1RZ�OHW�PH�VKRZ�
\RX� VRPH� KLVWRULFDO� IDFWV� WR� LOOXVWUDWH� ;L·V�
words.

 In the seventh century, Yan Liben paint�
ed a picture of foreign visitors converging 
on the newly established Tang dynasty in 
China. Many convoys, wearing unique at�
WLUH�� WUDYHOOHG� D� ORQJ�GLVWDQFH� IURP� 6RXWK�
east Asia to Chang’an (the capital city then, 
DQG�;LDQ�WRGD\��LQ�$'�������)LJXUH���

� %HVLGHV� WKHVH� FRQYR\V� IURP� WKH� VRXWK��
the early years in the seventh century also 
ZLWQHVVHG�UHOLJLRXV�PLVVLRQDULHV��LQFOXGLQJ�
GLVFLSOHV� RI� WKH� 3URSKHW� 0XKDPPHG� DQG�
1HVWRULDQ� &KULVWLDQV� FRPLQJ� WR� &KDQJ·DQ�
IURP�WKH�:HVW��D�FRVPRSROLWDQ�FLW\�ZDV�WDN�
ing shape then. 

� ,Q� &KDQJ·DQ� WKH� ´PHOWLQJ�SRWµ�� GLSOR�
PDWV�DQG�PHUFKDQWV�IURP�YDULRXV�FRXQWULHV�
OLYHG� LQ� KDUPRQ\�ZLWKRXW� VDFULÀFLQJ� WKHLU�
distinctive lifestyles and traditions. This 
JDYH�ULVH�WR�D�QXPEHU�RI�EHDXWLIXO�DUWZRUN�
WKDW� YLVXDOL]HG� WKH� FXOWXUDO� GLYHUVLW\� LQ�
&KDQJ·DQ��)LJXUHV���DQG�����7KLV�KDUPRQL�
RXV�FRH[LVWHQFH�UHVXOWHG�IURP�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�
of Confucius who taught the Chinese to be 
nice to everyone “under heaven” because 
´DOO�PHQ�DUH�EURWKHUVµ��6R��WKH�&KLQHVH�WKHQ�
ZHOFRPHG�WKHLU�´IULHQGV�IURP�DIDUµ�ZLWK�UH�
VSHFW�DQG�ZHUH�HDJHU�WR�OHDUQ�IURP�WKHP�

)LJXUH����7KH�&RQYR\V�9LVLWLQJ�&KLQD��3DLQWHG�E\�<DQ�/LEHQ��$'����������
���



)LJXUH� ��� $� KRO\� SRUWUDLW� RI� D� &KULVWLDQ� ELVKRS� LQ�
PHGLHYDO�&KLQD��LW�ZDV�IRXQG�LQ�1RUWKZHVW�&KLQD�RQ�
WKH�DQFLHQW�´6LON�5RDGµ�

� 2QH�RI� WKH�ÀUVW�FXOWXUDO�DVVHWV� WKDW� WKH�
&KLQHVH�KDG�FROOHFWHG�IURP�(XURSHDQV�ZDV�
&KULVWLDQLW\��,Q�$'������ZKHQ�(PSHURU�7DL�
=RQJ� KHDUG� WKDW� %LVKRS�$ORSHQ�$EUDKDP�
ZDV�RQ�KLV�ZD\�WR�&KDQJ·DQ��KH�LPPHGLDWH�
O\�VHQW�KLV�SULPH�PLQLVWHU��)DQJ�;XDQOLQJ��WR�
ZHOFRPH�WKH�´5HYHUHQG�7HDFKHU�RI�9LUWXHµ�
LQ�WKH�RXWVNLUWV�RI�WKH�FDSLWDO�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�
his respect for European culture.

 Upon the bishop’s arrival in Chang’an, 
WKH� HPSHURU� UHFHLYHG� KLP� LQ� SHUVRQ� DQG�
DVNHG� KLP� WR� SUHDFK� WKH� GRFWULQH� RI� WKH�
Holy Bible�� %HLQJ� GHHSO\� LPSUHVVHG� E\� WKH�
ELVKRS·V�ZLVGRP��WKH�HPSHURU� LQYLWHG�KLP�
to stay in the palace and translate it into 
&KLQHVH�� 7KUHH� \HDUV� ODWHU�� WKH� (PSHURU�
SXEOLFLVHG�KLV� VXPPDU\�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\� E\�
saying, “The ways to interpret the truth var�
LHV�VR�WKDW�SHRSOH�RI�GLͿHUHQW�FXOWXUDO�EDFN�
grounds can be enlightened in the way that 
VXLWV�KLP�EHVW��7KLV�H[SODLQV�ZK\�VR�PDQ\�
VDLQWV�DQG�VDJHV�KDYH�FRPH�WR�WKLV�ZRUOG�WR�

DOOHYLDWH� DOO� NLQGV� RI� VXͿHULQJV�� 6DLQW�$OR�
SHQ�$EUDKDP� IURP� 5RPH� ZDGHG� WKURXJK�
GLVWDQFH�DQG�GL΀FXOWLHV�MXVW�WR�EULQJ�XV�WKH�
Holy Bible�DQG�WKH�KRO\�LPDJH�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��
He explains the profound and subtle truth to 
XV��,�KDYH�VWDUWHG�WR�UHDOL]H�WKDW��WKRXJK�WKH�
essence and gist of Christianity is explained 
in a very concise way, it has successfully 

)LJXUH� ��� 'LIIHUHQW� SHRSOH� ZLWK� YDULRXV� FXOWXUDO�
EDFNJURXQGV� OLYH� LQ� KDUPRQ\� LQ� &KLQD� ZLWKRXW�
FKDQJLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�IDLWK�RU�OLIHVW\OH�

)LJXUH����3RWWHU\�ÀJXULQH�RI�D�IRUHLJQHU�
ZKR�VHUYHG�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�RI�WKH�7DQJ�
G\QDVW\�
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)LJXUH����$�1HVWRULDQ�WDEOHW�LQ�&KLQD��XSSHU���(XORJL]LQJ�WKH�SURSDJDWLRQ�
RI�WKH�LOOXVWULRXV�SHOLJLRQ�LQ�&KLQD��ZLWK�D�3UHIDFH��FRPSRVHG�E\�D�SULHVW�
RI�WKH�6\ULDF�&KXUFK��$�'������,W�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�HUHFWHG�RQ�WKH�IURQW�JDWH�
RI�WKH�&KXUFK�

$�VFULSWXUH�LQ�WKH�DQFLHQW�6\ULDF�ODQJXDJHV��ORZHU�ULJKW��
7KH�VFULSWXUHV�RQ�WKH�WDEOHW��ORZHU�OHIW���WDON�DERXW�(PSHURU�7DL�=RQJ·V�
ZHOFRPLQJ�RI�%LVKRS�$EUDKDP�DQG�DOVR�UHFRUGV�WKH�HPSHURU·V�HGLFW�RQ�
&KULVWLDQLW\�
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LPSDUWHG�WKH�XOWLPDWH�WUXWK�WR�WKH�
public. So I can say Christianity 
is a very valuable education that 
ZLOO�EHQHÀW�RXU�OLIH�DQG�PDNH�RXU�
world a better place. Therefore, 
I encourage everyone under heav�
en to study it.” (Figures 4 and 5) 
 
� (PSHURU� 7DL� =RQJ·V� ZRUGV��
DOEHLW� LQ� GLͿHUHQW� WHUPV�� FRUUH�
sponds with Venerable Master 
Chin Kung’s teaching, “There are 
PDQ\� UHOLJLRQV� LQ� WKH� ZRUOG� EXW�
WKH\� DOO� PDQLIHVW� WKH� VDPH� KX�
PDQLW\�� UHOLJLRQ� LV� D� SULQFLSOH� HG�
XFDWLRQ�� LPSRUWDQW� WHDFKLQJ� DQG 
UHYHUHG�FXOWLYDWLRQ�RI�KXPDQLW\�µ

� /DWHU� � (PSHURU�*DR�=RQJ 
UHVSHFWHG� %LVKRS� $EUDKDP� PRUH�
than his predecessor Tai Zong by 

)LJXUH����&KDQJ·DQ�LQ�VHYHQWK�FHQWXU\��ORZHU���DQG�DQ�DQFLHQW�PDS�RI�&KDQJ·DQ�SDLQWHG�EHIRUH�QLQWK�FHQWXU\�7KH�
ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�LV�FLUFOHG�LQ�UHG��XSSHU�����



)LJXUH����7KH�UHPDLQV�RI�WKH�FKXUFKHV�IRUP�WKH�7DQJ�
'\QDVW\�LQ�WKH�VXEXUE�RI�;L·DQ��,WV�GHVLJQ�IROORZHG�WKH�
VW\OH� RI� %XGGKLVW� PRQDVWHU\� EXW� LWV� WHDFKLQJV� ZHUH�
1HVWRULDQ�&KULVWLDQLW\��7KLV�LV�HYLGHQFH�RI�FXOWXUDO�LQ-

FOXVLYHQHVV�LQ�&KLQD��,W�LV�QRZ�XQGHU�UHQRYDWLRQ�

EHVWRZLQJ� XSRQ� KLP� WKH� WLWOH� ´7KH� 0DV�
WHU� %LVKRS� RI� WKH� (PSLUHµ� LQ� UHFRJQLWLRQ�
of his contribution of Christian educa�
WLRQ��$W� WKH� UHTXHVW� RI� (PSHURU� 7DL� =RQJ��
WKH� ELVKRS� EXLOW� WKH� ÀUVW� FKXUFK� LQ� &KLQD��
The church failed to survive but another 
RQH� QHDUE\� KDG� EHHQ� SUHVHUYHG�� �)LJXUH� � 
 and 7)

� ��� ,W� LV�ZRUWK�PHQWLRQLQJ� WKDW��GHVSLWH�
WKH�IDFW�WKDW�ERWK�HPSHURUV�ZHUH�%XGGKLVWV�
DQG� DGPLUHUV� RI� 7DRLVP�� WKH\� QHYHUWKHOHVV�
showed great respect for Christianity and 
passionately supported its preaching. The 
WZR� HPSHURUV� ZHUH� IROORZHG� E\� &KLQHVH�
SHRSOH�ZKR�RSHQ�PLQGHGO\�ZHOFRPHG�HYH�
U\�IRUP�RI�UHOLJLRXV�HGXFDWLRQ�

� $W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKH�IRXQGHU�RI�,VODP��
WKH� 3URSKHW� 0XKDPPDG�� WROG� KLV� IROORZ�

ers to “Seek knowledge even to China”, which 
LV� VWLOO� D� IDPLOLDU� VD\LQJ� WR�PDQ\�0XVOLPV�
in Southeast Asia today. In fact, by seek�
LQJ�NQRZOHGJH�LQ�&KLQD��0XVOLPV�KDG�DOVR�
found a way to thrive in China and gradu�
DOO\�IRUPHG�D�QHZ�HWKQLF�JURXS��WKH�“Hui”.

� $� WRPEVWRQH� IURP� WKH� QLQWK� FHQWXU\�
ZDV�IRXQG�LQ�<DQJ]KRX��FRPPHUFLDO�FHQWHU�
of ancient China. It was the epitaph of Mi 
-LX� 1LDQJ�� GDXJKWHU� RI� ,VODPLF� 0HUFKDQW�
0L� 1LQJ� ZKR� FDPH� WR� &KLQD� IURP� WKH�
Middle East. The inscription was written 
in Classical Chinese, praising the Lady 
Mi’s virtues of dutifulness and obedience 
WR� SDUHQWV� WKDW� VKH� KDG� LPSUHVVHG� XSRQ�
her neighbourhood. It reads, “Mi Jiu Niang 
ZDV� D� ZRPDQ� RI� YLUWXH�� D� UROH� PRGHO� IRU�
KHU�IHPDOH�FRQWHPSRUDULHV�WR�IROORZ�µ�6XFK�
HSLWDSK� LQVFULEHG� RQ� WKH� VWRQH� UHVHPEOHG�
WKRVH�RI�&KLQHVH�ZRPHQ��,W�SURYHG�WKDW�0L�
DQG� KLV� IDPLO\� KDG� HPEUDFHG� WKH� &KLQHVH�
YDOXH�V\VWHP³EHLQJ�GXWLIXO�WR�SDUHQWV�DQG�
treating everyone with respect. 

� 0L·V�FDVH�ZDV�RQH�RI�QXPHURXV�,VODPLF�
IDPLOLHV� LQ� &KLQD� ZKR� NHHS� WKHLU� ,VODPLF�
PRUDO� WHDFKLQJV� DW� KRPH� E\� LQFRUSRUDWLQJ�
&KLQHVH� IDPLO\� HGXFDWLRQ� LQWR� WKHLU� UHOL�
JLRXV� SUDFWLFH�� 7KLV� LV� RQH� RI�PDQ\� H[DP�
ples of cultural integration that China has 
witnessed during the past 2000 years. Now�
DGD\V��&KLQHVH�0XVOLPV�DUH�SURXG�WR�EH�GX�
WLIXO�FKLOGUHQ�DW�KRPH�DQG�WR�WUHDW�HYHU\RQH�
with respect in business, holding that these 
DUH� WKH� WUXH� YLUWXHV� WKDW� D�0XVOLP� VKRXOG�
have. 

� 7KHUH� LV� D� &KLQHVH� VD\LQJ�� ´%HFRPH� D�
dutiful child by honoring your parents and 
EH�UHVSRQVLEOH�WR�\RXU�FRXQWU\�VR�WKDW�IDPLO\�
prosperity will last forever.” The Holy Bible 
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also reads, “Honor your father and your 
PRWKHU�� VR� WKDW� \RX� PD\� OLYH� ORQJ� LQ� WKH�
ODQG� WKH� /25'� \RXU� *RG� LV� JLYLQJ� \RX�µ�
�([RGXV� ������� 6R�� E\� DGRSWLQJ� &KLQHVH�
IDPLO\� HGXFDWLRQ� RI� FXOWLYDWLQJ� WKH� YLUWXHV�
RI�EHLQJ�GXWLIXO�DW�KRPH�DQG�EHLQJ�KXPEOH�
LQ� FRPPXQLW\�� &KLQHVH� 0XVOLPV� KDV� DOVR�
successfully preserved their religious 
heritage and passed it down to young 
JHQHUDWLRQ��1RZDGD\V��,VODP�KDV�EHHQ�RQH�
RI�WKH�PRVW�SRSXORXV�UHOLJLRQV�LQ�&KLQD�IRU�
centuries. 

� $� WKULYLQJ� ,VODPLF� FRPPXQLW\� ZLWK�
their origin tracing back to the eighth cen�
WXU\�VHUYHV�DV�DQ�JRRG�H[DPSOH��,W�ORFDWHV�LQ�
;LDQ� �L�H�� &KDQJ·DQ� GXULQJ� 7DQJ� G\QDVW\���
DQG� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� VWLOO� PDLQWDLQV� LWV� ROG�
QDPH�IURP�WKH�7DQJ�G\QDVW\��´Fang Shang”. 
'HYRWH� 0XVOLPV� LQ� ´Fang Shangµ� ÀUPO\� 

DGKHUH� WR� WUDGLWLRQDO� ,VODPLF� HGXFDWLRQ� WR�
this day.

 Today, in the bustling streets of Fang 
Shang�� RQH� FDQ� VHH� ROG�IDVKLRQHG� EDQQHUV�
ZLWK� ,VODPLF� WHDFKLQJV� LQ�$UDELF� ODQJXDJH�
KDQJLQJ� HYHU\ZKHUH�� RQH� FDQ� KHDU� WKH�
calls to prayer now and then. Were it not 
for the Chinese architectural style of the 
PRVTXH� UHVHPEOLQJ� D�&RQIXFLDQ� WHPSOH�� D�
YLVLWRU�ZRXOG�IHHO�DV�LI�KH�ZHUH�LQ�-HUXVDOHP� 
(Figures 8, 9 and 10).
 
� 7KLV�UHÁHFWV�WKH�&KLQHVH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RI�
PXOWLFXOWXUDOLVP��3HRSOH�ÁRFN�IURP�DOO�RYHU�
WKH�ZRUOG�� OLYLQJ� LQ�KDUPRQ\�ZLWK�PXWXDO�
UHVSHFW�GHVSLWH� WKHLU�GLͿHUHQFHV� LQ� FXOWXUH��
7KH\�VKDUH�WKH�FRPPRQ�YDOXH�RI�ÀOLDO�SLHW\�
and reverence while putting their faith into 
practice.

)LJXUH����7KH�IURQW�JDWH�RI�WKH�JUHDW�PRVTXH�LQ�;L·DQ��RQH�RI�WKH�ROGHVW�PRVTXHV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��,W�UHVHPEOHV�WKH�VW\OH�
RI�WKH�7HPSOH�RI�&RQIXFLXV��SURYLQJ�WKDW�WKH�PRVTXH�ZDV�XVHG�DV�D�VFKRRO�ZKHUH�ORFDO�SHRSOH�VWXGLHV�4X·UDQ�IURP�
HUXGLWH�,PDPV��,W�KDV�IRXU�VWDQGLQJ�JUHHQ�SRVWV�WKDW�VD\��´3UD\LQJ�IRU�3HDFHµ�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�JDWH�WR�SURSDJDWH�WKH�
PHDQLQJ�RI�´,VODPµ�
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)LJXUH� ���� 7KH� 0XVOLP� &RPPXQLW\� LQ� ;L·DQ�� LW� ERDVWV�
D� KLVWRU\� RI� PRUH� WKDQ� ����� \HDUV�� %HFDXVH� WKH� JUHDW�
PRVTXH�LV�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�DOOH\��LW�ZDV�QDPHG�´7KH�$OOH\�RI�
(QOLJKWHQPHQWµ���

)LJXUH����7KH�OHFWXUH�KDOO�LQ�WKH�JUHDW�PRVTXH��XSSHU���
7KH�SODTXHV�DUH�LQ�&KLQHVH�VW\OH�ZKLOH�WKH�ODQJXDJH�
LV�$UDELF�� ,W� YLVXDOL]HV� WKH�FXOWXUDO� LQWHJUDWLRQ� LQ� WKH�
HDUO\� GD\V� ZKHQ� ,VODP� ZDV� LQWURGXFHG� WR� &KLQHVH�
SHRSOH��$�0XVOLP�ZDV�SUD\LQJ�LQ�WKH�0RVTXH��ORZHU���
7KH�,VODPLF�WUDGLWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�ZHOO�SUHVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�

� ,Q� DQFLHQW� &KLQD�� &KLQHVH� HPEUDFHG�
the teachings of every religion and treated 
the saints and sages of various faiths with 
LQGLVFULPLQDWH�UHVSHFW��7KH�DQFLHQW�&KLQHVH�
DGGUHVVHG� ERWK� 3URSKHW� 0XKDPPDG� DQG�
Confucius respectfully as Fu Zi (“The 
*UHDW� 7HDFKHUµ��� +HQFH�� LQ� WKH� ÀIWHHQWK�

FHQWXU\��ZKHQ�D�IRUHLJQHU�DVNHG�VRPHRQH�LQ�
*XDQJ]KRX�ZKHUH�WKH�´WHPSOH�RI�WKH�JUHDW�
teacher (Fu Zi Miao)” was, he would be taken 
WR� HLWKHU� D� PRVTXH� RU� &RQIXFLDQ� WHPSOH��
VLQFH�ERWK�ZHUH�DGGUHVVHG�WKH�VDPH�E\�ORFDO� 
SHRSOH�� %HFDXVH� RI� WKH� LQFOXVLYHQHVV� RI� 
&KLQHVH� FXOWXUH�� GLͿHUHQW� HWKQLF� JURXSV� 
FRH[LVWHG� LQ� KDUPRQ\� DQG� HTXDOLW\�� 
As a result, various cultures have been 
preserved and passed down to future 
generations in ancient China. 

� 7KLV� RSHQ�PLQGHGQHVV� GLG� QRW� FKDQJH�
even in the “Age of Discovery” in the 
VL[WHHQWK�FHQWXU\��:KHQ�ÁRFNV�RI�(XURSHDQ�
PHUFKDQWV� VZDUPHG� LQWR� WKH� FRDVWDO� DUHDV��
China adopted a “closed door policy”. 
+RZHYHU�� LW� VWLOO� ZHOFRPHG� WKH� HGXFDWLRQ�
of western sages. Jesuit Priest Matteo Ricci 
�$'� ������������ IRU� H[DPSOH�� ZDV� RQH� RI�
WKH�PRVW�UHVSHFWHG�ZHVWHUQ�VDJHV�LQ�&KLQD��
7KH� &KLQHVH� JRYHUQPHQW� RQO\� ZDQWHG� WR�
UHMHFW� WKH� WKRXJKWV� RI� LQGLYLGXDOLVP� DQG�
PDWHULDOLVP� WKDW� ZHUH� SRSXODU� DPRQJ�
(XURSHDQ�PHUFKDQWV��

���



7KH� ´)LYH�&DUGLQDO�5HODWLRQVKLSVµ�HQFRPSDVVHG�DOO� W\SHV�RI�KXPDQ�UHODWLRQVKLSV��QDPHO\��EHWZHHQ�SDUHQWV�DQG�
FKLOGUHQ�� OHDGHUV� DQG� VXERUGLQDWHV�� KXVEDQGV� DQG� ZLYHV�� MXQLRUV� DQG� VHQLRUV� DQG� IULHQGV�� 7KHVH� ÀYH� W\SHV� RI�
UHODWLRQVKLS�DUH�VXPPDU\�RI�VRFLDO�UHODWLRQV�

 7KH�DERYH�DUH�EXW�WZR�W\SLFDO�H[DPSOHV�
RI�WKH�DEXQGDQW�H[DPSOH�RI�VXFFHVVIXO�PXO�
WLFXOWXUDO�DQG�PXOWL�UHOLJLRXV�LQWHJUDWLRQ�LQ�
&KLQD·V� ULFK� KLVWRU\�� 7KH� %ULWLVK� KLVWRULDQ�
Dr. Arnold J. Toynbee said, “The existing 
FXOWXUHV� DUH�� LQ� IDFW�� DOO� V\QFUHWLVP�� ,� WKLQN�
ZH�PLJKW�GHYHORS�D�ZRUOG�FXOWXUH�ZKLFK�VH�
lected the best out of the regional cultures 
DQG�PDGH� LW� D� FRPPRQ�SRVVHVVLRQ� IRU� WKH�
ZKROH�KXPDQ�UDFH�µ1 In this light, Chinese 
H[SHULHQFHV�SURYHG�VLJQLÀFDQW�UHIHUHQFHV�LQ�
WRGD\·V� PXOWLFXOWXUDO�� PXOWL�UHOLJLRXV� VRFL�
ety as well.

� 1RZ��OHW�PH�VKDUH�ZLWK�\RX�WKH�YLHZV�RI�
western philosophers on the universal val�
ue of Traditional Chinese culture to explain 
the logic and philosophy of the Chinese ap�
SURDFK�WR�PXOWLFXOWXUDO�KDUPRQ\�

��� 8QLYHUVDO�9DOXH�RI�
� 7UDGLWLRQDO�&KLQHVH�&XOWXUH
� :HOFRPLQJ� &KULVWLDQLW\� DQG� ,VODP�
since the seventh century proved that 
WKH� ZLVGRP� RI� WKH� &KLQHVH� FDPH� IURP�
KXPLOLW\� DQG� RSHQ�PLQGHGQHVV�� %ULWLVK�
philosopher Alfred N. Whitehead said in 
his book Adventures of Ideas� WKDW� ´LW� PXVW� 
EH� UHPHPEHUHG� WKDW� &KLQD� DQG� %DJKGDG�� 
at the height of their prosperity, exhibited 
IRUPV� RI� KXPDQ� OLIH� LQ� PDQ\� ZD\V� PRUH�
gracious than our own.” Whitehead’s 
´JUDFHµ�UHVXOWV�IURP�ZLVGRP�ZKLOH�ZLVGRP�
FRPHV�IURP�KXPLOLW\�DQG�RSHQ�PLQGHGQHVV��
All these virtues lead to the recognition 
WKDW�PDQ� DQG� WKH� XQLYHUVH� DUH� RQH� HQWLW\��
Therefore, Mr. Whitehead perceived the 
world as a web of interrelated processes 
and the sense of the oneness gives rise to 

���
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the giving of universal love. Philosopher 
Plotinus proposed the principle of “The 
One” which echoes Chinese philosophy, 
´7KH� XQLYHUVH� DQG� ,� FDPH� LQWR� EHLQJ�
WRJHWKHU��,�DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKHUHLQ�DUH�2QH�µ�
Likewise, Mr. Whitehead also said, “These 
LGHQWLWLHV�RI�SDWWHUQ�LQ�WKH�PXWXDO�UHODWLRQV�
are the Laws of Nature… It presupposes the 
essential interdependence of things.”2   

 It is very interesting to note that Chinese 
SKLORVRSK\� LQ� PDQ\� UHVSHFWV� LV� VLPLODU� WR�
Mr. Whitehead’s who refers to the whole 
universe as one living entity. Professor 
7KRPp�+�� )DQJ� IXUWKHU� FRPELQHG� (DVWHUQ�
and Western philosophy and pointed out 
LQ�������´7KURXJKRXW�WKH�8QLYHUVH�WKHUH�LV�
DQ� DOO�SHUYDVLYH� )OX[� RI� /LIH�� 1DWXUH� DQG�
KXPDQ�QDWXUH�DUH�WZR�LQ�RQH��JLYLQJ�IRUP�WR�
ZKDW�,�KDYH�FDOOHG�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�KDUPRQ\��
D� KDUPRQ\� EHWZHHQ� LQ�JURZLQJ� SDUWV� DV�
ZHOO�DV�D�KDUPRQ\�ZLWK�VXUURXQGLQJV�µ

%ULWLVK�SKLORVRSKHU�$OIUHG�1��:KLWHKHDG�VDLG�LQ�KLV�ERRN�
$GYHQWXUHV�RI�,GHDV�WKDW�´LW�PXVW�EH�UHPHPEHUHG�WKDW�
&KLQD�DQG�%DJKGDG��DW� WKH�KHLJKW�RI� WKHLU�SURVSHULW\��
H[KLELWHG� IRUPV� RI� KXPDQ� OLIH� LQ� PDQ\� ZD\V� PRUH�
JUDFLRXV�WKDQ�RXU�RZQ�µ

���
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� )URP�WKLV�ZH�FDQ�VD\�WKDW�&KLQHVH�DQG�
:HVWHUQ��DQFLHQW�RU�PRGHUQ��DOO�SRLQW�WR�WKH�
universal truth. Just as Professor Fang con�
FOXGHG�� ´,Q� WKLV� IRUP� RI� SULPRUGLDO� XQLW\��
DOO�WKDW�VHHPV�YDULRXV�DQG�DQWLSDWKHWLF�LV�VR�
intrinsically related that it strikes together 
V\PSDWKHWLF� FKRUGV� WR� WKH� DFFRPSDQLPHQW�
RI�D�VRQJ�RI�ORYH��ZKLFK�LV�DQ�HQFRPLXP�RI�
life.”

 Moreover, the Chinese have put  
Plotinus principle of “The One” and 
Whitehead’s “interdependence of things” 
LQWR�SUDFWLFH�IRU�WKRXVDQGV�RI�\HDUV��$W�ÀUVW��
WKH� &KLQHVH� KDYH� IRUPXODWHG� DQ� HͿHFWLYH�
pedagogy that can help everyone live up 
WR�WKLV�SULQFLSOH��UHDGLQJ�D�ERRN�UHSHDWHGO\�
IRU�D�WKRXVDQG�WLPHV�DQG�GHOYLQJ�LQ�D�VLQJOH�
VXEMHFW�RYHU�D�ORQJ�SHULRG�RI�WLPH�XQWLO�WKH�
universal truth between the lines naturally 
HPHUJHV��7KHQ��ZKHQ�0DKD\DQD�%XGGKLVP�
has been introduced in China since the 
ÀUVW�FHQWXU\��LW�KDG�JUHDWO\�SRSXODUL]HG�WKH�
FRQFHSW� DPRQJ� LQWHOOHFWXDOV�� ZKR� LQ� WXUQ��
SRSXODUL]HG� WKH�SHGDJRJ\� WR�DOPRVW�HYHU\�
household who were wealthy enough to set 
up a private school (Si Shu��DW�KRPH�

 Concentrating on a single subject was 
also an inspiring experience that ancient 
European philosophers possessed. Plotinus 
VDLG�� ´7KH� VRXO� PXVW� IRUVDNH� DOO� WKDW� LV� 
external, and turn itself wholly to that 
ZKLFK� LV� ZLWKLQ�� LW� ZLOO� QRW� DOORZ� LWVHOI� WR�
be distracted by anything external…it will 
not even know itself.” However Plotinus’s 
H[SHULHQFH� ZDV� DOPRVW� H[FOXVLYHO\� RZQHG�
E\� D� QXPEHU� RI� HOLWHV� LQ� DQFLHQW� (XURSH� 
On the contrary, ancient Chinese had 
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VXFFHVVIXOO\� SRSXODUL]HG� WKH� WHDFKLQJ� RI�
VDJHV� DQG� HQOLJKWHQHG� QXPHURXV� VWXGHQWV�
ZKR� HYHQWXDOO\� EHFDPH� VDJHV� WKHPVHOYHV��
7KLV�PDNHV�&KLQHVH�SHGDJRJ\�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�
valuable for today’s world.

��� &KLQHVH�:LVGRP��3XWWLQJ�
� 3URIRXQG�3KLORVRSK\�LQWR��
 Practice 
 For centuries, the Chinese have put 
traditions into practice with tact, skill and 
JUDFH�� 7KH� 3URSKHW�0XKDPPDG� WDXJKW� XV�
´$OODK�� WKH� WUXH� *RG�� LV� LQGHHG�PHUFLIXO�µ�
7KH� &KLQHVH� SUDFWLFHG� PHUFLIXOQHVV� E\� 
IXOÀOOLQJ� WKHLU� ÀOLDO� GXW\� WR� SDUHQWV� DQG� 
giving sincere fraternal love to siblings 
DQG� IULHQGV�� 7KH� KXPLOLW\� RI� 6DLQW� 0DU\�
WKDW� LV� HPXODWHG� E\� &DWKROLFV� LV� SUDFWLFHG�
by the Chinese through civility, respecting  
HYHU\RQH� DQG� EHLQJ� DFFRPPRGDWLQJ��
7KH� RPQLSUHVHQFH� RI� *RG�� REVHUYHG� E\� 
Christians in their daily life, is practiced 
by the Chinese through caring for parents 
and everyone in the world, being obedient 
to teachers and elders with respect and  
cultivating the Ten Virtuous Conducts in 
life. 

� 7KH�7HQ�9LUWXRXV�&RQGXFWV�DUH������QRW�
NLOOLQJ�� ���� QRW� VWHDOLQJ�� ���� QRW� FRPPLW�
WLQJ� DGXOWHU\�� ���� QRW� O\LQJ�� ���� QRW� VSHDN�
LQJ�KDUVKO\������QRW�VSHDNLQJ�GLYLVLYHO\�����
QRW� VSHDNLQJ� LGO\�� ����QRW�EHLQJ�JUHHG\� ����
QRW� EHLQJ� DQJU\�� DQG� ����� QRW� KDYLQJ� LP�
proper views. In fact, Chinese borrowed 
WKHVH� JXLGHOLQHV� IURP� %XGGKLVP�� 7KDQNV�
WR� WLPHOHVV� FODVVLF� &KLQHVH�ZULWLQJ�� WKH� UH�
FRUGV�KDYH�SDVVHG�GRZQ�IURP�RQH�JHQHUD�
WLRQ� WR� WKH�QH[W�RQH��PDNLQJ� WKH�ERUURZHG�
guidelines an inseparable part of Chinese 
WUDGLWLRQ�� 1RZDGD\V�� PXOWL�IDLWK� FRPPX�

QLFDWLRQV�ÀQG�RXW�WKDW�WKHVH�DUH�WKH�IXQGD�
PHQWDO�SUHFHSWV�FRPPRQ�WR�DOO�UHOLJLRQV�LQ�
the world.

 In addition, the principle of “The One” 
LQ�&KLQD�JDYH�ULVH�WR�WKH�HWKLFV�DQG�PRUDO�
LW\� WKDW� FHQWUH� RQ� WKH� KXPDQ� EHLQJV³WKH�
“Five Cardinal Relationships” and the “Five 
9LUWXHVµ�� 7KLV� H[SODLQHG� ZK\� WKH� %ULWLVK�
SKLORVRSKHU� %HUWUDQG� 5XVVHOO� DSSUHFLDWHG�
traditional Chinese culture as the future of 
KXPDQLW\�

 The “Five Cardinal Relationships” have 
VHUYHG�DV�PRUDO�JXLGHOLQHV�IRU�WKH�&KLQHVH�
VLQFH� DQFLHQW� WLPHV�� 7KHVH� JXLGHOLQHV� HQ�
FRPSDVVHG�DOO�W\SHV�RI�KXPDQ�UHODWLRQVKLSV��
QDPHO\��EHWZHHQ�SDUHQWV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ��OHDG�
HUV�DQG�VXERUGLQDWHV��KXVEDQGV�DQG�ZLYHV��
juniors and seniors and friends.

 The Five Cardinal Relationships serve 
DV�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�VRFLDO�RUGHU�DW�DOO�WLPHV�
DQG�LQ�DOO�SODFHV��+HUH�DUH�WKH�PDLQ�SRLQWV�WR�
UHPHPEHU�

 1. The natural bonding between parent 
�� DQG� FKLOG³SDUHQWV� PXVW� ORYH� DQG 
�� FDUH� IRU� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� FKLOGUHQ�PXVW 
  be dutiful and respectful to parents.

 2. Distinct responsibilities between 
�� KXVEDQG� DQG�ZLIH³LQ� D� IDPLO\�� WKH� 
� KXVEDQG� DQG� ZLIH� SOD\� GLͿHUHQW� 
 roles. Men are the breadwinners and 
�� ZRPHQ� DUH� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� WHDFKLQJ� 
 their children.

� ��� 5HVSHFW� IRU� SURSHU� RUGHU� EHWZHHQ� 
� HOGHU� DQG� \RXQJHU� VLEOLQJV³WKH 
� \RXQJHU� PXVW� UHVSHFW� WKH� HOGHU� 
 while the elder should guide the 
  younger ones.
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 4. Integrity and fairness between leader 
  and subordinates, and

� �� 7UXVWZRUWKLQHVV� DPRQJ� IULHQGV� DQG 
  peers.

� $OVR�� WKHUH� DUH� )LYH� 9LUWXHV� LQ� &KLQD��
QDPHO\�� EHQHYROHQFH�� KRQRU�� FRXUWHV\��ZLV�
GRP�DQG�WUXVW��,Q�DOO��WKH�)LYH�&DUGLQDO�5H�
lationships and the Five Virtues have been 
HVVHQWLDO�IRU�IDPLO\�KDUPRQ\�DQG�VRFLDO�VWD�
bility.

 Like Europeans, the Chinese believe 
everyone has equal rights to pursue happi�
ness. However, people today are upset and 
WKH�ZRUOG� LV� XQGHU� WKH� WKUHDW� RI� WHUURULVP�
and nuclear warfare. In this case, education 
RI�HWKLFV�DQG�PRUDOLW\�ZLOO�EH�WKH�VROXWLRQ�

� /LNH�PDQ\�DQFLHQW�SHRSOHV��WKH�&KLQHVH�
know that happiness cannot be attained 
PHUHO\�E\�SXUVXLQJ�DGYDQFHG�WHFKQRORJLFDO�
GHYHORSPHQW��NQRZOHGJH�RU�SRZHU��5DWKHU��
LW�LV�ORYH��ZLVGRP�DQG�SURSULHW\�WKDW�PDNH�
SHRSOH�IHHO�KDSS\��7KH�%ULWLVK�KLVWRULDQ�'U��
7R\QEHH�VDLG��´7KH�PRVW�DVWRQLVKLQJ�RI�WKH�
UHYROXWLRQDU\�FKDQJHV�LQ�RXU�WLPH�LV�WKH�LQ�
FUHDVH�LQ�PDWHULDO�ZHDOWK�WKURXJK�WKH�DSSOL�
cation of science to technology. In this, our 
VFLHQWLÀFDOO\�SODQQHG� WHFKQRORJ\� KDV� EHHQ�
VXFFHVVIXO�EH\RQG�DOO�H[SHFWDWLRQV��%XW�WKLV�
VXFFHVV��VR�IDU�IURP�HQVXULQJ�KXPDQ�KDSSL�
ness, has actually not increased it.” Hence, 
he anticipated “the restructured code of liv�
LQJ�� D�PRUH�KXPDQH�DWWLWXGH� WR� OLIH�� DQG�D�
UHQHZDO�RI�FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG�ORYH��3HUKDSV�LI�
PDQ�FDQ�IHHO�WKLV�ORYH�IRU�DOO�OLYLQJ�EHLQJV��
KH�PD\�VXFFHHG�LQ�VXUYLYLQJ�WKH�IXWXUH�µ�

 Fortunately, traditional Chinese educa�
tion provides us the feasible approach to 
LPSDUW� FKLOGUHQ� WKH�SULQFLSOHV�� H[SHULHQFHV�
and practices of the giving of love, the pur�
VXLQJ�ZLVGRP�DQG�WKH�FRQGXFWLQJ�ZLWK�SUR�
priety.

 The Five Cardinal Relationships can 
serve as Toynbee’s “the restructured code of 
OLYLQJµ��DQG�KLV�H[SHFWDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�UHDOL]HG�
by putting The Five Virtues into practice. 
7KH�VXFFHVV�RI�,VODP�LQ�&KLQD�DV�PHQWLRQHG�
above proves that by focusing on ethics and 
PRUDOLW\�� HYHU\RQH� FDQ� ÀOO� KLV� KHDUW� ZLWK�
FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG�ORYH��7KLV� LV�ZK\�&KLQHVH�
cultural heritage is still valuable to every�
one.

 A close observation of the Chinese way 
RI� OLYLQJ� LPSUHVVHG�0U��5XVVHOO�GHHSO\��+H�
held heritage in high regard and found 
WKDW�� WKDQNV� WR� WKH� HGXFDWLRQ� RI� KXPDQ�
LW\��WKH�&KLQHVH�OLYHG�ZLWK�FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG�
ORYH� ZLWKRXW� VDFULÀFLQJ� UDWLRQDOH� RU� GLJ�
nity �. “The Chinese have discovered, and 
KDYH�SUDFWLFHG�IRU�PDQ\�FHQWXULHV��D�ZD\�RI�
life which, if it could be adopted by all the 
ZRUOG��ZRXOG�PDNH� DOO� WKH�ZRUOG� KDSS\�µ�
FRPPHQWHG�0U��5XVVHOO��4

� ´7KH� KDSSLQHVV� GHULYHG� IURP� WKH�&KL�
QHVH�ZD\� RI� OLIHµ� VWHPV� IURP� WKH� ORYH� EH�
tween parent and child, a natural bond that 
JLYHV�ULVH�WR�RWKHU�YLUWXHV�RI�KXPDQLW\��([�
tending such unconditional love to others, 
one will love and respect everyone else in 
WKH�VDPH�PDQQHU�WKH\�WUHDW�SDUHQWV��9HQHU�
able Master Chin Kung concluded, “Filial 
piety is the root of Chinese culture and re�

��%HUWUDQG�5XVVHOO��The Problem of China���1RWWLQJKDP��6SRNHVPDQ������������DQG�����
��,ELG�����
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spectfulness is its foundation. Culture is the 
soul of a people while education serves as 
WKH�OLIHEORRG�RI�D�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�µ�,Q�DOO��WKDQNV�
to its cultural inclusiveness, traditional Chi�
QHVH�FXOWXUH� LV�DEOH�WR�VROYH�WKH�QXPHURXV�
SUREOHPV� LQ� RXU� FKDRWLF� VRFLHW\� RI� WRGD\�
and it deserves our close attention.

��� 7KH�,QVSLUDWLRQ�RI�
� 7UDGLWLRQDO�&KLQHVH�&XOWXUH
� ,Q�WKH�VHYHQWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��WKH�*HUPDQ�
VFLHQWLVW� *RWWIULHG�:�� /HLEQL]� ZDV� GHHSO\�
LPSUHVVHG� DQG� LQVSLUHG� E\� WKH� ELQDU\�
QXPEHU� V\VWHP� DGRSWHG� LQ� WKH� FODVVLF� I 
Ching, ZULWWHQ�PRUH� WKDQ� ������ \HDUV� DJR��
+H�VDLG��́ &KLQHVH�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�ZLOO�HQOLJKWHQ�
the world.” As described in the I Ching, the 
*UHDW� +DUPRQ\� FDQ� EH� DFKLHYHG� LI� HDFK�
LQGLYLGXDO�FDQ�IXOÀO�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�GXWLHV�

FRQWHQWHGO\� DQG� VWHDGIDVWO\� DV� GHPDQGHG�
by their role in society and coexist with one 
DQRWKHU�LQ�KDUPRQ\�ZLWK�PXWXDO�ORYH��

� +RZ�GR�ZH�IXOÀO�RXU�GXWLHV�DQG�UHDOL]H�
WKH�*UHDW�+DUPRQ\"�+XDQJ�'L��WKH�.LQJ�RI�
6DJH� VRPH� ����� \HDUV� DJR�� GHPRQVWUDWHG�
WKH� ZD\� WR� *UHDW� +DUPRQ\� E\� SOD\LQJ�
PXVLF� LQ� WKH� ÀHOG�� +H� VDLG�� ´7KH� DUW� RI�
JRYHUQDQFH��DV�ZHOO�DV�IXOÀOOLQJ�RXU�GXWLHV��
LV� OLNH� SOD\LQJ� PXVLF�� REH\LQJ� WKH� ODZ�
RI� QDWXUH� LQ� PLQG� ZKLOH� UHVSHFWLQJ� ORFDO�
FXVWRPV�DQG�VRFLDO�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�LQ�DFWLRQ��
Successful governance (as well as personal 
VXFFHVV�� FRQIRUPV� WR� WKH� ¶)LYH� &RQVWDQW�
9LUWXHV·��%\�JXLGLQJ�RXU�SHRSOH�WR�SUDFWLFH�
WKHVH�YLUWXHV��P\�FRXQWU\�JRHV�LQ�KDUPRQ\�
with everyone and everything, including 
0RWKHU� 1DWXUH�� 7KXV� WKH� *UHDW� +DUPRQ\�
ensures sustainable prosperity.” In other 
ZRUGV��LI�HYHU\RQH�IROORZV�D�FRPPRQ�PRUDO�
standard and to respect and love each other, 
WKH�KDUPRQ\�ZLOO�EH�UHDOL]HG�LQ�RXU�VRFLHW\�

0U�� 5XVVHOO� IRXQG� WKDW�� WKDQNV� WR� WKH� HGXFDWLRQ� RI�
KXPDQLW\��WKH�&KLQHVH�OLYHG�ZLWK�FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG�ORYH�
ZLWKRXW� VDFULÀFLQJ� UDWLRQDOH� RU� GLJQLW\�� ´7KH� &KLQHVH�
KDYH� GLVFRYHUHG�� DQG� KDYH� SUDFWLFHG� IRU� PDQ\�
FHQWXULHV�� D�ZD\�RI� OLIH�ZKLFK�� LI� LW� FRXOG� EH� DGRSWHG�
E\� DOO� WKH� ZRUOG�� ZRXOG� PDNH� DOO� WKH� ZRUOG� KDSS\�µ�
FRPPHQWHG�0U��5XVVHOO�

*HUPDQ� VFLHQWLVW� *RWWIULHG� :�� /HLEQL]� ZDV� GHHSO\�
LPSUHVVHG�DQG�LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�ELQDU\�QXPEHU�V\VWHP�
DGRSWHG�LQ�WKH�FODVVLF�I Ching��ZKLFK�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�PRUH�
WKDQ�������\HDUV�DJR��+H�VDLG��´&KLQHVH�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�
ZLOO�HQOLJKWHQ�WKH�ZRUOG�µ
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and ecological balance will be restored. Our 
OLYLQJ� HQYLURQPHQW� ZLOO� EHFRPH� SOHDVDQW�
and orderly. 

� )URP� WKLV� ZH� FDQ� VD\� WKDW� WUDGLWLRQDO�
&KLQHVH� FXOWXUH� UHYHDOV� WKH� IXQGDPHQWDO�
SULQFLSOHV� WR� UHDOL]LQJ� JRRG� JRYHUQDQFH��
HͿHFWLYH� PDQDJHPHQW�� DQG� HQYLURQPHQWDO�
protection since the early days that China 
ZDV� WDNLQJ� VKDSH�� %\� XSKROGLQJ� WKHVH�
SULQFLSOHV��WKH�VXVWDLQDEOH�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�
ODVWLQJ�SURVSHULW\�KDYH�EHHQ�UHDOL]HG�GXULQJ�
WKH� SDVW� ����� \HDUV� LQ� &KLQD�� LQGLFDWH� WKH�
VLJQLÀFDQFH� RI� WUDGLWLRQDO� &KLQHVH� FXOWXUH�
for the world today.

 In the subsequent 4,000 years after the 
King of Sage, the Five Constant Virtues were 
H[SUHVVHG�LQ�YDULRXV�ZD\V�E\�VDJHV�IURP�WKH�

East and the West. Love and benevolence 
were proposed by both Jesus Christ and the 
3URSKHW� 0RKDPPHG�� 5LJKWHRXVQHVV� DQG�
SURSULHW\� ZHUH� UHJDUGHG� E\� WKH� *HUPDQ�
ZULWHU� DQG� VWDWHVPDQ� -RKDQQ� :ROIJDQJ�
YRQ�*RHWKH�DV�´WZR�SHDFHIXO�SRZHUV�LQ�WKLV�
world”5� �� ZLVGRP�ZDV� WDXJKW� E\� %XGGKD�
6DN\DPXQL� DQG� WKH� VHQVH� RI� VKDPH� ZDV�
DGYRFDWHG� E\� 0DOD\VLDQ� VWDWHVPDQ� 'U��
0DKDWKLU� ELQ� 0RKDPDG�� $OO� WKHVH� WHVWLI\�
6LQRORJLVW� -RVHSK� 1HHGKDP·V� FRPPHQWV��
´$PRQJ� WKH� WDVNV� RI� LQWHJUDWLRQ� ZKLFK�
KXPDQLW\� LV� QRZ� IDFLQJ� LQ� WKH� SURJUHVV�
WRZDUGV� KLJKHU� IRUPV� RI� RUGHU� DQG� XQLRQ��
none can well be thought higher than the 
FRQÁXHQFH� RI� WKH� (XUR�$PHULFDQ� DQG�
WUDGLWLRQDO� &KLQHVH� FXOWXUH�� 7KH�PRUH� RQH�
VWXGLHV� WKH� WZR�� WKH� PRUH� GR� WKH\� VHHP��
,� IHHO�� OLNH� WZR� GLͿHUHQW� V\PSKRQLHV� E\�
WZR� GLͿHUHQW� FRPSRVHUV� XVLQJ� LGHQWLFDO�
IXQGDPHQWDO�PHORGLHV�µ�� 

�� ´(V�JLEW�]ZHL�IULHGOLFKH�*HZDOWHQ�DXI�GHU�:HOW��'DV�5HFKW�XQG�GLH�6FKLFNOLFKNLWµ��,W�ZDV�WUDQVODWHG�LQWR�(QJOLVK�E\�
� *X�+RQJPLQJ�LQ�����V�DV�´7KHUH�DUH�WZR�SHDFHIXO�SRZHUV�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG��5LJKW�DQG�7DFWµ��*X�+RQJPLQJ��7KH�6SLULW�RI
� &KLQHVH�3HRSOH���3HNLQJ��3HNLQJ�'DLO\�1HZV�����������
6�-RVHSK�1HHGKDP��:LWKLQ�WKH�)RXU�6HDV��WKH�'LDORJXH�RI�(DVW�DQG�:HVW���7RURQWR��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�7RURQWR�3UHVV�����������

0U�� :KLWHKHDG� DOVR� UHDOL]HG� WKH� YDOXH� RI� &KLQHVH�
FXOWXUDO�KHULWDJH�E\� UHDGLQJ� I Ching��KH� WKRXJKW� WKDW�
WKH�PRUH�KH�OHDUQHG�&KLQHVH�FXOWXUH��WKH�PRUH�YDOXHV��
ZRXOG�EH�GLVFRYHUHG�ZLWK�IDVFLQDWLRQ�

Anybody who has been 
VHULRXVO\�HQJDJHG�LQ�VFLHQWLÀF�
work of any kind realizes that 
over the entrance to the gates 
RI�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�VFLHQFH�DUH�
written the words: 
¶<H�PXVW�KDYH�IDLWK�·
The highest court is in the end 
RI�RQH·V�RZQ�FRQVFLHQFHV�DQG�
conviction…and before any 
VFLHQFH�WKHUH�LV�ÀUVW�RI�DOO�EHOLHI�

��0D[�3ODQFN�



���

� ´,GHQWLFDO� IXQGDPHQWDO� PHORGLHVµ� DUH�
HYLGHQW�LQ�WRGD\·V�KLJKO\�JOREDOL]HG�WZHQW\�
ÀUVW� FHQWXU\�� 6LQFH� WKH� NH\� WR� KDYLQJ� D�
SOHDVDQW�OLYLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�OLHV�
LQ�KDUPRQ\�DQG�UHVSHFW��Guidelines for Being 
a Good Person (Di Zi Dui),� D� IXQGDPHQWDO�
textbook in ancient China, provides concrete 
guidance on how to practice respect and 
DWWDLQLQJ�KDUPRQ\�

� ,Q�DGGLWLRQ��$PHULFDQ�VFKRODU�'U�� -RKQ�
Newton published his Moral Standard in the 
21st Century in 1999 to solve today’s thorny 
VRFLDO� SUREOHPV� WKURXJK� PRUDO� HGXFDWLRQ��
7KH� ERRN� UHVHPEOHV� LQ�PDQ\� DVSHFWV�ZLWK�
Di Zi Gui. To this end, he said, a proper and 
HͿHFWLYH�ZD\�WR�VROYH�WKH�SUREOHPV�RI�KXPDQ�
societies in 21st� FHQWXU\�´OLHV� LQ�SURPRWLQJ�
appropriate conduct education.” Chinese 

education on proper behavior has provided 
a valuable reference for Westerners to solve 
WKHLU� VRFLDO� SUREOHPV�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� 'U��
Newton. This echoes Dr. Toynbee’s foresight 
LQ� WKH� ����·V�� ´,Q� WKH� FRPLQJ� ��st century, 
WKH� RQO\� KXPDQ� FLYLOL]DWLRQ� ÀW� WR� OLEHUDWH�
WKH�ZRUOG� IURP� WKH� SLW� RI� JOREDO� FKDRV� RU�
D� FULVLV� LV� WKH� 7KHRVRSK\� RU� :LVGRP� RI�
&RQIXFLDQLVP�DQG�0DKD\DQD�%XGGKLVP�µ�

��� &RQFOXGLQJ�5HPDUNV
 History has proven that the Traditional 
Chinese culture has provided us with con�
FUHWH� DQG� IHDVLEOH� DSSURDFKHV� WR� SURPRWH�
PXWXDO� OHDUQLQJ�� DGPLUDWLRQ� DQG� VXSSRUW�
DPRQJ�KXPDQ�UDFHV��7KH�PRVW�YDOXDEOH�H[�
perience in China is to teach children at an 
early age to be dutiful, respectful, propri�
etary and righteous. 

0D[�3ODQFN�RQ�WKH�FRLQ��GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�KLV�
RXWVWDQGLQJ�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�3K\VLFV�

7KH� +XPEROGW� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI� %HUOLQ� DOVR�
FRPPHPRUDWLQJ�0D[� 3ODQFN� E\� VHWWLQJ� XS�
D�PRQXPHQW� LQ�WKH�&RXU�G·KRQQHXU� LQ�IURQW�
RI� WKH� ZHVW� ZLQJ� RI� WKH� XQLYHUVLW\·V� PDLQ�
EXLOGLQJ�



���

 In recent years, Venerable Master Chin 
.XQJ� KDV� EHHQ� DGYRFDWLQJ� WKH� UHDOL]DWLRQ�
RI� ZRUOG� SHDFH� WKURXJK� KDUPRQ\� DPRQJ�
religions, which in turn, is brought about by 
reviving religious education. He proposed to 
EXLOG�D�PRGHO�FLW\�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�RI�YDULRXV�
cultural backgrounds can live in peace and 
KDUPRQ\��

� 1RZ��9HQHUDEOH�0DVWHU·V�LGHD�KDV�PDWH�
ULDOL]HG� LQ�7RRZRRPED��$XVWUDOLD��ZKHUH�D�
*RRGZLOO�&RPPLWWHH�ZLWK�PXOWL�IDLWK�UHSUH�
VHQWDWLYHV�KDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�D�PXOWL�IDLWK�DQG�
PXOWLFXOWXUDO� FHQWUH� WR� SURPRWH� WKH�PRUDO�
education of various faiths. In this regard, 
Chang’an in 7th and 8th century could be a 
PRGHO� FLW\� OLNH�7RRZRRPED�ZKHUH�&RQIX�
FLDQLVP�� %XGGKLVP�� 7DRLVP�� &KULVWLDQLW\��
DQG�,VODP�FRH[LVW�LQ�KDUPRQ\�

� 7RRZRRPED� IROORZV� &KLQHVH� WUDGLWLRQ�
WR� UHYLYH� PRUDO� HGXFDWLRQ� E\� SRSXODUL]�

LQJ� WKUHH� IXQGDPHQWDO� WH[WERRNV�� QDPHO\��
Guidelines for Being a Good Person (Di Zi Gui), 
The Discourse on Ten Virtuous Conducts and 
7UHDWLVH�RQ�&DXVH�DQG�(ͿHFW��)RU�SHRSOH�IURP�
YDULRXV�IDLWKV��VXFK�WHDFKLQJ�PDWHULDOV�KHOS�
WKHP�LPSURYH�WKHLU�RZQ�UHOLJLRXV�SUDFWLFHV��
ZKLFK� ZH� FDQ� DOVR� ÀQG� LQ�0L·V� IDPLO\� LQ�
DQFLHQW� &KLQD�� 1RZ�� VRPH� &KULVWLDQ� FLWL�
]HQV� LQ� 7RRZRRPED� IHHO� WKDW� WKH�PRUDOLW\�
courses are helpful in practicing “loving thy 
neighbor as thyself.” 

� ,Q�VXPPDU\��WKH�&KLQHVH�FXOWLYDWH�XQL�
YHUVDO� ORYH� WKURXJK� WZHOYH� DVSHFWV�� ´ÀOLDO�
piety, fraternal love, loyalty, trustworthi�
ness, proprietary, righteousness, incorrupt�
LELOLW\�� VHQVH� RI� VKDPH�� EHQHYROHQFH�� ORYH��
KDUPRQ\� DQG� SHDFHµ�� ZKLFK� DUH� WKH� FRUH�
YDOXHV�WKDW�DUH�FXOWLYDWHG�ERWK�DW�KRPH�DQG�
LQ�VFKRRO��6XFK�FXOWLYDWLRQ�RͿHUV�HYHU\RQH�
a feasible practice of the intangible truth of 
Oneness, the holy ideal of loving all equally.

'U��-RVHSK�1HHGKDP�������������ZDV�D�%ULWLVK�VFLHQWLVW��KLVWRULDQ�DQG�VLQRORJLVW��+H�VDLG��´$PRQJ�WKH�WDVNV�RI�
LQWHJUDWLRQ�ZKLFK�KXPDQLW\�LV�QRZ�IDFLQJ�LQ�WKH�SURJUHVV�WRZDUGV�KLJKHU�IRUPV�RI�RUGHU�DQG�XQLRQ��QRQH�FDQ�ZHOO�
EH� WKRXJKW�KLJKHU� WKDQ� WKH�FRQÁXHQFH�RI� WKH�(XUR�$PHULFDQ�DQG�&KLQHVH�FLYLOL]DWLRQV��7KH�PRUH�RQH�VWXGLHV�
WKH�WZR��WKH�PRUH�GR�WKH\�VHHP��,�IHHO��OLNH�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�V\PSKRQLHV�E\�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�FRPSRVHUV�XVLQJ�LGHQWLFDO�
IXQGDPHQWDO�PHORGLHV�µ



���

� 1XPHURXV�KLVWRULFDO�FDVHV�KDYH�VKRZQ�
that Traditional Chinese culture surpasses 
WLPH�DQG�VSDFH�EHFDXVH�LW�VXFFHVVIXOO\�WHDFKHV�
LWV�SHRSOH�WR�EH�EURDG�PLQGHG��FRQVLGHUDWH��
KXPEOH�� UHVSHFWIXO� DQG� FRPSDVVLRQDWH�� 6R��
OHDUQLQJ� IURP� &KLQD� PDNHV� RQH� D� JOREDO�
FLWL]HQ��%\�FXOWLYDWLQJ�WKHVH�YLUWXHV��RQH�FDQ�
EULQJ�DERXW�KDUPRQ\�QRW�RQO\�WR�KLV�IDPLO\��
but also to society and eventually to the 
whole world. Therefore, Chinese cultural 
KHULWDJH�EHORQJV�WR�HYHU\RQH��LW�LV�D�YDOXDEOH�
DVVHW�WKDW�ZLOO�EHQHÀW�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG��

 Learning Chinese culture starts 
IURP� WZR� DVSHFWV�� 2Q� WKH� RQH� KDQG�� VHOI�
cultivation is necessary and essential, which 
WKH� WH[WERRNV� DGRSWHG� LQ� 7RRZRRPED�
SURYLGH� D� JRRG� DFFHVV� WR� VHOI�EHWWHUPHQW��
2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��EHFRPLQJ�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�
Chinese characters and the classic way of 
writing will be the key to access the heritage 
RI� ZLVGRP�� 7KH� YROXPLQRXV� FROOHFWLRQ� RI�
&KLQHVH� FODVVLFV� DQG� FDQQRQV�ZLOO� EHFRPH�

wise teachers who are always ready to 
LPSDUW� WKHLU� H[SHULHQFHV� DQG� ZLVGRP� WR�
you in person. What a wonderful learning 
H[SHULHQFH�RI�VXUSDVVLQJ�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH�

 The objective of learning Chinese 
FXOWXUH�LV�´WR�EHFRPH�D�QHZ�PDQµ��6WXG\LQJ�
ancient classics and cannons, especially 
the “Governing Principles of Ancient China” 
(Qunshu Zhiyao���ZLOO�PRXOG�HYHU\RQH� LQWR�
D� SHUVRQ� RI� ZLVGRP�� 7KH� &KLQHVH� EHOLHYH�
WKDW� ´HYHU\RQH� FDQ� EHFRPH� D� VDJH�µ� ,W� LV�
REYLRXV�WKDW�D�VDJH�RI�WRGD\�ZLOO�GHÀQLWHO\�
LQÁXHQFH�WKH�ZRUOG�LQ�WKH�EUDQG�QHZ�HUD�RI�
JOREDOL]DWLRQ����

 Last but not least, I hope that everyone 
can pay close attention to the valuable 
heritage of the traditional Chinese culture. 
6WXG\� LW��SUDFWLFH� LW� DQG�PDNH� LW�\RXU�RZQ�
OLIH�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�\RX�ZLOO�EHFRPH�D�VDJH�
today. This will be the best way to secure 
SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�



&KLQD·V�ÀYH�WKRXVDQG�\HDU�ROG�WUDGLWLRQDO�FXOWXUH�

LV�D�ZHDOWK�RI�ZLVGRP�IRU�DOO�KXPDQLW\

to be known and studied.

���



9HQHUDEOH�0DVWHU�&KLQ�.XQJ�DQG�
GLVWLQJXLVKHG�JXHVWV��
� 7RGD\��,�DP�PXFK�KRQRUHG�WR�EH�KHUH�WR�
VKDUH�ZLWK�\RX�P\�H[SHULHQFH�RQ� LQFRUSR�
UDWLQJ�WUDGLWLRQDO�FXOWXUH�LQ�P\�EXVLQHVV���

� 1RZDGD\V�� PDQ\� HQWUHSUHQHXUV� FRP�
SODLQ� DERXW� WKH� GL΀FXOWLHV� LQ� UXQQLQJ� D�
business in China, including poor quality 
workers, high labour turnover, ever increas�
LQJ�ODERXU�FRVWV�DQG�VR�RQ��6RPH�HQWUHSUH�

neurs even say they don’t understand why 
WKHLU�VWDͿ�GR�QRW�IHHO�JUDWHIXO�GHVSLWH�DOO�WKH�
KDQGVRPH�IULQJH�EHQHÀWV�WKH\�HQMR\��$FWX�
ally, there are a wide range of sociopolitical 
SUREOHPV� IDFLQJ� &KLQD� WRGD\�� KHFWLF� OLIH��
IDLOXUH�LQ�FDULQJ�IRU�DQG�VXSSRUWLQJ�SDUHQWV��
negligence in educating and providing for 
WKHLU�RͿ�VSULQJ�DQG�ÀQDQFLDO�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�
SDUHQWV��*RYHUQPHQW�OHDGHUV�DUH�FRQFHUQHG�
ZLWK�WKH�IROORZLQJ�LVVXHV��WKH�FRUUHODWLRQ�EH�
WZHHQ� FLWL]HQ·V� KDSSLQHVV� LQGH[� DQG�*'3��

(GXFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�6DJHV�1XUWXUHV�
+DSS\�(QWHUSULVHV���

7UDQVIRUPLQJ�DQ�(QWHUSULVH�LQWR�
D�:DUP�)DPLO\

Q Wu Nianbo 
�&KDLUPDQ�RI�6X]KRX�*RRG�DUN�(OHFWURQLFV�&R��/WG��

���



DLU� SROOXWLRQ� LQ� WKH� FLWLHV�� RYHU� ��� PLOOLRQ�
unattended children in rural area who have 
EHHQ� GHVHUWHG� E\� WKHLU� ZRUNLQJ� SDUHQWV��
VXSSRUWLQJ� HOGHUV�� HQYLURQPHQWDO� SURWHF�
WLRQ�DQG�HFRORJLFDO�FRPSHQVDWLRQ��7KH�URRW�
FDXVH�RI�WKHVH�LVVXHV�LV�KXPDQ�JUHHG�ZKLFK�
EDVLFDOO\�UHVXOWV� IURP�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�JDS�LQ�
HYHU\� DVSHFW� RI� RXU� VRFLHW\�� %\� ´HGXFDWLRQ�
JDSµ�,�PHDQ�LJQRUDQFH�RI�WKH�VDJH·V�HGXFD�
WLRQ�RI�HWKLFV��PRUDOLW\��DQG�FDXVDOLW\��

� 8QIRUWXQDWHO\��PDQ\�HQWUHSUHQHXUV�GR�
QRW�DQDO\]H� WKH� IXQGDPHQWDO� FDXVHV�RI� WKH�
VRFLDO�SUREOHPV�DQG�IDLOHG�WR�DGGUHVV�WKHP�
IURP�ZLWKLQ��7KH\�SUHIHU�WR�VHHN�DVVLVWDQFH�
IURP� H[WHUQDO� VRXUFHV� DQG� WU\� LQ� YDLQ� WR�
VROYH�WKH�SUREOHPV�RYHUQLJKW��)RU�H[DPSOH��
WKH\�ORRN�IRU�DOO�WKH�SRVVLEOH�ZD\V�LQ�EHFRP�
LQJ�RQH�RI�WKH�WRS�����FRPSDQLHV�LQ�&KLQD�
DQG�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�� WKH\�LQWURGXFH�LQWR�WKHLU�

FRPSDQ\� VR�FDOOHG� ´OHDQ� PDQDJHPHQWµ� RI�
WKH� 7R\RWD� 3URGXFWLRQ� 6\VWHP� �736��� WKH�
$PRHED�RU�WKH�6L[�6LJPD��WKH\�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�
(0%$�SURJUDPPHV�UXQ�E\�YDULRXV�EXVLQHVV�
VFKRROV��6RPH�KDYH�HYHQ�WKRXJKW�DERXW�WKH�
SRVVLELOLWLHV�RI� UHSODFLQJ�����������HPSOR\�
ees by 500,000 robots.  

� 7KH� IDFW� LV�� WKH\� GHGLFDWH� WKHPVHOYHV�
WR�DFTXLULQJ�PDQDJHPHQW�VNLOOV�ZLWKRXW�UH�
VSHFWLQJ�WKH�WUXWK�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH³ZKDW�ZH�
call “the Way” in Chinese.    

� $FWXDOO\�� WKH� UHDO� SUREOHP� OLHV� LQ� RXU�
initial intentions. What is the purpose of 
UXQQLQJ� DQ� HQWHUSULVH"� ,V� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS�
EHWZHHQ� HPSOR\HUV� DQG� HPSOR\HHV� VLPSO\�
DERXW� PRQH\"� $V� D� PDQ�� DUH� \RX� DEOH� WR�
GLVWLQJXLVK� EHWZHHQ� ULJKW� DQG� ZURQJ"�
:KDW�LV�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI� OLIH"�2XU�DQFHVWRUV�
and the ancient sages have given us all 
the wise answers. It is just that we, their 
descendants, are either skeptical of their 
GRFWULQHV�DQG�KHQFH�GR�QRW�OHDUQ�IURP�WKHP�
RU�� ZH� XQGHUVWDQG� WKHP� EXW� GR� QRW� SXW�
WKHP� LQWR� SUDFWLFH�� $QFLHQW� &KLQHVH� VDLG��
“to govern the world, half of the book of the 
Analects�RI�&RQIXFLXV�ZRXOG�EH�VX΀FLHQW�µ�
Venerable Master Chin Kung paraphrased 
the saying, “to attain world peace, half a 
passage in the Analects�ZRXOG�EH�VX΀FLHQWµ��
´RUGHU�SUHYDLOV�LI�WKH�OHDGHU�UHFWLÀHV�KLPVHOI�
in words and deeds.” If every entrepreneur, 
politician, and school principal could rectify 
oneself and convince others, such as their 
VWDͿ�� WKH� RUGLQDU\� SHRSOH�� WHDFKHUV� DQG�
students under the guidance of the sages, 
RXU�VRFLHW\�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�KDUPRQLRXV�DQG�
KDSS\��*RRG�DUN�(OHFWURQLFV�KDV�VXFFHVVIXOO\�
LQVWLOOHG� WUDGLWLRQDO� &KLQHVH� IDPLO\� FXOWXUH�
in the workplace over the past four years. 
,� FHUWDLQO\� ZDQW� WR� FUHGLW� P\� KXPEOH�

���

,I�HYHU\�HQWUHSUHQHXU��SROLWLFLDQ��DQG�VFKRRO�SULQFLSDO�
FRXOG� UHFWLI\� RQHVHOI� DQG� FRQYLQFH� RWKHUV�� VXFK� DV�
WKHLU�VWDII��WKH�RUGLQDU\�SHRSOH��WHDFKHUV�DQG�VWXGHQWV�
XQGHU� WKH�JXLGDQFH�RI� WKH�VDJHV��RXU�VRFLHW\�ZRXOG�
EHFRPH�KDUPRQLRXV�DQG�KDSS\��*RRG�DUN�(OHFWURQLFV�
KDV� VXFFHVVIXOO\� LQVWLOOHG� WUDGLWLRQDO� &KLQHVH� IDPLO\�
FXOWXUH� LQ� WKH� ZRUNSODFH� RYHU� WKH� SDVW� IRXU� \HDUV��
0U�� :X� 1LDQER� VDLG�� ´,� FHUWDLQO\� ZDQW� WR� FUHGLW� P\�
KXPEOH�VXFFHVV�WR�WKH�VDJHV��WR�P\�FRXQWU\��DQG�WR�
P\�WHDFKHUV�DQG�OHDGHUV��´

,Q�0D\�������0U��:X�DGGUHVVHG�DW�81(6&2�RQ�WKH�
ZD\�WR�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�D�FRPSDQ\�LQWR�D�KDSS\�IDPLO\�E\�
SUDFWLFLQJ�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�VDLQWV�DQG�VDJH�



VXFFHVV� WR� WKH�VDJHV�� WR�P\�FRXQWU\��DQG�WR�
P\� WHDFKHUV� DQG� OHDGHUV��1RZ�� ,� DP�JRLQJ�
WR� VKDUH�ZLWK�\RX� VRPH�RI� WKH�SUHOLPLQDU\�
UHVXOWV�*RRG�DUN�KDV�REWDLQHG�DW�WKLV�VWDJH���������������������������������������

7UDQVIRUPLQJ�DQ�(QWHUSULVH�LQWR�D�
:DUP�)DPLO\
 To begin with, I would like to share with 
\RX�WZR�UHPDUNV�JLYHQ�E\�WKH�&KLQHVH�3UHV�
LGHQW�;L� -LQSLQJ�DW� WKH�6HYHQWK�&RQIHUHQFH�
of Friendship of Overseas Chinese Associa�
WLRQVFRQYHQHG�RQ���-XQH������LQ�%HLMLQJ�1 
 
� &KLQHVH�FXOWXUH�LV�WKH�FRPPRQ�JHQH�RI�
all sons and daughters of the Chinese na�
tion. I do hope that all of us will continue 
WR�SURPXOJDWH�&KLQHVH�FXOWXUH�EHFDXVH�QRW�
only do we need to absorb the spiritual es�
VHQFH�IURP�LW��EXW�DOVR�ZH�QHHG�WR�SURPRWH�
DFWLYH�PXWXDO�H[FKDQJH�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
EHWZHHQ� WKH�&KLQHVH�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�DQG�RWKHU�
FLYLOL]DWLRQV��7R�HQKDQFH�WKH�PXWXDO�XQGHU�
VWDQGLQJ� DQG� FRPSUHKHQVLRQ� EHWZHHQ� WKH�
Chinese people and the peoples around the 
world, we have to tell China’s story well, 
spread China’s voice well, so as to create a 
VRXQG�HQYLURQPHQW�IRU�WKH�UHDOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�
&KLQHVH�GUHDP��

� 7KH�GUHDPV�WKDW�WKH�&KLQHVH�SHRSOH�DUH�
SXUVXLQJ� DUH� LQ� FRPPRQ�ZLWK� WKH� SXUVXLW�
of happiness by people all over the world. 
Only when the country does well, and the 
nation does well, can everyone do well. 
Only when the world does well, can China 
do well. China will persist in its peaceful de�

YHORSPHQW��&KLQD�LV�D�SRVLWLYH�HQHUJ\�WR�WKH�
ZRUOG·V�SURVSHURXV�GHYHORSPHQW���

��� ([SORULQJ�D�)DPLO\�EDVHG�
� 0DQDJHPHQW�6\VWHP�IRU�
� &KLQHVH�(QWHUSULVHV�
� ´6HOI�FXOWLYDWLRQµ�� ZKLFK� RFFXSLHV� WKH�
OHDGLQJ�SRVLWLRQ�RI� WKH�ERWWRP�XS�ZLVGRP�
RI� JRYHUQLQJ� SURPXOJDWHG� LQ� &RQIXFLDQ�
classics,2 is regarded as the key to bringing 
RUGHU� DQG� KDUPRQ\� WR� D� ELJ� IDPLO\� RI�
VHYHUDO�KXQGUHG�PHPEHUV��:H�DUH�WROG�WKDW�
LQ� DQFLHQW�&KLQD�� RQFH� VHOI�FXOWLYDWLRQ�ZDV�
achieved, the ruler of the country could 
stay idle in his governance. This is what is 
stated in the Great Learning��´)URP�WKH�6RQ�
RI�+HDYHQ�GRZQ� WR� WKH� FRPPRQ�PDQ�� WKH�
cultivation of personal life is the foundation 
for all.” 

� 9HQHUDEOH�0DVWHU�&KLQ�.XQJ�KDV�PHQ�
WLRQHG��´,I�DQ�HQWHUSULVH�FDQ�LQKHULW�WKH�VSLU�
LW�DQG�WKH�IXQFWLRQV�RI�D�IDPLO\�� LW�FDQ�FRQ�
YLQFH� LWV� VWDͿ� XVLQJ� PRUDO� HGXFDWLRQ�� 7KH�
top leader of an enterprise and the chief of a 
FODQ�DUH�DOLNH�LQ�WKH�VHQVH�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�LP�
part virtues such as respect and love, care 
DQG�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��PXWXDO�DLG�DQG�PRGHVW\�
LQWR� WKHLU� PHPEHUV� VR� WKDW� D� VHQVH� RI� EH�
ORQJLQJ�ZRXOG�EH�FUHDWHG��,I�WKH�HPSOR\HHV�
FRXOG� JHW� DORQJ�ZLWK� RWKHUV� KDUPRQLRXVO\�
EHFDXVH�WKH\�WUHDW�HDFK�RWKHU�DV�IDPLO\��WHQ�
VLRQV� DQG� HYHQ� DQWDJRQLVPV�ZRXOG� EH� UH�
VROYHG�FRPSOHWHO\�µ�6XFK�D�YLVLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�
JHQHUDOO\�IXOÀOOHG�E\�*RRG�DUN����
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�����7KH�FRQIHUHQFH�ZDV�FR�RUJDQL]HG�E\�WKH�2YHUVHDV�&KLQHVH�$IIDLUV�2IÀFH�RI�WKH�6WDWH�&RXQFLO�DQG�WKH�&KLQD�2YHUVHDV��
� ([FKDQJH�$VVRFLDWLRQ��7KH�UHPDUNV�RI�;L�-LQSLQJ�LQ�&KLQHVH�FDQ�EH�UHWULHYHG�IURP�WKH�RIÀFLDO�ZHEVLWH�RI�WKH�35&�
� �KWWS���ZZZ�JRY�FQ�[LQZHQ������������FRQWHQWB��������KWP��RU�IURP�WKH�ZHESDJH�RI�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6RFLHW\�RI�)XTLQJ��
� &ODQVPHQ�&R��/WG���KWWS���ZZZ�LDITF�FRP�DOEXP�SKS"SLG ��	DLG ����
��7KH�UHPDLQLQJ�WKUHH�DUH�´SXWWLQJ�WKH�IDPLO\�LQ�RUGHUµ��´JRYHUQLQJ�WKH�FRXQWU\µ�DQG�´DWWDLQLQJ�ZRUOG�SHDFHµ��UHVSHFWLYHO\�



� *RRG�DUN� (OHFWURQLFV� LV� D� VHPL�FRQ�
GXFWRU� FRPSDQ\� RI� 6X]KRX� OLVWHG� LQ� &KL�
na, whose core value is “The value of the 
FRPSDQ\� LV� DOLJQHG�ZLWK� WKH� KDSSLQHVV� RI�
RXU� HPSOR\HHV� DQG� WKH� VDWLVIDFWLRQ� RI� RXU�
FXVWRPHUV�µ� 6WDUWLQJ� IURP� WKH� HQG�RI� ������
*RRG�DUN� KDV� GHYRWHG� LWVHOI� WR� DFWLQJ� DV� D�
UROH�PRGHO� IRU� KDSS\� HQWHUSULVHV� E\� UHO\�
LQJ� RQ� WUDGLWLRQDO� ´IDPLO\� FXOWXUHµ� RI� WKH�
&KLQHVH�SHRSOH��%\�WKH�HQG�RI�������*RRG�
DUN�KDV�JUDGXDOO\�IRUPHG�LWV�´IDPLO\�EDVHG�
PDQDJHPHQW� V\VWHPµ� IRU� &KLQHVH� HQWHU�
SULVHV�����DOVR�GXEEHG�´KDSS\�HQWHUSULVHVµ��
7KLV� PDQDJHPHQW� V\VWHP� LV� FRPSRVHG� RI�
HLJKW�PRGXOHV��LQFOXGLQJ�+XPDQLVWLF�&DUH��
+XPDQLVWLF� (GXFDWLRQ�� *UHHQ� (QWHUSULVH��
+HDOWK�0DLQWHQDQFH��3KLODQWKURS\��9ROXQ-
WHHU�3URJUDPV��+XPDQLVWLF�'RFXPHQWDWLRQ�
DQG�0RUDO�5HVSRQVLELOLWLHV��

��� (LJKW�0RGXOHV�RI�+DSS\�
� (QWHUSULVHV
���� (VWDEOLVKLQJ�WUXVW�EHWZHHQ�HPSOR\HU��
� DQG�HPSOR\HHV�YLD�(PSOR\HH�:HOIDUH�

� 7R�GHYHORS�D�KDSS\�HQWHUSULVH��ZH�ÀUVW�
QHHG�WR�EXLOG�XS�WUXVW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRPSDQ\��
That is why (PSOR\HH�:HOIDUH is considered 
WKH� YHU\� IRXQGDWLRQ� RI� WKH� HLJKW�PRGXOHV��
2QO\�ZKHQ�WKH�HQWUHSUHQHXU�WUHDWV�KLV�VWDͿ�
DV� ´IDPLO\� PHPEHUVµ� FDQ� KLV� HPSOR\HHV�
UHJDUG� KLP� DV� ¶SDUHQW·� RU� WKH� ELJ� OHDGHU� 
,Q� *RRG�DUN�� WKH� HPSOR\HHV� IXOÀO� WKHLU�
responsibilities both at work and in their 
GDLO\�OLIH�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�GHHSO\�LPSUHVVHG�
E\� ZKDW� WKHLU� OHDGHU� GRHV� IRU� WKHP�� $QG�
WKDQNV�WR�WKLV��WKH�HPSOR\HHV�RI�*RRG�DUN��
������ LQ� WRWDO�� QR� ORQJHU� QHHG� WR� SXQFK� LQ�
and out. 

)XO¿OOLQJ
0RUDO�5HVSRQVLELOLWLHV Fruits

+XPDQLVWLF
'RFXPHQWDWLRQ

Branches
and leaves

Roots+XPDQLVW�(GXFDWLRQ

9ROXQWHHU�
3URJUDPV

3KLODQWKURS\

+HDOWK
0DLQWHQDQFH

*UHHQ�
(QWHUSULVH

+XPDQLVWLF�
Care

���



� $V�WKH�DQFLHQW�&KLQHVH�VDLG��´PDWHUQDO�
education is the cornerstone of a peaceful 
world.” In addition, educating a baby dur�
LQJ� LWV� HPEU\RQLF� VWDJH� LV� VXSSRVHGO\� WKH�
ÀUVW�OHVVRQ�RI�PDWHUQDO�HGXFDWLRQ��*RRG�DUN�
KDV�D�QXPEHU�RI�EHQHÀWV�GHVLJQDWHG�IRU�H[�
SHFWDQW�PRWKHUV��,Q�������LW�SURYLGHG�LWV�IH�
PDOH�ZRUNHUV�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�ZLWK�WKH�FRP�
SDQ\�IRU�WKLUW\�IRXU�RU�PRUH�PRQWKV�ZLWK�D�
����KRXU�WUDLQLQJ�FRXUVH�FRPSULVLQJ�HOHYHQ�
WRSLFV��)XUWKHUPRUH��LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�
doctrine of “proper childhood education” 

DV� WDXJKW� E\� WKH� VDJHV�� *RRG�DUN� HQFRXU�
DJHV�\RXQJ�PRWKHUV�WR�DSSO\�IRU�PDWHUQLW\�
leave lasting up to two years. Successful ap�
SOLFDQWV�DUH�HQWLWOHG�WR�D�PRQWKO\�HGXFDWLRQ�
subsidy for their baby during this period.                   

� )RU� PDUULHG� FRXSOHV� ZKHUH� ERWK�
KXVEDQG� DQG� ZLIH� ZRUN� IRU� *RRG�DUN��
WKH\�PD\�EULQJ�WKHLU�FKLOG�WR�WKH�*DUGHQ�RI�
Happiness and Love after school so their 
FKLOGUHQ�FDQ�UHFHLYH�PRUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�ÀOLDO�
SLHW\�GXULQJ�WKHLU�VSDUH�WLPH��)RU�H[DPSOH��

)RU�PDUULHG�FRXSOHV�ZKHUH�ERWK�KXVEDQG�DQG�ZLIH�ZRUN�IRU�*RRG�DUN��WKH\�PD\�EULQJ�WKHLU�FKLOG�WR�WKH�*DUGHQ�RI�
+DSSLQHVV�DQG�/RYH�DIWHU�VFKRRO�VR�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�FDQ�UHFHLYH�PRUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�ÀOLDO�SLHW\�GXULQJ�WKHLU�VSDUH�WLPH�

���



*RRG�DUN� HQFRXUDJHV� WKHLU� HPSOR\HHV� WR�
respect and care for their parents by washing 
WKHLU�IHHW�DQG�VHUYLQJ�WKHP�WHD��2QH�ZRUNHU�
ZDV�DVKDPHG� WR� WHOO� WKH�FODVV� WKDW� VKH�KDG�
never contacted her parents after she left 
KRPH�LQ�DQJHU���

� 7KH�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�RI� WKH�HPSOR\HHV�
DUH�RI�KLJK�SULRULW\�WR�WKH�FRPSDQ\��*RRG�
ark has a special plan for the elderly called 
WKH�´*ROGHQ�(OGHUO\�6FKHPHµ��ZKLFK�RͿHUV�
D�PRQWKO\� SHQVLRQ� WR� SHRSOH� DJHG� ��� DQG�
over. As for the children left behind aged 
EHORZ� ���� WKH\� FDQ� EHQHÀW� IURP� D� FDULQJ�
VFKHPH�VHW�XS�VSHFLÀFDOO\� IRU� WKHP��0RUH�
over, besides receiving a “child support” 
SHQVLRQ� IURP� WKH� FRPSDQ\� IRU� WKHLU� FKLO�
dren, the parents are entitled to enjoy a paid 
DQQXDO�KROLGD\�VR�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�VSHQG�VRPH�
WLPH�LQ�WKHLU�KRPHWRZQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��
&XUUHQWO\�� WKHUH� DUH� RYHU� ���� HPSOR\HHV�
EHQHÀWLQJ�IURP�WKLV�VFKHPH����������

� 6XFK�EHQHYROHQW�DFWV�RI�FDULQJ�DUH�FRP�
PRQSODFH�LQ�*RRG�DUN��,Q�RUGHU�WR�LQFUHDVH�
WKH�SUR[LPLW\�WR�HPSOR\HHV�ZRUNLQJ�DW�WKH�

SURGXFWLRQ� OLQHV�� VHQLRU� PDQDJHPHQW� KDV�
RSWHG� IRU�VPDOOHU�R΀FHV��2XW�RI� WKHLU�RZQ�
YROLWLRQ�� VHYHUDO� GHSDUWPHQWV� KDYH� EHHQ�
PHUJHG� WR� HQKDQFH� H΀FLHQF\�� (PSOR\HHV�
who own cars have voluntarily set up a 
WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ� WHDP� WR� VHUYH� FROOHDJXHV� LQ�
QHHG��6RPH�HPSOR\HHV�KDYH�HYHQ�VHW�XS�D�
barber shop to provide free haircuts. For 
WZR�FRQVHFXWLYH�\HDUV��*RRG�DUN�UHFRUGHG�D�
VLJQLÀFDQW� ULVH� LQ� FXVWRPHU� RUGHUV� MXVW� EH�
fore the Lunar New Year, which is typically 
the peak season. Even then, production line 
workers were encouraged to return to their 
KRPHWRZQV� WR� YLVLW� IDPLO\��ZKLOH�PDQDJH�
PHQW� WHDPV� YROXQWDULO\� VWD\HG� EHKLQG� WR�
FRPSOHWH�WKH�XUJHQW�RUGHUV������������������������

� $V�D� UHVXOW��*RRG�DUN�KDV� VXFFHVVIXOO\�
replaced the usual “penalty” policy with 
PRUDO�HGXFDWLRQ��*RRG�DUN�UHFRUGHG�LQ������
D�\HDU�RQ�\HDU�LQFUHDVH�RI��������LQ�WXUQR�
YHU���������LQ�JURVV�SURÀW�DQG��������LQ�QHW�
SURÀW�FRPSDUHG�WR�������6X΀FH�WR�VD\��VXFK�
VWURQJ� ÀQDQFLDO� SHUIRUPDQFH� UHVXOWV� IURP�
WKH�FRQFHUWHG�HͿRUWV�RI�RXU�ZRUNIRUFH��

%\�WKH�HQG�RI�����������RI�*RRG�DUN·V�HPSOR\HHV�KDYH�GHFODUHG�WKDW�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�EHFRPH�D�YROXQWHHU�VR�WKDW�WKH\�
FDQ�SD\�UHJXODU�YLVLWV�WR�WKH�KRPHV�IRU�WKH�HOGHUO\�RU�IRU�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��(QFRXUDJHG�E\�WKH�YROXQWDU\�ZRUN�RI�*RRG�
DUN·V�HPSOR\HHV��D�GR]HQ�HQWHUSULVHV�KDYH�IROORZHG�VXLW�DQG�KDYH�HYHQ�IRXQGHG�DQ�´$OOLDQFH�RI�/RYHµ�

���



���� +XPDQLVW�HGXFDWLRQ��
� 7KH�URRW�RI�KDSS\�HQWHUSULVHV�

� *RRG�DUN� FRQVLGHUV� LPSDUWLQJ� LWV� HP�
ployees with the doctrines of the sages one 
RI� WKH� WRS� LWHPV� RQ� LWV� DJHQGD�� ,QVWHDG� RI�
ZRUNLQJ�D�VL[�GD\�ZRUN�ZHHN��WKH�ZRUNHUV�
DUH�QRZ�ZRUNLQJ�ÀYH�GD\V�D�ZHHN�LQ�RUGHU�
to leave a full day to study.        

 The ancient Chinese said, “Education 
is essential in building a country and 
governing the country.” During each annual 
PHHWLQJ��ZH�KLJKOLJKW�WKLV�WR�RXU�ZRUNIRUFH��
7R� *RRG�DUN�� HGXFDWLRQ� LV� RI� XWPRVW�
LPSRUWDQFH��,W�LV�KRSHG�WKDW�ZLWK�D�IDYRUDEOH�
OHDUQLQJ� HQYLURQPHQW�� DOO� WKH� OHDGHUV� DV�
well as workers could pick up the habit of 
OHDUQLQJ��&XUUHQWO\�� WKHUH�DUH� WZHQW\�VHYHQ�
FODVVURRPV� LQVLGH� WKH� FRPSDQ\� ZKHUH�

HPSOR\HHV� FDQ� UHFHLYH� PRUDO� HGXFDWLRQ�
daily. In particular, production line workers 
receive wages even during training. The 
WKHPH� RI� WKH� WUDLQLQJ� LV� KRZ� WR� EHFRPH� D�
KDSS\� HPSOR\HH�� WKDW� LV�� KRZ� WR� EHFRPH�
D�JRRG� IDPLO\�PHPEHU��7KH�SXUSRVH� LQ� VR�
GRLQJ� LV� WR� HQFRXUDJH� HDFK� HPSOR\HH� RI�
*RRG�DUN�WR�EHFRPH�D�ÀOLDO�FKLOG�UHVSHFWIXO�
to parents and the elders, a good parent at 
KRPH�DQG�D�FRQVLGHUDWH�SHUVRQ�LQ�VRFLHW\�����������������������

� 7KH�ÀUVW�WR�EHQHÀW�IURP�RXU�WUDLQLQJ�DUH�
WKH�HPSOR\HHV·�IDPLOLHV��$V�IRU�WKH�FRPSD�
ny, we rely on the following criteria to as�
VHVV� WKH� HͿHFWLYHQHVV� RI� RXU� SURJUDPPHV��
ZKHWKHU�WKH�HPSOR\HH�FDQ�WUDQVIRUP�ELWWHU�
ness into happiness, evilness into benevo�
OHQFH�� FRQIXVLRQ� LQWR� DOHUWQHVV�� FRPSOH[LW\�
LQWR� VLPSOLFLW\�� DQG� LQGLͿHUHQFH� LQWR� FRP�
passion.    

)RU�0U��:X��KLV�SXUSRVH�LQ�VR�GRLQJ�LV�WR�HQFRXUDJH�HDFK�HPSOR\HH�RI�*RRG�DUN�WR�EHFRPH�D�ÀOLDO�FKLOG�UHVSHFWIXO�
WR�SDUHQWV�DQG�WKH�HOGHUV��D�JRRG�SDUHQW�DW�KRPH�DQG�D�FRQVLGHUDWH�SHUVRQ�LQ�VRFLHW\����

���



 In 2014, soon after the Lunar New Year, 
*RRG�DUN�KHOG�D�VHULHV�RI�RSHQ�OHFWXUHV�IRU�
LWV� HPSOR\HHV� DV�ZHOO� DV� WKH� HPSOR\HHV�RI�
*RRG�DUN·V� EXVLQHVV� SDUWQHUV� XQGHU� WKH�
WKHPH� RI� WUDGLWLRQDO� &KLQHVH� FXOWXUH� DQG�
PRUDOLW\�� $OVR�� WUDLQLQJ� SURJUDPPHV� IRU�
the whole workforce followed since June, 
which is one of the peak production seasons 
RI�WKH�\HDU��%XW�WKH�&RPSDQ\�IDFLOLWDWHG�WKH�
production lines to continue their learning 
RI�&RQIXFLDQ�ÀOLDO� SLHW\� DQG� WKH�%XGGKLVW�
ODZ� RI� FDXVH� DQG� HͿHFW� E\�ZRUNLQJ� RXW� D�
roster which allowed the workers to work 
in shifts and participate in the learning ses�
VLRQV� DW� WKH� VDPH� WLPH��$IWHU� WKH� WUDLQLQJ��
PDQ\� ZRUNHUV� VXFFHHGHG� LQ� TXLWWLQJ� EDG�
KDELWV� OLNH� VPRNLQJ� DQG� JDPEOLQJ�� HDWLQJ�
OHVV� PHDW�� IHHOLQJ� UHPRUVH� IRU� LUUHVSRQVL�
ble behaviour to their parents and even di�
vorced couples were reconciled.           

� 2QH�QHZ�HPSOR\HH�VKDUHG�WKH�IROORZ�
LQJ� ZLWK� KHU� FR�ZRUNHUV�� ´7KH� ÀUVW� GD\�
ZKHQ�,�HQWHUHG�WKH�FODVVURRP��,�OHDUQW�WKDW�
¶+RZ�WR�OD\�D�VROLG�IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�KDUPRQ\�
DQG�SURVSHULW\�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\"·�ZDV�WKH�WRSLF�
RI�WKH�GD\��,PPHGLDWHO\��,�IHOW�P\VHOI�DERXW�
WR�FROODSVH�DV�,�ZDV�D�GLYRUFHH��$W�WKH�WLPH�,�
KDG�QRWKLQJ��HYHQ�P\�FKLOG�ZDV�WDNHQ�DZD\�
E\�P\�H[�KXVEDQG��0\�ELWWHUQHVV�OHG�PH�WR�
ZDQW�WR�EXUQ�P\�H[�KXVEDQG·V�KRXVH�GRZQ��
6R�,�ZDV�LQ�SDLQ�ZKHQ�,�ÀUVW�OLVWHQHG�WR�ZKDW�
WKH�WHDFKHU�WROG�XV��%XW�QRZ��,�ZDQW�WR�VD\��,�
FDQQRW�RQO\�EODPH�KLP�DQG�KLV�SDUHQWV�IRU�
RXU� GLYRUFH�� ,·P� DOVR� UHVSRQVLEOH�� 6R�� ,·YH�
decided to let go.” 

� (DFK�WLPH�D�WUDLQLQJ�VHVVLRQ�LV�FRPSOHW�
HG��WKH�HPSOR\HHV�RI�*RRG�DUN�ZRXOG�SRVW�
on the notice board their “happy agree�
PHQWVµ��VXFK�DV�WR�SURPLVH�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�D�

$OVR�� WUDLQLQJ� SURJUDPPHV� IRU� WKH� ZKROH� ZRUNIRUFH� IROORZHG� VLQFH� -XQH�� ZKLFK� LV� RQH� RI� WKH� SHDN� SURGXFWLRQ�
VHDVRQV�RI�WKH�\HDU��%XW�WKH�&RPSDQ\�IDFLOLWDWHG�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�OLQHV�WR�FRQWLQXH�WKHLU�OHDUQLQJ�RI�&RQIXFLDQ�ÀOLDO�
SLHW\�DQG�WKH�%XGGKLVW�ODZ�RI�FDXVH�DQG�HIIHFW�E\�ZRUNLQJ�RXW�D�URVWHU�ZKLFK�DOORZHG�WKH�ZRUNHUV�WR�ZRUN�LQ�VKLIWV�
DQG�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�OHDUQLQJ�VHVVLRQV�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��$IWHU�WKH�WUDLQLQJ��PDQ\�ZRUNHUV�VXFFHHGHG�LQ�TXLWWLQJ�EDG�
KDELWV�OLNH�VPRNLQJ�DQG�JDPEOLQJ��HDWLQJ�OHVV�PHDW��IHHOLQJ�UHPRUVH�IRU�LUUHVSRQVLEOH�EHKDYLRU�WR�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�DQG�
HYHQ�GLYRUFHG�FRXSOHV�ZHUH�UHFRQFLOHG��

���



phone call at least twice a week, not to play 
ZLWK�WKHLU�VPDUW�SKRQH�LQ�IURQW�RI�FKLOGUHQ�
and the elderly, to respect their parents’ liv�
LQJ�KDELWV��DQG�WR�SURWHFW�RXU�HQYLURQPHQW������

���� )XOÀOOLQJ�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�ZLWK�
� JUDWLWXGH

� $IWHU� WUDLQLQJ�� WKH� HPSOR\HHV� KDYH� D�
JRRG� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� KRZ� WR� IXOÀOO� WKHLU�
responsibilities and so good habits such as 
´EHLQJ�ÀOLDO����KRXUV�D�GD\µ�DQG�´EUHDNLQJ�
GRZQ� KDELWXDO� WKLQNLQJµ� EHFRPH� IDPLOLDU�
WR�WKHP��%HIRUH�WKH�WUDLQLQJ��WKH�HPSOR\HHV�
ZRXOG� UHVXPH� ZRUNLQJ� XQWLO� �� S�P�� DIWHU�
their long holidays such as the Lunar New 
<HDU�RU�WKH�1DWLRQDO�'D\��%XW�QRZ��WKH\�UH�
SRUW�WR�GXW\�DW���D�P��DQG�VWDUW�ZRUNLQJ�DW���
D�P��VKDUS�DIWHU�WKH�ORQJ�KROLGD\V���

� /HW� PH� FLWH� RQH� PRUH� H[DPSOH� KHUH��
*RRG�DUN�ERXJKW� WHQ�QHZ�SLHFHV�RI� HTXLS�
PHQW�IRU�LWV�SURGXFWLRQ�OLQHV�QRW�ORQJ�DJR��,Q�
the past, the installation and testing would 
QRUPDOO\�WDNH�DW�OHDVW�ÀYH�IXOO�GD\V��%XW�WKLV�
WLPH��ZH�RQO\�WRRN�WKLUW\�VL[�KRXUV�WR�FRP�
plete the process. 

� 0HDQZKLOH�� WR� GHPRQVWUDWH� WKH� FRQ�
FHUQ� DQG� UHVSHFW� IRU� WKH� P\ULDG� RI� WKLQJV�
VXUURXQGLQJ� XV�� *RRG�DUN� SDUWLFLSDWHV� DF�
WLYHO\� LQ� WKH� SURPRWLRQ� RI� HQYLURQPHQWDO�
protection and charitable activities. For ex�
DPSOH�� HPSOR\HHV� DUH� HQFRXUDJHG� WR� WDNH�
ORZ�FDUERQ� FRPPXWHV� RU� EXVLQHVV� WULSV��
)RU� FDU� RZQHUV�� WKH� FRPSDQ\� HQFRXUDJHV�
WKHP�WR�GULYH�RQH�GD\�OHVV�GXULQJ�WKH�ZHHN��
:KHQ� JRLQJ� RQ� EXVLQHVV� WULSV�� HPSOR\HHV�
DUH� HQFRXUDJHG� WR� EULQJ� ZLWK� WKHP� WKHLU�
own drinking cup and tooth brush.         
 
� *RRG�DUN� LV� FRQFHUQHG� IRU� WKH� KHDOWK�
RI� LWV� HPSOR\HHV� DV� ZHOO� DV� WKHLU� IDPLO\�

PHPEHUV��$�FOLQLF�DQG�D�IDUP�ZHUH�FUHDWHG�
and because of this, the WHO conferred 
RQ� *RRG�DUN� WKH� TXDOLÀFDWLRQ� RI� ´KHDOWK\�
workplace”. In addition, by the end of 2014, 
����RI�*RRG�DUN·V�HPSOR\HHV�KDYH�GHFODUHG�
WKDW�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�EHFRPH�D�YROXQWHHU�VR�WKDW�
WKH\�FDQ�SD\�UHJXODU�YLVLWV�WR�WKH�KRPHV�IRU�
WKH�HOGHUO\�RU�IRU�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��%HIRUH��VRPH�
children would react violently when they 
VDZ� YROXQWHHUV�� %XW� QRZ�� WKH\�ZRXOG� UXQ�
TXLFNO\�WRZDUGV�WKH�YROXQWHHUV�RI�*RRG�DUN�
DQG�JUHHW�WKHP�ZLWK�́ 0XPP\µ�RU�́ 'DGG\µ�
happily. More than that, inspired by the vol�
XQWDU\� ZRUN� RI� *RRG�DUN·V� HPSOR\HHV�� D�
GR]HQ� HQWHUSULVHV� KDYH� IROORZHG� VXLW� DQG�
have even founded an “Alliance of Love”. 

� ,Q�VXPPDU\�� WKH� OHDGHUV�KDYH�WR�PDQ�
DJH� DQG� HGXFDWH� WKHPVHOYHV� ZHOO� EHIRUH�
WKH\� FDQ� LQÁXHQFH� WKHLU� VXERUGLQDWHV� DQG�
HYHQWXDOO\�� HYHU\RQH� LQ� WKH� FRPSDQ\� ZLOO�
EHFRPH�VHOI�GLVFLSOLQHG�

*RRG�DUN�LV�FRQFHUQHG�
IRU�WKH�KHDOWK�RI�LWV�

HPSOR\HHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�
WKHLU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��

$�FOLQLF�DQG�D�IDUP�
ZHUH�FUHDWHG�DQG�
EHFDXVH�RI�WKLV��

WKH�:+2�FRQIHUUHG�
RQ�*RRG�DUN�WKH�

TXDOLÀFDWLRQ�RI�´KHDOWK\�
ZRUNSODFHµ�

���



�� &RQVWUXFWLQJ�D�FURVV�ERUGHU 
� SDUDGLJP�RI�KDSS\�
� HQWHUSULVHV�EDVHG�RQ�
� XQLYHUVDO�YDOXHV
� :KLOH�PDNLQJ�EROG�DWWHPSWV�WR�EHFRPH�
D� UROH�PRGHO� RI� D�KDSS\� HQWHUSULVH��*RRG�
DUN� LV�PRUH� WKDQ�ZLOOLQJ� WR�ZRUN� WRJHWKHU�
ZLWK� RWKHU� HQWHUSULVHV� DQG� RUJDQL]DWLRQV��
HLWKHU�&KLQHVH�IXQGHG�RU�RWKHUZLVH��8S�WLOO�
QRZ�� VHYHUDO� WKRXVDQG� &KLQHVH� DQG� QRQ�
&KLQHVH� HQWHUSULVHV� KDYH� YLVLWHG� RXU� FRP�
SDQ\�� 0DQ\� RI� WKHP� DUH� EHFRPLQJ� PRUH�
FRQÀGHQW�LQ�RXU�IDPLO\�EDVHG�PDQDJHPHQW�
culture because they have witnessed the 
PHDQLQJIXO� DQG� IUXLWIXO� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�
WKH� VDJHV·� WHDFKLQJV� WDNLQJ� SODFH� DW�*RRG�
DUN�� 7R� VXPPDUL]H�� IRU� WKH� HQWUHSUHQHXUV�
who have chosen to run their business using 
WUDGLWLRQDO�&KLQHVH�FXOWXUH�RI�WKH�IDPLO\��WKH�
key to is to turn their enterprise into a school 
WKDW� SURPRWHV� WKHPHV� FHQWHULQJ� RQ� IDPLO\�
WLHV��IDPLO\�EXVLQHVV��DQG�IDPLO\�UXOHV����������������

 'U��0RRQ�.RRN�K\XQ�� D� ERDUG�PHP-
EHU�RI�81(3�(3/&��IRUPHU�&(2�RI�<XKDQ�
.LPEHUO\� DQG� FXUUHQW� OHDGHU� RI� WKH�&UHD-
WLYH�.RUHD�3DUW\� said, “I have been dealing 
ZLWK�:HVWHUQHUV�IRU�RYHU����\HDUV��%XW�DIWHU�
OLVWHQLQJ�WR�*RRG�DUN·V�YDOXHV��,�KDYH�EHJXQ�
to think it is quite true that they are indeed 
$VLDQ�YDOXHV�DQG�ZH�VKRXOG�SURPRWH�WKHP�
in the Western world. South Korea and 
&KLQD�DUH�VLPLODU�LQ�WKDW�WKHLU�VRFLHWLHV�ERWK�
DGRSW� RQH�FKLOG� SROLFLHV�� :LWK� D� SURJUDP�
OLNH�WKLV�>L�H��WKH�VDJHV·�HGXFDWLRQ@��QRW�RQO\�
FDQ�PDQ\� FXUUHQW�SUREOHPV�EH� VROYHG�� EXW�
PDQ\�SUHFDXWLRQV�DJDLQVW� IXWXUH�FULVHV�FDQ�
be taken as well.”

 7KH�YLFH�FKDLUPDQ�RI� WKH�&33&&�1D-
WLRQDO�&RPPLWWHH�DQG�([HFXWLYH�9LFH�3UHVL-
GHQW�RI�WKH�'HPRFUDWLF�1DWLRQDO�&RQVWUXF-
WLRQ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�0D�3HLKXD said, “Not only 
FDQ� D� KLJK�WHFK� HQWHUSULVH� OLNH� *RRG�DUN�
SURGXFH�ZRUOG�FODVV� FKLSV� EXW� DW� WKH� VDPH�
WLPH�� LW� WRXFKHV� HYHU\RQH·V� KHDUWV��0U��:X�
1LDQER�LV�QRW�MXVW�DQ�HQWUHSUHQHXU��WR�PH�KH�
LV�PRUH�WKH�KHDG�RI�D�IDPLO\�DQG�D�GLVVHPL�
QDWRU�RI�VSLULWXDO�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�ZKR�GHVHUYHV�
great respect. Since our society has advanced 
VR�PXFK��ZH�QHHG�VRPHWKLQJ�IDU�PRUH�VXV�
tainable and that is the will of the people. If 
ZH�FDQ�JUDVS�WKDW��ZH�ZLOO�EHFRPH�WKH�PDV�
WHU�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��WKH�PDVWHU�RI�WKH�IXWXUH��:H�
should not just think about ourselves, we 
VKRXOG� WKLQN� PRUH� DERXW� RXU� VRFLHW\� DQG�
RXU�HQYLURQPHQW�VR�DV�WR�EHFRPH�JHQXLQHO\�
SHRSOH�RULHQWHG�� ,�EHOLHYH�RQO\� WKLV�NLQG�RI�
OLIH�LV�WUXO\�PHDQLQJIXO�µ

7KH�YLFH�FKDLUPDQ�RI� WKH�&33&&�1DWLRQDO�&RPPLW-
WHH�DQG�([HFXWLYH�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�RI� WKH�'HPRFUDWLF�
1DWLRQDO�&RQVWUXFWLRQ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�0D�3HLKXD
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 3URIHVVRU� .LP� <RQJ�RN�� WKH� ZHOO�
NQRZQ� %XGGKLVW� PDVWHU� RI� 6RXWK� .RUHD�
LQ�$VLDQ�PRUDO�SKLORVRSK\, also expressed 
his view after a visit. He said, “I was invited 
WR�VSHDN�WR�\RX�WRQLJKW��%XW�DIWHU�,�OLVWHQHG�
to the report given by you, I feel that I have 
nothing special to tell you because you have 
been practising [all I intended to share with 
\RX@�� 3UREDEO\�� ZKDW� 0U�� :X� WKLQNV� DQG�

does is the only 
solution to cur�
rent social prob�
OHPV� ³� RU� HYHQ�
the only direc�
tion in the future 
that can help us 
solve social prob�
OHPV�µ
 

 7KH�'HSXW\�0LQLVWHU�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$I-
IDLUV� RI� ,QGRQHVLD also said, “To tell you 
the truth, I used to think the Chinese peo�
SOH�WDON�DERXW�PRQH\�DOO�WKH�WLPH��%XW�ZKDW�
,� KDYH� VHHQ� GXULQJ� P\� WULS� WR� &KLQD� WKLV�
WLPH�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� ZKDW� 0U�� :X� GRHV� IRU�
KLV� HPSOR\HHV��SURYLGHV�PH�DQ�RSSRUWXQL�
ty to understand Chinese philosophy. I’ve 
FKDQJHG�P\� YLHZ�� 7KURXJKRXW�P\� YLVLW�� ,�
GLG�QRW�KHDU� WKH�ZRUG� ¶SHQDOW\·��*RRG�DUN�
GRHV�QRW�SXQLVK�DQ\RQH��*RRG�DUN�UHOLHV�RQ�
PRUDOLW\�WR�HGXFDWH�LWV�HPSOR\HHV��*UDGXDO�
O\��WKH�HPSOR\HHV�DUH�FRQYLQFHG�E\�WKH�VDJ�
es’ teachings and are willing to contribute 
WKHPVHOYHV� WR� WKH� FRPSDQ\�DQG� WR� VRFLHW\��
0U��:X��,�ZRXOG�VD\�WKDW�\RXU�FRPSDQ\�LV�
D�QREOH�FRPSDQ\�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG�QHHGV�SHR�
SOH�OLNH�\RX��<RX�VKRXOG�VKDUH�DQG�SURPRWH�
\RXU�PDQDJHPHQW�H[SHULHQFH�WR�WKH�ZKROH�
world. I sincerely hope you could give your 
WLPH� WR� PDQNLQG�� :KHUHDV� P\VHOI�� ,� ZLOO�
VKDUH�P\� H[SHULHQFH� GXULQJ� WKLV� WULS�ZLWK�
RXU�SUHVLGHQW�DQG�P\�FDELQHW�FROOHDJXHV�µ�

3URIHVVRU�.LP�<RQJ�RN��WKH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�%XGGKLVW�PDV-

WHU�RI�6RXWK�.RUHD�LQ�$VLDQ�PRUDO�SKLORVRSK\
7KH�'HSXW\�0LQLVWHU�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$IIDLUV�RI
,QGRQHVLD��ULJKW��
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� $IWHU� KHU� YLVLW� WR�*RRG�DUN� LQ�$XJXVW�
2014, +�(��0V��.DWDOLQ�%RJ\D\�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�
RI� WKH���th� VHVVLRQ�RI�81(6&2·V�*HQHUDO�
&RQIHUHQFH��VDLG��́ ,·P�YHU\�SOHDVHG�WR�FRPH�
WR�*RRG�DUN� WRGD\� DQG� WKH�PRVW� EHDXWLIXO�
WKLQJ� ,·YH�VHHQ� LV��D�SHUVRQ�EULOOLDQW�DV�0U��
:X�KDV�FRQWULEXWHG�KLV�WDOHQWV�WR�PDQNLQG��
0DQDJLQJ�D�ELJ� IDPLO\�RI�������HPSOR\HHV�
and 2,000 happy children, he has created a 
PRGHO�IRU�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG��KH�LV�LPSURYLQJ�
WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�ZKROH�PDQNLQG��,�DOZD\V�WKLQN�
that we should bring together all the best 
values of the world in order to create a new 
YDOXH�� 7KHUHIRUH�� ZKHQ� VRPHRQH� WROG� PH�
the stories about Confucius, I thought about 
-HVXV� LPPHGLDWHO\�� $QG� ZKHQ� ,� OLVWHQHG�
to you about your Chinese philosophy, I 
DVVRFLDWHG�LW�LPPHGLDWHO\�ZLWK�RXU�:HVWHUQ�
philosophy. Actually, we share a lot in 
FRPPRQ�µ�

��� %HLQJ�VLQFHUH�DQG�
� UHVSHFWIXO�WR�*RRG�DUN·V�
� EXVLQHVV�SDUWQHUV�
 Venerable Master Chin Kung once said, 
if there are twenty enterprises in China who 
FDQ�SXW�RXU�IDPLO\�FXOWXUH�LQWR�SUDFWLFH��ZH�
FDQ�EHFRPH�D� OHDGLQJ�PRGHO� IRU�PDQ\�HQ�
WHUSULVHV�IURP�GLͿHUHQW�VHFWRUV�LQ�&KLQD�DQG�
HYHQWXDOO\�� D� OHDGLQJ� PRGHO� RI� WKH� ZRUOG��
7KLV� LV� LPSRUWDQW� EHFDXVH� LQ� WKLV�ZD\��ZH�
FDQ�FRQYLQFH�SHRSOH��DV�PHPEHUV�RI�VRFLHW\��
the soundness of the Chinese culture of sag�
HV��,Q�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKLV�LGHDO��*RRG�DUN�
ODXQFKHG� LWV� SDUWQHUVKLS� VFKHPH� LQ� ������
The purpose of this is to select twenty en�
WHUSULVHV� RU� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� LQ� WKH� ZRUOG� WR�
IRUP� D� SDUWQHUVKLS� VFKHPH� IRU� KDSS\� HQ�
terprises, so that the sages’ teachings can be 
IXUWKHU� LPSOHPHQWHG�DQG�VRFLDO�GXWLHV� FDQ�
be shared.    

� 7R�TXDOLI\�DV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKLV�SDUWQHU�
VKLS��WKH�HQWUHSUHQHXU�PXVW�EH�D�PRUDO�SHU�
VRQ�� 7KHUHIRUH�� *RRG�DUN� SURYLGHV� PRUDO�
education to the applicants accordingly and 
D� RQH�RQ�RQH� WHDFKLQJ� PRGH� LV� DGRSWHG��
Very surprisingly, once the entrepreneurs 
KDYH� VWUHQJWKHQHG� WKHLU� FRQÀGHQFH� LQ� WKH�
ideal of “happy enterprise”, they are eager 

+�(��0V��.DWDOLQ�%RJ\D\��WKH�SUHVLGHQW�RI�WKH���th 

VHVVLRQ�RI�81(6&2·V�*HQHUDO�&RQIHUHQFH�
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to get rid of their worst habits in their daily 
OLIH��6RPH�RI�WKHP�TXLW�VPRNLQJ�DQG�GULQN�
LQJ��6RPH�EHJLQ�WR�GR�KRXVHZRUN�HYHU\�GD\��
ZKLFK� WKH\� SUHYLRXVO\� GLVOLNHG�� 6RPH� RI�
WKHP�KDYH�PDQDJHG�WR�TXLW�EDG�KDELWV�WKH\�
KDG�IRU�WKUHH�GHFDGHV��6RPH�KDYH�PDQDJHG�
WR�KDUPRQL]H�WKHLU�RQFH�YHU\�WHQVH�UHODWLRQ�
ship with their spouse.              

 Chongqing Endurance Industry Stock 
&R�� /WG�� LV� RQH� H[DPSOH� RI� WKLV�� %HIRUH� LW�
MRLQHG� *RRG�DUN·V� SDUWQHUVKLS� VFKHPH�� LW�
KDG�VSHQW�ÀYH�\HDUV�DQG����PLOOLRQ�50%�WR�
UHFUXLW� WZR� -DSDQHVH�H[SHUWV� LQ� LPSODQWLQJ�
WKH�7R\RWD�3URGXFWLRQ�6\VWHP��736���EXW�WKH�
HPSOR\HHV� UHVLVWHG� LW��1RZ��DIWHU�EHLQJ� LQ�
VWLOOHG�ZLWK�PRUDO�HGXFDWLRQ��WKH�VWDͿ�KDYH�
VXFFHVVIXOO\� WUDQVIRUPHG� WKH� PLQGVHW� RI�
´\RX�DVN�PH�WR�GRµ� LQWR�RQH�RI�´,�ZDQW� WR�
GRµ��$V� D� UHVXOW�� VXJJHVWLRQV� IRU� LPSURYH�
PHQW� UDLVHG� E\� ZRUNHUV� WULSOHG� LQ� ������
FRPSDUHG�WR�������,WV�FKDLUPDQ��/LQ�&KDR\�
DQJ�RQFH�VDLG��´%HLQJ�D�KDSS\�HQWHUSULVH�LQ�
SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�*RRG�DUN��,�EHOLHYH�,·P�RQ�
WKH�ULJKW�SDWK��(DFK�HQWHUSULVH�PXVW�KDYH�D�
JRRG�HQWHUSULVH�FXOWXUH�DQG�VR�P\�SODQ�IRU�
the year is to participate in the training to�
JHWKHU� ZLWK�P\� HPSOR\HHV�� 2XU� FRPSDQ\�
KDV� WR� DGRSW� WKH� VDPH� OHDUQLQJ� PRGHO� DV�

*RRG�DUN·V��ZKLFK�LV�WUXO\�VHDPOHVV��,�KDYH�
OHDUQHG� WKDW� LW� LV� LPSRVVLEOH� WR� SXVK� P\�
HPSOR\HHV� WR� UHDFK� D� KLJKHU� OHYHO� LI�PLQH�
UHPDLQV� WKH� VDPH�� ,Q� WKH� YHU\� EHJLQQLQJ��
,� WUHDWHG�P\�VWDͿ�DV�DGYHUVDULHV�DQG� ODWHU��
DV�HPSOR\HHV��1RZ��,�WUHDW�WKHP�DV�P\�VLE�
OLQJV��2XU�FRPSDQ\�KDV�EHFRPH�RXU�KRPH��
(DFK�WLPH�ZKHQ�,�FKDQJH�IURP�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�
P\�KHDUW�WR�EHFRPH�D�EHWWHU�SHUVRQ��P\�HQ�
terprise is changing for the better as well.”                   

� 6KHQJ�0HL�� WKH� FKDLUZRPHQ� RI�+DQJ�
]KRX�6XQ�+RQJ�,PS��	�([S��&R���/WG��VDLG��
´0U��:X� LV�P\�PHQWRU�� 2QO\�ZKHQ� ,�PHW�
with the great entrepreneur Mr. Wu, did I 
UHDOL]H� WKDW� ,� VKRXOG� QRW� KDYH� FRPSODLQHG�
DERXW� WKH� SHUIRUPDQFH� RI� P\� HPSOR\HHV��

7KH�SUHVLGHQW�RI�6W��7KRPDV�$TXLQDV�8QLYHUVLW\��86$��DQG�KLV�FROOHDJXH�YLVLWHG�*RRG�DUN�ODVW�\HDU��7KH\�H[SUHVVHG�
WKDW�WKH\�DJUHHG�IXOO\�ZLWK�WKH�LGHDOV�RI�0U��:X��%HIRUH�WKH�YLVLW��WKH\�WHQGHG�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH�FRQÁLFWV�DQG�
HYHQ�DGYHUVDU\�EHWZHHQ�WKHP�DV�WKH�&KLQHVH�FXOWXUH�LV�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�$PHULFDQ�FXOWXUH��%XW�WKH\�ZHUHQ·W��
(YHU\RQH�FDQ�IHHO�WKH�ZDUPWK�DQG�FDUH�LQVLGH�*RRG�DUN��ZKLFK�UHOLHV�RQ�´IDPLO\�FXOWXUHµ�WR�UXQ�LWV�EXVLQHVV�DQG�WKDW�
LV��LQ�LWVHOI��D�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�XQLYHUVDO�YDOXHV�

,Q�$SULO� ������ FKDLUPHQ� RI� IRXU� ´+DSS\� &RPSDQLHVµ� VKDUHG�
WKHLU� SHUVRQDO� H[SHULHQFHV� DQG� VSLULWXDO� JURZWK� LQ� IROORZLQJ� WKH�
WHDFKLQJV�RI�VDLQWV�DQG�VDJHV�LQ�WKH�´6KDULQJ�0HHWLQJ��7KH�:D\�
WR�7UDQVIRUP�&RPSDQLHV�LQWR�+DSS\�)DPLOLHVµ�
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VLQFH�WKDW�ZDV�DFWXDOO\�P\�RZQ�IDXOW��$V�HQ�
WUHSUHQHXUV��ZH�KDYH�WR�ÀQH�WXQH�RXU�PLQG�
VHW� EHIRUH� H[SHFWLQJ� EHWWHU� SHUIRUPDQFH�
IURP� RXU� ZRUNHUV� RU� PDQDJHUV�� :RUNLQJ�
WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�0U��:X�DQG�RWKHU�VHQLRUV��P\�
PRWKHU�VD\V�,�DP�WKH�RQH�ZKR�KDV�FKDQJHG�
WKH�PRVW��QRW�P\�HPSOR\HHV��1RZ��ZLWK�WKH�
*RRG�DUN� SDUWQHUVKLS�� ,·P� PRUH� HQJDJHG��
:H� VKRXOG�PDNH� XVH� RI� WKLV� WR� VSUHDG� WKH�
ZLVGRP�DQG�GRFWULQHV�RI�RXU�DQFHVWRUV�DQG�
VDJHV� WR� HYHU\� IDPLO\� LQ� &KLQD� DQG� HYHU\�
corner in the world.”  
                     
��� +DUPRQ\�DQG�HTXDOLW\�DV�WKH��
� IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�SXWWLQJ�PXOWL��
� FXOWXUDOLVP�LQWR�SUDFWLFH�
� 7KH� SUHVLGHQW� RI� 6W�� 7KRPDV� $TXLQDV�
University (USA) and his colleague visited 
*RRG�DUN� ODVW� \HDU�� 7KH\� H[SUHVVHG� WKDW�
they agreed fully with the ideals of Mr. Wu. 
%HIRUH� WKH� YLVLW�� WKH\� WHQGHG� WR� WKLQN� WKDW�
WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH�FRQÁLFWV�DQG�HYHQ�DGYHUVDU\�
EHWZHHQ�WKHP�DV�WKH�&KLQHVH�FXOWXUH�LV�YHU\�
GLͿHUHQW� IURP� WKH� $PHULFDQ� FXOWXUH�� %XW�
WKH\�ZHUHQ·W��(YHU\RQH�FDQ�IHHO�WKH�ZDUPWK�
DQG� FDUH� LQVLGH�*RRG�DUN��ZKLFK� UHOLHV� RQ�
´IDPLO\� FXOWXUHµ� WR� UXQ� LWV� EXVLQHVV� DQG�
WKDW�LV��LQ�LWVHOI��D�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�XQLYHUVDO�
values. 

� 'HVSLWH� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� *RRG�$UN� LV�
pursuing a higher goal of being altruistic, 
WKH� VWDͿ� SXUVXHV� WKH� JRDO� WKURXJK� VHOI�
EHWWHUPHQW�� :KDWHYHU� KDSSHQV� DURXQG�
WKHP�� WKH\� VLPSO\� VHHN� WKH� FDXVH� ZLWKLQ�
WKHPVHOYHV�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� IRUFLQJ� RWKHUV�
WR� IROORZ�� � 7KXV�� WKH� VWDͿ� ZRXOG� EH� VHOI�
PRWLYDWHG� WR� SXUVXH� WKH� JRDO�� :H� EHOLHYH�
WKDW� LQFRUSRUDWLQJ� WUDGLWLRQDO� IDPLO\�
culture and adopting the education of the 
VDJHV�FDQ�EULQJ�VWDELOLW\�DQG�KDUPRQ\�WR�DOO�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�� FRPPXQLWLHV� DQG� FRXQWULHV��
This unity can also be applicable in the 
VFRSH� RI� VRFLDO� PDQDJHPHQW�� HQWHUSULVH�
RSHUDWLRQ�DQG�VR�RQ��*RRG�DUN·V�H[SHULHQFH�
KDV� SURYHG� LQGLUHFWO\� WKDW� JHQXLQH� EHQHÀW�
ZLOO� EH� REWDLQHG� LI� ZH� FDQ� PDNH� XVH� RI�
JHQXLQH�ZLVGRP��

� 1HHGOHVV� WR� VD\�� *RRG�DUN� VWLOO� KDV� D�
long journey ahead in this extensive project 
RI�EXLOGLQJ�D�´IDPLO\µ�FXOWXUH�LQ�HQWHUSULVHV�
E\�UHO\LQJ�RQ�WKH�ZLVGRP�RI�WKH�VDJHV��%H�
sides, the initial results we have achieved 
VKRXOG� EH� DFFUHGLWHG� WR� WKH� PHULWV� RI� WKH�
VDJHV��WKH�EOHVVLQJ�IURP�RXU�DQFHVWRUV��DQG�
WKH�VXSSRUW� IURP�WKH�VHQLRU� OHDGHUV�RI�RXU�
country. Last but not least, I wish to thank 
Venerable Master Chin Kung again for his 
earnest teaching. 

� 7KDQN�\RX�YHU\�PXFK��
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 Over one billion people in the  
world speak Chinese. Chinese characters 
were invented over three thousand years 
DJR�� IRUPLQJ� WKH� ROGHVW� ZULWLQJ� V\VWHP� LQ�
XVH� WRGD\�� $QDORJRXV� WR� $UDELF� QXPHUDOV�
��� ��� ��� �«� RU� PDWKHPDWLFDO� V\PEROV�� WKH�
FKDUDFWHUV�KDYH�DQ� LQKHUHQW�PHDQLQJ�LQGH�
pendent of the way they are pronounced. 
With an eye to preserving the connection 
between past and future generations, the 

&KLQHVH�ZULWWHQ�ODQJXDJH�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�OLW�
HUDU\�&KLQHVH�UHPDLQHG�FRQVWDQW��7KLV�ZDV�
GLVWLQFW� IURP�WKH�HYHU�FKDQJLQJ�YHUQDFXODU�
language with its diversity of dialects. In�
deed, literary Chinese was an international 
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�WRRO�FRH[LVWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�QD�
tive languages of countries like Japan, Ko�
UHD� DQG� 9LHWQDP�� &KLQHVH� FKDUDFWHUV� WKXV�
WUDQVFHQG�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH��

Shuowen Jiezi��WKH�ORJLF�DQG�
ZLVGRP�RI�WKH�&KLQHVH�ODQJXDJH

Q Sun Mingyan, Kelly Ngo and Katherine Ngo
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 The world and life of the people in 
China’s ancient civilisation including 
WKHLU� SKLORVRSK\�� FXVWRPV� DQG� YDOXHV� DUH�
H[SUHVVHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV�WKHPVHOYHV��
Shuowen Jiezi (Shuowen) connects us to 
WKRXVDQGV�RI� \HDUV� RI� WLPHOHVV�ZLVGRP�E\�
SURYLGLQJ�WKH�HDUOLHVW�VWUXFWXUHG�PHDQLQJV��
IRUPV� DQG� VRXQGV� RI� WKH� FKDUDFWHUV�� 
Ancient Chinese texts written in Classical 
&KLQHVH�� D� IRUPDO� ZULWWHQ� VW\OH� XVHG�
until the early twentieth century, provide  
VRXUFHV�RI� WKH�HDUOLHVW�KXPDQ� WKRXJKW�DQG�
ERRNV�� 7KHVH� WHDFKLQJV� DUH� KXPDQLW\·V�
FXOWXUDO� KHULWDJH�� PHVVDJHV� WKH� DQFLHQWV�
UHFRUGHG� DQG� LPSDUWHG� LQ� KRSH� WKDW� WKH�
ZRUOG·V� GHVFHQGDQWV� FRXOG� OLYH� D� IXOÀOOLQJ�
life. The literature serves as a vital reference 
SRLQW� LQ� RXU� HͿRUWV� IRU� ZRUOG� SHDFH� DQG�
KDUPRQ\��

� 7KH� ÀUVW� SDUW� RI� WKLV� SDSHU� H[SORUHV�
how Shuowen�SURYLGHV�DQ�HDV\�DQG�H΀FLHQW�
PHDQV� RI� OHDUQLQJ� ZULWWHQ� &KLQHVH�� 7KH�
logic of the Shuowen radicals and link to 
earlier scripts is integral to this. The second 
SDUW� GLVFXVVHV� WKH� IXQGDPHQWDO� UROH� RI�
WKLV� HW\PRORJLFDO� GLFWLRQDU\� LQ� OHDUQLQJ�
&ODVVLFDO� &KLQHVH�� VLJQLÀFDQW� LQ� UHVWRULQJ�
XQLYHUVDO� KXPDQ� YDOXHV� WKURXJK� OHDUQLQJ�
and practising the teachings espoused by 
China’s traditional culture for world peace 
DQG�VXVWDLQDEOH�GHYHORSPHQW�

,��� $Q�HDV\�DQG�HͿFLHQW�PHDQV�
� RI�OHDUQLQJ�ZULWWHQ�&KLQHVH
 Students of the Chinese language often 
ODPHQW� RQ� WKH�GLYHUVLW\� DQG� FRPSOH[LW\� RI�
WKRXVDQGV�RI�V\PEROV�WKDW�PXVW�EH�FRPPLW�
WHG� WR�PHPRU\��7KH�KXPDQ�PLQG� VHDUFKHV�

7KH�&RPSLODWLRQ�RI�&KLQHVH�/LWHUDWXUH�RQ�&XOWLYDWLRQ�LV�WKH�ODUJHVW�RI�LWV�NLQG�LQ�&KLQHVH�KLVWRU\��7KH�FRPSLODWLRQ�
HPEUDFHV�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�DQG�SURIRXQG�WKHRULHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�SULQFLSOHV�RI�&KLQHVH�FLYLOL]DWLRQ��+RZHYHU��PRGHUQ�
UHDGHU� IRXQG� LW� UHDOO\� GLIÀFXOW� WR� XQGHUVWDQG� EHFDXVH� WKH\� DUH� QRW� IDPLOLDU� ZLWK� FODVVLF� &KLQHVH�� 6R�� VWXG\LQJ�
&KLQHVH�FKDUDFWHUV�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�FODVVLF�&KLQHVH�ZLOO�HQDEOH�HYHU\RQH�WR�UHDS�WUXH�EHQHÀWV�IURP�WKH�KXJH�
SRRO�RI�ZLVGRP��H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�WKHRULHV�WKDW�DQFLHQW�&KLQHVH�KDG�DFFXPXODWHG�IRU������\HDUV��
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IRU�ORJLF�DQG�PHDQLQJ��7KLV�LV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�
HW\PRORJ\�RI�&KLQHVH� FKDUDFWHUV�� HW\PROR�
J\�EHLQJ�WKH�VRXUFH�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�
FKDUDFWHUV�� 7KH� &KLQHVH� HW\PRORJLFDO� GLF�
tionary Shuowen Jiezi 1 (Figure 1) provides a 
WLPHOHVV��V\VWHPDWLF�PHWKRG�DQG�LV�WKH�NH\�
WR�PDVWHULQJ�ZULWWHQ�&KLQHVH��0RUHRYHU��WKH�
origins and evolution of Chinese characters 
LV�WKH�IRUHPRVW�IRXQGDWLRQ�WR�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
China’s history and traditional culture.

 Shuowen�ZDV� WKH�ÀUVW� ERRN� WR� V\VWHP�
atically analyse the structure of the charac�
WHUV�DQG�SURYLGH�WKH�UDWLRQDOH�EHKLQG�WKHP��
Shuowen� PHDQV� ´H[SODLQLQJ� VLQJOH� FKDU�
acters”, Jiezi� PHDQV� ´DQDO\VLQJ� FRPSRXQG�

FKDUDFWHUVµ�� 7KH� GLFWLRQDU\� ZDV� FRPSLOHG�
E\�;X�6KHQ2��ZKR�FDPH�IURP�WKH�DUHD�QRZ�
known as the town of Yan Cheng in Henan 
3URYLQFH�� &KLQD�� $Q� HPLQHQW� &RQIXFLDQ�
scholar and philologist of the Eastern Han 
dynasty� during 100 AD, he belonged to the 
ancient text school and his scholarly activi�
WLHV�ZHUH� FHQWHUHG�RQ� WKH� VWXG\�RI� WKH�ÀYH�
Classics. In the history of the Han dynasty, 
;X�6KHQ�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�SHHUOHVV�LQ�WKH�
study of the Five Classics.

 Shuowen�ZDV�SUHVHQWHG�WR�WKH�HPSHURU�
in 121 AD and has been studied, referenced 
DQG� HPXODWHG� E\� PDQ\� VFKRODUV� VLQFH� WKH�
second century. The book was circulated as 

� Ǖゐᐵ⿼ತǖ����

� 〴ჸԯ⁣����

� ᖣᮕᕥ

7KH�FRQFHSW�RI�XQLYHUVDO� ORYH� LV�HQFDSVXODWHG� LQ� WKH�&KLQHVH�FKDUDFWHU��ᆘ� �[LjR��PHDQLQJ� WR� ORYH�DQG�KRQRXU�
RQH·V�SDUHQWV��7KLV�FKDUDFWHU� LV�DQ�DVVRFLDWLYH�FRPSRXQG�FRPSRVHG�RI� ¶ROG·�Ƴ� �OˊR��DERYH�DQG� ¶\RXQJ·�Ŕ� �]ˌ��
EHORZ��7KH�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�WZR�FKDUDFWHUV�V\PEROL]H�WKH�RQHQHVV�RI�JHQHUDWLRQV�SDVW�DQG�SUHVHQW��7KHUH�DUH�
LQÀQLWH�JHQHUDWLRQV�SDVW�DQG�LQÀQLWH�JHQHUDWLRQV�WR�FRPH��HYHU\RQH�EHLQJ�HYHU�FRQQHFWHG�DV�RQH�HQWLW\��7KHUHIRUH�
FKDUDFWHU��´ᆘµ��[LjR��UHIHUV�WR�WKH�2QHQHVV�RI�HQWLUH�KXPDQLW\�
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KDQGZULWWHQ�FRSLHV�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�HLJKW�KXQ�
GUHG�\HDUV�XQWLO�(PSHURU�7DL]RQJ4��FRPPLV�
VLRQHG�;X�;XDQ�WR�HGLW�WKH�ERRN�LQ�����$'�
DQG�LW�ZDV�SULQWHG�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�5.

� ;X� 6KHQ� LQYHQWHG� WKH� FODVVLÀFDWLRQ�
V\VWHP� RI� DOO� WKH� FKDUDFWHUV� LQWR� ����
VHFWLRQV��7KLV�V\VWHP�ZDV�DGRSWHG�E\�PRVW�
dictionaries after Shuowen� DQG� LQÁXHQFHG�
generations of literature and reference books 
such as the Kangxi Dictionary�. According to 
:DQJ�0LQJVKHQJ�� D� IDPRXV� KLVWRULDQ� DQG�
philologist of the Qing dynasty, “Shuowen 
Jiezi� LV� WKH� HVVHQWLDO� ÀUVW� ERRN� DQG� RQH� LV�
XQDEOH�WR�FRPSUHKHQG�RWKHU�ERRNV�ZLWKRXW�
LWµ�� ,QWHUQDWLRQDOO\� DFFODLPHG� )UHQFK�
VLQRORJLVW�/pRQ�:LHJHU�VWDWHV��´,W�UHPDLQHG�
IURP�WKDW�WLPH��WKH�FDQRQ�RI�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV��
the authority consulted in all doubts by 
Chinese philologists. All the dictionaries 
published for the last seventeen centuries 
boast of their having followed the Shuo 
Wen7. µ�7KH�ÀUVW� WUDQVODWRU�RI�/DR�=L·V�Dao 
De Jing��6FRWWLVK�PLVVLRQDU\�-RKQ�&KDOPHUV��
stated that Shuowen “is the fountainhead of 
DFFXUDWH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� RQ� WKH� SKLORORJ\� RI�
China8�µ�$PHULFDQ�5HYHUHQG�)UDQN�+HUULQJ�
&KDOIDQW� VWDWHG�� ´,W� PXVW� EH� FRQFHGHG�
that this celebrated work ranks high as 
DQ� HW\PRORJLFDO� WUHDWLVH�� ZKHQ� FRPSDUHG�
with like works upon European languages 
SURGXFHG� DW� D�PXFK� ODWHU� GD\� E\�:HVWHUQ�
scholars9.” Kenneth Thern wrote, “The value 
of the Shuo Wen is incalculable. Without the 

�  ૯ೖ

��� .HQQHWK�/��7KHUQ��3RVWIDFH�RI�WKH�6KXR�ZHQ�&KLHK�W]X���7KH�)LUVW�&RPSUHKHQVLYH�&KLQHVH�'LFWLRQDU\��������
6  Ǘ༑ᶐದՔǘ

7�� /pRQ�:LHJHU��&KLQHVH�&KDUDFWHUV��7KHLU�2ULJLQ��(W\PRORJ\��+LVWRU\��&ODVVLÀFDWLRQ��DQG�6LJQLÀFDWLRQ��$�7KRURXJK�6WXG\�IURP��
� &KLQHVH�'RFXPHQWV���������QG�HG��
8�� -RKQ�&KDOPHUV��$Q�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�&KLQHVH�FKDUDFWHUV�XQGHU�����SULPDU\�IRUPV��DIWHU�WKH�6KZRK�ZDQ������$�'����
� DQG�WKH�SKRQHWLF�6KZRK�ZDQ��������
��� )UDQN�+HUULQJ�&KDOIDQW��(DUO\�&KLQHVH�ZULWLQJ��������
���7KHUQ��DERYH�Q��

Shuowen�� PXFK� RI� WKH� ZULWLQJ� RI� SUH�4LQ�
WLPHV�ZRXOG�EH�XQLQWHOOLJLEOH��DQG�PRVW�RI�
WKH�H[FDYDWHG�DQFLHQW�UHOLFV�ZLWK�EURQ]H�DQG�
RUDFOH�ERQH� LQVFULSWLRQV�ZRXOG�PRVW� OLNHO\�
be undecipherable10.”

���� $�ORJLFDO�PHWKRG
� 7KH� V\PEROV� RI� WKH� &KLQHVH� ZULWLQJ�
V\VWHP�DUH�NQRZQ�DV�´FKDUDFWHUVµ��&KLQHVH�
characters are logical. Through the earliest 
FODVVLÀFDWLRQ� V\VWHP� RI� UDGLFDOV�� Shuowen 
SURYLGHV� D� UDWLRQDO� ZD\� WR� UHPHPEHU� WKH�
characters. Learning English starts with the 
alphabet and learning Chinese starts with 
the radicals. A radical can be considered the 
basic building block of a Chinese character. 
In contrast to the letters of the alphabet, rad�
LFDOV�KDYH�PHDQLQJ�DQG�DUH�FKDUDFWHUV�WKHP�
VHOYHV��5DGLFDOV�DUH�FKDUDFWHUV�WKDW�FDQ�FRP�
ELQH�WR�PDNH�RWKHU�FKDUDFWHUV��)RU�H[DPSOH��
while ̈ (mù) is the character for ‘tree’, it is 
DOVR�D� UDGLFDO�EHFDXVH� LW� FDQ�FRPELQH�ZLWK�
RWKHU�UDGLFDOV�WR�PDNH�PRUH�FKDUDFWHUV��)RU�
H[DPSOH�� WZR� ¶WUHH·� FKDUDFWHUV� WRJHWKHUظ��

(lín) is the character for ‘forest’. We can see 
that ̈  (mù��SURYLGHV�PHDQLQJ�WR�WKH�FKDUDF�
WHUV�WKDW�KDYH�LWV�UDGLFDO��6LPLODUO\��FKDUDFWHUV�
IRU�HPRWLRQV�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�˻ (昋) ([ĦQ) 
WKH� KHDUW� UDGLFDO�� QDPHV� RI� ÁXLGV� FRQWDLQ�
the water radical̐ (VKXǷ���DQG�WKH�QDPHV�RI�
PHWDOOLF�REMHFWV�ZLOO�KDYH�WKH�PHWDO�UDGLFDO 
�ہ (MĦQ��� &KDUDFWHUV� JHQHUDOO\� FRPELQH� WR�
PDNH� ZRUGV� ZKLFK� IXUWKHU� GHYHORS� WKH�



)LJXUH����7KH�FRQWHQWV�SDJH�RI�D�
&KLQHVH�GLFWLRQDU\�DUUDQJHG�E\�WKH�
.DQJ[L�UDGLFDOV�

)LJXUH����6WRQH�UXEELQJ�VKRZLQJ�VRPH�RI�WKH�Shuowen�UDGLFDOV�

���

PHDQLQJ� RI� WKH� UDGLFDO�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� WKH�
character for ‘forest’ ظ (lín��FRPELQHG�ZLWK�
the character for ‘rain’ ۋ (\ǻ�� PDNHV� WKH�
word ‘rainforest’ ظۋ (\ǻOtQ). Then words 
FRPELQH� WR� PDNH� SKUDVHV�� VHQWHQFHV�� VWR�
ries, etc. Therefore “a knowledge of radi�
FDOV� PHDQV� D� NQRZOHGJH� RI� WKH� SULQFLSDO�
SDUW�RI�DOO�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV�ZH�PD\�OHDUQ�µ�DV�
H[SUHVVHG� E\� %ULWLVK� VLQRORJLVW� )UHGHULFN�
%DOOHU11. 

 Words in an English dictionary are ar�
ranged alphabetically while characters in a 
Chinese dictionary are ordered by the radi�
cals (Figure 2). The Kangxi radicals used 
LQ� FRQWHPSRUDU\�GLFWLRQDULHV� DUH�EDVHG�RQ�
the Shuowen�UDGLFDOV��)LJXUH�����Shuowen is 
GLYLGHG� LQWR� IRXUWHHQ� FKDSWHUV� ZLWK� �����
FKDUDFWHUV�FDWHJRUL]HG�LQWR�����JURXSV��7KH�
ÀUVW�FKDUDFWHUV�RI�HDFK�JURXS�DUH�WHUPHG�௰
࡛(E��VKǹX���OLWHUDOO\�PHDQLQJ�¶VHFWLRQ�KHDG�

ers,’ and known as the Shuowen radicals 
�UDGLFDOV��� 7KH� UDGLFDOV� IRUP� D� FRPSRQHQW�
of every character in that group. The radical 
PD\�IRUP�DQ\�SDUW�RI�WKH�FKDUDFWHU��WRS��eg 
搘 in ൯���ERWWRP��eg ΐ�in ߚ�, left��eg�挔in
κ�, right��eg据in ௰���SHULPHWHU��eg 敤�in ֣ �, 
SDUWLDO�SHULPHWHU���eg 橡 in ॣ�, or the radi�
FDO�PD\�EH�VSOLW�DSDUW��eg м�in ி�.

 The radicals are arranged according 
WR�WKHLU�IRUP��;X�6KHQ�FUHDWHG�D�V\VWHPDWLF�
sequence such that each radical had a 
natural, intuitive relationship with the next. 
7KH�ERRN�VWDUWV�IURP�WKH�UDGLFDO�RQH�ɾ (\Ħ) 
and ends with the radical Ρ (hài), which 
represents the twelfth terrestrial branch 
in the Chinese calendar and the period 
EHWZHHQ��SP�DQG���SP��&KLQHVH�SKLORORJLVW�
and Shuowen specialist, Duan Yucai, who 
spent forty years on its annotation, notes 
that the radicals are arranged by reference 

��� )UHGHULFN�:LOOLDP�%DOOHU��$�0DQGDULQ�SULPHU���������th�HG��
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WR� WKHLU� IRUP� DQG� WKH� FKDUDFWHUV� UHODWHG� WR�
each radical are arranged by reference to 
WKHLU� PHDQLQJ12�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� RQH� ɾ� (\Ħ) 
represents genesis, and it is followed by 
sky ˭ (WLăQ), which represents the highest 
OLPLWV�� IROORZHG�E\�RULJLQ�˔� (yuán), which 
PHDQV� SULPDU\� RU� EDVLF�� 7KH� UDGLFDOV�PD\�
EH� GLYLGHG� LQWR� VL[� PDLQ� FDWHJRULHV�� WKRVH�
UHODWHG�WR�WKH�KXPDQ�ERG\��DQLPDOV��SODQWV��
WKH�QDWXUDO�HQYLURQPHQW��QXPEHUV�DQG�WRROV�
and applications. 

� 3HUPXWDWLRQV� DQG� FRPELQDWLRQV� RI� WKH�
540 radicals create all Chinese characters. As 
6RQJ�<XUHQ� IURP� WKH�4LQJ�G\QDVW\� VWDWHG��
´:KLOH�RQH�PD\�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�OHDUQ�DOO������
characters, one cannot do without learning 
the 540 radicals���µ�7KH�QXPEHU�RI�Shuowen 
UDGLFDOV�FRQQRWHV�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�HQWLUHW\�DV�
���� LV� WKH�SURGXFW�RI� WKH�QXPEHUV������DQG�
����ZKLFK�DUH�V\PEROLF�QXPEHUV�RI�Yin, Yang 
DQG�FRPSOHWHQHVV�� UHVSHFWLYHO\�� 6RPH� UDGL�
FDOV� DUH� XVHG� PXFK� PRUH� IUHTXHQWO\� WKDQ�

RWKHUV��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKHUH�DUH�����FKDUDFWHUV�
with the tree ̈ (mù) radical, 444 characters 
related to the grass ᠾ (FǵR��UDGLFDO�DQG�����
characters with the water ̐ (VKXǷ) radical. 
However, other radical groups have just one 
or two characters. The larger radical groups 
show that the lives of our ancestors were 
FORVHO\�FRQQHFWHG�WR�QDWXUH��HQDEOLQJ�WKHP�
WR� GHVFULEH� WKH� QDWXUDO� HQYLURQPHQW� ZLWK�
such detail and precision. The characters 
IRUPHG� IURP�WKH�KLJKO\�XVHG�UDGLFDOV� WKXV�
RͿHU�D�XQLTXH�LQVLJKW�LQWR�WKH�OLIH�DQG�ZRUOG�
RI�RXU�&KLQHVH� DQFHVWRUV�� ,QGHHG�� VHYHQW\�
nine highly used radicals constitute approx�
LPDWHO\� ��� SHUFHQW� RI� DOO� WKH� FKDUDFWHUV� LQ�
Shuowen��D�IXUWKHU�WZHQW\�QLQH�PRGHUDWHO\�
used radicals constitute about 14 percent of 
the Shuowen characters. Therefore, learn�
LQJ� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� RQH� KXQGUHG� UDGLFDOV�
enables one to understand, read and write 
about 95 percent of the Shuowen characters. 
7KHVH�IHZ�UDGLFDOV�IRUP�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�
PDVWHULQJ�WKH������FKDUDFWHUV�LQ�Shuowen as 

�� ᣡἒ⼦ԯ⁣Ǖゐᐵ⿼ತ᧘ǖ	����
�
�� ್⢺̈́ԯ⁣Ǖゐᐵ⿼ತ㒲㩼┥ᢩǖ

7KH�ZRUOG�DQG�OLIH�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�LQ�&KLQD·V�DQFLHQW�
FLYLOL]DWLRQ� LQFOXGLQJ� WKHLU� SKLORVRSK\�� FXVWRPV�
DQG� YDOXHV� DUH� H[SUHVVHG� ZLWKLQ� WKH� FKDUDFWHUV�
WKHPVHOYHV��Shuowen Jiezi (Shuowen) enlightens 

XV� WR� WKRXVDQGV�RI�\HDUV�RI� WLPHOHVV�ZLVGRP�E\�
SURYLGLQJ�WKH�HDUOLHVW�VWUXFWXUHG�PHDQLQJV��IRUPV�
DQG� VRXQGV� RI� WKH� FKDUDFWHUV�� $QFLHQW� &KLQHVH�
WH[WV�ZULWWHQ� LQ� OLWHUDU\�&KLQHVH��D� IRUPDO�ZULWWHQ�
VW\OH�XVHG�XQWLO�WKH�HDUO\�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\��SURYLGH�
VRXUFHV�RI�WKH�HDUOLHVW�KXPDQ�WKRXJKW�DQG�ERRNV��
6R�WKHUH�LV�D�WHDFKLQJ��D�SKLORVRSK\�RU�D�VWRU\�LQ�
HDFK�&KLQHVH�FKDUDFWHU��LQ�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKHUH�LV�D�
VRXO�EHKLQG�HYHU\�FKDUDFWHU�
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well as all Chinese characters in use today. The Shuowen radicals are the key 
to all Chinese texts. 

���� 6L[�SULQFLSOHV�RI�FKDUDFWHU�FRQVWUXFWLRQ
� ;X� 6KHQ·V� Postface to the Shuowen explained six principles by which  
&KLQHVH� FKDUDFWHUV� DUH� IRUPHG14�� 7KHVH� DUH� WKH� SLFWRJUDPV�� LQGLFDWRUV�� 
DVVRFLDWLYH�FRPSRXQGV��SLFWRSKRQHWLF�FKDUDFWHUV��GHULYDWLYH�FKDUDFWHUV�DQG�
phonetic loan characters. 

��� 3LFWRJUDPV15  

� 7KLV�LV�WKH�HDUOLHVW�PHWKRG�RI�FUHDWLQJ�FKDUDFWHUV�EDVHG�RQ�VNHWFKHV�ZLWK�
FKDUDFWHULVWLF�WUDLWV��3LFWRJUDPV�DUH�V\PEROV��LPDJHV�RU�VNHWFKHV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�
REMHFWV��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�FKDUDFWHUV�IRU�¶VXQ·�DQG�¶PRRQ·�EHORZ�
  
  Earlier script Modern script
 sun    ̅ �rì

� PRRQ� �� ̇�yuè

 The ancient character for sun is an illustration of its round shape, the 
short stroke inside indicates that the sun is not hollow. In contrast, the ancient 
IRUP�IRU�PRRQ�LV�DQ�LOOXVWUDWLRQ�RI�D�WKLQ�DQG�FXUYHG�FUHVFHQW�VKDSH�DV�WKH�
PRRQ�LV�UDUHO\�IXOO�

��� ,QGLFDWRUV��   

 Such characters are signs denoting abstract concepts, or add indicators 
WR�SLFWRJUDSKV�WR�PDNH�QHZ�PHDQLQJV��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�FKDUDFWHU�IRU�¶URRWV·�
RU�¶IRXQGDWLRQ·�LV�FUHDWHG�E\�SODFLQJ�D�KRUL]RQWDO�VWURNH�DW�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�
SLFWRJUDP�IRU�¶WUHH·�WR�LQGLFDWH�WKH�WUHH·V�URRWV��6LPLODUO\��WKH�DQFLHQW�FKDUDF�
ter for ‘above’ has a short arc placed above the long arc, indicating that one 
object is located above the other. 

  Earlier script Modern script

 tree   ̈�P�

 root   ʹ�EėQ

 above    ʕ�shàng

�� Ջᕈ

�� ㅽྉ��[LjQJ[tQJ���DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�SLFWRJUDSKV�RU�LPLWDWLYHV�
���቉̠��]KˌVKu����DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�LQGLFDWLYHV��VHOI�H[SODQDWRU\�FKDUDFWHUV��VLPSOH�LGHRJUDPV��RU�LGHRJUDSKV�
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��� $VVRFLDWLYH�FRPSRXQGV�17  

� 6XFK� FKDUDFWHUV� FRPELQH� SLFWRJUDPV� RU� LQGLFDWRUV� WR� FUHDWH� D� QHZ�
PHDQLQJ��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�FKDUDFWHU�IRU�¶PLOLWDU\·�LV�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
FKDUDFWHUV�¶KDOEHUG·�D�VKDIWHG�ZHDSRQ��DQG�¶WR�VWRS·��WKHUHIRUH�WKH�PHDQLQJ�
RI� ¶PLOLWDU\·� LV� WR�FHDVH�FRQÁLFW��7KH�FKDUDFWHU� IRU� ¶WUXVW·� LV�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�
RI�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV�IRU�¶SHUVRQ·�DQG�¶ZRUG·��WKXV�WUXVW�LPSOLHV�¶NHHSLQJ�RQH·V�
word.’ 

� �� &RPSRQHQWV� (DUOLHU�VFULSW� 0RGHUQ�VFULSW

� PLOLWDU\� ᧗ + ੼� � �Zǻن
   halberd + stop    

 trust ϯ + ࡷ� � Ҽ�xìn
   person + word  

��� 3LFWRSKRQHWLF�FKDUDFWHUV�18  

 Pictophonetic characters are the largest category and represent over 90 
percent of the characters in Shuowen��&KDUDFWHUV�RI�WKLV�W\SH�DUH�FRPSRVHG�
RI�DW�OHDVW�RQH�SLFWRJUDSK�VXJJHVWLQJ�WKH�JHQHUDO�PHDQLQJ�DQG�RQH�SKRQHWLF�
HOHPHQW�UHODWLQJ�WR�WKH�VRXQG�RI�WKH�FKDUDFWHU��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�WZR�FKDUDF�
ters for river ॅ  (MLăQJ) and ః (hé). The water radical on the left indicates that 
ERWK�FKDUDFWHUV�KDYH�D�VHPDQWLF�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�ZDWHU��ZKLOH�WKH�SKRQHWLF�
HOHPHQW�LV�RQ�WKH�ULJKW��

� �� &RPSRQHQWV� (DUOLHU�VFULSW� 0RGHUQ�VFULSW
 river 晕+ק�� � ॅ�MLăQJ
   water + 
� �� �SKRQHWLF�HOHPHQW��� ��

 river 晕+ Щ� � ః�Kp
� ��RU�VWUHDP�� ZDWHU���
� �� �SKRQHWLF�HOHPHQW�� ��

5.  Derivative characters 19 

� 7KHVH� DUH� V\QRQ\PRXV� FKDUDFWHUV� WKDW� DUH� XVHG� WR� PXWXDOO\� LQWHU�
SUHW�HDFK�RWKHU��)RU�H[DPSOH��Ш (NǵR��PHDQLQJ�¶H[DPLQDWLRQ·�LV�WKRXJKW�WR� 
GHULYH�IURP�Ч (OǵR) ‘elderly’ because the elderly have greater ability to assess  
VLWXDWLRQV��&KDUDFWHUV�RI�WKLV�FDWHJRU\�DUH�XQFRPPRQ�

���ᕐ჋��KXu\u����DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�FRPSRXQG�LGHRJUDPV��FRPSRXQG�LGHRJUDSKV��ORJLFDO�DJJUHJDWHV�RU�
� ORJLFDO�FRPELQDWLRQV�
���ྉ⢍��[tQJVKďQJ���DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�SKRQRJUDPV��SKRQR�VHPDQWLFV�FRPSRXQGV��SKRQHWLF�FRPELQDWLRQV��
� RU�UDGLFDO�SKRQHWLF�FKDUDFWHUV�
����㎠᧘��]KXˊQ]K�����DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�PXWXDOO\�H[SODQDWRU\�FKDUDFWHUV�RU�GHÁHFWLYHV�
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���� 3KRQHWLF�ORDQ�FKDUDFWHUV�20

 ([LVWLQJ�FKDUDFWHUV�DUH�XVHG�WR�UHSUHVHQW�DQ�XQUHODWHG�ZRUG�ZLWK�VLPLODU�
RU� LGHQWLFDO�SURQXQFLDWLRQ��)RU�H[DPSOH�� WKH�FKDUDFWHU� IRU� ¶DOWKRXJK·�RULJL�
QDOO\�PHDQW�¶EHDUG·�EXW�ZDV�ODWHU�XVHG�DV�D�FRQMXQFWLYH�DGYHUE��7KH�DQFLHQW�
IRUP�LV�OLNH�D�SLFWXUH�RI�D�FKLQ�ZLWK�IRXU�EULVWOHV�IRUPLQJ�WKH�EHDUG��$OVR��WKH�
character for ‘west’ was originally the character for ‘perch’, therefore the an�
FLHQW�IRUP�LV�OLNH�WKH�SLFWXUH�RI�D�ELUG�SHUFKHG�LQ�LWV�QHVW��$V�ELUGV�JHQHUDOO\�
return to their nests at sunset when the sun is in the west, this character was 
adopted to represent the character for ‘west’.

� 'HULYHG�PHDQLQJ� 2ULJLQDO�� (DUOLHU�VFULSW� 0RGHUQ�VFULSW
  PHDQLQJ  

 although beard   Щ�pU

 west perch   о�[Ħ

� 7KHVH�VL[�SULQFLSOHV� IRU� WKH� IRUPDWLRQ�RI�&KLQHVH�FKDUDFWHUV�SURYLGH�D�
ORJLFDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�KRZ�UDGLFDOV�DUH�FRPELQHG��

���� 7KH�SLFWRULDO�QDWXUH�RI�UDGLFDOV
� (DFK�&KLQHVH�FKDUDFWHU�LV�D�SLFWXUH�ZLWK�HOHPHQWV�RI�KLVWRU\��OLWHUDWXUH��
DUW��SKLORVRSK\�RU�ZLVGRP��7KH�EHDXW\�RI�&KLQHVH�FDOOLJUDSK\�LV�ZLGHO\�UH�
vered. Chinese characters were originally pictorial in nature. Studying ety�
PRORJ\�QDWXUDOO\�IDFLOLWDWHV�OHDUQLQJ�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV��,QGHHG��WKH�KXPDQ�PLQG�
JHQHUDOO\� UHFDOOV�SLFWXUHV�EHWWHU� WKDQ�ZRUGV�RU�QXPEHUV�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� WKH�
FKDUDFWHU�IRU�¶WXUWOH·�UHVHPEOHV�D�WXUWOH�RU�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�IRU�¶WRJHWKHU·�LV�FRP�
SRVHG�RI�WZR�KDQGV�SURSSLQJ�XS�DQ�LWHP��

  Earlier script Modern script

 turtle   Ꮮ�JXĦ

 together   θ�gòng

� +RZHYHU��WKH�IRUP�RI�FKDUDFWHUV�KDV�HYROYHG�GXH�WR�WKH�VWDQGDUGLVDWLRQ�
of writing coupled with the need for convenience and speed of writing. The 
VLPSOLÀFDWLRQ�RU�PRGLÀFDWLRQ�RI�FKDUDFWHUV�KDV�OHG�WR�OHVV�YLYLG�GHSLFWLRQV��
,QGHHG��WKH�PRGHUQ�IRUPV�FRPPRQO\�DSSHDU�DV�V\PEROV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�GUDZ�
ings. Shuowen�XVHV�WKH�DQFLHQW�IRUPV�RI�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV�SURYLGLQJ�D�OLQN�WR�WKH�
SLFWRJUDSKLF�HVVHQFH�RI�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV�IRU�HDVH�RI�PHPRU\��

���Ѧщ��MLˊMLq����DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�ORDQ�FKDUDFWHUV�RU�IDOVH�ERUURZLQJ�FKDUDFWHUV�DGRSWHG�WR�UHSUHVHQW 
� KRPRSKRQHV�
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� &KLQHVH� FKDUDFWHUV� KDYH� HYROYHG� IURP� WKHLU� SULPLWLYH� IRUPV� WR� WKHLU�
PRGHUQ� VFULSW� WKURXJK� PDQ\� SKDVHV�� 7KH� PDMRU� ZULWLQJ� VW\OHV� LQFOXGH� 
oracle bone inscriptions21� RI� WKH� 6KDQJ� G\QDVW\�� EURQ]H� LQVFULSWLRQV22  
during the Zhou dynasty, the seal script�� characteristic of the Qin dynasty, 
WKH�VLPSOLÀHG�DQG�PRGLÀHG�FOHULFDO�VFULSW24�XVHG�IRU�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�ZRUN�
DQG�WKH�PRGHUQ�UHJXODU�IRUP25��7DEOH���SURYLGHV�D�VXPPDU\�RI�WKH�KLVWRUL�
FDO�HYROXWLRQ�RI�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV��'XULQJ�WKH�4LQ�G\QDVW\�LQ�����$'��(PSHURU�
4LQ�FRPPLVVLRQHG�VWDWHVPDQ�/L�6L�WR�VWDQGDUGLVH�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV��GHYHORSLQJ�
D�FRPPRQ�IRUPDO�ZULWLQJ�VFULSW�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�VPDOO�VHDO�VFULSW����,W�LV�WHUPHG�
´VPDOOµ�EHFDXVH�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV�ZHUH�DEEUHYLDWHG�IRUPV�RI�WKH�HDUOLHU�VFULSW�
known as large seal script27 or Zhou script28 that developed since the late 
=KRX�G\QDVW\��DQG�´VHDOµ�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�WKH�PDLQ�VFULSW�XVHG�IRU�SHUVRQDO�
DQG�R΀FLDO�VHDOV��;X�6KHQ�DGRSWHG�WKH�VPDOO�VHDO�VFULSW�DV�WKH�VWDQGDUG�IRU�
the entries in Shuowen�DQG�LW�UHPDLQV�RQH�RI�WKH�PDMRU�EULGJHV�IRU�GHFLSKHU�
LQJ�HYHQ�WKH�HDUOLHVW�RUDFOH�DQG�EURQ]H�VFULSWV�

���⁲㬴ᐵ

���㕷ᐵ

���╉ᐵ

��� 㢕ᕈ

���᜴㭓

���യ╉

���૭╉ᐵ

���▧ᐵ

This was distinct from the ever-changing vernacular language with its diver-
sity of dialects. Indeed, literary Chinese was an international communication 
tool. Chinese characters thus transcend time and space. 
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7DEOH�����+LVWRULFDO�HYROXWLRQ�RI�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV29.

0DMRU�
0DMRU�IRUPV

� 0RVW�SRSXODU
� &KDUDFWHULVWLFV� � ([DPSOHVperiods    time    

$QFLHQW� � 2UDFOH�ERQH�� � 6KDQJ�G\QDVW\� � &KDUDFWHU�VL]H��
ZULWLQJ� � LQVFULSWLRQV� � �����������%&�� � SRVLWLRQLQJ��IRUP�� � � �
period   ΋ਡ́� � � � FRPSOH[LW\�� � � � �PDQ�� � � � ZDWHU
   (MLǵJǻZpQ)    and textual      UpQ���� � � � VKXǷ
� � � � � � � � IRUPDW�DUH�QRW� � � � � � �� �� � � � �
        consistent.     

              to walk  book
              ]ǹX������� � � Fq
  
   %URQ]H�� � =KRX�G\QDVW\� � &KDUDFWHU
� � � LQVFULSWLRQV� � ����������%&�� � SRVLWLRQLQJ�DQG
�́ہ    � � � IRUP�FRPSOH[LW\
   (MĦQZpQ)    continue to be 
        inconsistent, 
� � � � � � � � EXW�WKH�VL]H�DQG
� � � � � � � � WKH�WH[WXDO�IRUPDW�
� � � � � � � � DUH�PRUH�À[HG��
        Strokes are
� � � � � � � � VLPSOHU��DQG�
        characters are 
� � � � � � � � PRUH�V\PPHWULFDO�
  
� � � 6HDO�VFULSW�� � /DWH�=KRX�� � 0DQ\�YDULDQW�IRUPV
   ᇹ́� � dynasty and  of characters are
   (zhuànwén�� � WKH�4LQ�G\QDVW\��� HOLPLQDWHG��
� � � � � � ���������%&�� � &KDUDFWHU�
        positioning and 
� � � � � � � � IRUP�FRPSOH[LW\
� � � � � � � � EHFRPH�
        consistent. Many 
        of the strokes
        are lengthened, 
        curved, and 
� � � � � � � � FRPSOLFDWHG��
        and all the 
        characters are 
        roughly square 
        in shape.
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0RGHUQ   Clerical script Qin dynasty  Characters strokes 
ZULWLQJ  ᓚए and the Han  are less curved,      Ǘ��ᒢ
period  (OuVKŗ�� G\QDVW\� � WKH�QXPEHU�RI� � � �
    � �����%&�����$'��� strokes is reduced, 
� � � � � � � DQG�PDQ\�RI�WKH�� � � � � �⨜���ΰ
� � � � � � � FRPSRQHQWV�DUH�
� � � � � � � PRGLÀHG�DQG�
� � � � � � � VLPSOLÀHG��
       Pictographic 
       shapes are 
� � � � � � � FRPSOHWHO\�GURSSHG��
       Characters have 
� � � � � � � EHFRPH�ZULWLQJ
� � � � � � � V\PEROV�
  
� � � 5HJXODU�VFULSW� )URP�WKH�ODVW�� � &KDUDFWHUV�VWURNHV�� � � �

� � � ๥ᝂ� Han dynasty  are�VPRRWKHU�DQG��� �����ʆ��̐
   (NǵLWǷ) to present  straighter than                
       those in the clerical 
        script. They are    ��Ի���̰
       clear and easy to 
       read and write.        

���� 7KH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�HDUOLHU�VFULSWV�
 As characters have evolved throughout history, it is unreliable to  
LQWHUSUHW�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�E\�DQDO\VLQJ�RQO\�LWV�PRGHUQ�IRUPV��,QGHHG��WKH�SXU�
pose of Shuowen was to educate about and restore an understanding of the 
WUDGLWLRQDO�SULQFLSOHV�RI�FKDUDFWHU�IRUPDWLRQ��DW�D�WLPH�RI�FRPPRQ�FDYDOLHU�
and erroneous interpretations of the characters. As Leon Wiegers notes,  
´7KH�DLP�RI�;X�6KHQ�ZDV�WR�LPSHGH�DQ\�XOWHULRU�DOWHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV�
E\�VHWWLQJ�WKHLU�DXWKHQWLFDO�IRUP�EHIRUH�WKH�H\HV�RI�DOO�VFKRODUV��.” This was 
critical to ensuring lasting connection with and understanding of the ancient 
WHDFKLQJV�DQG�ZLVGRP��

� 7KHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�W\SHV�RI�FKDUDFWHU�PLVLQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��)LUVW��WKH�PHDQ�
LQJ�RI�D�VHQWHQFH�RU�SKUDVH�PD\�EH�HQWLUHO\�FKDQJHG�GXH�WR�PLVLQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�
RI�D�FKDUDFWHU��7KLV�LV�H[HPSOLÀHG�E\�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�IRU�¶EULJKW·�RU�¶ZLQGRZ·�

���-RKQ�-LQJ�KXD�<LQ��Fundamentals of Chinese Characters��������
���:LHJHUV��DERYH�Q��
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᡺�(MLǹQJ�, a pictograph depicting a latticed window through which the bright 
PRRQOLJKW�VWUHDPV��LQ�HDUOLHU�VFULSWV��+RZHYHU�WKH�PRGHUQ�IRUP�ORRNV�OLNH�
D� IDFH�ZLWK�D�IURZQ�DQG�LV�FRPPRQO\�PLVWDNHQ�DV�PHDQLQJ� ¶GHSUHVVHG·�RU�
¶IUXVWUDWHG·��7KLV�FDQ�EH�SUREOHPDWLF�ZKHQ�WKLV�FKDUDFWHU�LV�XVHG��LQFOXGLQJ�
DV�D�UDGLFDO��LQ�FODVVLF�WH[WV��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�DQ�ROG�IRUP�RI�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�¶OXPL�
nous’ or ‘understand’ 䨚 (míng���6HFRQG��PLVLQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�FKDUDFWHUV�PD\�
OHDG�WR�LOORJLFDO�DVVRFLDWLRQV�WKDW�LPSHGH�OHDUQLQJ��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�FXUUHQW�
FKDUDFWHUV�IRU�¶ELUG·��¶IXPH·�DQG�¶ÀVK·�DOO�KDYH�IRXU�GRWV�DW�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�
FKDUDFWHU��ZKLFK�DSSHDU�WR�EH�WKH�¶ÀUH·�UDGLFDO��2Q�LQVSHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�HDUOLHU�
VFULSWV�IRU�¶ELUG·�DQG�¶ÀVK·��ZH�FDQ�VHH�WKDW�WKH�IRXU�GRWV�DUH�VLPSOLÀFDWLRQV�
RI�PRUH�FRPSOH[�VWURNHV�DV�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV�HYROYHG�DQG�DUH�XQUHODWHG�WR�WKH�
ÀUH�UDGLFDO��2QO\�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�IRU�¶IXPH·�DFWXDOO\�LQYROYHV�WKH�¶ÀUH·�UDGLFDO�
DQG�HDUOLHU�VFULSWV�GHSLFW�ZRRG�RQ�WRS�RI�ÀUH��7KH�DQDO\VLV�RI�FKDUDFWHUV�PXVW�
EH�EDVHG�RQ�HDUOLHU�VFULSWV��6SHFLÀFDOO\��WKH�VPDOO�VHDO�VFULSW�XVHG�LQ�Shuowen 
SURYLGHV�D�YLWDO�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DQFLHQW�DQG�PRGHUQ�IRUPV�

  Earlier script Modern script

 bright     ᡺�ᡞ�PLǹQJ

� OXPLQRXV��� � 䨚ا��PtQJ
 understand    

 bird     ఍�QLǵR

� IXPH� ���� ❊�[ŗQ

� ÀVK� ���� ఌ�yú
  
� $V� DQ� HW\PRORJLFDO� GLFWLRQDU\�� Shuowen� GHWDLOV� WKH� RULJLQDO�PHDQLQJ��
IRUP�DQG�SURQXQFLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV��/HDUQLQJ�WKH�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�
WKH� PHDQLQJ�� IRUP� DQG� VRXQG� DGGV� GHSWK� RI� ORJLF� DQG� VLJQLÀFDQFH�� 7KH� 
&KLQHVH�FKDUDFWHUV�DUH�PHPRUDEOH�DQG� OLIHOLNH��)RU�H[DPSOH�� WKH�FKDUDFWHU 
ʉ (Eă�� PHDQV� ¶HLJKW·�� +RZHYHU� 6KXRZHQ� SURYLGHV� WKH� IXUWKHU� FXOWXUDO� 
GHÀQLWLRQ� RI� ¶WR� SDUW� RU� GLYLGH·��$QDO\VLQJ� WKH� IRUP�� WKH� FKDUDFWHU�ʉ (Eă)  
ORRNV� VLPLODU� WR� WZR�REMHFWV� VHSDUDWLQJ��0RUHRYHU�SURQRXQFLQJ� WKH� VRXQG�
Eă� UHTXLUHV�RXU� OLSV� WR�PRYH�DZD\� IURP�HDFK�RWKHU��7KXV�� WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�
WKH�ZRUG�LV�OLQNHG�WR�LWV�IRUP�DQG�VRXQG��8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�D�FKDUDFWHU�PHDQV�
KDYLQJ�D�WKRURXJK�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�LWV�RULJLQDO�PHDQLQJ��IRUP�DQG�SURQXQ�
FLDWLRQ��DQG�KRZ�WKRVH�WKUHH�HOHPHQWV�DUH�UHODWHG��7KXV��Shuowen�PDNHV�WKH�
FKDUDFWHUV�PHPRUDEOH�DQG�RXU�NQRZOHGJH�DERXW�WKHP�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�
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�����.H\�WR�ZLVGRP
� 7RGD\��WKH�ZRUOG�LV�IDFLQJ�LQFUHDVLQJ�QDWXUDO�DQG�PDQ�PDGH�GLVDVWHUV��
LQFOXGLQJ� FOLPDWH� FKDQJH�� SHDNLQJ� RI� UHVRXUFH� UHVHUYHV�� WKUHDWHQHG� IRRG�
VHFXULW\� DQG� D� IUHVKZDWHU� FULVLV�� 5HVROYLQJ� WKHVH� FULVHV� UHTXLUHV� GHFLVLRQ�
PDNLQJ�EDVHG�RQ�XQLYHUVDO�KXPDQ�YDOXHV�IRXQG�LQ�RXU�UHOLJLRQV�DQG�WUD�
GLWLRQDO� FXOWXUHV��3URIRXQG�ZLVGRP�FRPPRQ� WR� DOO� WUDGLWLRQDO� FXOWXUHV� LV�
inherent within the Chinese characters. Shuowen is the key to unlocking this 
ZLVGRP��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�XQLYHUVDO�ORYH�LV�HQFDSVXODWHG�LQ�WKH�
&KLQHVH�FKDUDFWHU��Ҩ (xiào��PHDQLQJ�WR�ORYH�DQG�KRQRXU�RQH·V�SDUHQWV��7KLV�
FKDUDFWHU�LV�DQ�DVVRFLDWLYH�FRPSRXQG�FRPSRVHG�RI�¶ROG·�Ч (OǵR) above and 
‘young’ʪ (]Ƿ�� EHORZ�� 7KH� FRPELQDWLRQ� RI� WKHVH� WZR� FKDUDFWHUV� V\PEROLVH�
WKH�RQHQHVV�RI�JHQHUDWLRQV�SDVW�DQG�SUHVHQW��7KHUH�DUH�LQÀQLWH�JHQHUDWLRQV�
SDVW�DQG�LQÀQLWH�JHQHUDWLRQV�WR�FRPH��HYHU\RQH�EHLQJ�HYHU�FRQQHFWHG�DV�RQH� 
HQWLW\��7KLV�XQLYHUVDO�ORYH�DULVHV�IURP�RXU�ÀUVW�UHODWLRQVKLS�LQ�OLIH���ORYLQJ�
DQG�KRQRXULQJ�SDUHQWV��6LPLODUO\��WKH�FKDUDFWHU�IRU�EHQHYROHQFH�ˋ (rén) is 
FRPSRVHG�RI�¶SHUVRQ·�ʆ (拞) (rén) on the left and ‘two’ʅ (qU) on the right. 
7KLV�V\PEROLVHV�DOZD\V�EHLQJ�FRQVLGHUDWH�RI�DQG�NLQG�WR�RWKHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�
WKH�ZLGHU� FRPPXQLW\��$QRWKHU� DVVRFLDWLYH� FRPSRXQG� ¶SXEOLF� RU� IDLU·�˙�

(JĿQJ��LV�FRPSRVHG�RI�ʉ (Eă��¶WR�VHSDUDWH�RU�SDUW�IURP·�DERYH�¶SULYDWH·揉(VĦ), 
PHDQLQJ�WKDW�RQH�PXVW�UHOLQTXLVK�SHUVRQDO�LQWHUHVWV�WR�EH�IDLU�RU�DFW�LQ�WKH�
public interest.

� � &RPSRQHQWV� (DUOLHU�VFULSW� 0RGHUQ�VFULSW

 loving and Ч + ʪ� � � � Ҩ�xiào 
 honouring old + young 
 parents
 
 benevolence ʆ + ʅ� � � � ˋ�UpQ
  person + two   

 fair, public ʉ + 揉� � � � ˙�JĿQJ
  depart + private   

 The characters are replete with the values of China’s traditional culture, 
SUHVHUYHG�LQ�OLWHUDU\�&KLQHVH�WKURXJKRXW�WKRXVDQGV�RI�\HDUV��;X�6KHQ�VWDWHV��
“The written language is the foundation of learning, the origins of wise gov�
HUQDQFH��WKH�PHDQV�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�RXU�IRUHIDWKHUV�LPSDUWHG�WR�WKHLU�GHVFHQG�
DQWV��DQG�E\�ZKLFK�ODWHU�JHQHUDWLRQV�FDQ�OHDUQ�IURP�WKH�SDVW�����%ULWLVK�SKL�
ORVRSKHU�%HUWUDQG�5XVVHOO�RQFH�VWDWHG��´&KLQD�LV�PXFK�OHVV�D�SROLWLFDO�HQWLW\�

���7KHUQ��DERYH�Q��
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WKDQ�D�FLYLOL]DWLRQ���WKH�RQO\�RQH�WKDW�KDV�VXU�
YLYHG�IURP�DQFLHQW�WLPHV��6LQFH�WKH�GD\V�RI� 
&RQIXFLXV�� WKH� (J\SWLDQ�� %DE\ORQLDQ�� 
3HUVLDQ��0DFHGRQLDQ��DQG�5RPDQ�(PSLUHV�
KDYH� SHULVKHG�� EXW� &KLQD� KDV� SHUVLVWHG�
through a continuous evolution��.” A sig�
QLÀFDQW�IDFWRU�LQ�WKH�VXUYLYDO�RI�WKLV�DQFLHQW�
FLYLOL]DWLRQ�LV�WKH�&KLQHVH�ZULWLQJ�V\VWHP��

 Languages based on an alphabeti�
FDO� V\VWHP� ZLWK� V\PEROV� EDVHG� RQ� VRXQG� 
inevitably change with changes in pronun�
FLDWLRQ��YRFDEXODU\�RU�JUDPPDU�RYHU�WLPH��
&RQVHTXHQWO\��PDQ\�DQFLHQW�ODQJXDJHV�DUH�
LQFRPSUHKHQVLEOH� WR� WKH� PRGHUQ� ZRUOG� 
Renowned historian and philosopher of 
history, Dr Arnold Toynbee explains in 
Surviving the Future���� WKDW� LI� D�ÀIWK�FHQWX�
U\� %&�*UHHN� FRXOG� FRPH� EDFN� WR� OLIH� DQG�
JR� WR�*UHHFH� DQG� WU\� WR� WDON� WR� D�PRGHUQ�
GD\� *UHHN�� KH� ZRXOG� QRW� EH� XQGHUVWRRG��
7KH\� ZRXOG� ERWK� EH� VSHDNLQJ� *UHHN�� EXW�
WKH� VRXQGV� DQG� WKH� JUDPPDU� DQG� WKH� YR�
FDEXODU\� RI�*UHHN� KDYH� FKDQJHG� VR�PXFK�
that they would be unintelligible to each 
RWKHU��%XW�LI�D�ÀIWK�FHQWXU\�%&�&KLQHVH��VD\�
&RQIXFLXV��ZHUH� WR� FRPH� WR� OLIH� DJDLQ�DQG�
PHHW�D�&KLQHVH�SHUVRQ�WRGD\��LI�WKH\�WDONHG��
WKH\�ZRXOG�EH� MXVW� OLNH�WKH�WZR�*UHHNV��VR�
instead of talking, the two would write to 
HDFK� RWKHU�� 7KH� VDPH� FKDUDFWHUV�� DUUDQJHG�
LQ�WKH�VDPH�RUGHU��ZRXOG�FRQYH\�WKH�VDPH�
PHDQLQJ�WR�&RQIXFLXV�DV�WR�WKH�&KLQHVH�WR�
day. The Chinese were aware of the evolu�
tion of language and distinguished Classi�
FDO� &KLQHVH� IURP� WKH� YHUQDFXODU� &KLQHVH��
Literary Chinese refers to a traditional style 
RI�ZULWWHQ�ODQJXDJH�XVHG�IRU�DOO�IRUPDO�ZULW�
ing until the twentieth century. This was 

XVHG� WR� FRPSUHKHQVLYHO\� UHFRUG� WKHLU�ZLV�
GRP� LQFOXGLQJ� LGHDV�� PHWKRGV�� RXWFRPHV�
and experiences, distilled over thousands of 
\HDUV��IRU�WKH�EHQHÀW�RI�ODWHU�JHQHUDWLRQV��

 Classical Chinese provides a useful en�
GXULQJ� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� WRRO�� 7KURXJKRXW�
history, Classical Chinese coexisted with the 
native spoken languages of other countries, 
VXFK� DV� -DSDQ��9LHWQDP� DQG�.RUHD�� 7KLV� LV�
analogous to the use of Latin throughout 
PHGLHYDO� (XURSH� DQG� 6DQVNULW� WKURXJK�
RXW� VRXWK�HDVW�$VLD��'U�7R\QEHH�HQYLVDJHG� 
&KLQHVH� FKDUDFWHUV� EHFRPLQJ� ´WKH� ZRUOG�
ZLGH�YLVXDO� FRGH� IRU� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� FRPPX�
QLFDWLRQ��MXVW�DV�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�$UDELF�QXPHU�
DOV� KDYH� EHFRPH� WKH� ZRUOG�ZLGH� FRGH� IRU�
ZULWLQJ� QXPEHUV��.” All nations can uti�
lise this convenient tool to record valuable  
LQIRUPDWLRQ�� H[SHULHQFHV� DQG� ZLVGRP� IRU�
WKH�EHQHÀW�RI�JHQHUDWLRQV�WR�FRPH�

� &KLQHVH�FKDUDFWHUV�DUH�WLPHOHVV�DQG�UH�
PDLQ�DV�FRPSUHKHQVLEOH�WRGD\�DV�WKH\�ZHUH�
thousands of years ago. Crucial to Classical 
Chinese is the understanding of characters 
ZLWKLQ� WKH� WUDGLWLRQDO� FXOWXUDO�PLOLHX�� 7KLV�
is provided by Shuowen��WKH�ÀUVW�HW\PRORJL�
FDO� GLFWLRQDU\�� GHWDLOLQJ� WKH� RULJLQDO�PHDQ�
LQJ�� IRUP�DQG�SURQXQFLDWLRQ�RI� WKH�FKDUDF�
WHUV��)RU�(QJOLVK�VLQRORJLVW�-DPHV�/HJJH��DQ�
understanding of the Record of Rites hinged 
RQ�D�FDUHIXO�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRPSOH[�KLV�
WRULFDO�PHDQLQJV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKO\�
resonant character of ᔩ (OǷ), based on study�
ing textual sources including Shuowen��. 
Shuowen is the key to being able to un�
GHUVWDQG� FODVVLFDO� &KLQHVH� WH[WV�� IURP� WKH�
Analects of Confucius, the Chinese Buddhist 
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Canon and the world literary treasure of the  
Comprehensive Library of the Four Branches of 
Literature,�� the largest collection of books 
LQ� WKH� KLVWRU\� RI�&KLQD��&RPPLVVLRQHG� E\�
(PSHURU�4LDQORQJ�IURP�������WKH�FROOHFWLRQ�
WRRN� QLQH� \HDUV� WR� FRPSOHWH� DQG� LQFOXGHV�
LPSRUWDQW� WH[WV� IURP� WKH� =KRX� G\QDVW\�
through to the Qing dynasty. The Three 
Character Classic�VWDWHV��´2QO\�DIWHU�FRPSOHW�
LQJ�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQDO�VWXGLHV�>SKLORORJ\@�FDQ�
one progress to studying the classics”. This 
is because without proper understanding, it 
LV�GL΀FXOW�WR�SURSHUO\�SUDFWLVH�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�
LQ�GDLO\�OLIH�DQG�EHQHÀW�IURP�GRLQJ�VR�

 Philologist of the Qing dynasty Zhu 
Junsheng��� � H[SODLQHG�� ´2QH� PXVW� ÀUVW�
have an understanding of the characters 
before studying the classics. A thorough 
FRPSUHKHQVLRQ� RI� WKH� FODVVLFV� LV� RQO\�
possible with a solid foundation of philology. 
Through understanding the teachings, 
one is then able to live the teachings.” For 
H[DPSOH��WKH�Governing Principles of Ancient 
China (Qunshu Zhiyao)�H[WUDFWHG�IURP��������
books and 89,000 scrolls of ancient writing 
RYHU� D� SHULRG� RI� ������ \HDUV� UHPDLQV� UH��
OHYDQW�WRGD\��6X]KRX�*RRG�$UN�(OHFWURQLFV�
has put the universal values of China’s 
traditional culture at the heart of its business 
PDQDJHPHQW�� *RRG�$UN� (OHFWURQLFV� LV�
D� SXEOLFO\�OLVWHG� FRPSDQ\� LQ� &KLQD�� D�
OHDGLQJ� PDQXIDFWXUHU� RI� VHPL�FRQGXFWRUV��
accounting for 10% of worldwide output. 
The Governing Principles of Ancient China 
VWDWHV��´*RRG�OHDGHUV�ZLOO�ORYH�SHRSOH�DV�LI�
WKH\�ZHUH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�FDUH�IRU�WKHP�
DV�LI�WKH\�ZHUH�WKHLU�RZQ�NLQGUHG�µ�,WV�������
HPSOR\HHV� DUH� UHVSHFWHG� DQG� WUXVWHG� DV�
IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��SXQFK�FDUG�PDFKLQHV�ZHUH�

GLVFDUGHG��HPSOR\HHV·�SDUHQWV�RYHU����\HDUV�
RI� DJH� UHFHLYH� D� PRQWKO\� DOORZDQFH�� DQG�
HPSOR\HHV·� FKLOGUHQ�EHORZ����\HDUV�RI�DJH�
receive a care subsidy. Working days were 
UHGXFHG�WR�ÀYH�SHU�ZHHN�DOORZLQJ�DQ�H[WUD�
GD\� IRU� OHDUQLQJ� WKH� YDOXHV� IURP�&ODVVLFDO�
&KLQHVH� WH[WV�� &RUSRUDWH� NH\� SHUIRUPDQFH�
LQGLFDWRUV� VKRZHG� WKDW� WKH� VWDͿ� WXUQRYHU�
UDWH�GHFOLQHG�GUDPDWLFDOO\� IURP����SHUFHQW�
LQ� ����� WR� OHVV� WKDQ� �� SHUFHQW� LQ� ������ WKH�
FRPSDQ\·V�PDUNHW�YDOXH�LQ������VRDUHG�E\�
42 percent over that of 2012, and annual 
SURÀW� KDG� LQFUHDVHG� E\� ����� IURP� ������
7KHVH� YDOXHV� DUH� FOHDUO\� QRW� VSHFLÀF� WR�
RQH� FXOWXUH� EXW� H[HPSOLI\� D� XQLYHUVDO� DQG�
WLPHOHVV�FXOWXUDO�KHULWDJH�IRU�DOO��:H�VKRXOG�
FKHULVK� WKLV�ZLVGRP�RI� IRUPHU�JHQHUDWLRQV�
and undertake the responsibility to learn, 
OLYH� DQG� WHDFK� IRU� WKH� EHQHÀW� RI� IXWXUH�
generations.

&RQFOXVLRQ
 Shuowen�RͿHUV�D�WLPHOHVV�ORJLFDO�PHWK�
od to learning Chinese based on the ety�
PRORJ\� RI� WKH� FKDUDFWHUV�� 7KH� VRXUFH� DQG�
HYROXWLRQ�RI� WKH� FKDUDFWHUV� LV� WKH� IRUHPRVW�
foundation to understanding China’s histo�
ry and traditional culture. Shuowen provides 
FRPSUHKHQVLYH�H[SODQDWLRQV�RI� WKH� FKDUDF�
ters, which is helpful for understanding 
WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�ZRUGV� LQ�&ODVVLFDO�&KLQHVH�
literature. This evidence base of universal 
YDOXHV� WUDQVFHQGV� WLPH� DQG� VSDFH� DQG� LV�
WKH�FXOWXUDO�KHULWDJH�IRU�DOO�KXPDQLW\��&ODV�
VLFDO� &KLQHVH� RͿHUV� D� WLPHOHVV�� XQLYHUVDO�
tool for the preservation of experiences and 
concepts for future generations. Therefore, 
OHDUQLQJ�WKH�PHDQLQJV�RI�&KLQHVH�FKDUDFWHUV�
through Shuowen is key to reviving a culture 
RI�SURIRXQG�ZLVGRP�DQG�SHDFH�

���

���Ǖॉ༄Նᕈǖ�������������ᕵ㫒⢍ԯ⁣



Qunshu Zhiyao: 
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WKH�6DLQWV�DQG�6DJHV�,V�(VVHQWLDO�1  
Q Professor Liu Yuli

&KLQD·V�HFRQRPLF growth in the past 
WKLUW\²VL[� \HDUV� KDV� DVWRQLVKHG� WKH� ZRUOG�
VLQFH� DQ� HFRQRPLF� UHIRUP� SROLF\� ZDV� DG�
RSWHG�WR�PRGHUQL]H�&KLQD�LQ�������+RZHY�
HU��WKH�HFRQRPLF�JURZWK�KDV�EURXJKW�DERXW�
VRPH� GLVWXUELQJ� WUHQGV� LQ� ERWK� WKH� SROLWL�
FDO�DUHQD�DQG�VRFLDO�QRUPV�VXFK�DV�FRUUXS�
WLRQ� DQG�PLVFRQGXFW��PDUNHW�ÁRRGHG�ZLWK�
counterfeiting and inferior products, as well 
DV� DODUPLQJ� WKUHDWV� RI� IRRG� VDIHW\�� 1RZD�
GD\V��WKHVH�LVVXHV�KDYH�JUHDWO\�KDUPHG�WKH� 
VRFLDO�VWDELOLW\��LQ�SDUWLFXODU��LW�UDLVHV�FRQFHUQ�

ZKHWKHU�VRFLDO�VWDELOLW\�FDQ�EH�PDLQWDLQHG�
because they are prevalent in every part of 
WKH� FRXQWU\�� 6RPH� VFKRODUV� VD\� WKDW� WKHVH�
SUREOHPV� FDQ� EH� VROYHG� E\�PHUHO\� LPSOH�
PHQWLQJ�:HVWHUQ�VW\OH�GHPRFUDF\�LQWR�FXU�
rent Chinese society. This viewpoint, lacks 
the thorough observation or logical analy�
VLV�UHTXLUHG�WR�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�UHDO�UHDVRQ�IRU�
WKH�SUREOHPV��6XFK�D�FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�
FOLPDWH� FRXOG� UHVXOW� LQ� D� FKDLQ�UHDFWLRQ�RI�
VRFLDO�GLVRUGHU�WKDW�ZRXOG�XOWLPDWHO\�IDLO�WR�
achieve the desired results. 

7KH�:HVWHUQ�ZRUOG�PDLQWDLQHG� LWV�VRFLDO�RUGHU�E\�GXDO�HIIRUWV��RQ�WKH�
RQH�KDQG�� LW� WULHG�WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�VRFLDO�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�V\VWHP�WKDW�FDQ�
HQVXUH�MXVWLFH�DQG�HTXDOLW\��\HW�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG�LW�VWUHQJWKHQHG�WKH�
PRUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG� WUXVWZRUWKLQHVV� WKURXJK�UHOLJLRXV�
HGXFDWLRQ�ZKLFK�LV�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�
8QIRUWXQDWHO\��VRPH�&KLQHVH�VFKRODUV�WRGD\�KDYH�QHJOHFWHG�WR�D�ODUJH�
H[WHQW�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�UROH�RI�UHOLJLRXV�HGXFDWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�&KXUFK�KDV�
SOD\HG�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH�LQ�WKH�:HVW³IRVWHULQJ�FLWL]HQVKLS�WKURXJK�UHOLJLRXV�
SUHDFKLQJ��6R�WKH\�PHUHO\�VWUHVV�RQ��WKH�HIÀFDF\�RI�WKH�:HVWHUQ�IXOO�
ÁHGJHG�VRFLDO�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�V\VWHP�RI�MXVWLFH�DQG�HTXDOLW\��
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WKH�6DLQWV�DQG�6DJHV�,V�(VVHQWLDO�1  
Q Professor Liu Yuli

,��� 6RFLDO�6WDELOLW\�VWDUWV�IURP��
� 3HRSOH·V�0LQGV��
 Historically speaking, Western civili�
]DWLRQ� IHDWXUHG� DQ� RYHU�ZKHOPLQJ� LQÁX�
HQFH�RI�UHOLJLRXV�FXOWXUH�� IURP�ZKLFK�JDYH�
rise to the core values of equality and social 
justice. In other words, although social ad�
PLQLVWUDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�:HVW�KDV�VXFFHVVIXOO\�VH�
cured social equality and justice, the sense 
RI�PRUDOLW\�DQG�MXVWLFH��DV�ZHOO�DV�VKRZLQJ�
FRPSDVVLRQ� DQG� WUXVWZRUWKLQHVV� IRU� HDFK�
person, is nurtured by religious education. 
$V�D�UHVXOW�� WKH�:HVWHUQ�ZRUOG�PDLQWDLQHG�
LWV� VRFLDO�RUGHU�E\�GXDO�HͿRUWV��RQ� WKH�RQH�
KDQG��LW�WULHG�WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�VRFLDO�DGPLQLV�
WUDWLRQ� V\VWHP� WKDW� FDQ� HQVXUH� MXVWLFH� DQG�
equality, yet on the other hand it strength�
HQHG� WKH� PRUDO� HGXFDWLRQ� RI� FRPSDVVLRQ�
and trustworthiness through religious ed�
ucation which is the responsibility of the 
Church.
 
� 8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� VRPH� &KLQHVH� VFKRODUV�
today have neglected to a large extent the 
IXQGDPHQWDO� UROH� RI� UHOLJLRXV� HGXFDWLRQ�
WKDW�WKH�&KXUFK�KDV�SOD\HG�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH�
LQ� WKH�:HVW³IRVWHULQJ�FLWL]HQVKLS� WKURXJK�
UHOLJLRXV� SUHDFKLQJ�� 6R� WKH\�PHUHO\� VWUHVV�
RQ� WKH� H΀FDF\�RI� WKH�:HVWHUQ� IXOO�ÁHGJHG�
VRFLDO�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�V\VWHP�RI� MXVWLFH�DQG�
equality. 
 
 In the chapter titles “The Doctrine of 
Mean” in the Book of Rites, Confucius said, 
´*RRG� JRYHUQDQFH� UHOLHV� RQ� HͿHFWLYH� RI�

ÀFLDOV�� ZLWKRXW� WKHP�� JRYHUQDQFH� ZRXOG�
HYHQWXDOO\� HQG� XS� LQ� IDLOXUH�µ� 1R� PDWWHU�
ZKDW�NLQG�RI�SROLWLFDO�V\VWHP��D�SHUVRQ��HV�
SHFLDOO\�D�OHDGHU��ZRXOG�GHÀQLWHO\�QRW�KDUP�
KLV�FRPPXQLW\�RU�FRXQWU\�LI�KH�KDG�D�QREOH�
character with the sense of righteousness. 
/LNHZLVH�� WKH� IDPRXV� 6FRWWLVK� PRUDO� DQG�
political philosopher Alasdair Maclntyre 
VDLG� WKDW�PRUDO� SULQFLSOHV�� QR�PDWWHU� KRZ�
perfect they were, would be useless if peo�
SOH�ZHUH�LPPRUDO�DQG�XQDEOH�WR�OLYH�XS�WR�
those principles. He also expounded in After 
Virtue 2, “There is however another crucial 
link between virtues and law, for knowing 
how to apply the law is itself possible only 
IRU�VRPHRQH�ZKR�SRVVHVVHV�WKH�YLUWXH�RI�MXV�

��  4XQVKX�=KL\DR��7KH�&RPSLODWLRQ�RI�%RRNV�DQG�:ULWLQJV�RQ�WKH�,PSRUWDQW�*RYHUQLQJ�3ULQFLSOHV��ZDV�FRPSLOHG�XQGHU�WKH�UR\DO�
FRPPDQG�RI�(PSHURU�7DL]RQJ�RI�7DQJ�G\QDVW\�LQ�$'������7DL]RQJ�RUGHUHG�SUHVWLJLRXV�VFKRODU�RIÀFLDOV��WKH�KRQRUDEOH�:HL�=KHQJ�
DQG�<X�6KLQDQ��WR�FRPE�WKURXJK�DOO�WKH�OR\DO�OLEUDU\�RI��������VFUROOV�RI�DQFLHQW�ERRNV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�JOHDQ�WKH�YDOXDEOH�WHDFKLQJV�RQ�
VHOI�FXOWLYDWLRQ��EULQJLQJ�RUGHU�WR�D�IDPLO\��JRYHUQLQJ�D�FRXQWU\�DQG�KDUPRQL]LQJ�WKH�ZRUOG��7KH�FROOHFWLRQ�ZDV�ÀQLVKHG�LQ�$'�����
DQG�KHOSHG�HPSHURUV�WR�UHDOL]H�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�SURVSHURXV�HUD�LQ�&KLQHVH�KLVWRU\�
���0DFOQW\UH��$IWHU�9LUWXH���/RQGRQ��*HUDOG�'XFNZRUWK�������������

6FRWWLVK� PRUDO� DQG� SROLWLFDO� SKLORVRSKHU� $ODVGDLU�
0DF,QW\UH�VDLG�WKDW�PRUDO�SULQFLSOHV��QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�
SHUIHFW� WKH\�ZHUH��ZRXOG�EH�XVHOHVV� LI�SHRSOH�ZHUH�
LPPRUDO�DQG�XQDEOH�WR�OLYH�XS�WR�WKRVH�SULQFLSOHV�
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WLFH�µ�,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH�V\VWHP�RI�MXVWLFH�PXVW�EH�
FRQFHLYHG�E\�WKRVH�ZKR�SRVVHVV�WKH�YLUWXH�RI�MXVWLFH��
D�DSULRUL��HYHQ�LI�VXFK�D�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�LV�FRQFHLYHG��
LWV�H΀FDF\�FDQ�RQO\�EH�UHDOL]HG�E\�WKRVH�ZKR�SRVVHVV�
the virtue of justice. 

 Maclntyre’s words were echoed by ancient  
Chinese. In the chapter titled “Selected Words of 
7HDFKHU� 6XQ� 4LQJµ� IURP� Qunshu Zhiyao, Master 
Sun proposed, “The institution of propriety and the 
rule of law cannot stand on their own because they 
need wise leaders. Without wise leadership, they 
ZLOO� GHWHULRUDWH�� *RYHUQDQFH� EHJLQV�ZLWK� WKH� OHJDO� 
V\VWHP�� EXW� LW� LV� SHRSOH� �YLUWXRXV� RQHV�� WKDW� FDQ�
HQVXUH� VPRRWK�RSHUDWLRQ�RI� WKH� V\VWHP��:LWK�ZLVH�
and virtuous people in place, good governance will 
QDWXUDOO\�H[LVW�HYHQ�DOWKRXJK�WKH�OHJDO�V\VWHP�LV�VWLOO�
LPPDWXUH��2Q�WKH�FRQWUDU\��D�FRXQWU\�ZLWKRXW�YLUWX�
ous people in leadership will be in disorder despite 
WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�D�PDWXUH�OHJDO�V\VWHP��Even in a  
priori, social order and stability rely on good  
education that teaches everyone (especially leaders) 
to be wise and virtuous.

 In addition, the chapter titled “Selected Passag�
HV�IURP�0DVWHU�)X��Fuzi�µ�IURP�WKH�VDPH�ERRN�DOVR�
H[SRXQGHG��´6DJDFLRXV�UXOHUV�PXVW�UHO\�RQ�DQ�HͿHF�
WLYH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�V\VWHP�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DFKLHYH�JRRG�
JRYHUQDQFH�� +RZHYHU�� DQ� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� V\VWHP�
DORQH� FDQQRW� HQVXUH� JRRG� JRYHUQDQFH�� LW� UHOLHV� RQ�
people to put it into action.” This passage explains 
WKDW�D�JRRG�OHDGHU�PXVW�UHO\�RQ�JRRG�V\VWHPV�IRU�WKH�
sake of social stability and peace. However, good 
V\VWHPV� DORQH� DUH� LQDGHTXDWH� WR� HQVXUH� JRRG�JRY�
HUQDQFH��YLUWXRXV�SHRSOH�DUH�QHHGHG�WR�PDNH�JRRG�
SROLFLHV�ZRUN�ZHOO��7KHUHIRUH��KXPDQ�UHVRXUFHV��HV�
SHFLDOO\�PHQ�RI� YLUWXH� DQG�KLJK� FDOLEHU� DUH� FUXFLDO�
to social stability and prosperity. On the other hand, 
ZLWKRXW�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�SHRSOH�LQWR�VDJHV�RU�YLUWXRXV�
FLWL]HQV�WKURXJK�SURSHU�HGXFDWLRQ��D�VRFLHW\�ZLOO�EH�
inevitably trapped by the following three irreconcil�
DEOH�SUREOHPV� LQFXUUHG� LQ� HVWDEOLVKLQJ� DGPLQLVWUD�
WLRQ�V\VWHPV�RI�IDLUQHVV�DQG�MXVWLFH�

Human integrity is the primary 
determining factor in the 
VXFFHVV�RU�IDLOXUH�RI�DOO�DͿDLUV�
of the world. Thus it is said: 
“The policy and rationality of 
an organization or government 
will shift when the person in 
charge is changed.”
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3UREOHP�2QH��8QDYRLGDEOH�7UDQVJUHV-
VLRQV�DQG�'HOLQTXHQF\

 Ancient sages said, “Etiquette and 
righteousness are to prevent future 
delinquency and transgression, while laws 
are to correct the past”. People will refrain 
IURP�LPSURSHU�FRQGXFW�� OHW�DORQH�YLRODWLQJ�
ODZV�LI�WKH\�DUH�WDXJKW�HWKLFV�DQG�PRUDOLW\��
and righteousness and etiquette. However, 
penalties and justice are used when the 
negative results have already happened. So 
it is reasonable to say that the rule of law is 
D�V\VWHP�ZKHUH�SXQLVKPHQW� LV� LPSRVHG� WR�
UHFWLI\�FULPHV�FRPPLWWHG�LQ�WKH�SDVW��

� ,Q� WKH� ´6HOHFWHG� 3DVVDJHV� IURP� 0DV�
WHU�+p�*XDQµ� WKHUH� LV� D� GLDORJXH� EHWZHHQ�
WKH�/RUG�:HQ�RI�WKH�.LQJGRP�:HL�DQG�WKH�
OHJHQGDU\�SK\VLFLDQ��%LDQ�4XH��cir.���������
%&���7KH�/RUG�RI�:HL�DVNHG�%LDQ�4XH��´<RX�

and your two brothers are all doctors. Which 
RQH�RI�\RX�LV�WKH�EHVW"µ�%LDQ�DQVZHUHG��´0\�
eldest brother is the best because he can de�
WHFW� ODWHQW� GLVHDVHV� EHIRUH� WKHLU� V\PSWRPV�
DUH�VKRZQ��+H�ZLOO�WHDFK�WKHP�KRZ�WR�WDNH�
care of their bodies so that they basically 
will not get sick. However, because of this, 
QR�RQH�NQRZV�KLP�H[FHSW�KLV�SDWLHQWV�DQG�
WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��7KH�VHFRQG�EHVW�LV�P\�VHFRQG�
brother. He cures a disease in its early stages 
ZKHQ�RQO\�PLQRU�V\PSWRPV�DUH�VKRZQ��6R�
his patients never develop severe diseas�
HV��$V� D� UHVXOW�� KLV� IDPH� LV� FRQÀQHG� WR� WKH�
QHLJKERUKRRG�RI�KLV�SDWLHQWV��$V�IRU�PH��P\�
PHGLFDO�VNLOOV�DUH�WKH�ZRUVW�DPRQJ�WKH�WKUHH�
of us. My patients are usually severely ill. 
,� UHVFXHG� WKHP� WKURXJK� FXWWLQJ� WKHLU� ERG�
LHV�� SHUIRUPLQJ� RSHUDWLRQV�� DQG� SUHVFULE�
LQJ� PHGLFLQHV� ZLWK� VLGH� HͿHFWV�� +RZHYHU��
upon noticing that I save dying people, the 
SXEOLF�SUDLVH�PH�KLJKO\�E\�VD\LQJ��\RX�DUH�
able to resuscitate the dead, and your treat�
PHQWV�ZRUN�PDUYHORXVO\��6R�,�KDYH�EHFRPH�
ZHOO�NQRZQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�HYHQ�WKRXJK�P\�
PHGLFDO�VNLOOV�DUH�WKH�ZRUVW�RI�WKH�WKUHH�µ�

 There is a saying in Chinese Medicine, 
“A superior physician will ensure his pa�
tients to stay in good health, hence, will not 
JHW�VLFN��WKHUHIRUH��WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�QR�QHHG�IRU�
KLP� WR� FXUH� WKH� LOO� RQHV�µ� �2U� DV� %HQMDPLQ�
Franklin would say, “An ounce of preven�
WLRQ�LV�ZRUWK�D�SRXQG�RI�FXUH�µ��*RRG�GRF�
WRUV� KDYH� WKH�ZLVGRP� WR� SUHYHQW� GLVHDVHV��
JXLGH�SHRSOH�WR�OLYH�SURSHUO\³�KHDOWK\�HDW�
ing and drinking and living a lifestyle that 
FRQIRUPV� WR� WKH� ODZ�RI�QDWXUH��$V�D�UHVXOW��
no one would ever develop any kind of dis�
HDVH�� 6LPLODUO\�� JRRG� JRYHUQDQFH� FDQ� SUH�
YHQW� FULPHV� DQG�PLVGHHGV� E\� VXFFHVVIXOO\�
SURPXOJDWLQJ� WKH� WHDFKLQJV� RI� WKH� VDJHV��
ZKLFK� FRQVLVW� RI� WKUHH� PDMRU� DVSHFWV�� WKH�

´,I�FXOWLYDWLQJ�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO·V�YLUWXHV�LV�LJQRUHG��WKHQ�
WR�ZKRP�GRHV�WKH�VRFLDO� MXVWLFH�EHORQJ"µ�7KLV� LV� WKH�
TXHVWLRQ�SRVWXODWHG�E\�$ODVGDLU�0DF,QW\UH�LQ�KLV�ERRN�
:KRVH�-XVWLFH"�:KLFK�5DWLRQDOLW\"���6RFLDO�KDUPRQ\�
LV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�WKH�JRRGQHVV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�DQG�WKH�
FRUUHFWQHVV�RI�WKHLU�EHKDYLRU�
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FXOWLYDWLRQ�RI�PRUDOLW\��WKH�LPSDUWLQJ�RI�HWK�
LFV�DQG�WKH�DFNQRZOHGJHPHQW�RI�WKH�XQLYHU�
VDO�ODZ�RI�FDXVH�DQG�HͿHFW��7KH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�
VDJHV�KHOS�SHRSOH�DYRLG�FRPPLWWLQJ�FULPHV�
RU�PLVGHHGV�ZKLFK� H[SODLQV�ZK\� HWLTXHWWH�
and righteousness can prevent potential 
FULPLQDO�EHKDYLRU�DQG�ZURQJGRLQJ��2Q�WKH�
contrary, laws are used to correct the wrong�
doing that has been done. 

3UREOHP�7ZR��/DFNLQJ�D�6HQVH�RI�6KDPH

 Confucius said, “If the people are led by 
ODZV�DQG�SXQLVKPHQWV��WKH\�ZLOO�WU\�WR�DYRLG�
WKH�SXQLVKPHQW�� EXW�ZLOO� KDYH� QR� VHQVH� RI�
VKDPH�µ� %HLQJ� IULJKWHQHG� E\� SXQLVKPHQW��
SHRSOH�ZLOO�UHIUDLQ�IURP�FRPPLWWLQJ�FULPHV��
\HW� WKHUH�ZLOO� EH� QR�ZD\� IRU� WKHP� WR� KDYH�
VHQVH� RI� VKDPH�� 7KLV� H[SODLQV� ZK\� ´DQWL�
VRFLDO� EHKDYLRUµ� SUHYDLOV� LQ� RXU� WLPH��
´$QWL�VRFLDO� EHKDYLRUµ� UHIHUV� WR� LPPRUDO�

conduct that does not violate the law, such 
DV�D�\RXQJ�DGXOW·V�GUXJ�DEXVH��DOFRKROLVP��
SURVWLWXWLRQ�� IULFWLRQV� DPRQJ� QHLJKERUV��
bullies in schools, etc. Moreover, it should be 
noted that the rise in divorce rates has been 
D�VHYHUH�VRFLDO�SUREOHP�

3UREOHP�7KUHH��,QFUHDVLQJO\�0RUH�
&ULPLQDOV�

� /DR]L� VDLG�� ´:KHQ� WU\LQJ� WR� À[� WKLQJV�
E\�SDVVLQJ�PRUH�ODZV��WKLV�RQO\�LQFUHDVHV�WKH�
QXPEHU�RI�FULPLQDOV�µ�,W�KDV�EHHQ�D�SDWWHUQ�
ZKHUHE\�WKH�PRUH�VSHFLÀF�DQG�QXPHURXV�WKH�
ODZV�DUH��WKH�JUHDWHU�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FDVHV�RI�
FRPPLWWLQJ�FULPHV�DQG�YLRODWLQJ�UXOHV��&RQ�
VHTXHQWO\�� MDLOV� EHFRPH� RYHU�FURZGHG� DQG�
WKH� SROLFH� DUH� DOZD\V� VKRUW�KDQGHG�� 6WULFW�
ODZV�DQG�WKH�FRXUWV�FDQ�LPSULVRQ�FULPLQDOV�
but cannot stop violations of the law. With�
RXW�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RQ�HWKLFV��PRUDOLW\�DQG�WKH�

7KH�ODZ�FDQ�H[HFXWH�WKH�RIIHQGHU�ZKR�LV�LUUHVSRQVLEOH�WR�WKHLU�SDUHQWV��EXW�LW�FDQQRW�WHDFK�WKHP�WR�SUDFWLFH�ÀOLDO�SLHW\�
OLNH�&RQIXFLXV�DQG�0R]L�GLG��FULPLQDO�ODZ�FDQ�SXQLVK�WKLHYHV�DQG�UREEHUV�EXW�FDQQRW�PDNH�WKHP�DV�KRQHVW�DV�%R\L��
&RQIXFLXV�KDG�WKUHH�WKRXVDQG�VWXGHQWV�DQG�DOO�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�GXWLIXO��UHVSHFWIXO�DQG�FRXUWHRXV�ERWK�DW�KRPH�DQG�LQ�
WKH�FRPPXQLW\��7KHLU�VSHHFKHV�DUH�HORTXHQW��DQG�WKHLU�FRQGXFW�LV�DV�UROH�PRGHOV��GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�
&RQIXFLXV�WHDFKLQJVµ�
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ODZ� RI� FDXVH� DQG� HͿHFW�� FULPLQDOV� WHQG� WR�
EHFRPH�PRUH�FXQQLQJ�DQG�OHDUQ�PRUH�GHYL�
RXV�ZD\V�WR�FRPPLW�FULPHV�ZKLOH�WKH\�DUH�
in prison. Once they are released, they tend 
WR� FRPPLW� FULPHV� UHSHDWHGO\� DQG� EHFRPH�
RQH�RI�WKH�PDODGLHV�DͿHFWLQJ�PRGHUQ�VRFL�
ety. 

� 7KH� VHOHFWHG� ZRUGV� IURP� WKH� ´%RRN�
of Yuan Zi” in Qunshu Zhiyao also stated, 
´:LWKRXW� HOLPLQDWLQJ� WKH� HYLO� WKRXJKWV� LQ�
SHRSOH·V�PLQGV�EXW� LQVWHDG� WU\LQJ� WR� IRUFH�
people to get rid of their evil conduct using 
WKH�ODZ�DQG�SXQLVKPHQW��RQO\�PDNHV�WKHP�
PRUH�UDPSDQW��(YHQ�H[HFXWLQJ�FULPLQDOV�LQ�
public every day would not work.”

 This is exactly what is happening in 
the West. The desertion of religious edu�
cation in recent years serves as the reason. 
“If cultivating each individual’s virtues is 
LJQRUHG��WKHQ�WR�ZKRP�GRHV�WKH�VRFLDO�MXV�
WLFH�EHORQJ"µ�7KLV�LV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�SRVWXODW�
ed by Alasdair Maclntyre in his book Whose 
Justice? Which Rationality? ��6RFLDO�KDUPRQ\�
LV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�WKH�JRRGQHVV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�
and the correctness of their behavior. This 
is why the ancient Chinese said, “When the 
HWKRV�LV�YLUWXRXV��WKHQ�FRPHV�JRRG�JRYHUQ�
DQFH��ZKHQ� LW� LV� FRUUXSW�� FKDRV�ZLOO� D΁LFW�
the country.”

,,�� 7KH�7HDFKLQJV�RI�WKH�6DLQWV 
� DQG�6DJHV�FDQ�&RUUHFW
� 3HRSOH·V�0LQG
� ,Q� ´7KH� 6HOHFWHG� 3DVVDJHV� IURP� WKH�
Works of Mencius” in Qunshu Zhiyao, Men�
cius said, “Only the benevolent are eligi�

EOH�WR�EH�OHDGHUV��:KHQ�D�PDQ��GHVWLWXWH�RI�
benevolence, grabs leadership, it will only 
GLVVHPLQDWH�KLV�ZLFNHGQHVV�DPRQJ�KLV�SHR�
SOH�µ�+RZHYHU��D�PDQ�RI�YLUWXH�DQG�FDOLEHU�
FDQQRW�VKRZ�XS�PLUDFXORXVO\��KH�KDV�WR�EH�
nurtured by proper education. 

� ´7KH�%RRN�RI�7HDFKHU�+XDL�1DQµ�PHQ�
WLRQHG��́ 7KH�SXQLVKPHQWV�RI�WKH�ODZ�VKRXOG�
QRW�EH�DSSOLHG�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�QRW�IDPLOLDU�
with propriety and righteousness. The law 
FDQ�H[HFXWH�WKH�RͿHQGHU�ZKR�LV�LUUHVSRQVL�
EOH�WR�WKHLU�SDUHQWV��EXW�LW�FDQQRW�WHDFK�WKHP�
WR� SUDFWLFH� ÀOLDO� SLHW\� OLNH� &RQIXFLXV� DQG�
0R]L�GLG��FULPLQDO� ODZ�FDQ�SXQLVK�WKLHYHV�
DQG�UREEHUV�EXW�FDQQRW�PDNH�WKHP�DV�KRQ�
HVW�DV�%R\L��&RQIXFLXV�KDG�WKUHH� WKRXVDQG�
VWXGHQWV� DQG� DOO� RI� WKHP�ZHUH� GXWLIXO�� UH�
VSHFWIXO� DQG� FRXUWHRXV� ERWK� DW� KRPH� DQG�
LQ� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�� 7KHLU� VSHHFKHV� DUH� HOR�
TXHQW�� DQG� WKHLU� FRQGXFW� LV� DV� UROH� PRG�
HOV�� GHPRQVWUDWLQJ� WKH� VXFFHVV� RI� &RQIX�
cius teachings”. Another essay in Qunshu  
ZhiyaR��´2Q�(FRQRPLFVµ�4 also stated, “The 
law can punish people but cannot teach 
WKHP�KRQHVW\��LW�FDQ�NLOO�SHRSOH�EXW�FDQQRW�
PDNH�WKHP�EHQHYROHQW�µ

 In Shiji (Records by the Grand Historian) 
5�� LW� GRFXPHQWHG� WKDW� DIWHU� WKH� ULVH� RI� WKH�
+DQ� G\QDVW\�� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW� DEDQGRQHG�
the strict laws and regulations and adopted 
only practical ones according to the situ�
DWLRQ�� LW� JRW� ULG� RI� H[FHVVHV� DQG�SURPRWHG�
VLPSOLFLW\� DQG� IUXJDOLW\��$V� D� UHVXOW�� WKHUH�
ZHUH�PDQ\� ORRSKROHV� LQ� WKH� OHJDO� V\VWHP��
ZKLFK�UHVHPEOHG�WKH�KROHV�LQ�D�ÀVKLQJ�QHW�
WKDW�DOORZHG�ZKDOHV� WR� VZLP�WKURXJK��EXW�

����$ODVGDLU�&��0DF,QW\UH��Whose justice? Which rationality?��/RQGRQ��'XFNZRUWK��������
����7KH�OLWHUDO�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�WKH�HVVD\·V�WLWOH�VKRXOG�EH��On the Administration of the Trade of the Salt and Metallurgy Industry. �WUDQV��
�  6KLML��5HFRUGV�RI�WKH�*UDQG�+LVWRULDQ��LV�D�PRQXPHQWDO�KLVWRU\�RI�DQFLHQW�&KLQD�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG��ÀQLVKHG�DURXQG�����%&�� 
� E\�WKH�+DQ�G\QDVW\�RIÀFLDO�6LPD�4LDQ��FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�IDWKHU�RI�&KLQHVH�KLVWRULRJUDSK\�

���



WKH� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� ZDV� HͿHFWLYH� WKDQNV� WR�
WKH� VXFFHVVIXO� HGXFDWLRQ� RI� HWKLFV� DQG�PR�
UDOLW\��&LWL]HQV�OLYHG�LQ�FRQWHQWPHQW�DQG�KDU�
PRQ\�DQG�QR�RQH�GDUHG�WR�YLRODWH�ODZV�DQG�
regulations. What happened in the Han dy�
QDVW\�WZR�WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�DJR�GHPRQVWUDWHV�
WKDW�PRUDO�HGXFDWLRQ��UDWKHU�WKDQ�VWULFW�ODZV�
and regulations, plays an essential role in se�
curing good governance.

 In the Analects, Confucius also advo�
FDWHG��´7R�LPSRVH�WKH�GHDWK�SHQDOW\�ZLWKRXW�
ÀUVW� UHIRUPLQJ� WKH� SHRSOH� WKURXJK� SURSHU�
education is cruelty.” In other words, if rulers 

fail to educate their people about the virtues 
RI�EHQHYROHQFH��ULJKWHRXVQHVV��ORYLQJ�NLQG�
QHVV��DQG�EURWKHUKRRG��WKHLU�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI�
the law should be regarded as a crushing 
W\UDQQ\�EHFDXVH�PDQ\�FULPLQDOV�FRPPLWWHG�
FULPHV� IRU� ODFNLQJ� WKH� UHOHYDQW� HGXFDWLRQ�
RI�KXPDQLW\�DQG�GXWLHV��“The History of the 
Han Dynasty”�DOVR�FRPPHQWHG��´*RYHUQLQJ�
with propriety and righteousness will give 
ULVH� WR� HWLTXHWWH� DQG� MXVWLFH��*RYHUQLQJ�E\�
SXQLVKPHQW�DQG�SHQDOWLHV�JHQHUDWHV�UHVHQW�
PHQW��+HDY\�VHQWHQFHV�DQG�VHYHUH�SXQLVK�
PHQWV� LQVWLJDWH� UDJH� DQG� GLVOR\DOW\�� (WL�
TXHWWH�DQG�MXVWLFH�HQFRXUDJH�KDUPRQ\�DQG�
FRPSDVVLRQ��/HDGHUV��SDVW�RU�SUHVHQW��VKDUH�
WKH�VDPH�DLP�RI�KDYLQJ�JRRG�VXERUGLQDWHV��
EXW� WKH\� HDFK� DGRSW� GLͿHUHQW� DSSURDFKHV��
6RPH�JXLGH�WKHLU�SHRSOH�ZLWK�PRUDO�HGXFD�
WLRQ�ZKLOH�RWKHUV�VXSSUHVV�WKHP�ZLWK�VWULFW�
ODZV��7KH� IRUPHU�PDNHV� WKH�SHRSOH�KDSS\�
ZKLOH�WKH�ODWWHU�PDNHV�WKHP�UHVHQWIXO�µ

� &RPSDUHG�ZLWK�UHOLJLRXV�FXOWXUH�IRXQG�
in ancient Europe, ancient China was not so 
religious. It witnessed the cultural inclusion 
RI� WKUHH� VFKRROV� RI� WKRXJKW� WKDW� SURPRWHG�
WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�HWKLFV��PRUDOLW\�DQG�WKH�ODZ�
RI�FDXVH�DQG�HͿHFW�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\��7KURXJK�
IDPLO\�HGXFDWLRQ��VFKRRO�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�VR�
cial education, the teachings of the saints 
DQG�VDJHV�ZHUH�DEOH� WR� WUDQVIRUP�VWXGHQWV�
LQWR� YLUWXRXV� DQG� FDSDEOH� FLWL]HQV� ZKR�
ZHUH� UHDG\� WR� VHUYH� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW�� )RO�
ORZLQJ�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�SROLF\�RI�´EHVWRZ�
LQJ� WRS� UHZDUGV� WR� WKRVH�ZKR� UHFRPPHQG�
VDJDFLRXV�FDQGLGDWHV��DQG�JLYLQJ�SHQDOWLHV�
DQG�GHPRWLRQV� WR� WKRVH�ZKR� VXSSUHVV� WDO�
HQWHG�DQG�YLUWXRXV�FDQGLGDWHVµ��PDQ\�&KL�
QHVH�R΀FLDOV�PDGH�LW�WKHLU�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�
identify talents and train those with poten�
WLDO�IRU�IXUWKHU�DGYDQFHPHQW�LQ�WKH�JRYHUQ�
PHQW��2Q� WKH�RWKHU�KDQG�� WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUH�

$V�D�JRYHUQRU��=L�-LDQ�VLQFHUHO\�ORYHG�DQG�FDUHG�DERXW�
KLV�SHRSOH�OLNH�D�IDWKHU�WR�KLV�EHORYHG�VRQ��D�GRFWRU�WR�
KLV�ZRXQGHG�SDWLHQW��+LV�VLQFHULW\�PRYHG�KLV�SHRSOH��KLV�
ULJKWHRXVQHVV�FRQYLQFHG�KLV�SHRSOH�WR�IROORZ�VXLW��7KXV�
KLV�OHDGHUVKLS�PDGH�KLV�SHRSOH�XQZLOOLQJ�WR�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�
ZURQJ��,Q�DOO��VXFK�VDJDFLRXV�OHDGHUVKLS�LV�WKH�LGHDO�WKDW�
WKH�&KLQHVH�KDYH�EHHQ�SXUVXLQJ�IRU�WKRXVDQGV�RI�\HDUV�
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IRXQG�LQFRPSHWHQW�ZRXOG�EH�GHPRWHG�VR�DV�
to give way to virtuous and capable candi�
dates.

� ,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH�HͿHFWLYHQHVV�RI�WKLV�
SROLWLFDO�V\VWHP�SUDFWLFHG�LQ�DQFLHQW�&KLQD�
KDG� UHDOL]HG� IDLUQHVV� DQG� MXVWLFH� LQ� LWV� DG�
PLQLVWUDWLRQ�ZLWK�HPSKDVLV�RQ�ERWK�YLUWXHV�
DQG�FDSDELOLW\�DQG� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI�QXU�
turing benevolence, and trustworthiness in 
LWV�R΀FLDOV��7KXV��WKH�LGHDO�LQ�DQFLHQW�&KLQD�
politics was to follow the success of saga�
FLRXV�OHDGHUV��8QGHU�VXFK�D�SROLWLFDO�V\VWHP��
policies were geared towards teaching eve�
ryone to be virtuous and appoint candidates 
to positions that best suited to their abili�
ties. Under the leadership of sages, people 
were unwilling to do anything wrong out 
of love and respect for their leaders. This is 
obviously a better leadership philosophy 
FRPSDUHG� ZLWK� WKDW� PDNLQJ� VXERUGLQDWHV�
UHIUDLQ� IURP� FRPPLWWLQJ� DQ\� ZURQJGRLQJ�
just because they are frightened by penal�
WLHV�� LW� LV�DOVR�EHWWHU�WKDQ�JRYHUQLQJ�ZLWK�D�
ZHOO�GHVLJQHG� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� V\VWHP�ZLWK�
few loopholes.

 Shiji (Records by the Grand Historian) has 
WKH� IROORZLQJ� QDUUDWLRQV�� :KHQ� =L�&KDQ�
was governing the state of Zheng, he in�
VWLWXWHG� D� VWULFW� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� V\VWHP� VR�
that no loopholes were available to the out�
ODZV��:KHQ�;LPDQJ�%DR�ZDV�JRYHUQLQJ�WKH�
County of Ye, he instituted very harsh laws 
WKDW�PDGH�SHRSOH� WUHPEOH�ZLWK� IHDU�ZKHQ�
WKH\�ZDQWHG�WR�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�EDG��%XW�ZKHQ�
Confucius’ student, Zi Jian was governing 
County Shan Fu, he put Confucius teach�
ings on benevolence, loyalty and tolerance 
into practice. As a result, his people regard�
ed Zi Jian as a good leader and looked up 
WR�KLP�DV�D�EHORYHG�IDWKHU�DQG�D�UHVSHFWDEOH�

WHDFKHU�� 6XFK� OHDGHUVKLS� PDGH� SHRSOH� LQ�
Shan Fu unwilling to do anything bad even 
WKRXJK� WUDQVJUHVVLRQV� PLJKW� EH� XQGHWHFW�
able. 

 Three years later, Wu Maqi, another 
student of Confucius, went to Shan Fu 
without prior notice in order to judge Zi 
-LDQ·V� SHUIRUPDQFH�� :X� DUULYHG� DW� QLJKW�
DQG� VDZ� D� SHUVRQ� ÀVKLQJ�� 6WUDQJHO\�� DIWHU�
WKH� ÀVKHUPDQ� FDXJKW� WKH� ÀVK�� KH� ZRXOG�
look at it and then put it back into the river. 
:X�DVNHG� WKH� ÀVKHUPDQ�ZK\� KH� GLG� WKLV��
he answered, “Our Prefect Zi Jian has told 
XV�QRW�WR�FDWFK�EDE\�ÀVK�EHFDXVH�WKH\�QHHG�
WR�JURZ�XS��7KH�ÀVK�,�MXVW�FDXJKW�ZHUH�VWLOO�
EDELHV�� VR� ,�SXW� WKHP�EDFN� LQWR� WKH� ULYHU�µ�
:X�ZDV�GHHSO\�PRYHG�E\�WKH�DQVZHU�DQG�
went back and reported to Confucius, “Zi 
Jian has governed Shan Fu with his virtue 
DQG� LW�KDV�EHHQ�H[WUHPHO\� VXFFHVVIXO��3HR�
ple have been taught to be strictly honest 
XQGHU�DOO�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��7KH\�ZLOO�DELGH�E\�
the law without any supervision, as if they 
were already supervised by laws and pun�
LVKPHQWV�� +RZ� FDQ� KH� GR� VR"µ� &RQIXFLXV�
DQVZHUHG��´,�DVNHG�=L� -LDQ� WKH�VDPH�TXHV�
WLRQ��+H� WROG�PH� WKDW� D�SHUVRQ�ZKR� WUHDWV�
HYHU\RQH�� HYHU\WKLQJ� ZLWK� VLQFHUH� ORYLQJ�
NLQGQHVV�ZLOO� QDWXUDOO\� LQÁXHQFH� RWKHUV�� ,�
WKLQN�KH�PXVW�KDYH�DSSOLHG�WKLV�SKLORVRSK\�
to his governance.” As a governor, Zi Jian 
sincerely loved and cared about his people 
like a father to his beloved son, a doctor to 
KLV�ZRXQGHG�SDWLHQW��+LV� VLQFHULW\�PRYHG�
his people, his righteousness convinced his 
people to follow suit. Thus his leadership 
PDGH�KLV�SHRSOH�XQZLOOLQJ�WR�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�
wrong. In all, such sagacious leadership is 
the ideal that the Chinese have been pursu�
ing for thousands of years. ���



 On the other hand, it will be severely de�
structive to deny the principle of sagacious 
OHDGHUVKLS�E\�LPSRVLQJ�GHPRFUDF\�EOLQGO\��
In “The Six Strategies” it says, “If the ruler 
views those who receive the public’s praise 
and popularity as sagacious, and those who 
UHFHLYH� QHJDWLYH� FRPPHQWV� IURP� WKH� SXE�
lic are bad and unworthy, then those who 
IRUP�ODUJHU�FOLTXHV�DQG�UDOO\�JUHDWHU�VXSSRUW�
ZLOO� JHW�SURPRWHG�� WKRVH�ZKR�GR�QRW� IRUP�
cliques and have fewer supporters will get 
ousted. Hence, the evil people will gang up 
WR� VXSSUHVV� WKH� FDSDEOH�� WKH� LQQRFHQW� OR\DO�
RQHV�ZLOO� JHW� NLOOHG��ZKLOH�ZLFNHG� R΀FLDOV�
ZLOO� DVVXPH�SRZHU� DQG� VWDWXV� WKURXJK� WKH�
creation of a false reputation. Consequent�
O\�� WKH�ZRUOG�EHFRPHV�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�FKD�
otic and the country will inevitably be in 
peril of destruction.” This passage proves 
that there would be dire consequences to 
LPSRVH�GHPRFUDF\�RQWR�D�VRFLHW\�ZLWK� ORZ�
HWKLFDO�VWDQGDUGV�DQG�ZKHUH�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�
the population lacks the ability of rational 
thinking.

� 7KHUHIRUH�� ZKHWKHU� LW� LV� GHPRFUDF\� RU�
under sagacious leaders, good governance 
FDQ� RQO\� EH� DWWDLQHG� E\� LPSURYLQJ� PRUDO�
VWDQGDUGV�DQG�KHOSLQJ�FLWL]HQV�WKLQN�DQG�EH�
KDYH�UDWLRQDOO\��)DLOLQJ�WR�LPSURYH�PRUDOLW\�
ZLOO�PDNH� LW� LPSRVVLEOH� WR� VROYH� WKH�P\UL�
DGV�RI�VRFLDO�SUREOHPV�WKDW�DUH�JHQHUDWHG�E\�
lacking a clear conscience. If this is the case, 
PHUHO\� DGRSWLQJ� GHPRFUDF\� FDQQRW� VROYH�
WKH�SUREOHPV�

,,,��0HDVXUHV�WR�3URPXOJDWH�
� WKH�7HDFKLQJV�RI�WKH�6DLQWV
� DQG�6DJHV��
 It has been a proven truth that “edu�
cation is essential to govern a country and 

JXLGH�LWV�SHRSOHµ��6R��DOPRVW�HYHU\�JRYHUQ�
PHQW�LQ�DQFLHQW�&KLQD�JDYH�SULRULW\�WR�HGX�
cation. 

� 7KH�ZRUOG�WRGD\�LV�ZLWQHVVLQJ�P\ULDGV�
RI�QDWXUDO�GLVDVWHUV�DQG�VRFLDO�FRQÁLFWV��DQG�
people are restless and feeling insecure. The 
URRW�FDXVH�RI�WKHVH�VXͿHULQJV�OLHV�LQ�WKH�ODFN�
RI�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�HWKLFV��PRUDOLW\�DQG�WKH�ODZ�
RI� FDXVH� DQG� HͿHFW�� 6XFK� HGXFDWLRQ� LV� HV�
sential for the welfare of people, which had 
been provided by religious preaching in the 
West and the teachings of saint and sages in 
the East. Therefore, paying close attention 
to such education will serve as the key to 
VROYLQJ�WRGD\·V�SUREOHPV��,W�VKRXOG�LQFOXGH�
WKH�IROORZLQJ�ÀYH�DSSURDFKHV�

A.  Reviving religious education. Every re�
OLJLRQ�LV�D�IRUP�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�VR�WKH�HV�
sence of practicing a religion is to prac�
WLFH� WKH� WHDFKLQJV� RI� *RG�� DQG� IROORZ�
the guidance of the saints and sages. 
Unfortunately, this had been ignored 
IRU� D� ORQJ� WLPH�� ,Q� WKLV� OLJKW�� PRQDV�
WHULHV�� WHPSOHV�� DEEH\V�� FKXUFKHV�� DQG�
PRVTXHV� VKRXOG� EH� UHLQVWDWHG� DV� D�
place for the teachings on the truth of 
life and the universe. Religious institu�
WLRQV�PXVW�VKRXOGHU�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�
to enlighten the public with the teach�
LQJV� RQ� HWKLFV��PRUDOLW\� DQG� FDXVDOLW\��
Playing videos of lectures on these top�
ics using DVDs is feasible since quali�
ÀHG�WHDFKHUV�DUH�VFDUFH�

%�� &XOWLYDWLQJ�TXDOLÀHG�WHDFKHUV�LV�QHFHV�
VDU\�� ,W� LV� DOVR� QHFHVVDU\� WR� GRFXPHQW�
the lectures of good teachers who are 
DEOH� WR� OLYH� XS� WR� WKH� KLJKHVW� PRUDO�
VWDQGDUGV� DQG� EURDGFDVW� WKHP� YLD�
79� RU� WKH� ,QWHUQHW�� ´(WKLFVµ�PHDQV� WR 
IRVWHU� KHDOWK\� UHODWLRQVKLS� DPRQJ� 
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SHRSOH�� WKHUH� LV� QDWXUDO� ERQGLQJ� 
EHWZHHQ�IDWKHU�DQG�VRQ��GLͿHUHQW�UROHV�
between husband and wife, integrity  
EHWZHHQ� WKH� OHDGHU� DQG� KLV� VXE� 
ordinates, respect for proper order be�
tween the elder and younger siblings, 
DQG� WUXVWZRUWKLQHVV� DPRQJ� IULHQGV�
DQG� SHHUV�� ´9LUWXHµ�PHDQV� WKH� WZHOYH�
PDMRU�DVSHFWV�RI�KXPDQ�YLUWXH��ÀOLDO�SL�
ety, fraternal love, loyalty, trustworthi�
ness, propriety, righteousness, integrity, 
D� VHQVH� RI� VKDPH�� EHQHYROHQFH�� FDUH� 
KDUPRQ\�� DQG� SHDFH�� 7KH� WHDFKLQJV� RI�
HWKLFV�DQG�YLUWXH�ZLOO�PDNH�SHRSOH�IHHO�
DVKDPHG�WR�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�ZURQJ��

   In addition to the above subjects, 
WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�FDXVH�DQG�HͿHFW�VKRXOG�
EH� LQFOXGHG� DV� ZHOO�� ZKLFK� ZLOO� PDNH�
SHRSOH�IHHO�WHUULÀHG�WR�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�EDG�
in order to avoid terrible retributions. 
$� &KLQHVH� WUXLVP� VD\V�� ´7KH� IDPLO\�
ZKRVH� PHPEHUV� FRQWLQXH� GRLQJ� NLQG�
deeds will have abundant blessings that 
EHQHÀW� LWV�GHVFHQGDQWV�� WKH�IDPLO\�WKDW�
GRHV�HYLO�GHHGV�ZLOO�DFFXPXODWH�FXUVHV�
DQG� PLVIRUWXQHV� WKDW� KDUP� HYHU\RQH�
including their descendants.” Should 
HYHU\RQH� UHFRJQL]H� WKH� WUXWK� WKDW�
´WKH� UHVXOW� MXVWLÀHV� WKH� GHHGµ �, then I  
believe that few people would dare do 
anything wrong.

C. The criteria for electing a leader should 
be based on virtue and ability but pri�
ority should be given to virtue. Only 
the virtuous candidate who is dutiful 
to their parents and has been proven to 
be incorruptible can be elected as our  
leader. 

'�� %RWK� WKH� QDWLRQDO� HGXFDWLRQ� V\VWHP�
DQG� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW� R΀FLDOV·� WUDLQLQJ� 
V\VWHP� VKRXOG� LQFOXGH� FRXUVHV� RQ� 
Chinese characters and Chinese clas�
VLFV�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ�� WKH� FXUULFXOXP�PXVW�
PDNH�LW�FRPSXOVRU\�WR�VWXG\�´WKH�)LYH�
Cardinal Relationships and the Eight 
Virtues.” The Essentials of Chinese Clas-
sics and Qunshu Zhiyao should be the 
textbooks for both scholarship and 
leadership. Actions speak louder than 
ZRUGV�� VR� ZKDW� OHDGHUV� GR� ZLOO� LQÁX�
HQFH�WKHLU�VXERUGLQDWHV�WR�GR�WKH�VDPH��
6R� LW� LV� IXQGDPHQWDOO\� LPSRUWDQW� WKDW�
VWDWH� OHDGHUV� EHFRPH� UROH� PRGHOV� E\�
SUDFWLFLQJ� HWKLFV� DQG� PRUDOLW\� WKDW� LV�
part of our great traditions, which will 
PDNH� WKHP� JRRG� H[DPSOHV� IRU� SHRSOH�
to follow.

E. One of the success factors of China’s 
HFRQRPLF� UHIRUP� FDQ� EH� DWWULEXWHG� WR�
HVWDEOLVKLQJ� UROH� PRGHOV� IRU� RWKHUV� WR�
OHDUQ� IURP�� /LNHZLVH�� SURPRWLQJ� WKH�
teachings of the saints and sages can do 
WKH� VDPH�E\� VHWWLQJ�XS�D�PRGHO� WRZQ��
D�PRGHO�FRPPXQLW\��D�PRGHO�VFKRRO��D�
PRGHO� HQWHUSULVH��RU� HYHQ�D�PRGHO� MDLO�
LQ�RXU�FRXQWU\��6XFFHVVIXO�H[SHULPHQWV�
can be broadcast nationwide and even 
globally through satellites or the Inter�
net. There has already been a successful 
PRGHO� LQ� WKH� WRZQ� RI� 7DQJFKL��$QKXL�
Province. The project was originally 
initiated by Venerable Master Chin 
Kung who set up the “Lujiang Educa�
tion Center of Traditional Chinese Cul�
ture” in Tangchi. The center sponsored 
VHPLQDUV� WR� SURSDJDWH� WKH� WUDGLWLRQDO�

6��7KLV�LV�TXRWH�IURP�+HURLGHV�2YLG��WKH�RULJLQDO�LV�LQ�/DWLQ�´([LWXV�DFWD�SUREDWµ���7UDQV��
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teachings of saints and sages, which 
KDV� JUHDWO\� LPSURYHG�PRUDO� VWDQGDUGV�
LQ� WKH� WRZQ�� 7KHVH� HͿRUWV� KDYH� VXF�
cessfully shaped the town into a liv�
LQJ�H[DPSOH�RI�D�KDUPRQLRXV�VRFLHW\�RI�
righteousness and propriety. Its success 
attracted international attention and the 
teachers were invited to give a report at 
81(6&2��7RGD\��D�QXPEHU�RI�VWXGHQWV�
of Venerable Master Chin Kung have 
VHW� XS� D� ´0RGHO� &LW\� RI�0XOWL�FXOWXUH�
DQG� 0XOWL�IDLWK� +DUPRQ\µ� LQ� 7RRZ�
RRPED��$XVWUDOLD�� DQG�D�PRUDOLW\� HGX�
FDWLRQ�FHQWHU�LQ�&KDR]KRX��*XDQJGRQJ�
3URYLQFH�� &KLQD�� &RPSDQLHV�� VXFK� DV�
+�7�7HFKQRORJ\�'HYHORSPHQW�&R���/WG��
LQ�%HLMLQJ�DQG�*RRG�$UN�(OHFWURQLFV�LQ�
6X]KRX��DUH�WDNLQJ�WKH�OHDG�LQ�DGRSWLQJ�
the Chinese traditional values in their 
FRUSRUDWH� PDQDJHPHQW�� 0RUHRYHU�� WKH�
SULVRQ� LQ� %XOXR� &RXQW\�� *XDQJGRQJ�
3URYLQFH��KDV�VXFFHVVIXOO\�WDXJKW�FULPL�

QDOV� WR�EH�JRRG� FLWL]HQV�E\�SURPRWLQJ�
the teachings of the saints and sages. All 
RI� WKHVH� VXFFHVVIXO� H[SHULPHQWV� SURYH�
WKH�WUXWK�WKDW�PDQ�FDQ�EH�WDXJKW�WR�EH�
JRRG� EHFDXVH� D� &KLQHVH� WUXLVP� VWDWHV�
WKDW� ´HYHU\� KXPDQ� EHLQJ�� DW� ELUWK�� LV�
purely good”. All these successful cas�
HV�� IURP� FRXQWLHV�� FLWLHV�� FRPSDQLHV��
and even a jail, have strengthened our 
IDLWK�WKDW�WKH�RQO\�HͿHFWLYH�ZD\�WR�FRU�
UHFW� SHRSOH·V� PLQG� VHWV� VKRXOG� EH� WKH�
teachings of the saints and sages. Such 
WHDFKLQJV� FDQ� WUDQVIRUP� DQ� HYLO� SHU�
VRQ� LQWR� D�PDQ�RI�YLUWXH�� HQOLJKWHQ�XV�
E\� HOLPLQDWLQJ� LJQRUDQFH� DQG� WXUQLQJ�
us into a sage. Thanks to such educa�
WLRQ��FRQÁLFWV�ZLOO�HYHQWXDOO\�EH�UHFRQ�
FLOHG�� VRFLDO�SUREOHPV�ZLOO� EH� UHVROYHG�
and lasting peace and stability will be 
achieved worldwide.
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7RGD\��D�QXPEHU�RI�VWXGHQWV�RI�9HQHUDEOH�0DVWHU�&KLQ�.XQJ�KDYH�VHW�XS�D�´0RGHO�&LW\�RI�0XOWL�FXOWXUH�
DQG�0XOWL�IDLWK�+DUPRQ\µ�LQ�7RRZRRPED��$XVWUDOLD��DQG�D�PRUDOLW\�HGXFDWLRQ�FHQWHU�LQ�&KDR]KRX��
*XDQJGRQJ�3URYLQFH��&KLQD��

&RPSDQLHV�� VXFK�DV�+�7�7HFKQRORJ\�'HYHORSPHQW�&R��� /WG�� LQ�%HLMLQJ�DQG�*RRG�$UN�(OHFWURQLFV� LQ�
6X]KRX��DUH�WDNLQJ�WKH�OHDG�LQ�DGRSWLQJ�WKH�&KLQHVH�WUDGLWLRQDO�YDOXHV�LQ�WKHLU�FRUSRUDWH�PDQDJHPHQW��

7KH�SULVRQ�LQ�%XOXR�&RXQW\��*XDQJGRQJ�3URYLQFH��KDV�VXFFHVVIXOO\�WDXJKW�FULPLQDOV�WR�EH�JRRG�FLWL]HQV�
by promoting the teachings of the saints and sages. All of these successful experiments prove the truth 
WKDW�PDQ�FDQ�EH�WDXJKW�WR�EH�JRRG�EHFDXVH�D�&KLQHVH�WUXLVP�VWDWHV�WKDW�´HYHU\�KXPDQ�EHLQJ��DW�ELUWK��
is purely good”.

All these successful cases, from counties, cities, companies, and even a jail, have strengthened our faith 
WKDW�WKH�RQO\�HͿHFWLYH�ZD\�WR�FRUUHFW�SHRSOH·V�PLQG�VHWV�VKRXOG�EH�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�WKH�VDLQWV�DQG�VDJHV��
7KDQNV�WR�VXFK�HGXFDWLRQ��FRQÁLFWV�ZLOO�HYHQWXDOO\�EH�UHFRQFLOHG��VRFLDO�SUREOHPV�ZLOO�EH�UHVROYHG�DQG�
lasting peace and stability will be achieved worldwide.
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A statement by the student of Confucius that 

described his teacher’s personality:

He taught only what he had learned from 

his studies of ancient masters. He never created anything new 

of his own. He trusted and believed in 

the truth found in the ancient texts.

Chin Kung



[ Discourses ]
The Way to Peace: 

Equality and 
Harmony Among 

Faiths and 
Cultures
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 Buddhism is an education that  

enables one to realize the truth of human 

life and the universe. Through such thor-

ough understanding, one not only attains  

personal happiness, but is able to interact    

ZLWK�SHRSOH�DQG�PDWWHUV�ZLWK�LQÀQLWH�FRP-

passion and comprehensive wisdom, and 

to help all living beings attain happiness.  

Buddhism is therefore the Buddha’s most 

virtuous and comprehensive education for 

all sentient beings.

 The founder of Buddhism is Sakya-

muni Buddha, who was born 2,500 years 

ago in ancient northern India. He was the  

crown prince of the Sakya clan. At a young 

DJH�� KH� UHDOL]HG� WKH� XQLYHUVDO� VXͿHULQJV�
of human life, such as aging, sickness and 

GHDWK��7R�VHDUFK�IRU�ZD\V�WR�HQG�WKH�VXͿHU-
ing, he left the palace at the age of nineteen, 

devoting himself to study and cultivation. 

Within twelve years, he had studied every 

religion and philosophy in India at the time, 

but still had yet to discover how to end the 

VXͿHULQJ� RI� UHLQFDUQDWLRQ�� $W� WKH� DJH� RI�
thirty, he set aside all that he had learned, 

including six years of ascetic practice.  

Under the bodhi tree, he entered a deeper 

Buddhism: An Education of 
Compassion and Enlightenment

Q�Venerable Sheng Miao



163

level of meditative concentration and was 

able to observe his experience of past life-

times and the circumstances of reincarna-

WLRQ�VXͿHUHG�E\�VHQWLHQW�EHLQJV��)LQDOO\��KH�
became enlightened by fully realizing his 

innately wise and enlightened nature. He 

observed that the true nature of the universe 

LV� IRUPOHVV� �HPSWLQHVV��� DQG� WKDW� LQÀQLWH�
phenomena arising from the emptiness pre-

sent an illusion of existence. Simultaneously 

aware of both emptiness and existence, he 

understood their non-duality or oneness  

(the Middle Path). Thus, a “Buddha” is one 

who has fully awakened to the reality of 

human life and the universe. After becom-

ing a Buddha, Sakyamuni Buddha started 

teaching others the truth that he had real-

ized, known as the Dharma (the teachings 

of a Buddha). As his students practiced in 

accordance with the Buddha’s guidance, 

achieving various levels of sagely attain-

ment, they are known as the Sangha. The 

Buddha, the Dharma and the Sangha are the 

three essential components of Buddhism. 

Analogous to rare gems, they are known as 

the “Three Jewels.”

 Learning Buddhism starts  with 

returning and relying on (taking refuge in) 

WKH� 7KUHH� -HZHOV�� )ROORZLQJ� WKH� %XGGKD·V�
teachings and realising innate enligh-

tenment in daily life is taking refuge in the 

Buddha. Renouncing the incorrect views of 

the false mind for the correct understand-

ing of the true mind, is taking refuge in the 

Dharma. Renouncing the impure mind of 

habits for the pure mind of the true nature, 

is taking refuge in the Sangha. Thus, Bud-

dhism is wholly a learning of the mind and 

nature, and emphasizes developing the in-

ternal rather than pursuing the external. The 

Buddha’s teachings are therefore known as 

“inner learning” or “internal realization.” 

 Sakyamuni Buddha taught that every 

sentient being possesses the same perfect 

wisdom, virtue, appearance and abilities 

as a Buddha. However, our ignorance of 

this overshadows our innate wisdom and 

generates wandering thoughts,  dis-

criminations and attachments. These lead 

WR� YDULRXV� D΁LFWLRQV� VXFK� DV� JUHHG�� DQJHU��
ignorance, arrogance, doubt and aberrant 



1 Ten Virtuous Karmas refers to physically refrain from killing, stealing, and sexual misconduct; to verbally refrain from lying, harsh 
speech, divisive speech, and enticing speech, and to mentally refrain from greed, anger, and ignorance.
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views, which in turn cause actions, words 

and thoughts with positive and negative 

karma. Such karma causes sentient beings  

to be ever reincarnated within the Six 

Realms. Positive karma leads to being born 

within the heaven, human and asura realms. 

Negative karma leads to being born within 

the animal, hungry ghost and hell realms.

 To transcend the Six Realms of reincar-

nation, one must be cautious about one’s 

thoughts, words and conduct, and must 

practice the Three Learnings of precepts, 

meditative concentration and wisdom. 

Abiding by the precepts means maintain-

LQJ�FRQGXFW�WKDW�LV�EHQHÀFLDO�WR�RWKHUV�DQG�
refraining from harming anyone. Medita-

tive concentration is about abstaining from 

aberrant thoughts and enabling the mind to 

be calm and focused. Wisdom is not being 

deluded by the world’s illusory phenom-

ena, and understanding the truth. By abid-

ing by the precepts, one attains meditative 

concentration. Through meditative concen-

tration, one realizes wisdom. Such practice 

HQDEOHV�RQH�WR�UHQRXQFH�WKH�D΁LFWLRQV�RI�DW-
tachments, attain a pure mind and become 

an arhat. An arhat is a sage who has tran-

scended the Six Realms of reincarnation.  

By renouncing discriminatory thoughts, 

one attains an impartial mind, and becomes 

a bodhisattva. A bodhisattva is a sage who 

aspires to become a Buddha, to seek en-

lightenment and help others to do so. By 

renouncing wandering thoughts, one at-

tains supreme enlightenment and becomes 

a Buddha - a sage of perfect happiness and 

wisdom. Consequently, the terms Buddha, 

bodhisattva and arhat refer to three lev-

els of Buddhist attainment, and not to any  

particular person. These levels of attainment 

are analogous to the three levels of academic 

achievement - doctorate, masters and bach-

elor degrees. 

 Buddhism involves a teacher-student 

relationship. The teacher-student relation-

ship is based on the foundation of being 

dutiful to one’s parents. Thus, Buddhism 

places great importance on the virtues of 

honoring parents and respectfulness to all. 

The Three Conditions are a summary of the 

highest teachings of Buddhism. 

� 7KH� )LUVW� &RQGLWLRQ� LV�� KRQRULQJ� SDU-
ents, serving teachers and elders, practicing 

compassion and not harming any living be-

ings, and practicing the Ten Virtuous Kar-

mas
1
. This involves practicing compassion 

and the Ten Virtuous Conducts based on a 

foundation of honoring parents and being 

respectful to teachers. In simple terms, it 

means maintaining a good heart, speaking 

good words, doing good deeds and being a 

good person. This is cultivating the karma 

to be reborn in the realms of human and 

heavenly beings. 

 Next, one must aspire to transcend the 

Six Realms of reincarnation and practice 

abiding by precepts, meditative concentra-

tion and wisdom. Thus, the Second Condi-

tion is: taking the Three Refuges, abiding 

E\�WKH�SUHFHSWV��DQG�EHKDYLQJ�LQ�D�GLJQLÀHG�
and appropriate manner. This is cultivat-

ing the karma for personal transcendence of 

reincarnation, which is the aim of a school 

of Buddhism known as “Theravada Bud-

dhism”. 
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 Next, one must cultivate the karma 

of  Mahayana Buddhism. Mahayana 

Buddhism is a school of Buddhism that em-

phasizes teaching sentient beings to attain 

comprehensive Buddhahood. The Third 

Condition is: generate the bodhi mind, 

deeply believe in causality, study and recite 

the Mahayana sutras, and encourage oth-

ers along the path to enlightenment. The 

“bodhi mind” means aspiring to become a 

Buddha, also known as the aspiration to be-

come a buddha and to teach sentient beings. 

Those who generate the bodhi mind are re-

ferred to as “bodhisattvas”. Here, “deeply 

believe in causality” not only involves a 

ÀUP�EHOLHI�WKDW�JRRG�DQG�EDG�FDXVHV�UHVXOW�
LQ� JRRG� DQG� EDG� HͿHFWV�� UHVSHFWLYHO\�� EXW�
ÀUPO\� EHOLHYLQJ� WKDW� PLQGIXOQHVV� RI� WKH�
Buddha results in becoming a Buddha. As 

the Visualisation Sutra states, “When one 

is mindful of the Buddha, one becomes a 

Buddha.” Thus, mindfully chanting Am-

itabha Buddha is the cause, and becoming 

a Buddha by rebirth in the Land of Ulti-

PDWH�%OLVV�LV�WKH�HͿHFW��´0DKD\DQD�6XWUDVµ�
are the guiding principles for becoming a  

Buddha and must therefore be regularly re-

cited. “Encourage others along the path to 

enlightenment” means teaching and pro-

moting the Buddha’s teachings for the ben-

HÀW�RI�VHQWLHQW�EHLQJV��7KLV�LV�WKH�UHVSRQVL-
bility of bodhisattvas and the main reason 

for the continued existence of Buddhism in 

the world.

 The Three Conditions encompass the 

)LYH�9HKLFOHV��WKH�YHKLFOHV�RI�KXPDQ�EHLQJV��
KHDYHQO\� EHLQJV�� ŋUăYDNDV�� SUDW\HNDEXG-

GKDV��ŋUăYDNDV�DQG�SUDW\HNDEXGGKDV�EHLQJ�
of Theravada Buddhism) and bodhisattvas. 

This was due to the Buddha providing dif-

ferent teachings according to the aptitude 

DQG�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�GLͿHUHQW�VHQWLHQW�EHLQJV��
thereby conveying them to their appropri-

ate realm (and thus the term “vehicle”).

 Buddhism may be encapsulated by the 

Six Prime Principles as follows: 

� ���� )RVWHU� D� 9RZ� RI� 8QLYHUVDO� /RYH��
generate great love for all sentient beings, 

known as the “mind of great compassion.” 

This is synonymous with benevolence, com-

passion and universal love. 
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 (2) Set Great Aspirations: to aspire to 

improve one’s ability and help all sentient 

beings realize enlightenment and attain 

happiness, regardless of the labor and time 

involved. This is the “bodhi mind.”

� ���� (VWDEOLVK� WKH� 0RUDO� )RXQGDWLRQ��
starting with honoring parents and being 

UHVSHFWIXO� WR� WHDFKHUV�� HVWDEOLVK� ÀUP�PRUDO�
foundations to enable one to become a mor-

ally virtuous person. 

� ����� 6WUHQJWKHQ� WKH� /HDUQLQJ� )RXQGD-

tion: study in-depth the Buddhist teach-

ings and become fully knowledgeable about 

teaching oneself and others. 

 (5) Cultivation: practice the Six Perfec-

tions (Six Paramitas), namely giving, pa-

tience, diligence, meditative concentration, 

DQG�ZLVGRP��SUDMxă���,QÀQLWH�'KDUPD�PHWK-

ods are encapsulated in the Six Perfections, 

which are prerequisites for a bodhisattva to 

become a Buddha. 

 (6) Attain the Utmost Achievement: to 

realize the mind’s true nature and achieve 

supreme enlightenment. This enables one 

WR�EH�PRUH�HͿHFWLYH�LQ�H[WHQVLYHO\�WHDFKLQJ�
others.

 Since its establishment by Sakya-

muni Buddha, Buddhism has interacted 

with other religions based on treating each 

other equally and getting along harmoni-

ously. With mutual support, Buddhism 

developed together with other religions. 

After Buddhism was introduced to China, 

it integrated seamlessly with Chinese tradi-

tional culture with both becoming enriched 

DQG� FUHDWLQJ� D� ÀQH� WUDGLWLRQDO� FXOWXUH� RI� 
humanity. In today’s world of low morale, 

PRUDO� EDQNUXSWF\�� XELTXLWRXV� FRQÁLFW� DQG�
social disorder, Buddhism is needed more 

than ever to uplift our minds, and resolve 

LVVXHV� DQG� FRQÁLFW� IRU� SHDFH� DQG� KDUPR-

ny. This is particularly due to Buddhism  

essentially being an education of loving 

RQHVHOI� DQG� RWKHUV�� 7KHUH� LV� QR� FRQÁLFW� DW�
all between Buddhism and other religions. 

Harnessing the strengths of Buddhism to 

promote interfaith harmony with religions 

learning from one another and renewing  

religious education, will help the whole 

ZRUOG� UHVROYH� FRQÁLFW� DQG� UHDOL]H� ODVWLQJ�
peace and harmony. This is Buddhism’s 

greatest contribution to humanity today.
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Achieving Great Harmony Globally through Buddhism

Wherever the Buddha goes, whether to a country, a city, or a village, people will be moved and will benefit. 
All the lands will be enveloped in peace and harmony. The sun and moon will shine clear and bright. 

Wind and rain will come when needed. Disasters and epidemics will not occur. 
The country will flourish and the people will enjoy peace. There will be no need for soldiers or weapons. 

Virtue will be revered and benevolence will be promoted. People will practice courtesy and humility. 
There will be no thieves or robbers in the country. There will be neither injustice nor resentment. 

The strong will not dominate the weak. Everyone will naturally get their fair reward.

Chin Kung, at the age of 87



(1) Preamble: Seeking the Core of Life Education
 I am seeking
� 7KDW�ÁHHWLQJ�PRPHQW
 Put aside everything
 Hoping for …… a life contented and leisurely
 A naked contented heart
 Under any circumstances
 Never mind who I am … or … who you are
 Life originally is precious
 Must treat it with respect
 Life originally is true
 Must not let ourselves become hypocritical
 Life originally is good
 Must not let ourselves go into the pit of ugly evilness
 Life originally is holy
 Must not let sin contaminate ourselves

The Search for Truth, 
Goodness, Beauty and Holiness: 

Catholic Life Education     
Q�Fr. Chau King Fun
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      And make life vulgar
 So ……
 People must endeavour to expel from our hearts the devil
 Learn to -- --
 Abandon ourselves     
  Put aside everything       With no obstinacy
 Empty ourselves     
  Void has no hypocrisy      Observe spirituality in quietude
 Shed ourselves   
  Of egoism and materialism Embrace the One with simplicity

� 6HDUFKLQJ� DQG� VHHNLQJ� LQ� OLIH� VLJQLÀHV� WKDW� SHRSOH� OLYH� OLIH� LQ� FRQVWDQW�
changes. All the myriads of issues and creations, in the midst of all the changes, 

reveal their own limitations. Yet, in whatever way the world changes, how 

limited life is, the reality that appears before our eyes is all “Truth”. Yes, all that 

reality before our eyes is “Truth”, but, what is “Truth”? We can talk about it from 

WZR�DQJOHV��)LUVWO\��IURP�SHRSOH·V�VHOI�UHÁHFWLRQ��´7UXWKµ�SRLQWV�WR�SHRSOH·V�´WUXH�
heartedness”. Everyone has a heart of genuineness and lives in Truth which 

means that everything can come alive in the reality of life without guile. Secondly, 

LW�SRLQWV� WR� WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�´7UXWK�DQG�)DOVLW\µ� LQ�DOO� WKLQJV�DQG� LVVXHV��ZKLFK�
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1 ¶+XPDQLVP·� LQ�JHQHUDO� LV�GLUHFWHG�DW�KXPDQ�FXOWXUH�RU�DW�KXPDQ� OLIH�EHLQJ� OLYHG�HWKLFDOO\��YLUWXRXVO\�DQG�KDUPRQLRXVO\�� ,Q� ·,�
&KLQJ·V�+H[DJUDP�%L·��LW�VD\V��¶2EVHUYH�WKH�DVWURQRPLFDO�SKHQRPHQD�IRU�VHDVRQDO�DQG�F\FOLFDO�FKDQJHV�DQG�REVHUYH�KXPDQLVP�
IRU�WKH�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�VRFLHW\�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG·��$IWHU�WKDW��LQ�¶7KH�%RRN�RI�1RUWKHUQ�4L��%LRJUDSKLHV�RI�:ULWHUV·��LW�DOVR�VD\V��¶:KHQ�
WKH�VDJH�VSHDNV�DERXW�XVLQJ�HWKLFV��YLUWXHV�DQG�KDUPRQ\�WR�WUDQVIRUP�WKH�ZRUOG��LW�LV�KXPDQLVP·��7KLV�LQ�UHDOLW\�SRLQWV�WR�KXPDQ·V�
FXOWXUDO�SKHQRPHQRQ��+HQFH��DOO�WKH�P\ULDGV�RI�LVVXHV�DQG�WKLQJV�IRUPHG�LQ�WKH�FXOWXUDO�SKHQRPHQRQ�RI�SHRSOH·V�GDLO\�OLYLQJ�OLNH��
SHUVRQQHO��SHUVRQDO�IDYRXUV��DQG�FXVWRPV�DQG�WUDGLWLRQV�FDQ�DOVR�EH�¶KXPDQLVP·�
� /DZ�-RN�)XQJ��HGLWRU·V�QRWH�RQ�¶+XPDQLVP·��&KLQHVH�'LFWLRQDU\��9ROXPH����+�.���-RLQW�3XEOLVKLQJ�������������
� /DP�:DQ�.R�0LQJ���&KLHI�(GLWRU��¶+XPDQLVP·��&KLQHVH�(QF\FORSHGLD���9ROXPH�����3ULQWHU��&KLQD�$FDGHP\�3XEOLVKHU��&KLQHVH�
&XOWXUH�8QLYHUVLW\��5HSXEOLF�RI�&KLQD�<HDU������3����

PHDQV� WKDW� WUXH� LVVXHV�DQG� UHDO� IDFWV� DUH� WUXWK�ZLWK�QR� IDOVHKRRG��)RU� LQVWDQFH��
in the aftermath of an earthquake and tsunami, an elderly man looked for his 

PLVVLQJ�IDPLO\�LQ�WKH�GLVDVWURXV�DUHD�DQG�D�ÀUH�HQJLQH�ZDV�GULYLQJ�DW�KLJK�VSHHG�
with the siren blaring. The scene clearly tells us that at this very moment, calamity 

has struck and we, hearing it, can silently pray in our hearts and ask for safety.

 Searching for truth is to uncover the true countenance of man’s egoism. 

It also uncovers the true countenance of things and issues so as to display the “true 

nature” of the human beings and issues.

� ,Q� )DLWK�� ZH� FDQ� JD]H� DW� DQG� UHÁHFW� XSRQ� WKH� JORULRXV� FRXQWHQDQFH� RI�
-HVXV·� UHVXUUHFWLRQ��7KLV� LV� WR� IXOÀO� WKH� UHGHPSWLRQ� LQ� WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW·V�/DZ�
and Promise (the Covenant of Love) and to put into practice Love’s mission. To  

IXOÀO� )DLWK·V� SURPLVH�� &KULVWLDQV� DUH� DVNHG� WR� OLYH� RXW� *RG·V� PHUFLIXO� DQG�
compassionate mutual help and love. We must also pluck up courage, gather  

our spirit and strength, and with a serene heart hopefully wait for the Lord’s 

descent on earth. When dealing with issues and Life, we must not feel shame 

DERXW�WKH�&UXFLÀ[��

� )URP�GDLO\�OLIH��ZH�FDQ��IURP�WKH�SKHQRPHQD�RI�´QDWXUH�DQG�VRFLHW\µ�JHW�WKH�
FRQÀUPDWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�FRQFHUQV�RI�PRGHUQ�SHRSOH�DUH�QRW�HWKLFV�DQG�PRUDOLW\��QRW�
VHUYLFH�RU�VDFULÀFH��QRW�WUXH�NQRZOHGJH�RU�SULQFLSOHV��EXW�PRQH\��HQMR\PHQW��DQG�
power and rights. 

� )URP�UHÁHFWLRQ�RQ�FXOWXUH��&DWKROLF�OLIH�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�WR�SURFODLP�DQG�UHDOL]H�
God’s salvation for the human beings that He created ---- all races and nations. 

Catholic life education, in humanistic spirit
1
, demonstrates God’s plan of Love 

that brings humankind life’s salvation and restore in people the “Truth, Goodness, 

Beauty, Holiness” that they have lost to sinning.

 The core of the Church’s humanistic education comes from the “Bible”. It is 

the “good news” of Christ’s redemption, love, righteousness and peace which 

can give stimulation to people’s hearts. Not only are people led to the love union 

with God, but they are also led to giving mutual concern and service to one 

another because of love. People’s hearts are liberated. People’s souls are cleansed. 

���



Life’s communion among people is elevated. Society is motivated to go towards  

harmony and concord.

 The Catholic doctrine is to help the faithful to cultivate virtue to reach 

sainthood and to enable Christians to live in the spirit of the gospel and adhere 

to the Church’s ethical and moral norms. People must practice and realize “Love” 

WR�VWLPXODWH�&KULVWLDQV·�IUHHGRP�LQ�WUXWK�WR�IXOÀO�WKHLU�HWKLFDO�DQG�PRUDO�OLIH�VR�DV�
to grow the fruit of joy, peace, compassion, friendship, and harmony which bind 

all virtues together. “And above all these virtues put on love, which binds every-

thing together in perfect harmony” (Colossians 3:14) “The binding of all virtues”  

SXULÀHV� SHRSOH·V� KHDUWV� DQG� HOHYDWHV� SHRSOH·V� ORYH� WR� UHDFK� WKH� UHDOP� RI�
transcendental perfection of God’s Love.

 “The Culture of Love” brings out the point that only “Love” can transform 

people. “Love” is the basic quality of humanistic education and social discipline 

which possesses the instructions of a theological nature. The aim is to instruct 

people how to live life in Love, that is, to instruct people to conduct themselves 

in line with the demands of morality and ethics. The instructions have their 

fundamental criterion which is the dimension of “Moral Theology” that includes 

individual motives, ethical norms and the right conscience. The foundation of 

Moral Theology is based on the Biblical revelations and Church traditions that 

FDQ�EH�H[SODLQHG�DQG�FRQÀUPHG�XQGHU�WKH�LOOXPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�KDUPRQLRXV�/RYH�RI�
God and the Holy Trinity.
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2 ,Q�WKH�&KLQHVH�&RQIXFLDQ�VFKRRO�RI�WKRXJKWV��¶KXPDQLVWLF�VSLULW·�VWURQJO\�VWUHVVHV��¶9LUWXHV�DUH�IRUPHG�LQWHUQDOO\�DQG��FXOWXUH��
H[WHUQDOO\·��7KLV� LV� H[DFWO\� WKH� VWURQJ�HPSKDVLV� RQ� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�HIIHFWHG� IURP� WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�RQ�SURSULHW\� DQG�PXVLF��PRUH�
importantly, the morality and concord among inter-personal relationships. Self-cultivation of ethics and virtues is strongly stressed. 
:KDW�IROORZV�LV�¶KXPDQLVWLF�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG·��

 The Church of today, in the action of “Love”, clearly stipulates the contents 

that must be realized are: “give the good news to the poor; announce the release 

of the prisoners-of-wars and the restoration of sight to the blind; and help the 

oppressed to gain freedom”. All these have been neglected by modern society 

and government. Yet, they are the core contents of Catholic life education and 

VRFLDO�GLVFLSOLQH��:H�PXVW�DOVR�GHHSO\�UHÁHFW�DQG�KRSH�WKDW�´6RFLHWDO�/RYHµ�DQG�
“Benevolent Service” which are the concerns of Catholic life education and social 

discipline can soon be realized and promoted in all countries in the world, in 

particular, China. We, Chinese must take out our courage from the bottom of our 

hearts so as to be able to integrate natural value, social value and spiritual value in 

the new era of today into the grand harmony of “moral education” and “religious 

training” to enable China to go towards the grand unity of “the benevolence of 

oneness”.

(2)  Self-Consciousness and Clear Headedness:  
 On Catholic Humanism in the Transformation of the 
 World’s Core Value. 2 

 Life’s sense of self-consciousness awakens Love’s mission
� ,JQLWHV�WKH�JUHDW�ZKHHO�RI�RͿHULQJV
 Motivates among people-and-people mutual services
 In honesty and respect live out benevolence
 With no suspicions
 With no grudges or complaints
 Only a share of Catholic love that transcends materialism and self
 Put together with the daily  necessities
 Transformed into Life’s daily bread
 ------- Nourish the body and the heart
 To stop people from falling into the pit of temptation
 To leave the shackle of sin
 It’s better to say: It is Christ’s encouragement -----
 With clarity of mind live out life
 For Love’s service
� 7KH�ÀHOGV�LQ�SHRSOH·V�KHDUWV�UHFHLYH�WKH�QRXULVKPHQW�RI�
              Jesus’s Holy Eucharist
 In the refuge of the Holy Blood
 People procure the refuge of Love
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3 ¶+XPDQLVP�7UDQVIRUPLQJ� WKH�:RUOG·� LQ� ¶7KH�(QF\FORSHGLD� RI� 3KLORVRSK\·� 9RO�� ��� 3XEOLVKHU�� )X� -HQ�8QLYHUVLW\�� ����� � � ��� ��
¶+XPDQLVP� LQ�:RUOG�7UDQVIRUPDWLRQ·��(VVD\�E\�/XZHQ�RI�7DQJ�'\QDVW\�PHDQLQJ� WKDW�KXPDQ�YLUWXHV�FDQ�KHOS�FUHDWH�D�VHW�RI�
FXOWXUDO�QRUPV�WR�WHDFK�SHRSOH�DQG�WUDQVIRUP�WKHP�VR�WKDW�WKH�GHPDQGV�RI�FXOWXUH�FDQ�EH�IXOÀOOHG�
4 7DQJ�-XQ\L·V�¶7KH�'HYHORSPHQW�RI�&KLQHVH�+XPDQLVWLF�6SLULW·��7DLZDQ��6WXGHQWV·�%RRNVKRS�������5HSXEOLF�RI�&KLQD�<HDU�����
3�����

� ´+XPDQLVP�LQ�ZRUOG� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQµ�GHPRQVWUDWHV� WZR�GLͿHUHQW� OHYHOV�RI�
KXPDQLVWLF�WKHRULHV��ÀUVWO\��LQ�WKH�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�SHUVRQDO�TXDOLWLHV�WR�FRQFXU�
with the norms of ethics and morality, one can become a person of high ethical 

and moral standards; secondly, with the whole society and country following the 

norms of law and order, governance will become harmonious and people will live 

in happiness and respect for their work.
3
  Hence, Catholicism in life education uses 

the strength of faith to arouse people’s self-consciousness and Life’s awakening. 

People are urged to actively study and revise what has been learned and learn 

what is new so as to acquire the correct knowledge to distinguish the good from 

the evil, right from wrong and black from white and put the correct knowledge 

into practice. Hence, people are urged to have the sharing in their hearts and souls, 

“Love”. Let materialistic society get back on its original track, that is, return to 

the track of living the life of love, to the track of people’s mutual help and to the 

track of realizing righteousness and peace. People’s sense of self-consciousness 

VWUHQJWKHQV�WKHLU�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�FRQÀUPDWLRQ�RQ�YDOXH�RULHQWDWLRQ��7KH�FRQFHSW�
of value orientation can help people to elevate the self-liberation of their heart 

and soul. People’s life awakening has the enlightenment of the heart and soul. 

It emphasizes that people should be able to see their own faults and perceive 

benevolence, to understand goodness and be an honest self, to discipline the heart 

and correct it, to attend to virtue cultivation and moreover, to have the ideal of 

propagating goodness and getting rid of badness to reach sainthood and the realm 

of sublime goodness where “the benevolent have no worries; the wise have no 

delusions; the brave have no fear” and to accomplish the transcendence of the 

heart and soul in accordance with people’s benevolence that inter-connects heaven 

and earth. The union of the virtue of heaven and humankind and the union of 

peace and harmony in the liberty of the heart and soul display the supreme pre-

eminence and depths of religious spirit.
4
  

   

 Hence, Catholicism, in the face of the changing society and era, the confusion 

RQ�YDOXHV��ZLGHVSUHDG�KHGRQLVP�DQG�WKH�SUHRFFXSDWLRQ�ZLWK�VHOI��PXVW�ÀUVW�DQG�
foremost defend the core value of faith and education to establish the correct 

RXWORRN�RQ�OLIH�DQG�YDOXH�HVSHFLDOO\�RQ�HGXFDWLRQ��%DVHG�RQ�)DLWK��/RYH�DQG�+RSH��
educate the younger generation to bravely abide by the core value of the principle 

of faith:

 1. Truth:          

  Truth helps people to distinguish goodness from evil, truth from falsity.

 2. Righteousness:   

  Righteousness asks people to respect other people’s rights, build a  
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5 ����6XQGD\�([DPLQHU��(GLWRULDO��7KH�&RUH�9DOXH�RI�&DWKROLF�(GXFDWLRQ�+�.��'LRFHVH����������

  harmonious, equal and welfare society. 

  3. Benevolence:     

  Benevolence is the absolute principle of all virtues. 

  In the love of benevolence, everyone helps and takes care of one another.

 4.  Life:            

  Life is the priceless gift that God bestows upon people. Everyone possesses

   the preciousness, truth, goodness and holiness of life’s uniqueness.   

  Unconditionally, Life should be given respect and dignity.

� ����)DPLO\�����������
� � )DPLO\�LV�VRFLHW\·V�FHOOV�DQG�SLOODUV��,Q�PXWXDO�ORYH��D�KDUPRQLRXV�DQG
   concordant life is built. Hence, the holiness of marriage must not be   

  destroyed. Giving birth is a holy mission and duty of faith and love. 
5
 

(3) Goodness is to be Shared and Learned: 
 The Pre-eminence of Life Education
 In the search for Life’s direction
 Only loving truly … … deeply realize
 In a luminous heart is true nature
 Goodness is to be shared and learned
 Lofty aspiration hugs the sky
 Almsgiving is for all the needy
� &RPLQJ�WR�P\�PLQG�LV�-HVXV�&KULVW·V�VHOÁHVV�JUHDW�ORYH
 ---- Abasing Himself, Jesus bent down to wash His disciples’ feet
 Jesus said: In the same way, do this!
 ---- This is my body … … This is my blood
 Jesus also said: Do this in remembrance of me
 ---- This is the Covenant of Love
� -HVXV�ZLWK�D΀UPDWLRQ�VDLG��,�DP�ZLWK�\RX�DOZD\V�
        Until the end of time.
 Christ’s Love is the basic quality of human life
 That enables people to live out Life’s beauty
 In service paint the colourful rainbow
� ,Q�RͿHULQJ�WHQG�WKH�YLQH\DUG
 Jesus Christ has deeply loved Man
 Without grudge or complaint
   He has loved those who nailed “Him” to death
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6 &KDX�.LQJ�)XQ·V� ¶7KH�:LVGRP�RQ�0XWXDO�+DUPRQ\�EHWZHHQ�/LIH�DQG�)DLWK·�²�2Q�3URI��/RNXDQJ·V� ¶/LIH·V�:LVGRP·��5HI��7KH�
6HFRQG�9ROXPH�RI�3URI��/RNXDQJ·V�¶/LIH�3KLORVRSK\·�6WXGHQWV·�%RRNVKRS��7DLZDQ��5HSXSOLF�RI�&KLQD��-XQH��<HDU������������)LUVW�
(GLWLRQ��3�����
7 /RNXDQJ·V�¶7KH�)XWXUH�RI�&KLQHVH�3KLORVRSK\·��6WXGHQWV·�%RRNVKRS��7DLZDQ��¶3KLORVRSK\�RI�6HOI·�5HSXEOLF�RI�&KLQD��$XJXVW��
<HDU������������QG�(GLWLRQ��3�������

 All for Love -- -- 
  Love that is deep and profound has no grudge or complaint
 People and God encounter in telepathy
 People stay close and love one another 

 Education of Love enables people to sense and realize the existence of their 

own self. To live out the “self” of Life, people must unceasingly pursue “an 

idealistic self” and go towards eternal Life to realize “the accomplishment of self’. 

While in pursuit of “an idealistic self” and going toward eternal life, people enter 

into Life’s transcendence. Education of Love can create new Life. The capability 

of “creating newness” brings out Life’s transcendence.
6
 At this moment, people 

know clearly that they have to put Life’s development into practice to enable the 

VHOI�WR�EH�VWHHSHG�LQ�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�UHÀQHPHQW�RI�PRUDOLW\�DQG�DUW��3HUVRQDO�TXDOLWLHV�
are transformed. Nature and soul are being polished in the pursuit of “Holiness, 

Beauty, Goodness, Truth”. Then, the “True Self” can be accomplished to reach 

VDLQWKRRG�DQG�WR�VDQFWLI\�RWKHUV�DQG�WKH�ÀQDOLW\�LV�/LIH·V�´8OWLPDWHµ������´VWRSSLQJ�
only at sublime goodness”, “union of heaven and man”, “the ways become inter-

connected into one”, “the merging into oneness” and “union with God”. 
7
 

 Education of Love in Life transcendence enables Life to secure elevation. 

,W�DOVR�FRQÀUPV�SHRSOH·V�KHDUW�RI�IDLWK��KHDUW�RI�ORYH�DV�ZHOO�DV�VHOI�UHFRJQLWLRQ�DQG�
VHOI�LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ��

� 2QH�ZKR� FDQ�JHW� VHOI�UHFRJQLWLRQ�KDV� FRQÀGHQFH� LQ�/LIH�� FDQ� DOVR�SHUFHLYH�
clearly the value and meaning of the existence of Life and know how to choose 

goodness with steadfastness.

� 2QH�ZKR�FDQ�JHW�VHOI�LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�KDV�/RYH�IRU�/LIH��FDQ�DOVR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�
Life itself is the existence of Love and the creation of Love as well. This Love is not 

RQO\�FRQÀQHG�WR�/RYH�LQ�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�KXPDQNLQG�EXW�DOVR�/RYH�LQ�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�
WKH�VRXO��,W�LV�D�XQLYHUVDO�DQG�XQVHOÀVK�VDFULÀFH�DQG�WKH�KDUPRQLRXV�DWWUDFWLRQ�WR�
all the myriads of things in Life.

� 2QH�ZKR�FDQ�DFKLHYH�VHOI�UHFRJQLWLRQ�DQG�VHOI�LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�FDQ�SHUVRQDOO\�
experience the mystery of all creations in heaven and earth as well as the mystery 

of the human heart and soul, and can also comprehend, behind human limitations 

DQG�YXOQHUDELOLWLHV�� WKH� LQÀQLWHO\� JUHDW� VWUHQJWK� �������+H� LV� WKH� WDUJHWHG� HQG� RI�
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8 =KHQ�/L·V�¶)URP�([LVWHQFH�WR�(WHUQLW\·��7DLZDQ�&RPPHUFLDO�3UHVV��(YHU\PDQ·V�/LEUDU\������������&KDSWHU����¶([LVWHQFH�DQG�
(WHUQLW\·�3�����

human Life, the mystery of living Love which, though cannot be expressed in 

words, has the attraction to people who thirst for being converted to Him, because 

in Him are Truth, Goodness, Beauty, Holiness, everlasting Love and eternal Life.

 Hence, people, “in the journey of Life, must, at all times, make decisions 

and choices for themselves, unceasingly transcend their own selves, continually 

leap upwards and incessantly struggle and take risks. Unless people enter into 

the main portal of Death, they have no way of entering into eternal Life and no 

way of being fully converted to Christ. Before fully getting to grip with eternity, 

SHRSOH�ZLOO� FRQWLQXDOO\� VHDUFK� IRU� /LIH� WKDW� LV� VWLOO� ÀOOHG�ZLWK� DOO� WKH� WULDOV� DQG�
WULEXODWLRQV��2QFH�HWHUQLW\�LV�IRXQG��SHRSOH�FDQ�EHJLQ�WR�H[SHULHQFH�UHDO�FDOP�DQG�
peace. When looking back on Life, on the myriads of things, on personal failures, 

VKRFNV��RU�PLVIRUWXQHV�DQG�DOO�WKH�PLVKDSV��WKH\�FDQ�ÀQG�QRWKLQJ�WKDW�FDQ�GLVWXUE�
their hearts and souls and lead them to doubts and bewilderment. In the bosom 

of eternity, we ourselves can take heaven’s heart as our own heart and heaven’s 

will as our own will. Heaven’s heart is absolutely and sublimely good; heaven’s 

will is absolutely whole. When we entirely give ourselves to returning to heaven’s 

heart and heaven’s will, we will no more feel doubts and bewilderment amidst all 

the strife in human world. The existence of dejection, worries and fear will then 

GHPRQVWUDWH�SRVLWLYH�HͿHFWLYHQHVV�DQG�PRWLYDWH�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKH�VHOI�WR�DVFHQG�
to transcendence and run towards eternity.”

8

(4) Conclusion: The Aim of Life Education ---- 
 Harmony of Love
 In a changing society
 Human heart is getting into the fetters of materialism
 At this moment … … What actually do people want to do?
 ---- Sharing ----
� 3HRSOH�LQ�GHHS�UHÁHFWLRQ
 In the inner heart is Love
 Work in accordance with Faith
 Dwell in benevolence and comply with righteousness
              The great’s good deeds are obvious
 Dwell in benevolence and comply with Faith
              The saint’s cultivation of virtue is complete
 Christians must use the Faith of Love at work
 To enrich their own Life of Faith 
 Let Christ’s redemption transform human heart
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 Everyone in Love builds the deep rooted foundation 
� 7R�HWFK�LQ�WKH�KHDUW�DQG�VRXO�VHOÁHVV�/RYH
 In everything always is joy
 In every place there is no obstinacy
 In all things     keep a thankful heart 
 Surging up are ripples in Life
 Knowing that our own heart is clear and clean
 ----- An awoken soul’s luminous virtue
 Has a share of peaceful perceptive understanding 
 In the state of empty quietude in the heart
 Comes the experience of that forever and ever freshness 
� 2I�WKH�FRQÀUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�UHQHZDO�RI�D�UHOLJLRXV�KHDUW�
 In penance return to the depths of the heart and soul
 Open up in the heart the new spring of sincerity and Love
 And pour out the fully charged thriving vitality of the Virtue of Truth 
� 7KH�LQVSLUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VRXO�ÀOOV�IXOO\�WKH�KHDYHQ�DQG�HDUWK

 The aim of life education ---- Harmony of Love ---- is in people’s life processes, 

when they, after discovering eternity, experience true peace and security. The heart 

and soul can unite the internal and external way and withstand disturbances of 

DQ\WKLQJ�ZRUOGO\�DQG�HDUWKO\�DQG�HQWHU� LQWR� WKH�ERVRP�RI�HWHUQLW\��)RU� WKH�VHOI��
treat the heart of Heaven as one’s own heart; treat the will of Heaven as one’s 

own will; when completely return to Heaven’s heart and Heaven’s will and with 

WKH�ZKROH�KHDUW��ZKROH�VRXO�DQG�DOO�WKH�VWUHQJWK�JLYH�XOWLPDWH�)DLWK�WR�*RG��7KHQ��
people can understand: from birth, they have to learn; learning leads to knowing; 

knowing leads to the ability to perform and to the state of putting everything aside 

and reaching the realm where all heart’s desires within the norms can be attained. 

� &RQIXFLXV� VD\V�� ´$W� ÀIWHHQ�� RQH·V� DPELWLRQ� LV� WR� OHDUQµ�� ,I� ´WR� OHDUQµ�ZHUH�
interpreted as “to start learning”, that would be too late. In Confucius’s time, 

ÀIWHHQ�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�PDUULDJHDEOH�DJH��+HUH��́ WR�OHDUQµ�VKRXOG�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�
as: “Confucius had already realized his own direction. His aim was to be able to 

establish his own school of philosophy and create his own theories to show people 

the direction of forging ahead”.

                  “At thirty, one has established oneself”. This means at thirty, he had 
DOUHDG\�FRQÀUPHG�WKH�FRQWHQWV�RI�KLV�VFKRRO�RI�SKLORVRSK\�

������������������´$W�IRUW\��RQH�KDV�QR�PRUH�ED΁HPHQWµ��7KLV�PHDQV�ZLWK�KLV�SKLORVRSK\��
KH�XQGHUVWRRG�WKH�DLPV�RI�/LIH��VR�KH�ZRXOG�QRW�IHHO�WKH�ED΁HPHQW�RI�DLPOHVVQHVV�

������������������´$W�ÀIW\��RQH�NQRZV�WKH�0DQGDWH�RI�+HDYHQµ��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�DW�ÀIW\�� 177



9  7DP�.D�JLW·V�¶7KH�$QDOHFWV�RI�&RQIXFLXV�DQG�WKH�6WXG\�RI�&KLQHVH�3KLORVRSK\·��7RQVRQ�3XEOLFDWLRQV������

he learned I Ching, the Book of Changes and learned the Mandate of Heaven.

                  “At sixty, follow your ear”. The word “Ear” should be an auxiliary 
word with no particular meaning, so this means at sixty, he followed the Mandate 
of Heaven. 

   Since he followed the Mandate of Heaven, “at seventy, he  followed 
his heart’s desires within the norms” and reached the oblivious ultimate. 9
 

 About the concept of the ultimate, in the “Great Learning”, it says, “The way 

of great learning is to manifest the luminous virtue, love your people and only 

stop at supreme goodness.” In general, this is being explained as three guiding 

principles, but actually, it should be two guiding principles only and one ultimate. 

Manifesting luminous virtue and love the people, in theory and in practice, are 

two guiding principles. Stopping at supreme goodness is the ultimate goal. 

Manifesting luminous virtue in ruling the country reaches supreme goodness 

and loving the people of the country also reaches supreme goodness. The two are 

inter-connected to reach supreme goodness. In Confucius’ school of thoughts, the 

ultimate goal is to stop at supreme goodness which is actually the ultimate goal 

of “Harmony of Love”. Establishing the new heaven and new earth means the 

realization of the heavenly world in human world. Today’s life education must 

have this share of ultimate spirit of “Harmony of Love”. Together with “learning”, 

the spirit of “Love” must be stressed with “Do not do unto others what you do 

not want others do unto you”. With “Love”, any religion, culture and race can 

“merge into oneness” and build family harmony as well as social concord and 

world peace.

,Q�OLIH�HGXFDWLRQ�GLDORJXH�IRU�GLͿHUHQW�UHOLJLRQV�DQG�FXOWXUHV�

Being found is a similar cultivation of the liberation of the heart and soul

All ask the faithful to learn: “Let go”

This is: “Do not be obstinate”

----- Put aside the thought of “exclusiveness”

Use the spirit of “Love’s” “Do not do unto others what you do not want others do
   unto you” for dialogue

With “respect” and “appreciation” bring about the “merging” of spiritual 
cultivation 

We believe: “Love” has no boundary
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Whatever religion, culture and race

Because of “Love” get “the union of oneness”

“Love” is rooted in the human heart

From the Creator      the living great Virtue “Love” is bestowed on people

Like seeds being germinated in people’s hearts

People use “virtue cultivation’ to cultivate them

Enabling them to grow and branch

Religious cultivation and practice

Help people to nourish the heart and personality

Nourishing the heart, one must get rid of desires, vanities and avarice

Nourishing the personality, one must get rid of violence, wrath and grudge

:LWK�WKH�KHDUW�DQG�VSLULW��WKH�PLQG���ZLWK�WUXWK��ZLWK�VLQFHULW\�DV�RͿHULQJV

So as to stop only at supreme goodness

Attain the union of heaven and man into oneness; ways inter-connected to 
become the one; harmoniously joined and merged into oneness

To reach the eternity of everlasting Life

Study of Philosophy should avoid “exclusiveness”, pursue “harmonious 
union”-----

 Do not exclude others. With the spirit of “Love”, respect and merge 

harmoniously. This harmonious union into oneness, love in the heart is like seeds 

being cultivated in people’s hearts
10

.
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 3($&(� %(� 8321� <28�� I am  

expected to submit before you the contribu-

tion of the religion preached by the Great 

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)to 

Peace. It is said and believed about Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH) that he did not speak 

anything of his own accord. As the Holy 

Qur’an says:“He does not speak of his own 

desire. It is but a revelation revealed to him 

by his Creator” (Qur’an, 53:4). These revela-

tions and messages of ALLAH were com-

piled in a book called the QUR’AN, which 

is still preserved in its origina1 form. I shall 

FRQÀQH�P\VHOI�WR�WKH�VWULFW�ZRUGLQJV�RI�WKH�

Qur’an and thus submit to you the contri-

bution of the Qur’an towards peace.

 The name given to this religion is  

“ISLAM” which literally means peace  

because the whole message of the Qur’an is 

nothing but a message of peace. It teaches 

us how to establish peace with the Almighty 

by submitting ourselves to His Commands 

and through submitting ourselves to His  

Commands to achieve peace with the World. 

This message from the beginning to the end 

preaches peace and describes the means 

to achieve peace. In the limited time at my  

disposal I shall not be able to do justice to 

THE CONTRIBUTION OF 
ISLAM TO PEACE

Q (Delivered by HIS EMINENCE MAULANA MOHAMED
ABDUL ALEEM SIDDIQUI) 



181

the vast subject but in order to be authen-

tic in my speech I shall just give quotations 

IURP�WKH�4XU·DQ�XQGHU�GLͿHUHQW�KHDGLQJV�

 

A. The Course, which one should
 adopt for his life, which leads 
  to Peace.
 (a)  The religion before Allah is Peace 

(Islam) (Qur’an, 3:19).

� �E���2K�\RX�ZKR�EHOLHYH��(QWHU�LQWR�WKH�
way of peace wholeheartedly and follow not 

WKH�ZD\V�RI�6DWDQ��WKH�(YLO�2QH��IRU�KH�LV�WR�
you an avowed enemy (Qur’an, 2:208).

 (c)  This day I have perfected your reli-

gion (code of life) for you and completed my 

favours upon you and have chosen for you 

Islam the religion of Peace as your religion 

(Qur’an, 5:4).

B. People are warned not to 
 create mischief and disturb  
 peace.
 (a)  Do not make mischief on the earth 

when order has been established therein 

(Qur’an, 7:56).

� �E�� � $QG� UHPHPEHU� WKH� EHQHÀWV� �\RX�
have received) from Allah and refrain from 

evil and mischief on the earth (Qur’an, 7:74).

 (c)  Those who break Allah’s covenant 

DIWHU�LW�LV�UDWLÀHG�DQG�ZKR�VXQGHU�ZKDW�$O-
lah has ordered to be joined and do mischief 

on earth: These cause loss only to them-

selves (Qur’an, 2:27).

 (d)Tumult and oppression are worse 

than slaughter (Qur’an, 2:191).

 (e)  The blame is only against those who 

oppress men with wrongdoing and rebel in 

WKH�ODQG�GHI\LQJ�ULJKW�DQG�MXVWLFH��)RU�VXFK�

there will be a grievous penalty (Qur’an, 

42:42).

 (f)  And withhold not things justly due 

to men nor do evil in the land working mis-

chief (Qur’an, 26:183).

C. Slaughtering of the 
 Individual is considered to
 be slaughtering of the
 whole nation.
 (a)  If anyone slew a person - unless it 

be for murder or for spreading mischief in 

the land - it would be as if he slew the whole 

people; and if anyone saved a life, it would 

be as if he saved the life of the whole people 

(Qur’an, 5:35).

D. Although recompense for 
 injuries is provided for, 
 forgiveness is recommended.
 (a)  The good deed and the evil deed 

are not alike. Repel the evil deed with one 

which is better; then will he between whom 

and you there was enmity become as though 

he was a bosom friend (Qur’an, 41:34).

 (b)  The recompense, for an injury is an 

injury equal thereto(in degree); but if a per-

son forgives and makes reconciliation his 

reward is due from Allah; for Allah loves 

not those who do wrong (Qur’an, 42:40).

 (c)  But indeed if any show patience and 

forgive that would truly be an exercise of 

courageous will and resolution in the con-

GXFW�RI�DͿDLUV��4XU·DQ���������

 (d)  But if the enemies incline towards 

peace, you also should incline towards 

SHDFH�DQG�WUXVW�LQ�$OODK��IRU�+H�LV�WKH�2QH�
who hears and knows all things (Qur’an, 

8:61).
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E. Means to Establish Peace
 1) Realisation of the existence of an 
Almighty All-Knowing having power to 
punish and pardon.

� �D�� � $OODK�� 7KHUH� LV� QR� *RG� EXW� +H� ��
the Living, the Self-Subsisting, Eternal. No 

slumber can seize Him nor Sleep. His are all 

things in the Heavens and on earth. Who is 

there can intercede in His presence except as 

He permits? He knows what (appear to his 

Creatures as) before or after or behind. Nor 

shall they compass aught of His knowledge 

except as He wills. His throne extends over 

the heavens and the earth and He feels no 

fatigue in guarding and preserving them. 

)RU� +H� LV� WKH�0RVW� +LJK�� WKH� 6XSUHPH� LQ�
Glory (Qur’an, 2:255).

� �E���6XUHO\�WKH�*RG�RI�\RX�DOO�LV�WKH�2QH�
Allah: there is no God but He. All things He 

comprehends in His Knowledge (Qur’an, 

20:98).

 (c)  It was We (Allah) who created man 

and We Know what dark suggestions his 

soul makes to him; for we are nearer to him 

than his jugular vein. Behold, two (guardian 

angels) appointed to learn his doings learn 

(and note them) one sitting on the right and 

one on the left. Not a word does he utter but 

there is a sentinel by him ready to note it 

(Qur’an, 50:16-18).

 ���%HOLHI�LQ�GL;HUHQW�*RGV�FUHDWHV�GLYL-
sion. Therefore the unity of God is empha-
sized.

 (a)  Take not for worship two Gods: for 

He is just one God (Qur’an, 16:51).

 (b)  Had there been any other Gods but 

Allah in the Heavens and the earth surely 

there would have been disturbance in both 

(Qur’an, 21:22).
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 3)  All  messengers of God are  
FRQÀUPHG�DQG�EHOLHI�LQ�WKHP�LV�PDGH�IXQ-
damental

 (a)  The same religion has He estab-

lished for you as that which He enjoined on 

Noah- that which we have sent by inspira-

tion to you- And that which We enjoined 

on Abraham, Moses and Jesus; namely that 

you should remain steadfast in religion and 

make no divisions therein (Qur’an, 42:13).

 (b)  Verily we sent messengers before 

you; of them there are some whose story we 

have related to you and some whose story 

we have not related to you (Qur’an, 40:78).

 (c) Say: We believe in Allah and what 

has been revealed to us and to Abraham, 

Ismail, Isaac, Jacob and the Tribes and in 

the (Books) given to Moses, Jesus and the 

Prophets from their Lord; we make no dis-

tinction between one and another among 

them and to Allah do we submit (Qur’an, 

3:84).

 (d)  And this is in the Books of the earli-

est revelations - the Books of Abraham and 

Moses (Qur’an, 87:18-19).

 4) Teachers of other religions, even 
WKRVH� WKDW�KDYH�GL;HUHQW�GHLWLHV�PXVW�QRW�
be insulted.

 (a)  Do not revile those whom they call 

upon besides God, lest they out of spite re-

vile God in their ignorance (Qur’an, 6:108).

 5) Attitudes towards the followers of 
GL;HUHQW�UHOLJLRQV�GHVFULEHG�

 (a)  I worship not that which you wor-

ship. Nor will you worship that which I 

worship. And I will not worship that which 

you have been wont to worship. Nor will 

you worship that which I worship. To you 

be your religion (way of life) and to me my 

religion (Qur’an, 109:2-6).

 6) Everyone is made responsible for 
his own actions.

 (a)  Say: Shall I seek for (my) Cherisher 

other than Allah when He is the Cherisher 

of all things (that exist)? Every soul draws 

the reward of its acts on none but itself; no 

bearer of burdens can bear the burdens of 

another. Your goal in the end is towards Al-

lah: He will tell you the truth of the things 

wherein you disputed (Qur’an, 6:164).

 7) Universal Brotherhood is estab-
lished - All are children of a pair.

 (a)  (Allah) created you from a single 

person, created of like nature, his mate, and 

from them twain scattered countless men 

and women (Qur’an, 4:1).

� �E�� �2�0DQNLQG��:H�FUHDWHG�\RX� IURP�
a single (pair) of a male and a female and 

made you into nations and tribes, that you 

may know each other (not that you may 

despise one another). Verily the most hon-

oured of you in the sight of Allah is (he who 

is) the most religious of you: And Allah has 

full knowledge and is well acquainted (with 

all things) (Qur’an, 49:13).

 (c)  The Believers are but a single broth-

erhood. So make peace and reconciliation 

between your two contending brothers; 

and fear Allah that you may receive mercy 

(Qur’an, 49:10).
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 8) Humility is recommended; arro-
gance is condemned.

 (a)  And swell not your cheek (for pride 

at men) nor walk in insolence through the 

earth; for Allah loves not any arrogant 

boaster (Qur’an, 31:18).

 (b)  Let not some men among you laugh 

at others; it may be that the(latter) are bet-

ter than the (former); nor let some women 

laugh at others; it may be that the (latter) are 

better than the former; nor defame nor be 

sarcastic to each other, nor call each other by 

�RͿHQVLYH��QLFNQDPHV��,OO�VHHPLQJ�LV�D�QDPH�
connoting wickedness (to be used of one) af-

ter he has believed; and those who do not 

desist are (indeed) doing wrong (Qur’an, 

49:11).

 9) To envy others is forbidden.

 (a) And do not covet those things in 

which Allah has bestowed His gifts more 

freely on some of you than on others: to men 

is allotted what they earn and to women 

what they earn; But ask Allah of His bounty. 

)RU�$OODK�KDV� IXOO� NQRZOHGJH� RI� DOO� WKLQJV�
(Qur’an, 4:32).

 10) Problem of Wealth is sorted.

 (a) Eat not up your property among 

yourselves in vanities; but let there be 

DPRQJVW� \RX� WUD΀F� DQG� WUDGH� E\� PXWXDO�
goodwill (Qur’an, 4:29).

 (b) Allah has permitted trade and  

forbidden usury (Qur’an, 2:275).
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 11) Principle of Distribution of Wealth

 (a) In order that it may not merely make 

a circuit between the wealthy among you 

(Qur’an, 59:7).

 (b) There are indeed among the priests 

and anchorites who in falsehood devour the 

substance of men and hinder them from the 

way of Allah. And there are those who bury 

gold and silver and spend it not in the way 

of Allah; announce to them a most grievous 

SHQDOW\��2Q�WKH�GD\�ZKHQ�KHDW�ZLOO�EH�SUR-

GXFHG�RXW�RI�WKDW�ZHDOWK�LQ�WKH�ÀUH�RI�+HOO��
and with it will be branded their foreheads, 

WKHLU� ÁDQNV� DQG� WKHLU� EDFNV� ´7KLV� LV� WKH�
treasure which you buried for yourselves” 

taste you (then) the treasures you buried 

(Qur’an, 9:34-35).

 12) Justice to be observed in every  
action.

 (a) Allah commands justice, the doing 

of good and liberality to kith and kin, and 

He forbids all shameful deeds and injustice 

and rebellion: He instructs you that you 

may receive admonition (Qur’an, 16:90).

� �E�� 6WDQG� RXW� ÀUPO\� IRU�$OODK� DV� ZLW-
nesses to fair dealing and let not the hatred 

of others to you make you swerve to wrong 

and depart from justice. Be just; that is next 

WR�SLHW\��DQG�IHDU�$OODK��)RU�$OODK�LV�ZHOO�DF-
quainted with all that you do (Qur’an, 5:9).

 13) Sovereignty of Allah to be ob-
served: Law and Order to be kept.

 (a)  No authority can there be for men 

but Allah (Qur’an 12:67).

� �E�� � 2EH\� $OODK�� DQG� REH\� WKH� 0HV-
senger and those charged with authority 

among yourselves (Qur’an, 4:59).

 14) Everyone is expected to preach the 
Message of Peace.

 (a)  You are the best of peoples, evolved 

for mankind, enjoining what is right  

forbidding what is wrong and believing in 

Allah (Qur’an, 3:110).
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 Dr. Arnold Toynbee, a British 

KLVWRULDQ� DQG� RQH� RI� WKH� PRVW� LQÁXHQWLDO�
scholars of the twentieth century, was a 

very compassionate person who was deeply 

concerned for the future of mankind. He had 

conducted comprehensive research on the 

history and civilizations of various human 

races and had very insightful knowledge 

on the causes of the rise and fall of each 

civilization. Drawing on experiences from 

history, he repeatedly pointed out in his 

writings and speeches an imminent need 

for mankind to deal with the “morality 

JDSµ�DQG�WR�ÀQG�D�ZD\�WR�DWWDLQ�XQLW\�DQG�
world peace through education. This article 

attempts to provide a brief introduction 

on how to solve these two major problems 

facing mankind today based on the advice 

of Dr. Toynbee’s “Gem of Wisdom”.

Prelude
Impending Crises: 
The Potential Crisis behind 
Materialistic Prosperity.
 Dr.  Toynbee said that  “We could  

justly accuse the whole human race…of a  

‘morality gap’… Technology gives us 

A Historian’s Wisdom:
A Synopsis on Dr. Toynbee’s 

Revelation about Today’s Society
History is a vast early warning system.

                                              Norman Cousins
Q  Chen Yuexi

Dr. Arnold Toynbee, a British historian and one 
RI�WKH�PRVW� LQÁXHQWLDO�VFKRODUV�RI�WKH�WZHQWLHWK�
FHQWXU\��ZDV�D�YHU\�FRPSDVVLRQDWH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�
ZDV�GHHSO\�FRQFHUQHG�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�PDQNLQG��
+H� KDG� FRQGXFWHG� FRPSUHKHQVLYH� UHVHDUFK� RQ�
WKH� KLVWRU\� DQG� FLYLOL]DWLRQV� RI� YDULRXV� KXPDQ�
UDFHV�DQG�KDG�YHU\�LQVLJKWIXO�NQRZOHGJH�RQ�WKH�
FDXVHV�RI�WKH�ULVH�DQG�IDOO�RI�HDFK�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�
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material power, and this is morally neutral; 

it can be used,  at will, for either good or evil. 

The greater our material power, the greater 

our need for the spiritual insight and virtue 

to use our power for good and not for evil. 

Material power that is not counterbalanced 

by adequate spiritual power, that is, by love 

and wisdom, is a curse and not a blessing. 

The less we have of it the better. The ‘mo-

UDOLW\�JDS·�PHDQV�WKDW��VLQFH�ZH�ÀUVW�EHFDPH�
human, we have never been adequate spir-

itually for handling our material power; and 

today the morality gap is, I suppose, greater 

than it has ever been in any previous age.”

 The rapid development of advanced 

technology has brought unprecedented 

materialistic prosperity and creation of 

massive wealth to mankind. Travelling has 

been immensely expedited by airplanes 

and high-speed trains. Smart phones and 

computers have made information from 

all over the world instantly available at our 

ÀQJHUWLSV��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��VXFK�D�KHFWLF�
pace of life and explosion of information  

have placed people under tremendous 

pressure, for we seem to constantly 

be bustling and restless. At the end of the 

last century, academic research found that  

people in developed countries spent 

on average two to four hours watching 

television every day but stay tuned to each 

channel for only less than three minutes. 

Last year, another research study found  

that some youngsters had a habit of 

checking their cell phones every ten to 

twenty seconds. The negative impact of 

ever-changing technology on our daily  

lives cannot be neglected.

 Amidst the rapid advancement of 

technology in today’s society, very few 

people would place importance on the 

education of ethics, morality and causality, 

which is widely regarded as superstition 

and outdated. This prevailing phenomenon 

increases the danger of disintegration of 

morality every day and leads to people 

ORVLQJ� FRQÀGHQFH� LQ� WKH� HGXFDWLRQ� RI�
traditional culture and religion; the 

$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ODVW�FHQWXU\��DFDGHPLF�UHVHDUFK�IRXQG�WKDW�SHRSOH�LQ�GHYHORSHG�FRXQWULHV�
spent on average two to four hours watching television every day but stay tuned to each 
channel for only less than three minutes. Last year, another research study found that some 
youngsters had a habit of checking their cell phones every ten to twenty seconds.
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 In light of this, many wise people today 

EHOLHYH� WKDW� WKH�XQLÀFDWLRQ�RI� WKH�ZRUOG� LV�
essential, which coincides with the views 

of Dr. Arnold Toynbee and Dr. Joseph 

Needham during the previous century. Dr. 

Toynbee went so far as to pin his entire 

hope of achieving this goal on traditional  

Chinese culture. He said in his book 

Change and Habit, “These unwelcome steps 

WRZDUGV� WKH� SROLWLFDO� XQLÀFDWLRQ� RI� WKH�
world are being forced upon us by the tech-

nological revolution that we ourselves have 

engineered. Technology cannot, of course, 

dictate human choices. It can, however, 

produce a situation in which there are two, 

and only two, alternatives, one of which 

is death; and this is the situation that our 

technology has produced for us now.”
1
 

I. Integration of Cultures:  
 The Hope for the Future
 In this age of globalization, unity 

among nations to find solutions for 

common problems confronting mankind is 

essential for its very survival. The proven 

successful model in Chinese history where 

multi-ethnicity and multi-culture co-existed 

in peace and harmony serves as a good 

example for the world to follow today. Dr. 

Toynbee said, “The Chinese world-state 

KDG�PDLQWDLQHG�LWVHOI��RͿ�DQG�RQ��HYHU�VLQFH�
its establishment in the year 221 B.C. It had 

occasionally disintegrated, but, each time,  

it had reconstituted itself. It had occa-

sionally been overrun by foreign invaders, 

EXW�� HDFK� WLPH�� LW� KDG� VKDNHQ� WKHP�RͿ� ������
Thus the Chinese world-state was still a 

growing concern at a date when the younger 

possibility of restoring world peace; the 

survival of future generations and even the 

YHU\� EDVLF� FRQÀGHQFH� LQ� RXUVHOYHV�� 6XFK�
FULVLV� RI� FRQÀGHQFH� KDV� EHFRPH� WKH� PRVW�
severe problem confronting today’s society 

and the root cause of which is the crisis of 

education: it is indeed the biggest threat to 

mankind and civilization.

 Due to the collapse of education, 

people have lost trust among themselves. 

Thus, Dr. Toynbee’s gravest concern was 

that due to the morality gap, mankind 

has become irrational and a World War III 

could break out during this nuclear age that 

would annihilate the earth. Despite the fact 

that “man is considered the wisest creature 

on earth,” he will also lose his rationality, 

owing to improper education and delusion 

DULVLQJ�IURP�EDG�LQÁXHQFHV�DQG�KDELWV�

7KH�FRYHU�RI�&KDQJH�DQG�+DELWV��
published in 1966.
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Roman Empire had, long ago, faded away 

into ‘ancient history’.”
2
 

� 7KH�PRGHO�RI�́ &KLQHVH�XQLÀFDWLRQµ�ZDV�
not imposed by force but through cohesion 

of people brought about by education 

DQG� LQWHJUDWLRQ� RI� GLͿHUHQW� FXOWXUHV�� 'U��
Toynbee said, “In the Roman and Chinese 

world-states the reconciliation between the 

subjects and their rulers, and the eventual 

blending of the two parties into a united 

world-community, were facilitated by the 

XQLI\LQJ�HͿHFW�RI�D�FRPPRQ�FXOWXUH�µ�

� ,W� ZDUUDQWV� FODULÀFDWLRQ� ZKDW� 'U��
7R\QEHH�PHDQW�E\�´WKH�XQLI\LQJ�HͿHFW�RI�D�
common culture”: it was neither imposed 

by force nor through “brain washing.” 

But rather, it was as what Confucius had 

advocated, “To lead with virtues.” That is to 

say a politician should lead by example of 

morality and virtue. A leader characterized 

by such qualities would naturally win 

the support of people from all quarters, 

rendering him like the North Star which 

never changes its position, with a great 

number of planets revolving around it in 

their respective orbits.

 Confucius promulgated 2500 years ago 

“to govern with virtues,” which was the 

ethical way that every human being should 

follow, the same as “a common moral 

standard” described by Dr. Toynbee. After 

a thorough examination on the evolution 

of over twenty civilizations, Dr. Toynbee 

concluded, “A common moral standard, 

at least on fundamental moral questions, 

seems to be an indispensable basis for social 

and political stability.”
3
 

II. For the Sake of the Future:  
 The Value of the Chinese  
 Civilization Perceived by
 Dr. Toynbee
 The main reason why Dr. Toynbee 

placed so much emphasis on the Chinese 

civilization was that a common moral 

standard had been established since its 

beginning, even before the invention of 

Chinese characters. Such a common moral 

standard extended throughout Chinese 

history with the invention of Chinese 

FKDUDFWHUV�� )URP� WKLV� SHUVSHFWLYH�� LW�
explains why China has remained a united 

2�,ELG���S�����
3�,ELG���S������

&RQIXFLXV� SURPXOJDWHG� ����� \HDUV� DJR� ´WR� JRYHUQ�
ZLWK� YLUWXHV�µ� ZKLFK� ZDV� WKH� HWKLFDO� ZD\� WKDW� HYHU\�
KXPDQ�EHLQJ�VKRXOG�IROORZ��WKH�VDPH�DV�´D�FRPPRQ�
PRUDO�VWDQGDUGµ�GHVFULEHG�E\�'U��7R\QEHH�



Five Cardinal Relationships, Five Constants,
)RXU�$QFKRUV��(LJKW�9LUWXHV

True cultivation begins with practicing these teachings 
LQGLYLGXDOO\��:KHQ�D�SHUVRQ�LV�YLUWXRXV��WKH�IDPLO\�ZLOO�EH�

LQÁXHQFHG�DQG�JDLQ�WUXH�YLUWXH���:KHQ�D�IDPLO\�LV
YLUWXRXV��WKH�FRPPXQLW\�ZLOO�EH�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�YLUWXH��

:KHQ�D�FRPPXQLW\�LV�YLUWXRXV��WKH�FRXQWU\�ZLOO�EH�ÀOOHG�
ZLWK�YLUWXH��:KHQ�D�FRXQWU\�LV�YLUWXRXV��

the rest of the world will share the great virtue. 

Chin Kung

���

include all human relationships and the 

reciprocal obligations among them. They 

are:

 1. Natural bonding between parent 

and child which makes the parent and 

the child love and care about each other 

unconditionally.

 2. Distinct responsibilities between 

husband and wife. The husband should be 

bread owner and the wife should take care 

of the family and educate children well.

country ever since its establishment in the 

Qin dynasty (221 B.C.), whereas Europe has 

been divided despite the size and latitude 

of China and Europe being quite similar. 

This can be attributed mainly to the fact 

that in spite of occasional disintegration of 

the country due to civil wars, the Chinese 

SHRSOH� KDYH� DGKHUHG� WR� ÀOLDO� SLHW\� DQG�
reverence as a common moral standard. To 

WKH� FRQWUDU\�� (XURSH� FRXOG� QRW� EH� XQLÀHG�
since the collapse of the Holy Roman Empire 

due to the lack of a common moral standard 

DPRQJ�GLͿHUHQW�HWKQLFLWLHV�

  To d a y ’ s  s o c i e t y  c o m m o n l y  mi -

sinterprets morality as a restraint to 

freedom. In Chinese, morality is composed 

of  two characters :  “Way” (Dao ལ )  

and “Virtue” (De ᅭ ). “Way” is the truth 

of the universe, life, and the law of nature. 

“Virtue” is to act in accordance with the 

truth and the law of nature to enable us to 

continuously enhance our spiritual life and 

put our materialistic life in balance. In other 

words, abiding by morality, rather than 

hampering our freedom, will help us lead 

a stable and satisfying life materialistically 

and spiritually free from attachment and 

suffering. The traditional Chinese moral 

standard can be summarized as follows: 

� ��� 7KH�)LYH�&DUGLQDO�5HODWLRQVKLSV

� ��� 7KH�)LYH�9LUWXHV

� ��� 7KH�)RXU�$QFKRUV

 4. The Eight Virtues

� 7KH� ´)LYH� &DUGLQDO� 5HODWLRQVKLSVµ�
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 3. Proper order between elder and 

younger siblings. If one can respect for the 

proper order among siblings at home, he 

will get along with others at work and in 

the community by respecting the senior and 

supporting the junior properly.

 4 .  In tegr i ty  and r ighteousness 

between leader and subordinate. With 

integrity and righteousness, a corporation, 

organization and government will 

have stable performance and secure a 

sustainable growth for the long run. It is 

also been recorded as “loyalty and fairness” 

in historic narrations.

 5. Trustworthiness among friends and 

peers. To trust others, especially friends, is 

to acknowledge the truth that the goodness 

belongs to everyone, a truism that both 

ancient Chinese and Socrates took for 

granted.

� 7KH� ´)LYH� &DUGLQDO� 5HODWLRQVKLSVµ�
are the foundation of Chinese traditional 

academic study and applicable to all 

people at all times. Society will naturally 

be harmonious and peaceful with these 

relationships properly in place. Professor 

Chu Hung Lam, a historian, pointed out that 

a political model that places emphasis on 

teaching people to be good and to maintain 

their good innate nature is the most 

economical model of governance, which 

corresponds with Confucian philosophy.

� ´)LOLDO� SLHW\�� VLQFHUH� IUDWHUQDO� ORYH��
loyalty, trustworthiness, propriety, righ-

teousness, incorruptibility, sense of shame, 

benevolence, love, harmony and peace” are 

pursued by all human civilizations and col-

lectively are a summary of the education of 

all saints and sages at all times. 

0U�� -DPHV� /HJJH�� D�PLVVLRQDU\�ZKR�
came to China in 1839 to preach 
the gospel, translated over thir-
WHHQ� &KLQHVH� &ODVVLFV� LQWR� (QJOLVK�
LQFOXGLQJ� 7KH� $QDOHFWV�� 7KH� :RUNV�
RI�0HQFLXV��I Ching�DQG�7KH�%RRN�RI�
5LWHV��/LNH�PDQ\�:HVWHUQ�PLVVLRQDULHV�
ZKR�FDPH�WR �&K LQD � �0U� �-DPHV�
Legge, having been impressed by the 
rich and profound Chinese culture, 
in particular, The Complete Library 
RI� WKH� )RXU� %UDQFKHV� RI� /LWHUDWXUH��
HYHQWXDOO\� EHFDPH� D� 6LQRORJLVW�� +H�
VDLG� WKDW� ´1R�QDWLRQ�KDV�D�KLVWRU\�VR�
thoroughly digested; and on the whole 
it is trustworthy. The publication of so 
extensive a work shows a public spirit 
and zeal for literature among the high 
RIÀFLDOV� RI� &KLQD� ZKLFK� VKRXOG� NHHS�
foreigners from thinking meanly of 
WKHP�µ
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The British historian Dr. Arnold Toynbee said, 
“In order to resolve the social problems of 
the twenty-first century, we must rely on the 
teachings of Confucius and Mencius, and on 
Mahayana Buddhism”. Confucius and Mencius 
taught us to be mindful of benevolence and 
righteousness, so that we can always be 
honest to what we are in nature, and being 
considerate for others. Mahayana Buddhism 
cultivates the virtue of sincerity so that we can 
be compassionate to others.
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 Thus, Dr. Toynbee pointed out, “This 

was a moral code which concentrated on 

the reciprocal obligations of the members 

of a family and which envisaged the state 

as being a family on the grand scale. Pro-

ÀFLHQF\� LQ� WKLV�SKLORVRSK\�� DQG� IDPLOLDULW\�
with the literature in which the philosophy 

was embodied, was the avenue to entry 

into the Chinese world-state’s civil service. 

The key to admission was success in a 

competitive examination in which the 

subject-matter was the Confucian classics. 

Here was a common way of life that  

was uniquely close-grained. Its solidarity 

accounts for the durability of the world-

state that it has held together.” This was the 

foresight of Dr. Toynbee as a historian.

 Dr. Toynbee was not the only one with 

such foresight. Back in the late nineteenth 

century, Mr. James Legge, a missionary 

who came to China in 1839 to preach the 

gospel, translated over thirteen Chinese 

Classics into English including The Analects, 
The Works of Mencius, I Ching and The Book 
of Rites. Like many Western missionaries 

who came to China, Mr. James Legge, 

having been impressed by the rich and 

profound Chinese culture, in particular, 

The Complete Library of the Four Branches of 
Literature, eventually became a Sinologist. 

He said that “No nation has a history so 

thoroughly digested; and on the whole it is 

trustworthy. The publication of so extensive 

a work shows a public spirit and zeal for 

OLWHUDWXUH�DPRQJ�WKH�KLJK�R΀FLDOV�RI�&KLQD�
which should keep foreigners from thinking 

meanly of them.
4
” 

 The “zeal for literature” described by 

Mr. James Legge arose from the Chinese 

intellects’ sense of social responsibility to 

put into practice the education of ethics, 

morality and causality. This sense of social 

responsibility, “to foresee and be concerned 

about the potential problems of society 

before the public becomes aware of them” 

has attracted many foreigners to accept 

and propagate Chinese traditional culture 

similar to the cases of ancient Roman and 

Greek civilizations. All wise men admire 

the “Way”. The Book of Rites said “When the 

Great Way is pursued, the world community 
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is equally shared by all.” Therefore, Dr. 

Toynbee said, “The missionaries of the 

expanding culture had won converts, and, 

of the two roles, the converts’ role had 

proved the more important in the end. In the 

greater part of the expanded Hellenic World 

and the expanded Chinese World, the local 

bearers of common culture were descended 

from ancestors who had not inherited this 

culture but had adopted it in place of some  

GLͿHUHQW�FXOWXUDO�KHULWDJH�RI� WKHLU�RZQ��%\�
the time the Chinese and Roman world-

empires were four centuries old, the 

descendants of the converts were doing 

more than the descendants of the creators 

of the culture to keep their common culture 

alive and to maintain the world-state that 

was being held together by it.”
5
 

 Dr. Toynbee’s perspectives of history in 

the 1960’s were vindicated by a great British 

scholar, Mr. Joseph Needham in the 1990’s. 

He was a well-known chemist by training 

and once thought that there was no science 

and technology in ancient China. By chance, 

he conducted research on the history of 

Chinese science and technology and was 

amazed to discover that ancient China had 

D�JOLWWHULQJ�KLVWRU\�RI� VFLHQWLÀF� LQYHQWLRQV��
Since then, he has devoted his energy to 

the history of Chinese science until his 

retirement. He described his realizing the 

JUHDWQHVV� RI� &KLQHVH� VFLHQWLÀF� LQYHQWLRQV�
was similar to St. Paul’s dramatic conversion 

from being the Christians worst enemy into 

a disciple of Christianity. Transforming from 

a scientist into a sinologist, he has changed 

the Western perception of traditional 

Chinese culture and its viability.

 Mr. Joseph Needham told the world 

in 1955, “The whole world as well as 

China needs Confucius, Modi and Laozi 

more desperately than ever.” Likewise,  

Dr. Toynbee advocated in the 1970’s that 

“In the coming 21
st

 century, the only human 

FLYLOL]DWLRQ� ÀW� WR� OLEHUDWH� WKH� ZRUOG� IURP�
the pit of global chaos or a crisis is the 

Theosophy or Wisdom of Confucianism 

and Mahayana Buddhism.”

III. Nurture Saints    
 and Sages:  Adopting 
 Traditional Pedagogy is 
 Necessary
A. Education Should Focus on Wisdom

 The reasons why applying the teac- 

hings of Confucius and Mahayana Bud- 

dhism are capable of solving today’s social 

problems is not because of their profound-

ness but  rather their success in nurturing 

saints and sages. This is in line with the 

Chinese saying that a good philosophy ben-

HÀWV�XV�RQO\�WKURXJK�SUDFWLFH��7KH�&KLQHVH�
civilization is able to turn an ordinary per-

son into a sage because its education aims 

at enlightening wisdom. The world would 

naturally become an ideal place to live if 

people are taught to be saints and sages.

 Dr. Toynbee recognized the power of 

traditional pedagogy because of his per-

sonal experiences. In 1902, at the age of thir-

teen, he went to St. Mary’s College to study 

classical languages. He described how he 

focused on diligently studying Greek and 

Latin classical literature, the main theme of 

which, like in Confucian classics, cantered 
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on the ancient sages’ teachings on the truth 

of the universe and the “Great Way.” Thus, 

the foundation of Dr. Toynbee’s academic 

knowledge was quite similar to that based 

on the model of Confucianism, “a solid 

foundation on the philosophy facilitates 

one’s ability to analyze history.” In retro-

spect, Dr. Toynbee concluded, “It is true that 

in the past, both in China and in the West, 

a ‘human’ education did involve specializa-

tion because it concentrated on the study 

of a set of works of literature that had been 

canonized as being ‘classical’. I myself had 

as thorough a grounding in the Greek and 

Latin Classics as my Chinese contemporar-

ies had in the Confucian ‘Classics’.”
6 

 In 1912, Dr. Toynbee became a member 

RI� WKH� IDFXOW\� DW� 2[IRUG� 8QLYHUVLW\� EXW�
very soon he realized that he had to teach 

various subjects simultaneously to satisfy 

the university’s requirements. As he could 

no longer focus his energy on research, he 

quit his job and opted to engage in more 

intellectually challenging research work on 

human civilization, even though it meant 

HDUQLQJ�OHVV��+H�VSDUHG�QR�HͿRUW�IURP������
until his death in 1975 tirelessly researching 

the history of human civilization and 

has become one of the greatest historians 

in recent times. His achievements were 

brought about by his devotion and focus 

on a single subject single-mindedly for a 

prolonged period. His experience proves 

WKH� HͿHFWLYHQHVV� RI� WUDGLWLRQDO� SHGDJRJ\�
stipulated in the Three Characters Classic 

(a fundamental textbook for ancient 

Chinese childhood education) “the right 

way of teaching is to concentrate on a  

single subject.”

� 7KHUH� LV� VFLHQWLÀF� SURRI� WKDW� GHHS�
concentration generates powerful waves 

of energy from the brain. Scientists found 

WKDW� WKHUH� DUH� GLͿHUHQW� W\SHV� RI� EUDLQ�
ZDYHV�JHQHUDWLQJ�GLͿHUHQW�OHYHOV�RI�HQHUJ\��
of which alpha waves (7.5–12.5 Hz) are 

considered the most powerful. When 

neural oscillations are reduced and the 

IUHTXHQF\� LQFUHDVHV�� LW� VLJQLÀHV� WKDW� RXU�
mind is in a state of deep concentration 

where our learning capability, creativity 

and intuition are at their peak. Scientists 

have discovered that in today’s society, the 

average learning capability of students is 

severely deteriorating due to their failure 

WR�FRQFHQWUDWH�ZKLFK�LV�FDXVHG�E\�D�ÁRRG�RI�
LQIRUPDWLRQ��)URP�WKLV��LW�LV�HYLGHQW�WKDW�'U��
Toynbee’s great contribution to mankind 

resulted from his whole-hearted devotion  

to the study of history corresponding with 

the Buddhist saying, “By concentrating  

your mind exclusively on a single subject, 

you can then achieve everything.” Dr. 

Toynbee resigned from his faculty position 

DW� 2[IRUG� 8QLYHUVLW\� WR� DOORZ� KLPVHOI� WR�
make more contributions to mankind, this 

FDVWV� GRXEW� RQ� WKH� HͿHFWLYHQHVV� RI� VFKRRO�
education of modern times. If knowledge, 

rather than wisdom, serves as the object 

of education, the excessive pursuit of 

knowledge ironically harms students’ 

learning ability because they have to 

study various subjects simultaneously. The 

distracted students inevitably have poor 

academic performance, and almost every 

school is witnessing academic deterioration. 

In this light, the case of Dr. Toynbee 

should alarm the world about the crisis of 

the “gap of scholarship.” 
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 In conclusion, the pedagogy practiced 

in ancient China appears increasingly 

de-sirable for those who want to teach 

HͿHFWLYHO\�� WKH� SURSHU� ZD\� RI� WHDFKLQJ�
is to concentrate on a single subject. Un-

fortunately, this pedagogy has long been 

dormant because it has been mistakenly 

labelled as a “dysfunctional and outdated 

way of teaching.” What a great loss for both 

WKH� &KLQHVH� DQG� WKH� ZRUOG�� 'U�� 7R\QEHH·V�
success proves the necessity of reviving 

traditional pedagogy for the sake of human 

civilization.

B.  What can Traditional Pedagogy  
 Achieve?

 Dr. Toynbee was a great man because 

he cared about the future of mankind. He 

derived such compassion and sincere love 

for mankind from his study of ancient 

Greek and Roman classical literature during 

childhood and successfully putting into 

practice the teaching “to be human is to be 

divine.” With love and sincerity, his voices 

DQG�YLHZV�LQÁXHQFHG�WKH�ZRUOG��&RQIXFLXV�
VDLG��´$�PDQ�RI�YLUWXH�ZLOO�GHÀQLWHO\�KDYH�
companions and followers.” 

 A man with a pure compassionate 

heart loves others as himself and truly 

realizes every being in the universe belongs 

to a single entity. Dr. Toynbee said, “My 

sensitiveness to the historic environment 

is part of living in the time dimension: It is 

a feeling for our ancestors and through 

our descendants, a feeling that we are trus-

tees for the whole of human history. We 

have to hand down what has been handed 

down to us and see that it is preserved.” 

Although he could not understand Classical 

Chinese, his thoughts echoed with those of 

the renowned Chinese poets Chen Zi Ang 

and Li Bai from the Tang dynasty 1,500 years 

ago and the renowned Confucian scholar 

Zhang Zai from the Sung dynasty 1,000 

years ago. This sense of social responsibility 

is common and true at all times and 

in all places for every intellect. What 

concerns them most is not the materialistic 

development for sensual pleasure but the 

passing on of traditional culture to pre-

serve civilizations. Advanced materialistic 

development cannot guarantee happiness 

LQ� OLIH�� 2QO\� WKURXJK� FXOWXUDO� HGXFDWLRQ�
can we enhance spirituality to realize the 

real purpose of life and experience inner 

happiness.

 Dr. Toynbee pointed out in his book 

A Study of History, “Cultural element 

in a civilization is its soul and lifeblood 

and marrow and pith and essence and 

epitome, while the political and, a fortiori, 

the economic element are, by comparison, 

VXSHUÀFLDO� DQG� QRQHVVHQWLDO� DQG� WULYLDO�
manifestations of a civilization’s nature and 

vehicles of its activity.”
7
  

 Education has already been included 

in the word “civilization” as described by 

Dr. Toynbee. Venerable Master Chin Kung’s 

conclusion on traditional Chinese culture is 

VLPLODU�WR�'U��7R\QEHH·V�ÀQGLQJV��́ &XOWXUH�LV�
the soul of a people while education serves 

as the lifeblood of the civilization,” despite 

WKH� WZR�EHLQJ�RI�GLͿHUHQW�JHQHUDWLRQV�DQG�
ethnicities, and having never met. Hence, 

“great minds think alike” is true at all times 

and in all places.

7�$UQROG�7R\QEHH��A Study of History��9ROXPH�9���/RQGRQ��2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV�������
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 Excessive reliance on advanced 

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 

commercialization by society has led people 

to discard traditional cultural and religious 

education. As a result, degeneration of 

morality and disorder in society is becoming 

increasingly severe everyday due to lack 

of proper education on integrity. As stated 

in the Spring and Autumn Annals, “the lack 

of humanity education dehumanizes a 

person.” If we disown the sages’ education, 

civilization and humanity will perish. Now 

our civilization is at stake because education 

deviates from the giving of universal love 

and people become the victim of desires. 

 Whilst Dr. Toynbee did not understand 

any Chinese, his insightful knowledge of 

traditional Chinese culture stemmed from 

his altruistic love of the entire mankind 

because he understood the whole universe 

is one entity. As we know, at birth, we are 

pure-minded and love everyone equally. 

But we need education to maintain our 

pure-mindedness throughout our life-time.

 Hence, despite being an atheist, Dr. 

Toynbee acknowledged the Universal Truth 

in his twilight years. He said, “It is the voice 

of a historian who believes that, through the 

frame of history, God reveals himself, dimly 

and partially, to people who are sincerely 

seeking him.”

 Dr. Toynbee’s “God” is divine love, “it 

is an outward-going spiritual movement 

from the self towards the universe and 

towards the ultimate spiritual reality behind 

the universe… The only way in which self 

FDQ� IXOÀOO� LWVHOI� WUXO\� LV� WR�XQLWH� LWVHOI�ZLWK�
the spiritual reality behind the universe, 

so this outgoing love, which is a form of 

reunion, a union with other people and with 

ultimate spiritual reality, is the true form of 
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IXOÀOOPHQW�µ8
  This has the same meaning 

as the Chinese tradition to treat men as an 

integral part of nature.  “The universe and 

I came into being together; I and everything 

therein are one. It is extraordinary that 

Dr. Toynbee truly understood traditional 

Chinese culture despite his lack of knowing 

the Chinese language. He attained a 

profound understanding of the truth of the 

universe through meditative concentration 

by devoting himself wholeheartedly to the 

history of civilization for six decades. This 

coincided with the traditional Chinese 

WHDFKLQJ�RI�́ 2EVHUYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SUHFHSWV��L�H��
delving into a single research topic) leads to 

the achievement of meditative concentration 

and from meditative concentration, wisdom 

arises.” His achievements inspire us that 

the real purpose of education is to pursue 

wisdom, to reveal our innate pure nature 

and keep it unchanged throughout our 

life. Traditional education is still a highly 

valuable asset to mankind today; it deserves 

our practicing it and passing down to future 

generations.

Conclusion
Surviving the Future
 A Chinese idiom says, “If you do not 

follow the advice of elders, you will soon 

VXͿHU�µ�$GYLFH�IURP�HOGHUV��RU�WKH�´*HP�RI�
Wisdom of the Elders,” enables us to stay 

away from trouble and keep us on the right 

path. 

 Dr. Toynbee’s words are the “Gem of 

:LVGRP�RI�WKH�(OGHUV�µ�)HZ�SHRSOH�LQ�UHFHQW�

times could match his understanding of the 

Chinese civilization. His altruistic love for 

mankind, combined with his erudition in 

civilizations of the world, is evidence that 

he possessed the same virtues as Confucius; 

namely, wisdom, benevolence and courage. 

Therefore, his words deserve our following.

 How can we ensure the future survival 

and betterment of life for mankind? To this 

end, Dr. Toynbee advocated unifying the 

world through the unity of religions, for 

only then can religions assume their crucial 

responsibility of properly educating people. 

 In A Study of History, Dr. Toynbee 

pointed out that there was a most important 

element for transformation of the old society 

into a new society, “a church developed in 

the old society (as an important education 

institution), and in turn, it is the education, 

the church, that give rise to the new society.”
9
 

After examining twenty-one ancient 

civilizations including Greek, Chinese 

and Islamic, Dr. Toynbee concluded that 

through integration and learning from one 

another among civilizations, eventually, 

a new broader, inclusive and more 

harmonious society would be born. This 

LV� LQ� OLQH�ZLWK�81(6&2·V�PRWWR�´%XLOGLQJ�
Peace in the Minds of Men and Women.” In 

his twilight years, he further pointed out, 

“How, then, can we arrive at a true, and 

therefore lasting, peace? I do not believe that 

this goal can be reached without a world-

wide spiritual revolution.”
10

  “Culture is a 

complementary power that enables society 

9��$UQROG�7R\QEHH� A Study of History��$EULGJHPHQW�RI�9ROXPHV�,�9,�E\�'��&��6RPHUYHOO���/RQGRQ��2[�
� IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV�����������
���$UQROG�7R\QEHH��Surviving the Future���/RQGRQ��2[IRUG�3UHVV�������������
11�$UQROG�7R\QEHH��Toynbee on Toynbee���/RQGRQ��2[IRUG�3UHVV�����������
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(including religions) to restore harmony.”
11

  

The complimentary power of culture is 

education. The teachings of saints and sages 

foster a consensus on the values of life, 

this consensus then leads to harmony and 

harmony to unity. 

 This lays a common foundation for the 

pursuit of benevolence and love by every 

civilization, from which it is extended and 

summarized as the “twelve virtues” in tra-

ditional Chinese education as previously 

described. He further pointed out, 

“Uniformity of ethical standards and ideals 

is certainly a necessary enabling condition 

for unity of any kind. Is ethical uniformity 

compatible with variety in ideology and re-

ligion? I believe that it is compatible, and I 

believe that religious and ideological variety 

are good things in themselves, because they 

correspond to the variety of human nature 

and meet its needs.” The centenarian Japa-

nese Venerable Master Koryu said, “The 

founders of all religions in the world were 

GLͿHUHQW� PDQLIHVWDWLRQV� RI� $YDORNLWHVYDUD�
Bodhisattva (‘The Bodhisattva of Mercy’).” 

“The Universal Door” in the Lotus Sutra 

also says that “Bodhisattvas would exem-

plify in the most appropriate forms of life 

and identities to help every being in need.” 

While all great ways converge at the same 

GHVWLQDWLRQ�� WKHUH� DUH�PDQ\�GLͿHUHQW�ZD\V�
for learning that would lead to the same 

results. “All roads lead to Rome.” The ulti-

mate objective of all religious education is 

to promote universal love, guide people to 

their innate goodness. This conforms to the 

WUXWK��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��ZH�VKRXOG�DGRSW�
YDULRXV�WHDFKLQJ�PHWKRGV�FDWHULQJ�WR�GLͿHU-
ent cultures and societies.

 Nowadays, advanced technology has 

brought people all over the world closer 

together. In anticipation of increasing 

JOREDOL]DWLRQ� LQ� WKH� WZHQW\�ÀUVW� FHQWXU\��
Dr. Toynbee said, “I hope that ideologies 

and religion will cease to be part of the local 

cultural heritage. I should like all of them 

to be included in every child’s heritage all  

over the world.”

 Hence, he hoped that a new phenom-

enon in religious education would arise, 

“So I should like children all over the world 

to learn about all of the world’s historic  

UHOLJLRQV� DQG� DERXW� WKH� GLͿHUHQW� LGHROR-

gies, so that individual choices in the mat-

ter of religion and ideology can be made by  

everyone in due course, at an age when the 

individual is mature enough to know his or 

her own mind as an adult person.” 

 If we are able to let every child learn 

from the teachings of various religions and 

sages when they are young, it will give rise 

to a new form of multi-religious education. 

An institution that provides multi-religious 

education would become the decisive  

factor that gives rise to the new society.  

Dr. Toynbee described it as “ a multi-cultur-

al organization for education that promotes 

mutual respect and learning from one an-

other’s religious scriptures.” Such organi-

zation will nurture genuine world citizens 

with universal love and equality to others.

 Although Venerable Master Chin 

Kung and Dr. Toynbee never had the op-

portunity to meet and there is no Chinese 

translation of many of Dr. Toynbee’s writ-

ings or speeches, nonetheless, their views 

are identical in many respects. In particular, 

they both emphasized that religions should 

return to education. To this end, Venerable 

Master Chin Kung has devoted his entire 

life to the teaching of Buddhism tirelessly.  



%ULWLVK�IDPRXV�KLVWRULDQ�'U��$UQROG�7R\QEHH��5��DQG�
-DSDQHVH�VRFLDO�DFWLYLVW�'DLVDNX�,NHGD��/�
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In 1999, Master Chin Kung initiated the 

unity of the nine major religions in Singa-

pore and promoted returning religions to 

education; and encouraged each religion 

to select 360 of its most essential passages 

to facilitate learning by everyone. If Dr. 

Toynbee were to read such books today, we 

believe he would have said “every world 

citizen must read the books of 360 essential 

passages of major religions.”

 Today, in Toowoomba, a garden city 

in Australia comprising more than eighty 

WULEHV�VSHDNLQJ�RYHU�RQH�KXQGUHG�GLͿHUHQW�
ODQJXDJHV�� XQLW\� DPRQJ� GLͿHUHQW� IDLWKV 
has already been achieved by their 

own initiative. The unity of religions 

has made Toowoomba “a model city 

of peace and harmony.” The city has a 

Goodwill Committee (with multi-faith 

UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�� DQG� D� 0XOWL�)DLWK� DQG�
Multicultural Centre used as a common 

venue for the celebration of activities 

of various religions and the learning 

and exchange of ideas on the teachings 

RI� GLͿHUHQW� IDLWKV� IRU� PXWXDO� VSLULWXDO�
enhancement. The multi-religious edu-

cation anticipated by Dr. Toynbee has been 

realized in Toowoomba. The multi-faith 

unity in Toowoomba is a modern model 

of Dr. Toynbee’s conception of a “united 

world-religion.” We envisage this will 

become a beacon for the promotion of 

world peace and unity.

 Dr. Toynbee pointed out in his book 

“Experiences,” written at the age of eighty, 

“I therefore believe in the imminence of 

one world, and I believe that, in the twen-

W\�ÀUVW� FHQWXU\�� KXPDQ� OLIH� LV� JRLQJ� WR� EH�

in unity again in all its aspects and activi-

WLHV�� ,� EHOLHYH� WKDW�� LQ� WKH�ÀHOG� RI� UHOLJLRQ��
sectarianism is going to be subordinated to 

HFXPHQLFDOLVP��WKDW��LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�SROLWLFV��
nationalism is going to be subordinated to 

ZRUOG�JRYHUQPHQW��DQG�WKDW�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�
WKH�VWXG\�RI�KXPDQ�DͿDLUV��VSHFLDOL]DWLRQ�LV�
going to be subordinated to a comprehen-

sive view.” 
12

� ,VODPLF� VFKRODU� -DOăO� DG�'ĦQ� 0XKDP-

PDG�5ŗPĦ�VDLG�LQ�WKLUWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��´6XI-
fering is a gift, in it is hidden mercy.” In this 

OLJKW�� HYHU\� VXͿHULQJ� WKDW� KXPDQ� EHLQJV�
have been experienced in recent centuries 

is a “hidden mercy” that will eventually 

lead the world to a bright future—to knit 

the world into a family. Among those who 

can be respected as the harbinger of the re-

XQLÀFDWLRQ�RI�FLYLOL]DWLRQV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��'U��
Toynbee is the most prestigious, erudite and 

UHOLDEOH�RQH��)RU�VDNH�RI� ODVWLQJ�SHDFH�DQG�
prosperity on our Mother Earth, Dr. Toyn-

bee drew a board blue print for the future, a 

great vision of three-in-one: Augusto’s City 

of God; Plato’s Utopia and Chinese World 

of Great Harmony. 



 China has a long history. The con-

tinuity of Chinese culture and the lasting 

social stability and prosperity result from 

ancient Chinese attaching great importance 

to family education, school education and 

social education. By putting ethics, moral 

education, teachings of the sages, and of 

FDXVH� DQG� HͿHFW� LQWR� SUDFWLFH� LQ� GDLO\� OLIH��
parents, who have already started to teach 

their children in early childhood, played 

life-time role models for their children, 

so that the children were able to maintain 

WKHLU�LQWHJULW\��WR�IXOÀOO�WKHLU�ORIW\�DVSLUDWLRQ�
throughout their lives. There have been 

many acknowledged outlines on family 

education passed down throughout the 

DJHV�� ZKLFK� KDYH� VXFFHVVIXOO\� HGLÀHG� DQG�
cultivated numerous sages, gentlemen, and 

capable leaders for thousands of years.

 

� 2Q� ��� )HEUXDU\� ������ 3UHVLGHQW� ;L�
Jinping gave an important speech at the 

New Year Party of the State Council. He said, 

´)DPLO\�LV�WKH�VWHP�FHOO�RI�D�VRFLHW\��WKH�ÀUVW�
school of one’s life”. Hence, there is a need to 

place importance on family life. According to 

;L��LW�LV�WLPH�WR�YDOXH�IDPLO\�OLIH��WR�FDUU\�RXW�
family education successfully and to sustain 

the great traditions in every family so as to 

On Family Education 
in Ancient China:

The Top Priority Should Be Teaching 
Our Children Well

Q  Venerable Kai Ji

3UHVLGHQW�;L�-LQSLQJ�JDYH�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�VSHHFK�DW�WKH�
1HZ�<HDU�3DUW\�RI� WKH�6WDWH�&RXQFLO��+H�VDLG�� ´,W� LV�
time to value family life, to carry out family educa-
tion successfully and to sustain the great traditions in 
every family so as to promote and carry forward the 
WUDGLWLRQDO�YLUWXHV�µ

���



Benevolence and love found in the teachings 
of Confucius and Mencius can be seen in the 

true practice of Guidelines for Beings a Good Person.

���



promote and carry forward the traditional 

virtues of managing a family well. Like the 

gentle spring breeze and rain moisturizing 

WKH�JRRG�HDUWK��ZKDW�&KDLUPDQ�;L�VDLG�KDV�
warmed the heart of every Chinese.

 

 To carry forward Chinese traditional 

virtues, we must draw on the quintessence 

from volumes that outline family education 

in ancient Chinese clans and put it into 

practice. By building a solid foundation of 

IXOÀOOLQJ� IDPLO\�HGXFDWLRQ�VXFFHVVIXOO\��ZH�
will be able to realize social stability and 

attain the vision of the “Great Harmony” 

as recorded in “The Book of Rites”– “the 

elderly being properly looked after till 

their lives’ end, people in their prime 

being properly deployed, the young being 

brought up properly, the orphaned, the 

widowed, the widowers, the lonely singles, 

and the handicapped, all being cared for”. 

,� DP� LQWURGXFLQJ� WKH� IROORZLQJ� ÀYH� PRVW�
LQÁXHQWLDO�ZRUNV�RQ�IDPLO\�HGXFDWLRQ�

A. Guidelines for Being a 
 Good Person (Di Zi Gui) : 
 The Most Important 
   Summary on Family   
 Education
 Di Zi Gui contains concise outlines for 

cultivating an moral personality from early 

childhood. Being regarded as the “most 

important guidelines for a good personality 

for everyone in the world”, it enhances the 

primary foundation of Confucian moral 

education. Its content was the elaboration 

of a passage from the Analects, “The Learner 

should be dutiful to parents at home. When 

they are away from home, they should be 

fraternal, cautious and trustworthy; they 

should give equal love to all in the world, 

and approach the ones of virtue and 

compassion and learn from them. After 

accomplishing this, they should further 

improve themselves by learning literature 

and art if they are gifted enough”. 

 

 The author of Guidelines for Being a Good 
Person (Di Zi Gui) is Li Yuxiu, alias Ziqian, a 

IDPRXV�HGXFDWRU�IURP�WKH�WRZQ�RI�/RQJ�;LQJ�
RI�;LQ� -LDQJ�FRXQW\��+H�ZDV�D� VFKRODU�

who passed the county test during 

(PSHURU� .DQJ� ;L·V� HUD� LQ� WKH� 4LQJ�
dynasty. He studied from a famous 

scholar, Dang Cheng, alias Binghe for 

almost 20 years, specializing in the 

study of The Book of Great Learning 
(Da Xue), and The Golden Mean (Zhong 

Yong). He founded a lecture center named 

´'XQ�)X�=KDLµ�DQG�JDYH�OHFWXUHV�HYHU\�GD\��
Many followers came from various places 

to study from him who was addressed as 

“Master Li” respectably. Based on the gist 

and essence of the textbooks in history 

on character building in early childhood, 

���



,Q�������WKH�WHDFKHUV�LQ�WKH�/XMLDQJ�&HQWHU�RI�&XOWXUDO�(GXFDWLRQ�UHSRUWHG�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�DQ�H[SHULPHQWDO�SURMHFW�
WKH\�FRQGXFWHG� LQ� WUDQVIRUPLQJ�7DQJFKL��D� WRZQ� LQ�$QKXL�3URYLQFH�RI�&KLQD�� LQWR�D�PRGHO� WRZQ�RI�SHDFH�DQG�
KDUPRQ\�E\�SURPRWLQJ� WKH� WHDFKLQJV�RI� WKH�*XLGHOLQHV� IRU�%HLQJ�D�*RRG�3HUVRQ� �'L�=L�*XL��DW�81(6&2·V�
KHDGTXDUWHUV�LQ�3DULV��7KH�UHSRUW�GHHSO\�PRYHG�KXQGUHGV�RI�DPEDVVDGRUV�DQG�H[SHUWV�DW�81(6&2�

,Q�������,QGRQHVLD�PDGH�LW�D�FRP�SXOVRU\�FRXUVH�WR�EXLOG�VWXGHQWV·�
good character by teaching Guidelines for Being a Good Person (Di 

Zi Gui) in primary and secondary schools. 

'HSXW\�0LQLVWHU�RI�5HOLJLRXV�$IIDLUV�'U��1DVDUXGGLQ�8PDU��/��KLJKO\�
SUDLVHG� WKH� ,QGRQHVLD� WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�7HDFKHU�7VDL�/L�+VX·V� OHFWXUH�
VHULHV�RQ� WKH�JXLGHOLQHV��+H�WRRN�D�SLFWXUH�ZLWK�7HDFKHU�7VDL�DQG�
9HQHUDEOH�0DVWHU�&KLQ�.XQJ��0LGGOH�

2YHU� WKH�\HDUV�� WHDFKHU�7VDL�/L�
+VX·V�H[SRXQGLQJ�RI�Guidelines 

for Being a Good Person (Di Zi 

Gui) has touched the hearts of 
many families.

Guidelines for Being a Good Person (Di Zi Gui)
The Most Important Summary on Family Education

���



Master Li wrote a book called Xun Meng 
Wen (Training Manual for Children), which 

later on was edited by Jia Youren into the 

current version.

 

 Guidelines for Being a Good Person (Di 
Zi Gui) is a precious set of family teachings 

leading to a blessed and happy life, which 

shines with the glory of the pinnacles of 

virtues and kindness in humanity. Teacher 

Tsai Li Hsu’s expounding of the guidelines 

has touched the hearts of many families. 

In 2006, the teachers in the Lujiang Center 

of Cultural Education reported the results 

of an experimental project they conducted 

in transforming Tangchi, a town in Anhui 

Province of China, into a model town of  

peace and harmony by promoting the 

teachings of the Guidelines for Being a Good 
Person (Di Zi Gui)� DW� 81(6&2·V� KHDG�
quarters in Paris. The report deeply moved 

hundreds of ambassadors and experts 

DW� 81(6&2�� ,Q� ������ ,QGRQHVLD� PDGH� LW�
a compulsory course to build students’ 

good character by teaching Guidelines for 
Being a Good Person (Di Zi Gui) in primary 

and secondary schools. The wisdom and 

practices of ancient Chinese are indeed the 

heritage for all mankind.

 

B. Liao Fan’s Four Lessons:   
 Changing one’s destiny and  
� IXOÀOOLQJ�DVSLUDWLRQV�
 Liao Fan’s Four Lessons is a book of 

family education written by “Teacher Liao 

)DQµ��ZKRVH�QDPH�ZDV�<XDQ�+XDQJ��DOLDV�
Kun Yi, in the Ming dynasty (AD 1368-1644). 

He encountered many bad fortunes and 

was forecast to have a short life, however, 

under the teaching of the Venerable Yun Gu, 

he started changing himself by practicing 

NLQGQHVV� DQG� FKDULW\� DQG� ÀQDOO\� FKDQJHG�
his destiny successfully. Based on his life 

experiences, he summarized his teachings 

as “Changing Destiny: Liao-fan’s Four Lessons” 

0RGHUQ� EXVLQHVV� JXUX� 0U�� .D]XR� ,QDPRUL� DOVR�
regards /LDR� )DQ·V� )RXU� /HVVRQV as the classic 
WKDW�VKDSHG�KLV�YDOXHV�DQG�JRDOV�RI�OLIH��+H�UHFDOOHG�
WKDW�RQO\�DIWHU�KDYLQJ�FRPH�DFURVV�/LDR�)DQ·V�)RXU�
/HVVRQV�GLG�KH�UHDOO\�XQGHUVWDQG�KLV�OLIH·V�SXUSRVH�
and the ways of changing his destiny since he had 
set up Kyocera Corporation.

0U��0DVDKLUR�<DVXRND��D�-DSDQHVH�VLQRORJLVW��
also highly recommended�/LDR�)DQ·V�)RXU�/HV-

sons��DQG�VDLG� WKDW� LW� LV� ´WKH�JUHDWHVW� OHDUQLQJ�
DERXW� WKH� GULYH� EHKLQG� OLIHµ��$FFRUGLQJ� WR� 0U��
0DVDKLUR��WKH�ERRN�VKRXOG�VHUYH�DV�´WKH�PRWWR�
RI�JRRG�JRYHUQDQFHµ�IRU�WKH�-DSDQHVH�HPSHURU�
and prime minister.

���



All merits and good fortune come from the few inches where our mind is located. 
Everything can be sought from within and no request is beyond our mind’s reach. 

When I seek to gain not for myself but for all others, then morality, 
virtues, benevolence, and honor as well as wealth and 

SRVLWLRQ�ZLOO�QDWXUDOO\�FRPH�WR�PH��6XFK�D�UHTXHVW�LV�EHQHÀFLDO��
When we ignore our mind and seek everything outside us, even when we follow 
all the honorable paths and have gained what we sought and were destined to 

receive, we will lose our way both within and without. 
6XFK�D�UHTXHVW�LV�QRW�EHQHÀFLDO�

(Extrapolated from Liaofan’s Four Lessons)

Chin Kung learned at August 12th ���



WR�WHDFK�RͿVSULQJ�RI�KLV�FODQ��0U��/LDR�)DQ·V�
´)RXU�/HVVRQVµ�LQFOXGH��/HDUQLQJ�WR�&UHDWH�
Destiny; Ways to Reform; Ways to Cultivate 

*RRGQHVV��%HQHÀWV�RI�WKH�9LUWXH�RI�+XPLOLW\�
 

 Towards the end of the Qing dynasty 

and the beginning of the new China, 

Patriarch Yin Guang highly recommended 

this book; hence it became quite widely read 

and was passed down to future generations. 

It has become the classic reading on 

changing one’s destiny through practicing 

kindness and charity. Patriarch Yin Guang 

says in his preface for the book, “The four 

WHDFKLQJV�RI�<XDQ�/LDR�)DQ�IRU�KLV�FKLOGUHQ�
were very well written and highly readable. 

Being replete with wise words, readers 

ZLOO� ÀQG� LW� YHU\� LQVSLULQJ�� $IWHU� UHDGLQJ�
the book, one would be encouraged to take 

immediate action to follow his example, to 

move towards good fortune and prosperity. 

,W� LQGHHG�SURYLGHV�XV�HͿHFWLYH�DSSURDFKHV� 
to a better life by creating a good destiny 

both for each individual and for our 

society”. 

 

 Mr. Masahiro Yasuoka, a Japanese 

sinologist, also highly recommended Liao 
Fan’s Four Lessons, and said that it is “the 

greatest learning about the drive behind 

life”. According to Mr. Masahiro, the 

book should serve as “the motto of good 

governance” for the Japanese emperor and 

prime minister, and it deserves everyone 

to it read carefully and repeatedly. In 

addition, the modern business guru Mr. 

Kazuo Inamori also regards it as the classic 

that shaped his values and goals of life. 

He recalled that only after having come 

across Liao Fan’s Four Lessons did he really 

understand his life’s purpose and the ways 

of changing his destiny since he had set up 

Kyocera Corporation.

 

 Liao Fan’s Four Lessons� ZDV� WKH� ÀUVW� 
book that Venerable Master Chin Kung  

read after learning about Buddhism, and  

LW� KDV� KDG� D� OLIH�ORQJ� LQÁXHQFH� RQ� KLP�� 
During previous decades, he gave many  

talks on it, and explained in detail the 

principles and logic of changing one’s 

destiny. As a result, the book has been 

widely read both in China and overseas.

C. “The Outlines of Family  
 Education” listed in Xu’s  
 Genealogy – Cultivating  
 Great Virtues at Home.  
 The population bearing the surname 

RI� ;X� UDQNV� HOHYHQWK� DPRQJ� WKH� PRVW�
SRSXODU�VXUQDPHV� LQ�&KLQD��;X·V�FODQV�DUH�
found in many places such as Shandong, 

=KHMLDQJ��$QKXL��+HQDQ�� DQG� VR�RQ��2I� DOO�
of the ancient genealogy that survives to-

day is the Genealogy of Xu’s Clan in Qian 
Chuan, a region in Anhui Province of China. 

It comprises thirty-three bound volumes, 

and up to the present, has been revised seven 

WLPHV��7KH�ÀUVW�SDUW�RI�WKH�genealogy record-

ed that the family history could be traced 

back 4500 years ago, and up to now, there 

���



have been 136 generations of descendants 

from Huangdi, a legendary sagacious king 

in ancient China who was regarded as one 

of the greatest forefathers of China. It was 

recorded that Huangdi�KDG�WZHQW\�ÀYH�VRQV��
DQG� ;X�ZDV� WKH� GHVFHQGDQW� RI� KLV� VHFRQG�
VRQ�&KDQJ�<L��WKH�RͿVSULQJ�RI�Huangdi and 

Queen Luo Zhu. The genealogical records 

RI�WKH�;X·V�FODQ�DUH� LPSUHVVLYHO\�FOHDU�DQG�
traceable. Tracing the family tree back to its 

origin shows that Chinese, though bearing 

GLͿHUHQW� VXUQDPHV�� ZHUH� RULJLQDOO\� IURP�
the same forefather. Therefore, all Chinese 

belong to the same family. He who loves his 

family will love his country; he who loves 

his country will also love mankind.

 

 The  out l ines  o f  regula t ions  and  

teachings listed in genealogy are the 

principles of being a good person, the 

wisdom of leading a successful family 

life, and the practices of these guidelines, 

which are very valuable and inspiring  

for everyone. In Xu’s Genealogy, it was in-

scribed with “Twenty-two Family Regulations 
and Teachings (with Four Additions)”, “The 
Imperial Teachings of Emperor Taizu of the 
Ming Dynasty” and so on, some of which I 

respectfully quote as follows:

 I. The relationship between leaders 

  and subordinates is akin to that  

  of heaven and earth; hence 

  subordinates should do their best  

� � WR�IXOÀOO�KLV�GXW\��7KH�QDWXUDO�ERQGV 
  between parents and children 

  require us to be dutiful children 

   who love and honor our parents.

 II.  A family starts with a husband and 

  wife who bring children into this 

  world and shape their personalities.  

���

7KH�HVVHQFH�RI�WKH�&KLQHVH�WUDGLWLRQDO�WHDFKLQJV�RI�WKH�VDLQWV�DQG�VDJHV�LV�IDPLO\�HGXFDWLRQ��3DUHQWV�DQG�VHQLRUV�
carry out the code of conduct and teachings of morality for children to emulate, and children later develop such 
OHDUQLQJV�LQWR�OLIH�ORQJ�KDELW��$FDGHPLF�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�WKH�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�IDPLO\�HGXFDWLRQ��6RFLDO�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�ZKHUH�
D�EURDG�DQG�IXOO�VSHFWUXP�RI�OHDUQLQJ�LV�GRQH��%\�UHDFKLQJ�WKH�JRDO�DERYH�ZH�IXOÀOO�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�*UHDW�9HKLFOH�



  Therefore, the interaction between 

  husband and wife has far-reaching 

   consequences on our society. Hus- 

� � EDQG� DQG� ZLIH� VKRXOG� IXOÀOO� WKHLU 
  distinctive family duties and cul- 

  tivate the virtue of righteousness.  

  They should establish a good  

  rapport at home and treat each  

  other with sincere respect.

 III. All prosperous clans, without  

  exception, spring from couples who 

  have good rapport and where 

  families’ members are harmonious 

  and supportive of each other.

 IV. Teach children to behave in a 

  gentle and deliberate manner, make 

  them obedient and let them live in 

  harmony. Do not allow them to 

  tease, mock, or pester. At the age of 

� � IRXU� RU� ÀYH� \HDUV� ROG�� FKLOGUHQ 

  should be taught to be humble, 

  respectful, modest and always 

  willing to accept, so that they will 

  become diligent students who can 

  concentrate on what they are  

  learning. Children should have an 

  air of gentility and calmness so that 

  they can avoid being disrespect and 

  disobedient. Be strict to those who 

  fail to respect elders and seniors, 

  make sure that they can correct 

  themselves immediately.

� 9�� 7KHUH�DUH�ÀYH�HWKLFDO� UHODWLRQVKLSV 
  in the world (i.e. the natural bonds 

  between parents and children, the 

  righteousness between leaders and 

  subordinates,  the distinctive 

  family duties between husbands  

  and wives, the proper order 

  among siblings and the trustwor 

  thiness among friends and peers).  

� � 2QH� UHOLHV�RQ� WHDFKHUV�DQG� IULHQGV 
   to be a wise person. So how can 

  one disrespect their teachers and 

   friends? Since everyone learns  

  from teachers and friends, you 

   should respect them and hold 

  them in high regards throughout 

  your life.

 VI.  There are distinctive family duties 

  between husbands and wives,  

  which is crucial in social ethics and 

  morality, fundamental in the 

  prosperity of a clan. A couple’s  

  duty lies in inheriting the great 

  tradition of worshiping ances- 

  tors and practicing their fore- 

  fathers’ teachings so that the  

  children can be taught properly,  

  which is essential in a society of 

  rites and propriety. Therefore, to 

� � VHHN� D� PDULWDO� UHODWLRQVKLS�� ÀUVW� 
  and foremost, one should look for 

´7KH�,PSHULDO�(GLWV�RI�(PSHURU�7DL]X�RI�0LQJ�
'\QDVW\µ�LQ�WKH�*HQHDORJ\�RI�;X·V�&ODQ��

���



    a spouse with virtues. The next  

   consideration is good family 

� � � HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� WUDLQLQJ�� 2QO\� D� 
   person from honest, kind and  

   courteous families should be con- 

   sidered.

 VII.  Be careful with our family busi- 

   ness for it is the source of our live- 

   lihood; being diligent and frugal 

    with our daily expenses, for this 

    ensures that our family business  

   is sustainable.

� 9,,,���)RU�HOGHUV�ZKR�DUH�RYHU�VL[W\�\HDUV� 
   old, who are poor, and with no 

   family in the clan, the head of the  

   clan shall provide a subsistence 

   allowance of $1000 each.

 It was inscribed in Xu’s Genealogy the 

WHDFKLQJV� RI� WKH� ÀUVW� HPSHURU� RI� WKH�0LQJ�
G\QDVW\� DV� IROORZV�� ´%H� ÀOLDO� WR� SDUHQWV��
respectful to people who are older than you 

and who are above you in station; maintain 

a harmonious relationship with your 

QHLJKERUV��WHDFK�DQG�HGXFDWH�\RXU�RͿVSULQJ��
be contented with what one is endowed 

with; and do not do anything unjust”. This 

is further elaborated in the Annotation of the 
Six Rules: Being human, nothing is more 

LPSRUWDQW�WKDQ�EHLQJ�ÀOLDO�WR�DQG�KRQRULQJ�
your parents. The Law of the Qing Dynasty 
stipulates that “he who disobeys the teaching 

of his parents or grandparents or fails to 

support them is to be caned one-hundred 

WLPHVµ�� ´2ͿVSULQJ� IRXQG� VFROGLQJ� WKHLU�
parents or the parents-in-law, grandparents-

in-law, or found beating them, or killing 

them should be sentenced to capital 

punishment”. “Children found deliberately 

going against the teaching of their parents or 

grandparents are to be caned one-hundred 

times. “Such strict ordinances kept everyone 

ÀOLDO�WR�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�OLIH�

D. Family Teachings of the   
 Qians: Paragon of family  
 teachings that cultivated  
 many talents
 In the history of the Qian clan of Wu 

;L� LQ� &KLQD�� WKH\� KDYH� UHFRUGV� RI� KDYLQJ�
cultivated many outstanding talents and 

leaders.Some of the most acknowledged are: 

Lord Qian Liu (AD 852-932) of the Kingdom 

Wuyue, a famous scholar on phonology 

and annotation of classics in the Qing 

G\QDVW\�� 4LDQ� 'D� ;LQ� �$'� �����������WKH�
gifted scholar Qian Zhongshu (AD 1910-

1998), who is acclaimed to be the last of the 

intelligentsia in China, a scholar of Chinese 

classics Qian Mu (1895-1990); and the list 

can go on. Why have they cultivated so 

many outstanding talents of their times for 

so many generations? What is their secret 

of success? It will have to be attributed to 

the tradition of good family education in the 

Qian clan.

*HQHDORJ\�RI�;X·V�&ODQ�WUDFHG�WKH�IDPLO\�WUHH�EDFN�WR�
its origin which showed that Chinese, though bearing 
different surnames, were originally from the same 
forefather. Therefore, all Chinese belong to the same 
family.

���



 

� 2Q� WUDFLQJ� 4LDQ·V� JHQHDORJ\�� LW� FDQ�
be observed that the “The Teachings of 
Lord Wusu” and “The Outline of Family 
Education Principles in Qian’s Clan” have 

played an important role in character 

building and achievement of brilliant 

virtues for over a thousand years in the 

clan.  They have formed a family tradition 

of respecting knowledge and promoting 

learning, cultivating talents as well as 

YLUWXHV�� 7KH� RXWOLQH� LQFOXGHV�� ´)XOÀOO� WKH�
family duties and being responsible to our 

country”; “Agreeable among siblings, in 

harmony with all members of the family”; 

“Those who read the classics will have 

an in-depth grounding; those who read  

history will develop wise analysis; those 

ZKR� FDQ� ZULWH� ZHOO� ZLOO� KDYH� SUROLÀF�
publications, and those who build on virtues 

and charity will have great blessings”, etc., 

which have become paragons of family 

education.

 

 Members of Qian’s clan tended to 

place great importance on education. There 

are many lines of wisdom such as, “Even 

if ancestors are far removed from us, we 

VKRXOG� RͿHU� VDFULÀFHV� ZLWK� UHYHUHQFH��
Even if your children are slow-witted, you 

should still instruct them in the Confucian 

FODVVLFVµ�� ´:KHQ� EHFRPLQJ� ZHOO�RͿ�� RQH�
should shoulder more social responsibilities 

by providing free-education for children, 

donating farm lands for funding charity 

of supporting the poor members in the 

clan and destitute neighbors”; “Rich mem- 

bers in our clan should relieve famine by 

providing food or congee free to anyone in 

QHHGµ��)XUWKHUPRUH�� LW�KDV�EHHQ�VWLSXODWHG�
that certain portions of the family income 

generated from land and agricultural 

products should be used on education. 

These wise words have made it possible 

for the clan to realize lasting posterity for 

more than one thousand years. Like many 

big families in ancient China, Qians have 

shouldered the responsibility of supporting 

the underprivileged including widows, 

orphans, and single seniors both in the 

clan and in the community. In all, for more 

than one thousand years, the Qians in Wuxi 

County in southern China have fully realized 

the valuable traditions of loving each other, 

helping each other, living in peace and 

harmony in traditional big families.

 

 In the Qian’s family teachings, there 

are many maxims, sayings of the sages, and 

memorable quotations that are still valid, 

worth learning, touching and edifying in 

today’s world:

 “Your private intentions should not be 

RͿHQVLYH�WR�+HDYHQ�DQG�(DUWK��DQG�QRQH�RI�
your words or behavior should put you to 

shame before ancient sages”.

 “Do not pursue any interests that  

EHQHÀW� RQO\� \RXUVHOI�� DQG� GR� \RXU� EHVW� WR�
SXUVXH�LQWHUHVWV�WKDW�EHQHÀW�WKH�SXEOLF��7KH�
VKRUW�WHUP� EHQHÀW� LV� JRRG�� EXW� LW� ZLOO� EH�
EHWWHU�LI�\RX�DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�EHQHÀW�
that is for many generations to come”.

 “In selecting a daughter-in-law, you 

should look for a virtuous lady, and should 

not take a dowry into account; in selecting a 

son-in-law, you should look for a good man, 

and not take wealth into account”.

 The family teachings have considerable 

DQG�IDU�UHDFKLQJ�LQÁXHQFH�RQ�WKH�RͿVSULQJ�
and posterity. They are invaluable treasures 

and lessons our ancestors have passed  

onto us.

���



E.  The Teachings of Wen’s   
 Mother to her Children:   
� (;RUWV�PDGH�E\�D�JRRG�� �
� PRWKHU�ZLOO�ÀQDOO\�SD\�R;
 The “Teachings of Wen’s Mother” was 

written and compiled by the sagacious 

scholar Wen Huang towards the end of 

the Ming dynasty; it documented his 

mother’s teachings to him. The book 

includes maintaining inheritance and 

family, teachings about the virtuous roles of 

a female, and the education of children and 

so on. It passed on the wisdom and deep 

philosophy of equipping oneself to realize 

one’s potential and maintaining a good 

family based on her personal experience. It 

still rings true as indicated in the preface,” 

The ancestors’ teachings I recounted in 

this book are what my mother (Lady Lu) 

taught me both in words and by example. 

Indeed, these are good family teachings 

DQG� WUDGLWLRQV�� DQG� WKH� JUHDW� HͿRUWV� RI� D�
JRRG� PRWKHU� ZLOO� SD\� RͿµ�� :H� FDQ� VHH�
that a mother’s teachings by words and by 

H[DPSOH� KDYH� IDU�UHDFKLQJ� HͿHFWV� RQ� KHU��

children’s development, and hence are of 

utmost importance.

 In “The Teachings of Wen’s Mother”, 

Lady Lu was quoted as very patiently and 

repetitively teaching her son as follows:

 I. Your great grandmother once 

  warned your grandfather saying, 

� � ´(YHQ� LI� \RX� VKRXOG� VXͿHU� IURP 

  poverty, hunger and coldness, 

  remember that you should never 

   abandon the assets and foundation 

  that your ancestors passed onto 

  you. 

 II.  If you do not wish to attend 

  ancestral worship ceremonies, or 

  weddings, or funeral services 

� � EHFDXVH�\RX�DUH�ÀQDQFLDOO\�SRRU�RͿ� 
  then you are so lost in poverty that 

  you do not know how to get back. 

  If you stop attending ancestral 

  worship ceremonies, you have cut 

� � RͿ� \RXU� WLHV� ZLWK� \RXU� DQFHVWRUV� 
  If you stop attending weddings or 

� � IXQHUDO� VHUYLFHV�� \RX� KDYH� FXW� RͿ 

  your social ties with relatives. Such 

  a person is called a “Lonely Single”; 

  even Heaven will not give them 

  their blessings.

 III.  When you head and run the family, 

� � ÀQLVK�RQH�RU�WZR�WKLQJV�ZKLFK�ZHUH 

  considered important by your 

  ancestors, even though they were 

� � OHIW�XQÀQLVKHG��:KHQ�\RX�EHFRPH 

� � DQ� R΀FLDO�� GR� RQH� RU� WZR� SURMHFWV� 
  which are considered important to  

  the community but yet not achieved. 

  This is what is considered a feat  

� � EHÀWWLQJ� D� PDQ�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� MXVW� 
  enjoying high rank and substantial  

  income.
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 IV.  Do not pursue wealth and pros- 

  perity. As the saying goes, one  

  should take life easy. There is no  

  limit in your quest for wealth. Even 

  if you are a millionaire, if you are 

  an extravagant spendthrift, there 

  will be a day when you become 

� � ÀQDQFLDOO\�WLJKW�DQG�SRRU�

 The teachings and admonishment in 

“Teachings of Wen’s Motherµ� IXOO\� UHÁHFW�
Lady Lu’s great virtues and kind-hearted 

guidance. Its author Wen Huang, alias Yu 

Shi, who was born in Wu Cheng, was a 

scholar that passed the county examination 

during the last Ming Emperor Chong Zhen’s 

reign. He was posted in Hui Zhou. When 

the city was besieged by the Qing army, he 

refused to surrender and his whole family 

faced certain death. He was remembered 

for his integrity and unswerving loyalty 

which sprang from his mother’s excellent 

teachings.

 In the books of “Comprehensive 

&ROOHFWLRQ�RI�)RXU�9DXOWVµ�DQG�´)LYH�5XOHV�
from Heritage”, “Teachings for Daughters 

from Heritage”, the “Teachings of Wen’s 

Mother” was included. In the remarks 

made in “Abstracts of the Comprehensive 

&ROOHFWLRQ� RI� )RXU�9DXOWVµ�� WKH� ´7HDFKLQJV�
of Wen’s Mother” was given high acclaim. 

2QH� NQRZV� IURP� WKH� ERRN� WKDW� WKHUH� ZDV�
genuinely unfailing support and counsel 

for each other in the family. The fact that 

they were able to maintain composure in 

face of catastrophe shows that the teachings 

were not empty claims; they were so 

deeply ingrained that they lived up to 

them. Mr. Chen Hongmou (1696-1771) in 

his remarks on the “Ancestor’s Teachings 

for Daughters”, “Although ‘Teachings of 

Wen’s Mother’ were couched in everyday 

ODQJXDJH��LW��KRZHYHU��RͿHUHG�VKRUW��VXFFLQFW�
and comprehensive advice and counsel 

on building one’s character and treating 

others, and ways in running a family and 

UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�VLWXDWLRQV��2QH�NQRZV�HYHU\�
word is drawn from a wealth of experience, 

which makes the book highly readable and 

worth re-reading”.

7KH�7HDFKLQJV�RI�:HQ·V�0RWKHU� WR�KHU�&KLOGUHQ was given 
KLJK�DFFODLP�� ,W� RIIHUHG�VKRUW�� VXFFLQFW�DQG�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�
DGYLFH�DQG�FRXQVHO�RQ�EXLOGLQJ�RQH·V�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�WUHDWLQJ�
others, and ways in running a family and responding to 
VLWXDWLRQV��,W�VKRZV�WKDW�HIIRUWV�PDGH�E\�D�JRRG�PRWKHU�ZLOO�
ÀQDOO\�SD\�RII�
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F.  Maxims from Courtyard   
 Teachings—  Education for  
 the princes displaying 
 kingly love
 A famous minster in the late Qing 

dynasty, Zeng Guofan, was also known for 

having provided good family teachings to 

his sons. The two books on family teachings 

that he highly recommended were “Maxims 
from Courtyard Teachings” by Qing Emperor 

.DQJ� ;L� ������������ DQG� ´Teachings of 
Wisdom and Maxims from the Study” by the 

high scholar Zhang Ying, who was the 

0LQLVWHU� RI� 5LWHV� LQ� (PSHURU� .DQJ� ;L·V�
reign. Zhang Ying was the father of Zhang 

Tingyu. Both father and son became prime 

minister. Zhang Ying wrote in the “Teachings 
of Wisdom and Maxims from the Study,” 

´3DUHQWV� ORYH� WKHLU� VRQV�� 7KH� ÀUVW� WKLQJ�
they wish for them is health and peace, the 

second is fame, and the third is for them to 

be able to keep their family”. He has indeed 

expressed the common wishes of all parents 

on earth.

 The “Teachings of Wisdom and Maxims 
from the Study” is the family teaching of 

a prime minister, whereas “Maxims from 
Courtyard Teachings” is the family teaching 

of loyal families. The book was composed 

E\� (PSHURU� .DQJ� ;L�� DQG� UHFRUGHG� E\�
Emperor Yong Zheng. It has far reaching 

7KH�SRUWUDLW�RI�(PSHURU�.DQJ�;L������������
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HͿHFWV�OHDGLQJ�XS�WR�WKH�SURVSHURXV�UHLJQV�
of three consecutive emperors in the Qing 

G\QDVW\� �L�H�� (PSHURUV� .DQJ� ;L�� <RQJ� 
Zheng and Qian Long). Emperor Kang 

;L� VDLG� KH� RIWHQ� WKRXJKW� RI� WKH� JUHDW�
responsibility bestowed upon him by his 

ancestors, hence he placed great importance 

on education of the princes. He realized 

the importance of proper education for 

the princes which would begin from the 

early stages of life, and his strict family  

education allowed no negligence or lax 

attitude. He often personally supervised  

KLV� VRQV·� VWXGLHV�� UHÁHFWLQJ� KLV� JUHDW� ORYH� 
IRU� WKHP� DV� D� IDWKHU�� )UHQFK� PLVVLRQDU\�
Joachim Bouvet saw how Emperor Kang 

;L� WDXJKW�KLV� VRQV��KH� ODWHU�RQ� UHSRUWHG� WR�
.LQJ� /RXLV� WKH� )RXUWHHQWK�� µ7KH� &KLQHVH�
Emperor educated his princes by showing 

them a good example, which is the best 

model of fatherly love that is well worth 

respecting”. 

 In the “Maxims from Courtyard Teach-
ingsµ��(PSHURU�.DQJ�;L�WDXJKW�WKH�SULQFHV�
patiently in detail a comprehensive range of 

WKLQJV��)RU�DQ�H[DPSOH��´$�EHQHYROHQW�SHU-
VRQ�WUHDWV�DOO�EHLQJV�DV�RQH��ZLWK�QR�GLͿHUHQ-

tiation”. Hence his heart is always permeat-

ing with compassion, and he is able to treat 

everyone and everything around him with 

a joyful attitude, which will bring bless-

ings to replete his life with bliss and aus-

pices. He quoted from the “Treatise of Cause 
DQG�(ͿHFW”: “In life, when one harbors just 

one kind thought, even though it has not 

yet been transformed into action, the god 

of good fortune has already followed him. 

In life, when one harbors one evil thought, 

even though no evil has been done, the god 

of misfortune has already followed him”. 

+RZ� WUXH� LW� LV� LQGHHG�� (PSHURU� .DQJ� ;L�

once said in the “Maxims from Courtyard 
Teachings” that there is nothing that one 

cannot tide over in life, “Hold it down for 

a while and it will come to past”. He also 

said one must study the I Ching (The Book 
of Change) “because it contains the ways of 

understanding the common people and set-

ting up teachings for them, and it is useful 

for cultivating virtues and empathizing sen-

WLPHQWVµ��WKDW�LV�EHQHÀFLDO�IRU�JRYHUQLQJ�WKH�
country.

 Parents, in their love for their children, 

tend to think far ahead for them. The 

SHUVRQDO� WHDFKLQJV� RI� .DQJ� ;L�� ERWK� LQ�
words and by example, have cultivated two 

(PSHURU�<RQJ�=KHQJ�ZDV�D�GLOLJHQW�ZLVH�HPSHURU�GXULQJ�
WKH�KH\GD\V�RI�4LQJ�G\QDVW\��+LV�IDWKHU��(PSHURU�.DQJ�
;L�WDXJKW�KLP�YHU\�ZHOO�DW�KRPH��VR�(PSHURU�<RQJ�=KHQJ�
UHFRUGHG� KLV� IDWKHU·V� WHDFKLQJV� LQ� WKH� 0D[LPV� IURP�
Courtyard Teachings.214



great successors -- Emperors Yong Zheng and 

Qian Long, creating the prosperous reigns of 

.DQJ�;L�DQG�4LDQ�/RQJ�

� )URP� WKH� H[DPSOHV� FLWHG� DERYH�� RQH�
can see that Chinese people place great 

importance on family education. The fact that 

these descendants of China have been able to 

stand strong after surviving several thousand 

years of history can be attributed to the family 

education that they have been keeping in mind 

and have passed down from generation to 

generation. These ancestral teachings are all 

based on the teachings of the sages including 

WKH�)LYH�&DUGLQDO�5HODWLRQVKLSV��)RXU�$QFKRUV�
and Eight Virtues.

� 7RGD\�� &KDLUPDQ� ;L� IXUWKHU� HPSKDVL]HG�
the need to “carry forward good traditional 

Chinese family virtues”. It is an excellent advice 

for promoting ancestral virtues. As Chinese 

descendants, we should revive our great 

tradition, assume the teachings of our ancestors, promote them, and pass 

on the invaluable heritage to our future generations. It’s only then can 

ZH�EH�TXDOLÀHG�RͿVSULQJ�RI�RXU�IRUHIDWKHUV�ZKR�ZHUH�VR�FRPSDVVLRQDWH�
that bestowed upon us the teachings of wisdom with great patience in 

order to open a bright future for us.
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Preface
Peter Drucker, a renowned leader 

LQ�PDQDJHPHQW�SKLORVRSK\��UHÁHFWHG�XSRQ�
his life and revealed that he was interested 

in studying companies and their manage-

ment styles as he was conscious of the fact 

that business organizations are replacing 

conventional villages and tribal groups as 

the organic communities in an industrial-

ized society. So it is business organizations 

WKDW� HͿHFWLYHO\� XQLWH� LQGLYLGXDOV� ZLWK� WKH� 
communities and the societies.  

Being a Leader with Love and Wisdom: 
Applying Chinese Ancient 

Philosophy to Corporate 
Management

Q�The Promoting Happiness Department, 
Good-Ark Electronics Co., Ltd

What is the key to becoming an “organic 

community” in an industrialised society? 

And how can such a community serve as a 

backbone in the development of long-term 

social stability? There is no better solution 

than that of building a “family-based 

management system” that puts traditional 

culture into practice.

)RU�ÀYH� WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�� WKH� ELJ� IDPL-
lies, or clans, have played as the backbone 

of China’s social stability and unity as they 

KDYH� SHUVRQLÀHG� WKH� PDQDJH-

ment philosophy of ancient 

Chinese culture. There has 

been a wealth of research car-

ried out by modern historians 

and anthropologists on the pa-

triarchal clans (or lineages) that 

have proliferated in traditional 

Chinese society, especially dur-

LQJ�WKH�SDVW�ÀYH�FHQWXULHV��7KLV�

3HWHU�'UXFNHU��D�UHQRZQHG�OHDGHU�LQ�PDQDJHPHQW�SKLORVRSK\��UHÁHFWHG�
upon his life and revealed that he was interested in studying companies 
and their management styles because he had noticed that, since modern 
VRFLHW\� LV� RUJDQL]HG� DURXQG� ODUJH� LQVWLWXWLRQV�� LWV� PDMRU� FRPSRQHQWV�
should be business organizations, rather than villages and tribal groups 
in the past. Therefore, it is business organizations that effectively unite 
individuals with communities and societies.
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proves that the values embodied in the 

´IDPLO\�FRGH�RI�FRQGXFWµ�DUH�VLJQLÀFDQW�EH-

FDXVH�WKH\�KDYH�DFKLHYHG�ERWK�HͿHFWLYH�FRU-
porate management and sustainable social 

development.

Through blood relations, a big  

traditional Chinese family was able to unite 

hundreds or even thousands of family  

members. A patriarchal clan is likened to 

a small society which shoulders the re-

sponsibilities of that include nurturing the 

young and caring for the old (elderly care 

and child care), infrastructure construction, 

social security as well as providing school  

educations. The British scholar Maurice 

)UHHGPDQ� GHVFULEHG� ´D� FODQµ� DV� ´D� FRUSR-

rate group”; in other words, modern bu- 

siness enterprises essentially share many  

similarities with China’s traditional patriar-

chal clan.

�)ROORZLQJ� WKH� DEROLVKPHQW� RI� &KLQD·V�
monarchy, business enterprises became 

the nation’s mainstay due to the rise of 

commercial society. In the past, traditional 

extended families shouldered two main 

social responsibilities, that of nurturing the 

young and caring for the elderly; it was 

RQH·V� ÀUVW� GXW\� DQG� D� OLIHORQJ� RQH�� 1RZ��
nuclear families rely on business enterprises 

IRU�VXUYLYDO��$OWKRXJK�LW�PD\�VHHP�GL΀FXOW�

$Q�HQWHUSULVH�WKDW�WUXO\�EHQHÀWV�DQG�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�VRFLHW\�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�VXSSRUW�IURP�DOO�DVSHFWV�RI�VRFLHW\�LQ�UHWXUQ��
WKHUHE\�ZLQQLQJ�PDUNHW�VKDUH�DQG�PRQH\PDNLQJ�LV�MXVW�D�QDWXUDO�UHVXOW��$Q�HQWHUSULVH�WKDW�LPSOHPHQWV�WKH�FRQFHSW�
RI� ´IDPLO\�FXOWXUHµ�ZLOO� JLYH�SULRULW\� WR� LWV�HPSOR\HHV·�KDSSLQHVV�DQG�FOLHQWV·� VDWLVIDFWLRQ� WKURXJK� WKH� WHDFKLQJ�RI�
traditional Chinese values and wisdom.
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to restore the structure of a traditional family 

in a commercial society, it can be achieved 

through benevolence and morality. 

A business enterprise can inherit the spirit, 

purpose, ethics and even the scholarly 

teachings of a traditional family by engaging 

family values to transform, educate, and 

EHQHÀW��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��WKH�SXUSRVH�DQG�SHUVRQDO�
happiness of the individual are reoriented to 

an altruistic goal of pursuing the happiness 

for the public, laying a foundation for world 

harmony and social stability.

Comparable to a traditional family, an 

enterprise that puts “family culture” at the 

heart of its business management will focus 

on putting sages’ teachings into practice 

through the education of values and virtues, 

so as to better serve others, save natural 

resources and establish a good role model 

for society. When ethical concerns take 

SUHFHGHQFH�RYHU�PRQH\PDNLQJ��SURÀWV�ZLOO�
come naturally to the enterprise without 

deliberate pursuit, like a tree bearing an 

abundance of fruit. As the Great Learning 

states, “With virtue, one wins subordinates; 

with subordinates, a territory will take 

shape; with a territory, revenue will be 

generated; with the revenue, one will have 

the resources for the welfare of the public. 

Thus moral qualities are the foundation 

of a nation. Wealth is but the means”. An 

HQWHUSULVH�WKDW�WUXO\�EHQHÀWV�DQG�FRQWULEXWHV�
to society (i.e. “virtue”) will receive support 

from all aspects of society in return (i.e. 

“subordinates”), thereby winning market 

share (i.e. “the territory”) and moneymaking 

is just a natural result (i.e. “the revenue”). 

An enterprise that implements the concept 

of “family culture” will give priority to 

its employees’ happiness and clients’ 

satisfaction (i.e. “the virtue of operating 

an enterprise”) through the teaching of 

traditional Chinese values and wisdom (i.e. 

moral qualities).

Suzhou Good-Ark Electronics Co., Ltd. 

advocates traditional Chinese “family cul-

ture” as the ideal approach to manage its 

company. Good-Ark attaches great impor-

WDQFH� WR�PRUDO� HGXFDWLRQ�� LWV� IXOOWLPH� VWDͿ�
would often take turns attending classes 

on the sages’ teachings concerning moral-

LW\�� HWKLFV� DQG� WKH� ODZ� RI� FDXVH� DQG� HͿHFW��
Classes run all year round even if it means 

VDFULÀFLQJ�EXVLQHVV�DQG�SURÀWV��7KLV�HQWHU-
prise truly demonstrates the act of giving 

wealth, enlightening others of the truth of 

life and universe and showing benevolence 

as taught in Buddhism. Moreover, every day 

at lunch, videos are broadcast via CCTV on 

stories and methods to practice the core val-

ues of traditional Chinese culture, such as 

WKH� )LYH� &DUGLQDO� 5HODWLRQVKLSV1�� WKH� )LYH�
Virtues

2�� WKH� )RXU�$QFKRUV3 
and the Eight 

Virtues
4
. Thus, learning and teaching at 

Good-Ark is  never-ending.

1  7KH�)LYH�&DUGLQDO�5HODWLRQVKLSV�DUH������7KH�ORYLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�SDUHQW�DQG�FKLOG��
� ���/R\DOW\�DQG�IDLUQHVV�EHWZHHQ�OHDGHU�DQG�VXERUGLQDWH�����'LVWLQFW�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�EHWZHHQ
� KXVEDQG�DQG�ZLIH������2UGHU�EHWZHHQ�VHQLRU�DQG�MXQLRU�����7UXVW�DPRQJ�IULHQGV�
2 The Five Virtues are benevolence, honor, courtesy, wisdom, and trust.
3 7KH�)RXU�$QFKRUV�DUH�FRXUWHV\��KRQRU��LQWHJULW\�DQG�VKDPH�
4 7KH�(LJKW�9LUWXHV�DUH���
� ÀOLDO�SLHW\��VLEOLQJ�ORYH��OR\DOW\��WUXVW��EHQHYROHQFH��ORYH��KDUPRQ\�DQG�SHDFH�
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Good-Ark places moral education as  

its foremost priority. This education of  

traditional culture includes the twelve vir-

tues of honouring one’s parents, frater-

nity, loyalty, trustworthiness, propriety, 

righteousness, integrity, sense of shame, 

benevolence, love, peace and harmony. 

Good-Ark has successfully implemented 

and pra-cticed these values. Having gained 

considerable experience and achieved good 

results that it wishes to share, its management  

style has become a role model for enterprises 

in China and abroad. Suzhou Good-Ark has 

proven to the world that a management 

system based on traditional culture leads to 

SRVLWLYH� UHVXOWV�DQG�RXWVWDQGLQJ� VWDͿ�SHUIRU-
mance. Such a system is clearly not only ap-

SOLFDEOH�WR�RQH�FXOWXUH�EXW�H[HPSOLÀHV�D�XQL-
YHUVDOO\� HͿHFWLYH�PRGHO� IRU� DOO��$� WKULYLQJ�
and prosperous world, as well as harmony 

among people, could be achieved if more and 

more enterprises around the globe would 

practice the concept of “family culture” in 

their respective organizations. 

I. Incorporating Traditional  
 “Family Culture” in  
 Corporate Management   
 System

Suzhou Good-Ark Electronics Co., Ltd. 

is a publically-listed company in China 

that manufactures semiconductor compo-

nents. Good-Ark prioritizes the happiness 

of its employees as their number one goal. 

The company motto states that “the value 

of a business enterprise is measured by the 

KDSSLQHVV� RI� LWV� VWDͿ� DQG� WKH� DSSUHFLDWLRQ�
shown by its customers”. 

In 2009, it proposed “the building of a 

happy enterprise” based on traditional fam-

LO\�FXOWXUH��(LJKW�PRGXOHV�ZHUH�LGHQWLÀHG�DV�
its foundation—Humanistic Care, Humanistic 

Education, Green Enterprise, Health Main-

tenance, Philanthropy, Volunteer Programs, Hu-

manistic Documentation and Moral Respon-

sibilities. By 2013, Good-Ark had created a 

Chinese management system based on the 

notion of family culture.

Within the eight modules, humanistic 

FDUH� LV� WKH� IRXQGDWLRQ� DQG� WKH� ÀUVW� VWHS�
toward building a family culture embodied 

in a happy enterprise. In today’s society 

where trust is visibly lacking, it is essential 

that we build trust among employees, treat 

them even better than our own children, and 

live up to our aspirations as their “parents”. 

Mr. Wu Nianbo, founder and chairman 

of Good-Ark, believes that every employee 

should be given full trust in the manner in which 

parents trust their children and think about their 

children in a positive way. So for that reason, 

Wu abolished the regulations that punishing 

wrongdoers because it goes against the concept 

of family culture that upholds “every family 

member should be respected and trusted”.

Therefore, after family culture was set 

into motion, the 2,300 employees of Good-

Ark no longer needed to record their arrival 

and departure time, and the punch card 

machines became “relics of history”. As the 

UHVXOW��HYHU\�VWDͿ�PHPEHU�LV�KDSS\�WR�NQRZ�
that he/she is well respected and trusted.

In the book The Governing Principles 
of Ancient China, under the section titled 

“Caring for the People”, it states, “Good 

leaders will love the people as if they were 

their children, and care for them as if they 

were their own kindred. They grieve for 
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people who are starving and mourn for 

people who are toiling in hardship”. In  

Good-Ark, those in leadership positions  

have three roles to play; namely, that of a 

leader, parent and teacher. Their attentiveness 

to the roles they play motivate employees to 

become responsible above and beyond their 

normal duties. 

2QFH�D�SKLORVRSK\�RI�FDULQJ�DQG�VLQFHU-
ity gave rise to a healthy company culture, 

Good-Ark began to encourage middle-level 

managers to learn traditional virtues and 

ZLVGRP� DQG� PROG� WKHP� LQWR� LQÁXHQWLDO�
team leaders. The hope is that by receiving 

continuous teachings of the sages, each one 

ZLOO�EHFRPH�ÀOLDO�DW�KRPH�DQG�D�SHUVRQ�RI�
YLUWXH�DQG�LQWHJULW\�WKDW�ZLOO�PDNH�D�GLͿHU-
ence both in their private life and in the pub-

lic sphere. To have such wise and virtuous 

leaders will undoubtedly help the company 

achieve great success. Leaders are like the 

elders of a family who respect, love, help, 

and take care of their subordinates, pro-

viding them with a sense of belonging and 

harmony, and enabling them to treat one an-

other like family members. This supportive 

ZRUNLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW�DOORZV�VWDͿ�WR�IHHO�DW�
ease so they can wholeheartedly dedicate 

themselves to their job.

II. “Family-Based Management  
 System” Proved to Be   
� (;HFWLYH�DQG�6XVWDLQDEOH�

Mr. Wu Nianbo, chairman of Good-

Ark, once immersed himself in the thinking 

of western management theory. After 

graduating with an MBA from the United 

States, he then engaged in the study of an DBA 

in the U.K. Wu is considered very familiar 

with the concept, method and experience of 

modern  business management of the West.

However, upon establishing Suzhou 

Good-Ark Electronics, Wu decided to put 

family culture at the heart of its business 

management, a significant element in 

Chinese philosophy. This transformation 

illustrates not only that the concept of 

family culture based business model is still 

a feasible method in today’s society, but it is 

DOVR�HͿHFWLYH�DQG�WLPH�KRQRUHG�

�2Q� ��� -DQXDU\� ������ DW� 6W�� 7KRPDV�
Aquinas University’s invitation, Mr. Wu 

participated in the Enterprise Management 

Seminar in New York. He introduced his 

business management system to the univer-

sity professors and partners that is based on 

the notion of traditional family culture and 

shared the successful results this system has 

brought to Suzhou Good-Ark Electronics. 

Every one present at the seminar was deep-

ly moved and showed exceptional recogni-

tion and respect towards Mr. Wu’s proposal 

of “Incorporating Traditional Culture in 

Management System to Increase Enterprise 

Vitality”.

Dr. Michael Magee, President of Posi-

tive Medicine Inc., noticed that Mr. Wu’s 

tireless promotion of traditional beliefs of 

a “family code of conduct” and family val-

XHV� KDYH� DOVR� LQÁXHQFHG� KLV� HPSOR\HHV·�
life at home. They were able to serve their 

parents dutifully, respect their husband or 

wife and take good care of their children. 

Through the practice of traditional values 

DW�ZRUN�� WKH� VWDͿ� DW� *RRG�$UN� REWDLQHG� D�
sense of security. This method was highly 

admired by Dr. Michael Magee because it 

was only with such a mind can employ-

ees rise to their strengths, and hence bring 

���



“Family-based management system” (“Happy Enterprise”) 

is composed of eight modules, including Humanistic Care, 

Humanistic Education, Green Enterprise, 

Health Maintenance, Philanthropy, Volunteer Programs, 

Humanistic Documentation and Moral Responsibilities. 

��� +XPDQLVWLF�&DUH
� (VWDEOLVKLQJ� )XQGV� IRU� 6XSSRUWLQJ� WKH�
(PSOR\HHV�LQ�1HHG�DQG�WKH�:HOIDUH�RI�6X-
SHUYLVRUV�� 3UHJQDQW� (PSOR\HHV·� :HOIDUH��
+DSS\�/XQFKWLPH��9ROXQWHHU�7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ�
6HUYLFHV��+DSS\�+DLU�FXW�6DORRQ

��� +XPDQLVWLF�(GXFDWLRQ
 Teachings of Saints and Sages, Lectures 
RQ�5LWHV� DQG� 3URSHU� &RQGXFWV�� *LYLQJ� RXU�
3DUHQWV� D� &DOO� 5HJXODUO\�� 6KDULQJ� D� *RRG�
6D\LQJ��%RRN�&OXE��%LUWKGD\�3DUW\

��� *UHHQ�(QWHUSULVH
� (QYLURQPHQWDO�IULHQGO\� 3URGXFW� 'HVLJQ��
(QYLURQPHQWDO�IULHQGO\�0DWHULDO�3XUFKDVLQJ��
(QYLURQPHQWDO�IULHQGO\� 0DQXIDFWXULQJ� DQG�
0DUNHWLQJ

��� +HDOWK�0DLQWHQDQFH
� 3URYLGLQJ� ´+DSS\� &OLQLFµ� 6HUYLFHV�� 3UH-
SDULQJ�D�+HDOWK�&DUH�5HFRUG�IRU�(YHU\�(P-
SOR\HH��3URYLGLQJ�/HFWXUHV�RQ�+HDOWK\�/LIH

�� 3KLODQWKURS\
� &DULQJ� IRU� 0HQWDOO\� 5HWDUGHG� &KLOGUHQ��
&DULQJ� IRU� WKH� $JHG� &LWL]HQV�� 6HUYLQJ� WKH�
&RPPXQLW\��&DULQJ�IRU�WKH�'LVDGYDQWDJHG

��� 9ROXQWHHU�3URJUDPV
� 9ROXQWHHU� 7UDLQLQJ�� 9ROXQWHHU� 'D\�� 9RO-
XQWHHU� 3DVVSRUWV�� 9ROXQWHHU� 8QLIRUPV� DQG�
%DGJHV��9ROXQWHHU�5HJXODWLRQV�

�� +XPDQLVWLF�'RFXPHQWDWLRQ
� %\� GRFXPHQWLQJ� WKH� JRRG� GHHGV� LQ�
words, pictures and videos, we have re-
corded the history of our happy enterprise, 
which will serve as valuable references for 
IROORZHUV� WR� DGRSW� WKH� ´)DPLO\�EDVHG�PDQ-
DJHPHQW�V\VWHPµ�
 
��� )XOÀOOLQJ�0RUDO�5HVSRQVLELOLWLHV
� %HLQJ�0LQGIXO�RI�5HYHUHQFH��*RRG�0DQ-
DJHPHQW�� 5HGXFLQJ� +DOI� RI� WKH� &RVW� DQG�
'RXEOLQJ� WKH� 6DOHV� 9ROXPH�� ´,� /RYH� 0\�
(TXLSPHQWµ� &DPSDLJQ�� 9RLFLQJ� <RXU� 9DOX-
able Suggestion, Sign Your Signatures on 
the Spot. 
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EHQHÀWV� WR� WKHLU� IDPLO\��ZRUNSODFH�DQG� WKH�
wider community. The peace of mind will in 

turn help the enterprise sustain stable and  

lasting development. 

According to Mr. Wu, “The value of 

an enterprise is measured by the happi-

QHVV�RI�LWV�VWDͿ�DQG�WKH�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�VKRZQ�
by its customers. Business enterprise is an 

important driving force for the develop-

ment of modern society and has become 

the backbone of the community. Before we 

reach for the ideal of a harmonious society, 

we should endeavor to shoulder the social 

responsibilities to build more role models 

of happy enterprise as well as establishing 

environment-friendly enterprises. If this  

can be achieved, then we will realize the 

dream of a harmonious world that serves 

the common interests of all people”.

Employees’ happiness and sense 

of security comes from the teachings of 

morality and virtue, such teaching can 

rectify one’s false thoughts so that correct 

values are followed. Within the correct 

words and actions, lies one’s happiness and 

welfare. Classical Chinese text reads, “The 

moral law is the law of nature from which 

we cannot for one instant deviate”. It is also 

said that “those who follow the correct path 

(the law of nature) will be awakened to the 

virtues within”. Therefore ethics and morals 

are not used to restrain people, but to help 

us return to a natural and healthy state; both 

WKH�ERG\�DQG� VRXO�ZLOO� EHQHÀW� DV� D�PDWWHU�
of course. Growth of the spiritual mind will 

enable us to become men of virtue thereby 

making greater contributions to our family 

DQG� VRFLHW\�� 2Q� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� PDWHULDO�
gain indicates an increase in wealth and 

positive growth in assets.

Many entrepreneurs, who have already 

visited Good-Ark, unanimously felt that 

it is more of a school than a public listed 

company. Mr. Wu stated, “ The key to  

operating a business based on traditional 

family culture is to transform the compa-

ny into a so-called school that puts family 

values and family principles into practice.  

Therefore the teaching of sages is the foun-

GDWLRQ� WR� DFKLHYLQJ� HͿHFWLYH� PDQDJHPHQW�
that can generate positive growth.

The sages’ teachings concern consists of 

three main areas; namely morality, ethics and 

WKH�ODZ�RI�FDXVH�DQG�HͿHFW��7KH�)LYH�&DUGLQDO�
Relationships tells us that, “the loving 

relationship between parents and children 

is natural; there are distinct responsibilities 

for husband and wife in a family; leaders 

shall be benevolent, subordinates shall be 

loyal; there exists a natural order between 

seniors and the young; and there should 

be trust between friends”. Honoring one’s 

parents, fraternity, loyalty, trustworthiness, 

propriety, righteousness, integrity, a sense 

of shame, benevolence, love, peace and 

harmony are the main elements of moral 

education.

If a person is dutiful to their parents and 

respects their brothers and sisters, then they 

DUH�QRW�OLNHO\�WR�RͿHQG�WKHLU�VXSHULRU�LQ�WKH�
workplace, let alone commit wrongdoings. 

Thus, one who knows their fundamental 

GXWLHV� RI� ÀOLDO� SLHW\� DQG� IUDWHUQLW\� ZLOO�
genuinely consider the needs of others and 

accomplish all tasks given. As stated in the 

Great Learning�� ´)URP� WKH� 6RQ� RI� +HDYHQ�
down to the common man, the cultivation 

of personal life is the foundation for all”.

2YHU� WKH� \HDUV�� 0U�� :X� KDV� WLUHOHVVO\�
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devoted himself to his enterprise, endeav-

oring to integrate the traditional culture of 

allegiance, being dutiful to parents, kind-

ness and fraternity into the practice of fam-

ily culture in the enterprise. He perseveres 

in the principle of treating every executive 

DQG� VWDͿ�PHPEHU� DV� IDPLO\��(GXFDWLQJ�KLV�
employees through the classics of Chinese 

sages, he encourages everyone to under-

take moral responsibilities and be willing 

to make contributions to society. So a happy 

HQWHUSULVH�FDQ�VKDSH�WKHLU�VWDͿ�LQWR�FLWL]HQV�
who become capable of shouldering social 

responsibilities and this eventually brings 

about a prosperous world where people 

can live in harmony and countries can 

thrive. This is the common vision of Eastern 

and Western advocates of corporate social  

responsibility.

Correcting one’s faults and cultivating 

innate goodness is the principle and 

objective of traditional cultural education. 

In this way, every person can cultivate to 

become sages or people of moral integrity. 

All people can be taught to become better 

persons and hence have the ability to make 

due contributions in every position they 

might undertake. They do not need rules 

or restrictive mechanisms to keep them in 

check.

Mr. Wu claimed, “There is a saying, 

¶VLPSOLI\� WKH� FRPSOH[·��:KHQ� VWDͿ� XQGHU-
stand the traditional value system and puts 

it into practice, it is possible for the com-

pany to combine a number of departments 

into one since the members of the various 

departments will cooperate very well with 

others, thereby fewer executives will be 

needed in middle-level management”. Dr. 

George Kell, the Executive Director of Unit-

ed Nations Global Compact, believes that 

this type of management is the so-called 

¶)ODW� 2UJDQL]DWLRQ·� RU� ¶)ODW� 0DQDJHPHQW·��
which is highly regarded by Westerners of 

today. By elevating the level of authorization 

to employees with abilities and a sense of 

responsibility, the company’s management 

VWUXFWXUH�OHYHOV�RͿ��HOLPLQDWLQJ�WKH�QHHG�IRU�
hierarchical and centralized management. 

In this case, the cost of management is great-

O\� UHGXFHG� DQG� DV� D� UHVXOW� SURÀWV� LQFUHDVH�
VXEVWDQWLDOO\��%\�ÁDWWLQJ�PDQDJHPHQW�VWUXF-
ture, a company will obviously response to 

FKDQJHV�LQ�D�H΀FLHQW�DQG�UHVLOLHQW�ZD\���

In terms of the management ideology of 

traditional family culture, Mr. Wu conclud-

ed, “The goal of management is to develop 

VHOI�H΀FLHQF\��UDWKHU�WKDQ�KDYLQJ�QXPHURXV�
levels of management and intricate policies 

to ensure a company’s sustainable devel-

opment”. This resonates with Confucius’ 

ideology of “Guide people by virtue, keep 

them in line with the rites, and they will,  

besides having a sense of shame, reform 

themselves”. 

III.  Family culture brings about  
  equality harmony

*RRG�$UN� UHVSHFWV� LWV� VWDͿ� RI� YDULRXV�
cultures and religions like a family that  

accepts and educates children with a di-

versity of faiths. Last year, Margaret Mary  

)LW]SDWULFN�� WKH� SUHVLGHQW� RI� 6W�� 7KRPDV�
Aquinas University, and Keith Darcy, chair 

of “The National Centre for Ethics and So-

cial Responsibility” of St. Thomas Aquinas 

University, visited Suzhou for six days. Af-

ter seeing Mr. Wu and the company in ac-

tion, they gained insights into Good-Ark’s 

establishment of family culture. President 
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2Q����-DQXDU\�������DW�6W��7KRPDV�$TXLQDV�8QLYHUVLW\·V�LQYLWDWLRQ��0U��:X�SDUWLFLSDWHG�WKH�(QWHUSULVH�0DQDJHPHQW�
6HPLQDU�LQ�1HZ�<RUN��+H�LQWURGXFHG�KLV�EXVLQHVV�PDQDJHPHQW�V\VWHP�WR�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�SURIHVVRUV�DQG�SDUWQHUV�
that is based on the notion of traditional family culture and shared the successful results this system has brought 
WR�6X]KRX�*RRG�$UN�(OHFWURQLFV��(YHU\�RQH�SUHVHQW�DW�WKH�VHPLQDU�ZDV�GHHSO\�PRYHG�DQG�VKRZHG�H[FHSWLRQDO�
UHFRJQLWLRQ�DQG�UHVSHFW�WRZDUGV�0U��:X·V�SURSRVDO�RI�´,QFRUSRUDWLQJ�7UDGLWLRQDO�&XOWXUH�LQ�0DQDJHPHQW�6\VWHP�WR�
,QFUHDVH�(QWHUSULVH�9LWDOLW\µ�

)LW]SDWULFN�DQG�'U��'DUF\�UHVRQDWHG�JUHDWO\�
with Mr. Wu’s business philosophy as well 

as the traditional teachings of the sages. 

They stated that they originally thought  

WKH� GLͿHUHQFHV� LQ� FXOWXUDO� EDFNJURXQGV�
ZRXOG� FDXVH� FRQÁLFW� DQG� FRQIURQWDWLRQ��
however, what was least expected was that 

they not only found no contradiction be-

tween the two cultures but also felt deeply 

that everyone could relate to the concepts of 

family culture, especially the love and care 

that family brings. Adopting family culture 

in managing an enterprise is to put the uni-

versal values into practices. 

7UDGLWLRQDO�&KLQHVH�FXOWXUH�H[HPSOLÀHV�

universal values; not only does it embrace 

GLͿHUHQW� FXOWXUHV� OLNH� WKH� YDVW� RFHDQ� WKDW�
embraces all rivers, but is also able to 

make them possible for local and modern 

societies. The practice of family culture 

is ultimately for the purpose of bringing 

EHQHÀW� WR� RWKHUV�� EXW� WKH\� EHJLQ� ZLWK� D�
UHÁHFWLYH� SURFHVV� RI� ´VHHNLQJ� WKH� FDXVH�
within yourself” without forcing others to 

conform and follow. This is the Chinese 

way of leadership, a philosophy that Lau 

Tzu summarized as, “A leader is best when 

people barely know he exists, when his 

ZRUN� LV� GRQH�� KLV� DLP� IXOÀOOHG�� WKH\� ZLOO�
say: we did it ourselves”. The universality 

of China’s traditional culture, as well as its 
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philosophy and logics, explains why the 

teachings of the sages can be implemented 

in business enterprises.

It is only when individuals have a 

happy life and groups coexist in peace 

and harmony that the management of 

family culture can truly bring about order 

WR� WKH� FRRSHUDWLRQ�DQG�HQVXUH�DQ�HͿHFWLYH�
management. Many people hope, that for 

sake of  humanity, the notion of a happy 

enterprise will play its role in promoting 

the teachings of the saints and sages around 

the world.

Conclusion
The Chinese civilization has a rich his-

tory that features continuity which is unique 

among ancient civilizations in the world. 

Having successfully maintained its vital-

LW\� WKURXJKRXW� D� KLVWRU\� RI� ÀYH� WKRXVDQG�
years, Chinese civilization is still vibrant to-

day.  The continuity of this ancient civiliza-

tion is not only extraordinary, but also has  

accumulated a wealth of cultural heritages 

such as wisdom, thoughts, methods and  

a pool of past experiences that can serve  

as valuable references for modern people.  

It is an asset that belongs not only to the 

Chinese but to everyone in the world.

Adopting traditional family culture 

through promoting the teachings of saints 

and sages can create true leaders and 

responsible, self-motivated and self-dis-

ciplined subordinates, who will eventu-

ally bring stability and harmony to their 

families, to the organizations they are  

serving, to their communities and even to 

the world. Chinese family culture involves 

myriads of aspects and it can be adopted 

in every organization, company or institu-

tions. What has happened in Good Ark’s 

proves that “ true wisdom generates real 

EHQHÀWVµ�� 7KRXJK� WKH� LGHRORJ\� DQG� VRFLDO�
HQYLURQPHQW�LQ�WKH�(DVW�GLͿHU�JUHDWO\�IURP�
those in the West, the concept of family, as 

well as the culture of maintaining it, can act 

as a bridge that facilitates cultural commu-

nication and integration of the two. 

Now, we are expecting Good Ark’s 

pioneering experiment become a valu-

able reference that encourage followers to  

EHQHÀW� IURP� SURPRWLQJ� IDPLO\� FXOWXUH� LQ�
their business. Since everyone has a fam-

ily, a good healthy family culture will be  

supportive to managing various kinds of 

RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ZLWK�GLͿHUHQW� FXOWXUDO� EDFN-

grounds. We hope this type of manage-

ment, as well as moral education of saints 

DQG�VDJHV��FDQ�IRVWHU�D�JUHDW�XQLÀFDWLRQ�RI�
the world so that every cultural tradition 

can be fully respected and their valuable 

heritages can be carefully adopted to create 

happiness and boundless fortunes for all 

human beings.  We are expecting a colorful 

world of cultural diversity where every eth-

nicity and race can enjoy their lives just as  

a thriving garden looks charmingly beauti-

IXO� EHFDXVH�ÁRZHUV� RI� YDULRXV� VSHFLHV� FDQ�
blossom freely in their way, and the soil that 

QXUWXUHV�WKH�ÁRZHUV�LV�WKH�IDPLO\�FXOWXUH�
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Thou shalt love the 

Lord thy God with all

thy heart, and with all

thy soul, and with all

thy strength, and with 

all thy mind; A new

commandment I give

unto you, That ye love

one another; as I have

loved you, that ye also 

love one another.

 Christianity

Love is always patient; 

love is always kind;

love is never envious

or arrogant with pride….

or ever get annoyed…

She bears up under

everything….there is no limit 

to her hope.

 -1 Corinthians 13:4~7, 
The Bible
(International Standard 
Version, 2008)

Helping the 

enemies regain

friendship for 

this is better 

than saying a 

faithful pray.

 Islam

Make wisdom

by mother, 

contentment

thy father, and 

thruthfulness

thy brother.

These are thine good 

relations.

 -Sri Guru Granth Sahib, Page 151 
(Gems of Thoughts from Guru 
Nanak, by Harbhajan Singh, 
Principal of the Shahid Sikh  
Missionary College, Amritsar; 
cited by Sardar V. Harcharan 
Singh, Deputy President Khalsa 
 Diwan Malaysia)

He should be 

content

with little, and be 

free from 

allinordinate

desire.

 -Gleanings From
the Writings of
Bahá’ulláh CXXV
(US Bahá’í.
Publishing Trust 
1990 pocket-size 
edition)



Therefore, desiring to

rule over the people.

2QH�PXVW�LQ�RQH·V�ZRUGV�
humble oneself before 

them; And, desiring to 

OHDG�WKH�SHRSOH��2QH�PXVW��
 in one’s person, follow 

behind them.

 -Tao Te Ching, Chapter 66
(Transl. by D.C.Lau,
Penguin, 1963)

Wisdom is better

than wealth of

every kind

which is in 

the world.

��0ďQRJ�Ħ�.KLUDG�
47:6 (Transl. by 
E.W.West,
from Sacred Books
of the East, volume 
24, Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 1880)

With a noble 

soul, one

devotes himself

to bringing

happiness and 

peace to others,

including those

who once 

hurt him.

 Hinduism

A person who

loves all beings,

practices virtuous

conducts, and 

EHQHÀWV�DOO�EHLQJV
is the happiest

person. 

 Buddhism

The most

wonderful thing

that one can do

is to forgive

others for 

their faults.

 Judaism






